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DIALOGUE IX. 

^HERON, imj^fled with the laft 
Converfation, was very defirous 



to refume the Subjeft, and re- 
new the important Debate. With 
this View, He condu6led his 
Friend into a Retirement, commodious for 
the Purpofe. 

They enter a fpacious Lawn ; which lay op- 

pofite to the Houfej and ftretched itfelf in the 

F*m of an expanded Fan. The Mounds, 

A 2 on 



4 DIALOGUEIX. 

on cither Side, were drcfled in Verdure ; and 
ran out in a Ilanting Diredion. The whole, 
to an Eye placed at a Diftance, bore the Re- 
femblance of a magnificent Vijia ; contract- 
ing, by flow Degrees, its Dimenfions ; and 
klicning, at lafl:, into a Point. Which, the 
regular and graceful Seat, with all imaginable 
Dignity, fupplied. 

NaUue hod funk thee Lawn ^to a gentle 
Decline, ©irwhcrfe ample Sidfes; were Oxen 
browzing, and Lambs friflcing. The lufly 
Droves lowed, as they pafTed ; and the thriv- 
ing Flocks, bleated welcome Mufic in their 
JVIfiiior's Ear. — Along the Midft of this ver- 
dojit Slope- ran a fpacious and extenfive JValk. 
Which, coated with Gravel, and fenced with 
;Fallifadoes, looked like a plain Stripe of Brown, 
interfecting a Carpet of the brighteft Green. — 
^ At the Bottom, two hc^ndfomc Canals^ copi- 
oully flocked with Fifh, floated to the Breeze. 
Wiiofc Waters, beheld from every Front Room 
in the Houfe, had a fine Eiietl: upon the Sight ; 
not v»'ithout a reffefhing Influence on the 
Imagination. — At the Extremity of one, fl:ood 
a fl:ately Colonadc, The Roof was elevated on 
Pillars of the Ionic Order ; and the Area 
flabbed with Stones, neatly ranged in the 
Diamond-Fiifiiion. Several Forelt-chairs ac- 
commodated the Anglers with a Seat, while the 
benJing Dome fupplied them with a Shad^ 

Corref. 
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, Correfponding, and on the Margin of the 
other Carnal, was erefted a Suinmer-houfe^ of 
a very Angular Kind^—^The lower Part, had 
an Opening towards the; North. It was cool \ 
it was gloomy \ 'and had frdyfer-feen the Sun. 
It carried the rbmantie ^\x oi vl Grotto^ or 
rather the pcnfive Appe&rfhce o\ ^Hermifs 

Cell. Tlie • Outfide. was'coarfe arid rugged 

with protuberant Stones. Partly over-fpread 
with Ivy, partly covered with Mofs, it feeined 
to be the Work of antient Years. — You de^ 
fcehd, by Steps of Turf, through a losv and 
narrow Door. A fcanty iron Grate, inftead 
of a large fweeping Salh> tranfmits a glim- 
mering Light i juft fufficient to difcover the 
inner Stru<51:ure. Which appeared, like one 
continued Piece of Rock- work ; a Cavemi 
You would imagine, cut from the furr-oimd- 
ing Quarry. — Abcroe^ hung an irregular Arch ; 
with an Afpe^l, rathor threatening, than in- 
viting. B€l(Kv, lay a Paving of homely Peb- 
bles ; in fome Places, a?*little furrowed, as 
though it had been worn by the frequent 
Tread of folitarv Feet, AH arcimd^ were Ruf- 
ticity and Solemnity ; Solemnity, never more 
vifibly fcen, than through a Gloom, — The 
Furniture, of \\\t{^mt grotcfque Faftiion, with 
the Apartment. A Bench hewed, You would 
fufpe(S, by Nature*s Chizzel, out of the folid 

A 3 Si one. 



6 DIALOGUE IX. 

Stone. A Sort of Couch, compofedof fwell-^ 
ing Mofe, and finall fibrous Roots,— From 
one Comer, trickled a pure Spring : which 
crept, with a bubbling Moan, along the chan- 
neled Floor ; till its healthy Current was col- 
lected into a Bafon, rudely fcooped from the 
Ground. On the Edge of this little Recep- 
tacle, lay chained a rufty Bowl j and over it, 
ftood an antique worm-eaten Tables — On the 
leaft obfcure Part of the Wall, you difcern, 
dimly difcern, a Parchment Scroll; infcribed 
with that fage, but mortifying Admonition > 
Vanity of Vanities ! All is Vanity ! 

Over this Recefs, fo pleafingly horrid, and 
adapted to folemn Mufings, arofe an open 
and airy Behidere. You afcend by winding 
Stairs y and coming from the uncouth Abode 
below, are fweetly fui^prifed with an elegant 

Hexagon. The Ceiling lofty, and decorated 

with the fofteft, richeft, almoft flowing Fret- 
work. The Wainfcot, in large Pannels of 
Oak, retained its native Auburn : fo beauti* 
fully plain^ that, like an amiable Countenance^ 
it would have been disfigured, rather than im- 
proved, by the moft coftly Paint. On thi» 
were difpofed, in gilded Frames, and to great 
Advantage, a Variety of entertaining Land^ 
Jcbdpes. But none furpaffed;^ none equalled, 
all were % Foil to> the noble lovely Views,^ 

which 
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\vkich the Windows commanded. — ^-^Thc 
Ghimney^piece, of white Ihining Marble, 
(beaked with Veins of vivid Red* Over it^ 
Was carved a fine Feftoon of artificial, in it^ 
Was ranged a choice Colleftion of natural 

Flowers^ »On a Table of gloffy Walnut, 

lay a portable Telefcope \ attended with Thm-- 
fin's SeafonSj and Vanierii Pradium Rujiicum *♦ 
The whole was .fitted up in the higheft: 
T^c, and furnifhed with every plcafurable 
Ornament. On purpofe to harmonize with 
that lofoijh Gaiety^ which feemed to fmile over < 
all the Face of Nature* On purpofe to cor* 
relpond with that vernal Delight^ which came 
breathing on the Wings of every fragrant 
Gale* I may add, on purpofe to remind the 
Beholder of thofe irnmortal Manfionsy which 
will be decorated with Images infinitely more 
Iplendid, with Objefts unfpeakably more glo- 
rious : where holy Beings will fpend, not a 
few vacant Hours in refined Amufement, but 
a boundlefs Eternity in the Confiimmation of 
Joy. — ^For, to a well-turned Mind, Nature 

is 

* Fanitrli Pradium Rujiicum — A moft elegant Latin Poem: 
which treats of every remarkable Peculiarity^ relating to the 
Bufinefs of a Country Life, or the Furniture of a Country 
Scat — It entertains us with a Defcription of the moft agree- 
aHi Objeds ) in an eafy FIowj of the pure/i Language, and 
moft mufical Numbers. 

^t is, I think, one continued Beauty. Superior to every 
Thing of the Kind, I have met with among the Moderns ^ 
and fcarceiy^ if at all^ unworthy the firft Genius of the Au-^ 
guftan Agc« Uni Virgilio fecundus^ ^ pane par. 

A4 
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.is;4.Pi*cceptor; and thefe are her infiruSiiw 
Leflbns. To the pure in Heart, even Senfe 
is edifying ; and thefe are its delicate Mora- 
lities. 

The redundant Waters of the Canal, rolled 
off in a fpreading Cafcade. Which, tumbling 
from many a little Precipice, foothed th? Air 
with a Symphony of foft and gurgling Sounds. 
Nor ever intermitted the obliging Office, 

From Morn to Nootiy from Noon to dewy Eve. 

But, v^hen the fanning Breezes dropt their 
Wings ; when the feathered Choir were huflied 
in Sleep ; w^hen not fo much as a chirping 
Grafliopper, was heard throughout the Meads ; 
this liquid Inftrument ftill played its So/o : 
ftill purfued its bufy Way, and warbled, as 
it flowed, melodious Murmurs. 

j^Jp. Such, T'heron ; fo uniform, uninter- 
rupted, and invariable, Ihould be our Con- 

fojmity to the divine Law. But alas ! thofe 

facred Precepts are fo exceeding hroad^ that the 
moft inlarged human Obedience, is far from 
being commenfurate to their Extent : fo abfo^ 
lately holy^ that our higheft Attainments fall 

vaftly fhoit of their exalted Perfeftion. 

How then can We expe6l Juftification, from 
fuch a confummate Rule ? How dare Vfc 
place our Dependence, upon fuch imperfeft 

Duties? 
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Duties ? Efpecianyi before a GOD of un- 
lerring Difcernment; and immaculate Purity. 

"fher. Becaufe Mankind are incapable of 
pleafing their MAKER, by yielding an ab^ 
fohte and invariable Obedience to the moral 
Law ; does it follow from thence, that they 
cannot render themfelves acceptable to Him, 
by an univerfal Courfe of iincere Obedience ? 

Afp. I think, it follows from what has been 
already obferved. If You defire new Argu- 
ments, they are at hand. 

T'he LaWj fays the Teacher of the Gentiles^ 
is the Miniftration of Condemnation *. How can 
this be true, if it requires no more than a 
fincere Obedience \ fuch as is proportioned to 
our infirm State ? If this be fufFicient to juf- 
tify, and intitle Us to our CREATOR'S Fa- 
vour ; the Law ceafes to be the Miniftration 
of Condemnation. It becomes (which is flatly 
contradiftory to the Apoftle's Do6lrine) the 
Miniftration of Righteoufnefs. 

The Law is ftyled, by the fame infpired 
Teacher, A Schoolmajler to bring Us to 
CHRIST -f. How can it, upon your Sup- 

pofition, 

• 2 Cor. iii. 7. In thh Place, I apprehend, the Apoftle 
means the moral Law, and that principally. As that alone 
was written and engraven on Stones, El le where, I believe. 
He ufes the Word in a larger Senfej and intends to exclude 
all Law whatever, from bearing any Share in ourjuftific^^lion. 

t GaL iii. 24. Uonixyuyo^j A School-majler : Who pre- 
tends not to fnijh the Education of Youth i but dixcds them 
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Jjofition, be qualified for fuch an Office ? If i. 
fincere Obedience be the whole of its De- 
mands^ it can no longer direft Us to CHRIST-^ 
It will no longer deliver Us over to a RE- 
DEEMER'S Merit j but muft draw and at-^ 
tach Us to itfelf. Teaching Us to look upon 
its Precepts, and our own confcientious Ob- 
fervanceof them, as the Tenure of eternal 
life« 

Do You infift upon a third Proof ? A third 
prefents itfelf* Not fo much founded on Ar- 

fumentation, as deduced from Example- 
[ow was Abraham "^y the Friend of GOE>i 
and Father of the Faithful, jiiftified ? By a 
Courfe of fmcere Obedience ? No ; but by 
Faith in the promifed MESSIAH. Abraham 
noorked rtot^ with a View to obtain Juftifica- 
tion ; but believed on Him^ who jujiifieth the 

Vngodly. ^How was David ^^ the Man after 

GOD'S 

to, and prepares them for, higher Studies, or nobler Employs. 
^he Law, in like manner, aims n6t at furnifhing Us with a 
Tide to Happineis ; but^/i, difpofesy and difcipiines Usj for 
the all-fufficient REDEEMER. 

Some have thought, that f»f Xfifro» fignifies. Until the Com^ 
ing of CHRIST. But this will hardly confili: wiih th<f 
Gemus of the Language, or with the Import of the follow- 
ing Claufe, Thai n^e might he juftified by Faith.— Btfidcs^ 
this would confine the Efficacy of the Law, to that Period 
of Time, which preceded our LORD's Incarnation # 
Whctcas, It ^i7/ does, and ^/f(;^7jrx will ^^, (until this Cor- 
tuptiUe fliall put on Incorruption) in a Way of Subferviency 
to his Merits. 

♦ Thefe two Examples are, with the trueft Judgment fe- 
le^ted^ and with the utmoft Propriety applied. Rom. W. 4^ 
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(sOD's own Heart, juftificd ? By his Zeal for 
the LORD, and by his eminent Services? 
No ; but by a Righteoufnefe imputed : even that 
Righteoufnefs of the bleffed REDEEMER, 
through which Iniquity is forgiveny andSinpar^ 
doned. — And can. We be faid to walk humbly ^ or 
can We bethought to vfdWfifurefyy if, refufing t? 
tread in the Steps of thefe exemplary Saint^ 
We divert into a Path of our own deviling ? 

I'ber. " Of our own devifing !" — ^No, my 
Friend : there is a milder Law introduced by 
the Gofpel, condefcending and merciful to our 
Infirmities, which accepts of Sincerity inflea4 
of perfect Obedience. 

j4Jp. When was this milder Law introduced, 

and the ftrifter abrogated ? -Not upon th« 

Entrance of Sin, I prefume* At this Rate, 
the original Law muft be the Creatiure of a 
few Daysy perhaps of ^few Hours only. But 
can We imagine, that the all-wife and un^ 
changeable GOD would ordain a Syftem of 

Precepts, 

k^c. Ram. iv. 6, £^r. — Abraham was the moft illuftrions Paf* 
tern of Piety, among the Jewijh Patriarchs! In Glory ihtrt 
was None like Him. Ecclus. xliv. 19, David vras the moft 
zealous and fe^phic of their Kings : A Man after GOD'S 
oum Heart, i Sam. xiii. 14. If neither of thefe wasjuftified 
by his own Obedience 3 but each l^ an imputed Righteou& 
nefs : If they both obtained Acceptance with GOD, jnot a$ 
ttpright Beings, who might claim it ; but 2&finftil Creatures, 
who muft implore it; the Confcquencc is glaring. Itisfuch, 
as muft ftrikc every attentive Underftandiog, and mwft affied 
cveiy individual Peribn. 
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Precq)ts, to be difanulled, as foon as enacl-- 

■ ed ? Not in our LORD's Time, I am very 

certain. That holy Commandment, which 
requires fupreme Love to GOD, and perfeSt 
Charity to Men, He afllires Us, was ftill in 
Force *. Nay, it is evident, from the Na- 
ture of the DEITY, and from our Relatioil 
to one another, That it ahvays will be in 
Force ; that it never can ceafe 5 but is ncccf- 
fai7 and everlafting. 

" A nftlder Law, condefcending to our In- 
" fii'mities"*— — What can be the Purport of 
fuch an Inftitution ? It muft be fuppofed to 
fpeak the following Language ; " Be it known 
** unto You, O Children of Adam^ that You 
*' are no longer injoined to love the LORD 
«* with all your Strength, nor to love your 

" Neighbour as Yourfelves. Once^ indeed, 

" I infifted upon abfolute Purity of Heart > 
" now I can difpenfe with fome Degree of 

" evil Concupifcence. Since CHRIST h 

<* come, and his Gofpel preached. You need 
" not always be clothed with Humility ; but 
" may feel fome little Emotions of Pride.—- 
" In fhort ; becaufe You are weak, I will 
" connive ; or even accommodate my De- 
** mands to your enfeebled and depraved 
" Condition." 

Not to urge, (what muft be fhocking to 
every Ear) That fuch a Doftrine would make 

the 

• Mgtt. xxii. 37, 38, 39. 



'.? 
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the HOLY.QNE of GOD, aMiniftcrof 

Sin ; and the Gofpel of our Salvation, a Pa- 
tent for liicentioufnefs. Let me only afk— 
Does this agree ^ with our LORD's Declara* 
tion ? One Jot or Tittle pall in no noife pafi 

ffon) fhe, Lcnvy: till aJi be fulfilled*^ Is this 

iuitable to the Perfe<5lions of the divine LE- 
GISLATOR? With wbomJ,s m Variablenefs^ 
7ior Shadow of T^urning -f- ?- — rWill ,this confift 
with the avowed Refolution of the Almighty 
JEHOVAH ? He will magnify the Law, and 
make it honourable t. 

Ther. However You may decry, what I call 
the milder Law, St. Paul aflerts it to be the 
Chriftian Scheme.. This He ftrenuoufly argues 
for, as tlie only Scheme . by ^which any Man 
can b.e iyftified in the;Sight,of GOD. 

Afp. Does He, Theron ? In what Epiftle ? 

What Chapter ? What Verfe ? He fays, ad- 

dreiling Himfelf to the Galatian Converts ; / 
{lo 7iot frvfirate the Grace of GOD \ fcr^ if 
Righteoufnefs come by the Law^ CHRIST is dead 
in I'ain \\. From which Faflage, We learn 
two very momentous Truths. That, to de- 
rive a juftifying Rightcoufnefs from the Law, 
is not only derogatory to the Honour of Grace, 

but fubvcrfrce of its very Being. That, by 

feeking 

* Matt. V. i8. + James i. 17. X If^'f^f^ ^'i'i- 21. 
J Gal, ii. 21. 
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feeking to be juftificd by our own conicien- 
tiotis Behaviour, We make, as far as in Us 
lies, the Death of CHRIST a vain Thing ^ 
for which there was no Occafion, and of 
which there is no Ufe, 

To the fame Purpofe it is written in that 
invaluable Epiftle to the Romans ^^ If they 
ffibtcb are of the Law be Heirs -y if they, who 
truft to their own Performance of the Law, 
are thereby intitled to the heavenly Inherit- 
ance ; Faitb is made void^ end the Promije made 

cf none EffeSl. See now, my Friend, the 

Tendency of your Opinion ! It is not a mere 
Ipeculative Miftakes an Error of inconfider- 
able Confequence ; but fuch as ilrikes at the 
Fundamentals of the GofpeL Inffead of be* 
ing the only Cbrijlian Scheme, it totally over- 
throws + Cbrijiianity itfelf. For, it would 

rendcTv;^ 

♦ lUm. iv. 14. 

f St. Paul fays of thofe Preachers, who taught Juftifi* 
cation by the Works of the Law, They would pervert j or (as 
the Original fi-Hctrfv^a.^ may be tranflated) fuDvert and over- 
throw the Go/pel of CHRIST. — To pervert, give a wrong 
Tuntj or a falje Colour^ fecms not to exprefe fulljr the 
ApolUe's Idea, nor to preferve the native Energy of his Ar- 
gument. The Greet Word is equivalent to the Hebrev^ *]fln> 
which We generally render evertere. Gal. i. 7. 

It may be worth our while, to tranfcribe Beza^s Defcant 
upon die PaiTage : which is no lefs pertinent, than it is im- 
portant, ^id enim magis contrarium eft Fidet\ five gratuit€S 
yuftificationiy quam Juftificatio ex Lege^ five Meritisy non 
tlHR IS TI fed noftris ? Itaque qui volunt ifta duo condliarej, 
magis etiamfiint inepti^ quam ji quit conetur Lucem cum Tem^ 
irisy Mortem cum Vita conjungere. 
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render the Promife abortive, and fuperfedc 
the Neceffity of Faith* It wottld deftroy the 
very JSxiftence of Grace, and make even tlic 
Peath of CHRIST a fuperfluous Tranfac- 
lion, 

Tber, This I lee, AJpaJh^ That the Wfethod 
of obtaining Acceptance on Account of our 
own Sincerity, is a benign Expedient ; fuch 
as correfponds with the companionate Nature 
of the DEITY; and is what, theApoAle 
ftyles, being jufiified by Fmtby mthout fhe Deeds 
(f the Law^ 

AJp. How ! To be juftified by Faith, and 

juftified by Sincerity, the fame Thing! ^Is 

it pebble, that theie ftiould be equit)akra 
Terms ?— — Let me illuftrate my Q^tj by 
a Similitude, which our prefent Situation fug- 
gefts. Sometimes, an eafy Comparrfon is 
more convincing, than a laboured Argument 
*From this pleafmg Eminence, We com- 
mand an extenfive View of the Country. 
Our Eye connects the artlefs Grandeur of 
Nature, with the elegant Embellifhments of 
the Summer-houfe. Nor is the public Road 
the leaft entertaining Part of the Scene. Be- 
cauie, it prefents Us with a moving PiSlure ; 
with a perpetual Succeffion of new Objefts. 
—How many Travelers have paffed in Re- 
view, fince We took our Seat in this agree- 
gbk Elevation ! Jqft at this Inftant, a Stage-^. 

coach 
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coach bolts out of the Lane : filled, I pre- 
fume, with Paflengers, that refide in the 
Neighbourhood, or are to lodge in the next 
Market-town. We will fuppofe them fet down 
at their Journey's End. An Acquaintance 
vifits them : congratulates thefn on their Ar- 
rival : and afks that cuftomary Queftion,. 
" How they came ?" — " We came, fay they, 
** without walking a Step ourfelves ; yet by 
" walking, as well, and as far, as We were 
*' able." — Is this Anfwer intelligible? Are 
thefe two Methods of traveling conftjlent f Sa 
intelligible is my Friend's Doftrine. So con- 
fident is Juftification, vouchfafed without the 
Deeds of the Law ; and Juftification obtained, 
by performing the Deeds of the Law, as well 
as We are able. 

^her. Without' the Law, fignifies, Without 
the Necefllty of an exaft and unerring Con- 
formity to it. • 

j^Jp. This is not without^ but 6y the Law, 
qualified in the Rigour of its Demands, and 
departing fomewhat from the Perfeftion of 
its Precepts. Could You affirm, with any 
Propriety, that this Part of the Hemifpherc 
is without the Sun ? Becaufe, an intervening 
Cloud has moderated its Fervour, and abated 
its Glare. 

What fays the Apoftle ? His Words in an- 
other Place, will determine his Meaning in 

this. 
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this. If a State of Acceptance with GOD, 
be of Works ; be referable to our own Obe- 
dience, whether fincerc or perfeft ; // is no 
more of Grace *^ Works and Grace, in Point 
of Juftification, are irreconcilable OppoHtes -f. 
They mutually vacate each other. 

But why do I fpeak of Grace ? If my 
FriendX Opinion prevail, Grace is at an end. 
What We took to be the Gofpel, turns out a 
Covenant of Works. Salvation ceafes to be 
a free Gift, and becomes a necefiary Payment. 
For, to Him that workctby that performeth 
what the Law requires, is the Reward not 
reckoned of Grace \ but He may claim it, as 
}Az\Xsx of DebtX. ^ 

T^ber. You take no Notice of what I urged, 
concerning the Benignity of this Scheme ; and 
how much it magnifies the Clemency of the 
great LEGISLATOR, 

Af^. But why fhould Clemency ereft its 
Throne, on the Ruins of almoft every other 
Attribute? — This Method would difhonour 

tlie 

* Rom. xi. 6» The PafTage produced by Afpofio^ refers 
immediately to the Dodrine of Eledion, and but remotely to 
the Privilege of Juftification. However, as the former in- 
cludes the latter, if that be perfeSly free, thh cannot be the 
Confequence of Works, The Argument, therefore, I ap- 
prehend, is conclufive, though the rroof is not fo dire(5l. 

t E diametro inter fe opfonuntur^ Mofes W JESUS 
CHRISTUS: Lex » Promiffio : facere^ credere: Oftr» 
li Fidii : Mercti H Donum. Bengel. 
X Rem/vi./^ 

• Vol. U. B 
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the Veracity of G O D j which has denounced 
a Curfe, upon every Deviation from his re- 
vealed Will. — It would depretiate the Admi-^ 
nijiration of his Juftice j which cannot but 
punifh, whatever violates his facred Precepts. 
— ^It would greatly derogate from the Dignity 
of his Law > and make it a mere Thing of 
Wax. To bend ; and truckle ; and take its 
Form, from the Sin and Weaknefs of human 
Nature. 

Tloer. Will the divine Law then make no 
favourable Allowances for human Infirmities, 
for conftitutional Faults, and Strength of 
Paffion ? 

Afp. Far be it from me to reprefent the 
Law of the MOST HIGH, either more ftria:, 
or more yielding, than it really is. To avoid 
all Poffibility of fuch a Miftake, let Us hear 
the Declaration of the Law itfelf. Curfed is 
every One that continueth not in all Things^ that 
are written in the Book of the Law to do tbem *. 

Every One ; without any Exception of Per- 
fons 5 without any Regard to Pleas, either of 
human Weaknefs, or violent Temptation.-^ 
*That continueth not ; it is not enough to ob- 
ferve thefe holy Commandments, in the gene- 
ral Tenour of our Converfation. Our Courfe 
of Obedience muft be without any Intermjf- 

fionj 
^ GaL iii« lo* 
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lion ; from the earliefl: Dawn of Reafon, to 
the lateft Period of Life.— 7;z nU things i We 
muft refrain from all the Sins, that are forbid- 
tien, and from every Approach towards them. 
We muft praftife all the Virtues, that arc in- 
joined, and in their full Extent of Perfe<5Hon. 

In a Word ; the Law infifts upon Obedi- 
tntc, perfeft in its Principk ; perfeft in all 
its Parts 5 perfcft in every Degree ; and in 
each of thefe Refpe6ls/^^rfwi2/*.— The leaft 
f]|clicicncy in any one Particular, renders Us 
Uable to Vengeance ; and, notwithftanding 
any Repentance for Tranlgrcflions, notwith- 
ftatiding all Pi«cnfions to Sincerity of Heart, 
lubjefts Us to the Curfe* 

HertfH paufed.— He fcemed to be ftruck 
with Surprife.— But rallying his Thotights, 
replied* If this be the Senfe of the PaHage, 
Who of all FlcOi can be fkved ? 

^. Say rather ; If the Extent of the di- 
^ne Law be fo inlarged, if its Demands be 
lb high, and its Sanction fo awfully rigorous ; 
then muft every Mouth be flopped — then is 
all the World become guilty before ODE) — 
and, iy the Works of the Law 'Jhalf^S Man 
thing he jujiified. 

Ther. 

^ That the Law infifts upon an Obedience abfolutcly per/c^^ 
%lU be farther evident to the attentive Reader ; if He cof^li- 
ders the Tenour of St. Paul's Argumentution, in \a^ K^^iftlc 
lothe Rmans^ and to the Galatians. Pait:cub:ly Rom, iii, 
33- iv. 15, Gat. iii. 21. 

B 2 
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^her. Will not fuch txccflively fevere Doc- 
trine, drive People into Defpondcncy, or even 
drown them in Defpair ? 

Afp. No, Tberon 5 unlefs it be fuch a De- 
.fpair, as is the Parent of heavenly Hope ; and 
produftive of thofe amiable Twins, Peace and 
Joy. A Defpair, I mean, of being reconciled 
to our offended GOD, and of obtaining eter- 
nal Happinefs, by any Satisfaflion or any 
Duties of our own. 

I'hcr. Surely^^ You forget the gracious Afc- 
nifejloj publifhed by the condefcending KING 
of Heaven ; Jf there be firfi a willing Mindy 
it is acceptedy according to what a Man hath, 
not according to what "He hath not *• Is it not 
plain from this Text, that infinite Goodnefs 
will admit our honefl, though imperfefl En- 
deavours. And, fince We are not able to 
pay an unjinningy will mercifully accept our 
beji Obedience. 

Afp. I do not forget, but poffibly my Friend 
may mifapply the gracious Manifefto. — To 
whom was the Word of this Confolation fent ? 
To true Believers ; who had given their own^ 
felves to the LORD -f ; who were eflablifhed in 
CHRIST X> and abounded in Faith^.— If YoU 
likewife, my dear I'herony acknowledge Your- 
felf a vile Sinner in your worfl, and an un- 
profitable 

• 2 Cor. viii. xa. f zCor.Ym.^. % %C§r. i. 21. 
§ 2 Ccr, viii. 7. 
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profitable Servant in your beft Eftate : if, in 
confequence of this Acknowledgment, You 
fly for Refuge to the Wounds of a crucified 
SAVIOUR ; and rely, for Salvation, only on 
kii Obedience unto Death : then. You imitate 
thofe Corinthian Converts. Then You may 
apply that indulgent Declaration to Yourfelf. 
And then would I venture to addrefs You, in 
the elegant and chearing Language of the 
royal Preacher j Go thy Way^ eat thy Bread 
Hvitb yoy^ and drink thy Wine with a merry 
Heart ; for GOD now accepteth ♦ both thy 
Perfbn, and thy Performances.- 

But, if You overlook the Righteoufnefs of 
the blefled JESUS ; if You depend upon 
Yourfelf and your own Attainments; You 
are (how (hall I fpeak it!) not accepted, but 
accurfed. In fuch a Cafe, You have already 
heard your Doom denounced by Mofesj and 
may hear it ratified by the Apoftie of the 
Gentiles ; As many as are of the Works of the 

Lawy 

♦ Ecclcf. ix. 7. — Jfpa/to's Remark difcovers an Ambiguity 
in the Word accepud. — if People mean, That fmcere Obe- 
dience ihall be accepted, as their jujlifying Righteoufnefs ; 
as that which conftitutes their Title to everlafting Felicity : 
the Proportion is extremely falfe. — If they mean. That the 
fmcere Obedience of Believers, though very imperfeft in it- 
fclf, ihall be graciaujly regarded in CHR 1ST, and find Fa- 
vour through his all recommending Merit : the Sentiment is 
unqueftionably true. — Is Sincerity the Effe£f 0/ Faith? Then 
Wc may rejoice in it, with the happy Apoftle, 2 Cor. i. 12. 
Would Sincerity be the Condition of our Jujiification ? ' TheU 
Wc muft renounce it, with holy Job, Chap. ix. 1 5. 

B 3 
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Lawy who feek Juftification by their owa 
Obfervance of its Commands^ are under the 
Curfe'^. 

Tiber. Under the Curfe! Becaufe, our At- 
tempts to obey, though faithi^ully exerte<i, arc 
attended with Defeats ! Is not this unreaibn-* 
able and fhocking? Unreafinabky that the GOD 
of Juftice fhould eftablifh a Law of fuch con- 
fummate Perfeftion,. as no Child of Adam 
can, even with his utmoft Affiduity and Care, 
fulfil ? Shocking, that the GOD of Mercy fhould 
thunder out fo fevere a Denunciation, on the 
leaft inadvertent Breach, on every unavoidable 
Failure ? — This exceeds the relentlefs Rigour 
of DracOy or the tyrannical Impofitions of 
the Mgyptian Tafk-nrnfters; Draco is faid to 
Have written his Laws in Blood. Yet He ne- 
ver enacted fuch Inftitutions, as were abfo- 
lutely too ftri^i and difficult to be obferved. 
And, though the Mgyptian Tafk-mafters in- 
fifted upon the full Tale of Bricks, without 
allowing the neceflary Proportion of Straw, 
yet the Punifhment they inflicted, was incom- 
parably lefs than everlafting Deftruftion, 

Afp.^ Had GOD Almighty's Defign in de- 
livering his Law to fallen Mankind, been;i 
to propound the Means of their Juftification j 
your Argument wcyld have been valid, and 
}.our Inference undeniable. But the SU- 
PREME 

• Gal iii. lO. 
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PREME LEGISLATOR had a very different, 
a far more myfterious End. — ^However, be- 
fore I proceed to touch upon this Point, let 
me defire to know^wr Opinion. 

For what Reafons, think you, was the Law 
ordained ? 

7'Aer. For what Reafons ? — ^To deter Men 
from the Commiflion of Vice, and excite them 
to the Pra6Hce of Virtue. — To fet before them 
a Rule for their Conduft 5 which if they di- 
ligently obferve, they fhall be rewarded with 
eternal Happinefs ; which if they prefumptu- 
cully tran%refs, they fhall be punijhed with 
eternal Mifery. 

Afp. The Law is undoubtedly a Ruk of 
Conduft to All, not the Condition of eternal 
Happinefs to Any. If Man had never fallen, 
this Doftrine had been found Divinity; and 
this Method, a pra6licable Scheme. But, ever 
fince the F^//, fuch a Way of Salvation, is 
foraewhat like the Nortb-Eaji Paffage. A» 
Mountains of Ice, and the fevereft Rigours 
of Winter, block up this : fo, extreme Im- 
potence in Man, and the utmoft Perfeflion in 
the Law, bar up that. — The Lawy faith the 
Apoftle, is weak\ is incapable of furnifhing 
Us with a Title to the heavenly Felicity *. 

Not 

♦ Rom. viii. 3. Therefore he fays in another Place j IF 
there bad been a Law given^ which could have given Lifgy Gal. 

B 4 iii* 
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Not through any Defe6l in its Precepts, but 
through the Flejh ; through the Inability of 
our degenerate Nature. 

Yet I muft confefs. You are not alone in 
this Opinion. Multitudes have unwarily en- 
tertained the fame Notion. Not apprehen- 
five, that they fruftrate hereby the Grace of 
GOD, and fender it of none Effeft with re- 
gard to themfelves. — ;If You examme the 
fcriptural Account, You will find it quite of 
another Strain. 

T^her. Pray let me hear the fcriptural Ac- 
count. For, whenever thofe divine Oracles 
fpeak, I am all Attention. Where-ever they 
interpofe their Authority, I am all Submiffion. 

Afp. By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin*. 
Far from being our Juftifier, it is our Ac- 
cufer. It arraigns and proves Us guilty. It 
demonftrates, beyond all Poffibility of Con- 
tradiftion, that the very beft among Us, have 
failed and come ihort of our Duty s nay, that 
the veiy beft among Us, have done amifs, 
and dealt wickedly. 

/ was alive without the Law once^, fays the 
Apoftle-f-. I thought myfelf upright and 
holy ; and intitled, by Virtue of thefe Qua- 
lifications, 

lii. 11, It is the fame Way of fpeaking, and intended to 
denot.^ the very lame Impnjjibility^ which is implied in that 
Speech" of y £ HO VA H to Abraham ; IF a Man can num* 
her the Duji of the Earth, Gen. xiii. 1 6, 

* Rom. iii. 20. f Rom. vii. 9* 
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lifications, to Life eternal. But when the 
Commandment came^ fliining in its Purity, and 
operating with Power, Sin revived \ a clear 
and lively Senfe of Guilt fhot, like a piercing 
Ray, through all my Soul. I faw myfelf 
chargeable with many paft Provocations, I 
felt myfelf fubjeft to much remaining Cor- 
ruption. In confequence of which, / died\ 
my vain Conceits were blafted ; my prefump- 
tuous Hopes expired : I could not but ac- 
knowledge myfelf, juftly liable to Condemna-. 
tion and Death. 

T^ber. It had this Effeft on Saul, when He 
was a malignant and barbarous Perfecuton 
But, when People are virtuous and benevolent^ 
what Purpofe does it then ferve ? 

Afp. A very important one. Yet fuch as 
may, probably, at the firft Hearing, afFe6t 
You with a little Surprife. ^be Law entered, 
fays the Apoftle, that tbe Offence might — 

I'her. Be retrained, no doubt. 

Afp. That the Offence might abound^, is 
the Affertion. 

Tber. Surprifing indeed ! Is it poflible that 
GOD s Law fhould give Countenance to Sin ? 
Nay, add Spurs to the Sinner ? 

Afp. Lf t Us beware of miftaking our fa- 
cred Cafuift. The Law entered, not that th* 
Commi^n of Smmightht autborizedy hat, thdt 

th,c 

♦ Rem. V. 20. 
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the Jbundance of our Sins might be manifeJleL 
Th?t all Mankind, even your virtuous Per- 
Ibns, may perceive the great Multitude of 
their Iniquities ; the greater Impurity of their 
Hearts*; together wifh the utter Imperfec- 
tion of their higKeft Atteunments, and beft 
Services* 

This End could not be anfwered by a Law, 
relaxed in its Demands, or warping to our 
Wegknefi; only by a Syflem of Precepts, 
every Way exaft, and in all Degrees perfed:. — 
Whoever would reprefent to his Neighbour, 
the SpQt$ that fully, or the Scars that dis- 
figure his Countenance, muft efieft the De- 
fign, not by a ftained, but by a pure Mirror. 

T^er. T^be Knowledge of Siriy and a ConviSlion 
of our exceeding Sinfulnefs! — Thefe are Inten- 
tions, which I fhould not have fufpefted. 

Afp. Thefe are not all. There is another 
Intention of the Law, equally neceflary, and 
no lefs awfiil. It reveals the Wrath of GOD, 
againjl all UngoMinefs and Vnrighteoufnefs of 
Men'f. — Having fet before the Sinnei', his 
innumerable Offences, and enormous Guilt ; 
it denounces the Doom> which He deferves. 
It unfheaths the Sword of Juftice, and threa- 
tens the Offender with everlafting Deftrudion 
from the Prefence of the LORD, 

Tier. 
♦ y/wrf therefore was LawgWn them^ to evince 

Their natural Pravity. Milt B. XII. 287. 

t Rom, i. 18. 
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*Tber. A modern Writer fuppofes, that GOD 
may fet a/ide the Law, ia Favour of fraijl. 
Men. I might far more realbnably fupppfe^^ 
that He would mitigate Xht Law, on the fame 
Confid^ratiofl. But what Yoa urge, makes, 
me afraid to lean oft fo precarious a FVcp. 

j4J^. To look for Comfort and Salvation, 
from this Quarter, would be U> lean^ as thc^ 
Arabian Proverb Ipeaks, on a Wave of the Sea : 
which will not only fail to fupport, but will. 
certainly fwallow up, the unadvifed and raft 
Depender. 

No, Tieron-j rather than thfe divine Law 
fhould lok its HonourSj, Sodom and Gomorrah. 
were laid in Afhes ; the antient W4ujd was 
deflroyed with a Deluge ; die prefent Fraroa. 
of Nature is deftined to the Flames, and all 
its unholy Inhabitants will be condemned to 
Hell. — ^Nay, rather than the leajl HittU ftiould 
pafs unaccomplifhed, its Curfe has been exe- 
cuted on GOD's own SOJM, and all its In- 
jun6lions hav^ been fulfilled in the Perlbn of 
JESUS CHRIST. 

TT)er. As I dare not confide in the modern 
provifionary Saho^ fo neither can I accede, to 
your feverc and terrifying Notions. — The Laws 
of a wife and beneficent Governor, are calcu- 
lated for the Good of his Subjects. What 
Good can accrue to Us, from receiving Hich 
a Sentence, and pofleffing fuch Convi6lions ? 
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j^. Much and various, — ^Though I might 
ihention many Advantages, I (hall content 
myfclf with fele6ting one. Which is not only 
valuable in itfelf, but the Introduftion to 
every fpiritual BlefCng. — ^Hence We are taught 
to^^ our Danger : hence We are made to feet 
our Mifery : that We may no longer fleep in 
Security, but folicitoufly look out for Deli- 
verance, and gladly accept the fovereign Re- 
medy. 

T%er. The Law then, according to yout 
Reprefentation, is intended to accufe me — ^to 
amviSl me — ^to condemn me. So it becomes^ 
inftead of a falutary, a killing Syftem. 

AJp. Tie Letter kilkth, but the Spirit giveth 
Life"^. If We adhere to the literal Senfe, 
without attending to the fpiritual Defign : if 
We regard only the Precept and the San6lion, 
as they ftand in tbemfehes ; and neither con* 
fider, nor improve them, as a6ting in Sub^ 
ferviency to the MEDIATOR'S Righteoufnefs; 
they are doubtlefs a killing Ordinance, and 
bind Us down under a Sentence of Death.-— 
But rightly improved — Hold ! Let me pro- 
ceed no farther with the Argument. 

You are a Sportfman, Hberon^ and delight 
in the manly Recreations of the Field. You 
muft therefore have read that fine Poem* 
which fo elegantly defcribes your favourite 
Diverfion. 

T!ber. 
♦ aCir.iii.e. 
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^er. The Chace, I fuppofe, You mean. 

Afp. The fame. — Do You remember the 
large Defcription of the royal Stag Cbace ? 

Tier. Perfeftly well. It is not a Week, 
fince I perufed die whole Paffagej; and with 
as much Pleafure^ as if it had been intirel/ 
new. 

AJf. Then You can give me a Summary 
of the agreeable Narrative. 

Tier. I can. But will not this Chace lead 
Us away very far from our.Subjeft ? 

jifp. Perhaps, not fo far as You imagine. 
I have a Reafon for my Requefl. 

Tier. What Reafon, I bcfeech You ? 

ji/p. You fhall loon know. Only favour 
me with the Account. 

T&er. I proteft, I cannot difcern the leaft 
Connexion, between thefe rural Sports, and 
the grand Topic of our Converfation. How- 
ever, fince You command, I will implicitly 
obey. 

The Stag, roufed from his Lair, fhakes his 
dappled Sides ; tofles his beamy Head ; and, 
confcious of fuperior Agility, feems to defy 
the gathering Storm. — You fee, fpeaking of 
Poetry, I have catched fomething of the poe- 
tical Strain. 

^. This inlivened Manner excites my Ea- 
gerne^, and makes me more defirous to hear 
the Sequel. 

Tier. 
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^er. Firft, He has Rccourfc to Stratagem, 
■and evafive Shifts. He plunges into the Copfe i 
darts acrdfs the Glade j arid wheels about iii 
tloabling Mazes j as though Me wdiild ptirfue, 
leven the Foe He avoids. The fdll-mouthed 
l^ack unravel all his Windings, and drive Him 
from his wily Arts. 

Now, He betakes fiitnfeff to Plight, and 
confides in his Spetd. He burfts through the 
4* Woods; bounds over the Lawhs y and leaves 
the lagging Beagles far behind. The Beagles 
flow, but fure, trace his Steps, through Woods, 
through Lawns, through half the e^ctended 
Forefl. Unwearied, ftill unwearied, they urge 
their ardent Way, and gain upon the alarmed 
Objedl of their Purfuit. 

Again He flies. Flies with redoubled Swift- 
iicfe* Shoots down the Steep ; ftrains up the 
Hill 5 and takes fhelter in the inmofl: Recefs 
ctf fome fequeftercd Grove. The fagacious 
Hounds hang, with greedy Noftrils, on the 
Scent. They recover, by indefatigable Aflidui- 
ty, the Ground they had loft. Up they come 
a third Time i and, joining in a general Peal 
of Vengeance, hurry the affrighted Animal 
from his fhort Concealment. 

Perplexed, and in the utmoft Diftrefs, He 
feeks the numerous Herd. He would lofe 
Himfclf, and elude his PurTuers, amidfl the 
Multitude of his Fellows. But they, uncon- 
cerned 
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cerned for a Brother's Woe, fhun the mifer- 
abk Creature, or expel Him from the fHfifh 
Circle. — Abandoned by his Aflbciates, and 
haunted with Apprehenfions of approaching 
Ruin, He trembles at every Leaf that fhakes. 
He ftarts ; He Iprings ; and wild, and fwift 
as the Wind, flies He knows not where, yet 
pours all his Soul in Flight,-^— Vain, vain are 
his Efforts. The horrid Cry, latdy leffened, 
thickens upon the Gale, and thunders in his 
Ear. — ^Now, the poor breathlefs Viftim is full 
in View. His Sprightlinefs forfakes Him. 
His Agility is fpertt. See ! how He toils in 
yonder Valley, with faultering Limbs, and a 
hobling Gait. The Sight of their Game, 
quickens the Pace, and whets the Ardour, of 
the impetuous Hounds. With tumultuous 
Violence they rufli in, and with clamorous 
Joy demand their Prey. 

What can He do ? Surrounded as He i^, 
with infulting Tongues, and ravenous Jaws ? 
Delpair is capable of inlpiriting even the ti- 
morous Breaft. Having nothing to hope. He 
forgets to fear. He faces about, and makes 
a refolute Stand. The Trunk of a fturdy Tree, 
covers his Rear ; and his own branching 
Homs, defend Him in Front. He rufhes up- 
on his Adverfaries ; ^ars fome ; lays others 
groveling on the Turf; and makes the whole 
coward Pack give way. 

Encouraged 
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Encouraged by this unexpcfted Succefs, his 
Hopes revive. He rallies once again his droop- 
ing Spirits ; exerts the little Remainder of his 
Strength ; and fprings through the midft of 
the retiring Rout. — It is his laft, laft Chance. 
He ftretches every Nerve; once more lofes 
Sight of the Rabble from the Kennel ; and^ 
finding no Security on the Land, takes to the 
Water. He throws his burning Sides into the 
River; fails down the cooling Stream; and 
flinks away to the Verge of fome little fhelving 
Ifland. There, finding a Refting-place for 
his Fie^t, He fkulks dofe to the fhady Margin. 
All immerfed in the Wave, excepting only 
his Noftrils, He baffles, for a while, the pry- 
ing Eye of Man, and the keener Smell of 
Brute* 

Difcovered, at lengthy and forced to quit 
this unavailing Refuge, He climbs the flippery 
Bank. Unable to fly any longer, He ftands 
at Bay againft an aged Willow. Stands, all 
faint with Toil, and fobbing with Anguifh, 
The Croilds that gather round Him, with 
mercilefs and outrageous Tranfport, triumph 
in his Mifery. A Multitude of blood-thirfty 
Throats, joined with the fonorous Horn, ring 
his funersJ Knell. — ^The Tears,' till this fatal^ 
Inflant unknown, gufl^rom his languifhing 
Eyes, and roll down his reeking Cheeks. He 
cafts one more Look on the Woods, the Lawns, 

the 
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the pleafing Scenes of his former Delights j 
and, determined to die, prepares to fell hia 
Life as dear as poflible. 

At this moft critical Juncture, the roysl 
Sportfman comes up. He fees the diftrefled 
Creature ; and, as foon as He fees, He pities. 
The Clemency, which attends the Throne, 
accompanies even the Diverfions of Majefty* 
He ifliies the high Command. The prohibitory 
Signal is given* The Pack, though raving 
for Blood, are checked in a Moment. And 
not checked only, but called off from the 
Prey. Difappointed and grumbling, they re- 
tire : and leave the intended Viftim of their 
Fury> to enjoy his Liberty, his Safety, and 
his Eafe again. 

I have now followed the Stag, till I have 
tired your Patience. Why did You fufFer me 
to run on, at this extravagant Rate ? You 
know, I am, on thefe favourite Topics, an 
everlafting Talker. 

j^Jp. Why this Apology, T'heron? I am fure. 
You did not fee my Lips yawn, or my Head 
nod, while You was purfuing your Subjeft. 
Befides, I intend to make Reprizals, and put 
your Attention to the fame Tryal. 

Thus the Striftnefs of the Law purfues the 
Soul; diflodges it fromcveiy Refuge of Lies; 
and never remits its terrifying Menaces, till 
the poor Delinquent ceafes from Self-confi- 

Vol. II. C dence. 
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dence, and fixes on CHRIS I' for his whole 
Salvation *. 

The Man, perhaps, is awakened into a 
ferious Concern for his eternal State. In con- 
fequence of which, He relinquifhes his pro- 
fane and iniquitous Praftices. Breaks the 
Sabbath, and defrauds his Neighbour no more. 
- — But the Law quickly reprefents, and in a 
glaring Light, that a Negative Obedience is 
by no Means fufficient, to deliver from the 
Wrath to come. 

Upon this, He betakes Himfelf to a Courfc 
of po/itive Hplinefs. Gets acquainted with re- 
ligious People, and performs religious Duties. 
Prays in fecret, and attends public Ordinances. 
Confcientioufly obferves the LORD's Day, 
and regulates his Behaviour by the Rule of 
GOD's Commandments. Now, He is ready 
to congratulate Himfelf on his remarkable 
and hopeful Reformation. 

Soon He perceives, that all his Proficiency 
is but Skin-deep : a mere out/iJe Varnifh : 
which has not penetrated, the inner Man. He 
begins, therefore, to watch over the Motions, 
and bewail the Evils of his Heart. He la- 
bours to fubdue Pride, and curb Paflion; to 
purge out filthy Lulls, and to banifli fpiritual 
Wickednefs. Notwithflanding all liis Vigi- 
lance, 

♦ Lex Hominem urgeU dome i j ^ rf C H R I S T U M confugit. 
Turn ipfa diiit', Afylum es na/fus j df^no Te perfequi ; fapisy 
Jalvus es* Bcngcl. 
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lance, Confcience flies in his Face, either for 
the Negle6l of fome Virtue, or the Commir. 
fion of fome Sin. The Law rings in his Ear 
that dreadful Denunciation; *' Curfed is He, 
** that performeth not >/// Things/' 

Struck by this Convidlion, his Wounds 
bleed afrefli. He is obliged to feek fome new- 
Balm for his Sore. In order to appeafe an 
offended GOD, and atone for his fmful Re- 
iapfes, He makes many forrowful Confeffions; 
poflibly, fubmits to voluntary Sufferings. He 
denies Himfelf, and beftows liberally on the 
Poor. He fighs deeply, and mourns bitterly. 
—But can Waters that are muddy, cleanle 
the Garment that is filthy ? Wilt Thou fatisfy, 
O vain Man, for one Sin, by committing an- 
other ? In thefe penitential Exercifes, were thy 
Thoughts fteadily devout ? In tbofe A<5ls of 
Beneficence, was thy Heart warmly affec- 
tionate ? If not, fuch fanfied Reparations of 
pad Faults, only aggravate the heavy Score. , 

What fliall He do ? He cannot pay. To 
heg He is afhamed. Fain would He enter in- 
to Life, yet not be too much indebted to 
Grace, He attempts therefore to compound 
with Heaven. He binds Himfelf by folemn, 
perhaps by facramental Engagements, to ufc 
greater Circumfpeftion fopthe future. Then 
turns his Eye to the divine MEDIATOR; 
not with a View of relying wholly on his 

C 2 Rightfr* 
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Righteoufnefs ; but only to obtain fuch a Sup» 
ply, as may make up the Deficiencies of his 
own. — Somewhat like this was the Miflake 
of the Galatian Converts; againft which St. 
Paul^ in his Epiftle to that People, fo folidly 
di{putes, and fo (harply inveighs *. 

For a while, He holds faft his purpofed 
Integrity. At length, falling notorioufly fliort, 
in executing his Part, a ftartling Voice founds 
in his Ear that dreadful Alarm ; " Curfed is 
" He that continuetb not." His Heart finks 
with Difcouragement, and all his Refolutions 
hang their enfeebled Heads. He has tried 
every Method, that He can devife ; and has 
found every Method ineffedlual. All his Ex- 
pedients are a Spider's Web, and his Hope is 
as the giving up of the Ghoft. 

His Soul, purfued by the Law, and hunted 
by Terror, is brought to the Gates of Death, 
or the very Brink of Defpair. And now the 
KING of Kings, now the LORD our Righ- 
teoufnefs, appears for his Refcue. Now is 
accomplifhed that gracious Declaration ; O If- 
raely thou haft deftroyed thy [elf ^ but in me is thy 

Help. 

♦ Sharply indeed ! For, inftead of faluting them, under 
the honourable Title of Saints and Faithful in CHRIST 
JESUS; He ftigmatizes them with that ievere Appellation, 
Ofoolijh Galatians ! — ^And as to their Praftice, which was a 
Departure from Juftification by CHR 1ST alone^ He ftjrlcs 
it, not merely an Error, but an Error of die moft mifchiev- 
OU8 and horrid Kind--aii Infatuation — a Bewitchery^ Tk 
Amuwiu Gal. iii. i. 
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Help*. — ^Driven from every falfe Refuge, and 
drawn by the bleffed SPIRIT, He comes 
weary and heavy laden to CHRIST. Con- 
vmced of the Sin of his Nature,, the Sin of 
his Life, and the Sin of his heft Duties, He 
renounces Himfelf in every View. This is 
all his Salvation, and all his Defire, that He 
may win CHRIST^ and be found in Him. 
Did that poor afflifted Woman fay ? If I may 
but touch his Garment y IJkall be whole. With 
equal Ardour does this inlightened Sinner cryj 
** If I may but have Fellowftiip with theglo^ 
" rious I M MANUEL, in his Merits and in 
" his Benefits, I am alive from the Dead 5 I 
" am happy for ever J* 

Having feen a Glimpfe of the tranfcendent 
Excellency of the REDEEMER'S Perfon; 
having received a Tafte from the inexhauftiblc 
Fulnefs of his Grace ; O ! how He longs for 
brighter Manifeftations ! How He thirfts after 
more plentiful Draughts ! — ^None that come 
to CHRISTy are caft out. He that awakens 
thefe ardent Defires, in his due Time gives 
the defired Bleffings. After various Confli6ls, 
a comfortable and eftablilhed Faith is wrought 
in the Penitent's Soul. He believes, that the 
SON of the MOST HIGH died in his Stead, 
and was obedient for his Juftification. Be- 
lieves, that all the unfearchable Riches of the 
C 3 adored 

♦ Hof. xiii. 9. 
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adored MEDIATOR'S Life and Death are hig 
Portion*, 

By this Faith, his Heart is purified); hia 
Heart is quickened: He is fitted for every 
good Work. — Though Temptations affault 
Him, He derives Strength from his SAVI, 
OUR i refifts the Devil; and is faithful unto 
Death, — Though Corruptions defile Him, He 
flies to the Fountain opened for XJncleannefs "f- 5 
makes daily, hourly Application of the Blood 
of Sprinkling ; and goes on his Way, rejoicing 
in GOD his SAVIOUR. 

I'ber. Your Difcourfe puts me in mind of 
Jlbfaloms Procedure, when Joab refufed to 
make Him a Vifit. The Prince ordered his 
Servants to fet on fire tlie General's ftanding 
Corn X' This Stratagem had its intended Ef- 
ffift:^ The Apprehenfion of Danger drove Him^ 
when the refpci^ful Invitation would not lead 

Him, 

* See this Work of Grace3^.and Procedure of Convcrfion, 
more copioufly difplayed, in a valuable little Piece intitlcd. 
Human Nature in its fourfold State^ by Mr. Thomas Bqjion^ 
page 227. — Which, in my Opinion, is one of our beft Books 
for common Readers. 'iTie Scnrenccs are fhort, and the 
Comparifons ftrikins^. The Language is eafy, and the Doc- 
trine evangelical. The Method proper, the Plan comprc- 
henfivc, the Manner fearching yet confolatory. — If another 
celebrated Treatifc is ft)'led, The whole Duty of Man^ I would 
call this The Whole of Man : as it comprifes — what He 
tuas originally — what He is by TranfercfTion — what HeJhcuU 
be through Grace — and then what He will be in Glory. 

t Zccb. xiii. I, % 2 Sam. xiv. 30, 
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Him, to a perlbnal Interview, You fcem to 
fuppofe, that the Law was delivered with fuch 
a Defign j to lay Us under a Ncceffity of flying 
to the Atonement of CHRIST. 

j4Jp. I do, Tberon. And for this Opinion, 
I have a far better Authority, than my own 
Suppofition. We are aflbred by unerring 
Wifdoto, That CHRIST is the End of the 
Law *. It points invariably to Him. It ter- 
minates wholly in Him. And then obtains its 
noble Purpofe, when Sinners are brought to 
their divine REDEEMER, for Righteoufnefs 
and Strength : For that Righteoufnefs ^ which 
intitles to Heaven ; that Strength^ which ca- 
pacitates for Obedience. 

The Law bath concluded tf// Mankind under 

■* .■ 

Sin-f, Yet not with an Intention, that any 
fhould be difcouraged now, or perilh for ever : 
but that every One may fee his inexpreflible 
Need, of a SAVIOUR'S Death, and a S A- 
VIOUR's Obedience:}:. That, being thus 
prepared, both to value and receive fo preci- 
ous 

* • Rom. X. 4. 

• f Qal. iii. 22. The facred Original is fomcwhat more 
comprchcnfive than Afpafio% Interprctaiion. It is not Travraf , 
butvairra. Which denotes Tlnngi^ as well as Perfous: And 
implies, that nothing We bave^ nothing We do^ is free from 
Sin; till the Merits of CHRISTmictvency and the Blood 
of C//^/Sr be fprinklcd. 

J fUtfiusj fpeaking of the Law delivered at Sina!^ fays ; 
Fa^a /// ifla Foederis Operum (Commemoration ad Ifraclitas 
Peccatorum i^ MiferiiC fua convincendoSj ex Jaffi: cxpellendos^ 

C 4 di 
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ous a Bleffing, the Promife of Juftification by 
Faith in JESUS CHRIST may be given to them 
that believe. 

Let Us advert to this grand Aim of the 
Law. Then, We Ihall fee Goodnefs, un- 
queftionable and fovereign Goodnefs, in form- 
ing its Conftitution fo fublimely perfeSly and 
making its Thieatenings fo inflexibly fevere^ 
Exclufive of this wholfome Severity, We fhould 
fupinely difefteem, perhaps, wantonly reje<5t„ 
the Grace of the Gofpel. — ^The prodigal Son 
would never have returned to his Father, in 
that humble, fubmiffive, fupplicating Pofturc; 
if He had not found his Circumftances utterly 

ruined, 

Ji Necejfttate Satis/axioms edocendos^ V ad CHftlJ^TUM 
tompellendos : k3 fic infervit Feeder i Gratia, 

Animadv. Iren. p. 99. 

The Genius and Deftgn of the Law were, I think, emble- 
jnatically taught, by the Circumftances attending its Delivery. 
—The Mountain, not to be trodden by any Ifraelite^ or 
touched by any Beaft, on pain of Death — The Voice of 
. Thunder, and the Glare of Lightning — The Sound of the 
Trumpet, and the Clouds of Smoke — The vaft Range ofiA 
Hills and Rocks, trembling to. their Center — Six hundred^ 
thoufand Men ftruck with inexpreflible Confternation — And 
Mofes^ even Mofes himfelf, the Favourite of Heaven, terri-. 
fied exceedingly — All thefe indicated the righteous^ the ri- 
£orousy and the atvful Import of ** The Word fpoken." . 

Nor was the E^eX of thefe aftoni filing Incidents, without 
a fpiritual Meaning. The People ddrft not adventure upon 
a perfonal Approach, but had Recourfe to a Mediator, They 
rcquefted, that Mofes might interpofe j and tranfaft Affairs, 
between the terrible JEHOVAH, and the guilty Congre- 
gation. — Such an Impreffion, the Purity and the Rigour of 
the Law, fhould make on our Hearts : (hould drive Us from 
Self toaSAVIOUR; deter Us from confiding in our legat^^ 
and prompt Us to feek an evangelical Righteouihefs. 
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ruined, and felt Himfelf perifhing with Hun- 
ger. No more would the conceited Sons of 
jidaniy difclaiming all Pretence to any Merit 
of their own, and with nothing but the Hal- 
ter ♦ of Self-condemnation about their Necks^ 
fall down at the Feet of a merciful RE- 
DEEMER: if they were not inftigated by 
the fharp Goad, or rather driven by the flam- 
ing Sword of the Law, 

To this agrees our celebrated Milton. Whole 
Divinity is as faultlefs, as his Poetry is match- 
lefs. You will give me Leave to quote a few 
of his beautiful Lines. Which recapitulate^ 
as it were, the whole preceding Converfation: 
and, while they recapitulate the Converfation. 
ctmfirm the Do6lrine. This will make You 
fome amends, for my late tedious Harangue. 
This will tip the Lead with Gold. 

So Law appears imperfeSi ; and but giv^n 
With Purpofe to rejign them^ in full T'ime^ 
Up to a better Covnant ; difciplind 
From Jhadowy Types to I'ruth 5 from Fief: to 

Spirit ', 
From Impofition ofJlri£i LawSy to free 
Acceptance of large Grace j fromfervile Fear^ 
T*o filial'^ Works of Law y to Works of Faith -f^ 

* Alluding to thofc remarkable Words of Benhadad*s Ser- 
vants ; Let Us put Sack-cloth upM our Loins, and Ropes upon 
our Heads, and go out to meet the King of Ifrael ; pvr adven- 
ture He willfave thy Life. I Kings xx. 31. 

t B. XII. 300. 

D I A^ 




DIALOGUE X. 




A S P A S I o. 

^GAIN, ^beronl Muft we never 
lay afide the Weapons of Contro- 
verfy ? — ^You put me in mind of 
the refolute^A^//?;!; who, hav- 
ing fought with diflinguiflied Bra- 
very on the Field of Marathon^ purfued the 
vanquifhed Perjians to their Fleet. At that 
very Inftant, a Galley full of the Enemies 
Troops, was putting off to Sea. Determined, 
if poffible, to prevent their Efcape, He laid 
hold on the Veflel with his Right-hand. Which 
was no fooner fixed, than chopped off by the 
Sailors. The Warrior, not at all dilcouraged, 
feized it with his left. When that alfo was 
cut away, He faflened his Teeth in its Side ; 
and never quitted his Gripe, till He refigned 
his Breath *. 

Ther. 

♦ TTie Athenian^ Name was Cynagyrus. The Author, 
who relates this extraordinary Story, b Juflin. If the Reader 

fhould 
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^tber. I have been reconfidering the Cafe of 
imputed JRighteoufnefs ; and am by no means 
iatisfied, as to the Prc^riety of th^ Phrafe^ or 
the Truth of the Do£bine ; cfpccially, in the 
Senfe which You efpoufe. — Objc£lions aiife, 
more fubftantial and weighty, than any that 
have hitherto been urged. And which, if I 
miflake not. You will find it a more difficult 
Talk to anfwer. 

Afp. I muft do my beft. And if my beft 
Attempts prove unfuccefsful, I (hall fay with 
the gallant Ipbicrates^ when overpowered by 
the Eloquence of his Antagonist ; " My Ad^ 
" verfary is the better Aftor, but mine is the 
" better Play/' 

' I fay better — ^For, to You, ^beron^ I will, 
freely own, what to another Perfon I fhould 
not be fo willing to difclofe ; That I receive 
no Comfort, but from the habitual Belief, 
and daily Application of this precious Doc- 
trine. — ^Whenever I read the moft correB and 
beautiful Writings, that proceed in the con- 
traiy Strain, I feel my Spirits heavy ; I find 
my Profpefts gloomy ; and not one Ray of 
Confolation gleams upon my Mind. Whereas, 
fnuch meaner Compofitions, which breathe the 
Savour of this evangelical Undion, feldom 

fail 

fliould think it a Rbodomontadij I believe. He will not judge 
amifs. And I promtfe myfelf, the fame good Senfe will en- 
able Him to diftinguifh, between what is hinted by way of 
PUafantryy and what is urged by way of Argument. 
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fail to quicken my Hopes; to brighten my 
Views 5 and put into my Mouth that pioufly 
alert Profeffion of the Pfalmift, / will run the 
Way of thy Commandments^ now thou baft ftt my 
Heart at liberty *. — ^Though I am far from 
laying any confiderable Strefs upon this Ob- 
fervation ; farther (till from advancing it into 
the Place of an Argument; yet I may be per- 
mitted to mention it, in the Confidence and 
Familiarity of Friendfliip. 

Tber. An Opinion propofed with io much 
Modefty, and fo nearly conne6ted with my 
Afpq/ios Comfort, has doubtlefs a Claim to my 
ferious Attention* Otherwife, it might pof- 
fibly provoke my Raillery. For, You muft 
know, I am no great Admirer of inward 
Feelings. I cannot think them a very folid 
Method of demonflxating your Point- It muft 
be inforced by better Reafons, if You would 
gain it Accefs to my Heart. 

We muft place, You fay, a Dependence 
upon the LORD JESUS CHRIST, iaaU 
ihdXllthzs done dinAfuffered. This, You add, 
is our only juftifying Righteoufnefs : the only 
Method to obtain Pardon of our Sins, and 
Life eternal. 

Afp. I do, Theron. This being the Righte- 
oufnefs of GOD, is — 

Ther. Give me Leave, before You proceed 
farther, to propofe a Query. Does the Righ- 

teoufhefs 
♦ /^/. cxix. 32. I 
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teoufnefe of GOD fignify the aftive and paC- 
five Obedience of CHRIST? 

Afp. Righteonfiiefs is a Conformity to the 
Law, in Heart, and in Life. As the SON 
of GOD voluntarily made Himfelf fubjeft to 
the Lavsr ; perfeftly fulfilled its Precepts ; and 
fuffered to the utmoft its Penalty ; this, I 
(hould imagine, furnifhes Us with the truejl 
and noblejl Signification of the Phrafe. 

Tber. What, if I or Others fhould imagine 
quite the Reverfe ? 

jifp. I thank my Friend for his Admonition. 
It is indeed unreafonable, that my bare Imagi- 
nation fhould pafs for Orthodoxy and Truth. 
Let Us then inquire after better Proof. 

When the divine Name, in the facred Phra- 
feology, is added to a Subftantive, it exprefles 
fome very extraordinary Property.— 7)&^ Trees 
of the LORD ^ J denote thofe (lately and mag- 
nificent Forefls, which the Hand of the MOST 
HIGH planted. — The Mountains of GOD f, 
are thofe prodigioufly large Elevations of the 
Earth, which none but an Almighty Arm 
could eftablifh. — The Righteoufnefs of GOD 
likewife means, A Righteoufnefs of the moji 
fupereminent Dignity j fuch as is worthy to be 
called by his Name \ and may juftly challenge 
his Acceptance. And where fhaU We find 

this, 
♦ Pfal civ. i6. 

t This is the Import of the Original, D n^JJ nH' ^A'- 
xxxvi. vtr. 7. Hih. ver. 6. Eng. 
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this, but in the Conduct and Perfon of his 
blefled SON ? — ^This has a moft unexception- 
able Claim to the exalted Title : being, as a 
maHerly Critic explains the Phrafe, " A Righ- 
" teoufnefs devifed by GOD the FATHER, 
•^ from all Eternity ; wrought out by GOD 
" the SON, m the Perfon of JESUS CHRIST, 
« appUed by GOD the HOLY GHOST, to 
" the Sinner's Soul/' 

7'ber. This Doftrine of yours, if I rightly 
underftand it, would make Remiffion of Sins, 
but one half of our Juftification j and fome- 
thing clfe ne^pflary, in order to obtain eternal 
Life. Which is juft as rational, as to fuppofe. 
That though one Caufe may expel Darknefs^ 
another muft fupervene, in order to introduce 
Light. 

jijp. The Nature of Juftification, and the 
Nature of Condemnation, are two Oppofites^ 
which will mutually illuftrate each other. — 
What is implied in the Condemnation of a 
Sinner ? He forfeits eternal Life, and is doom* 
ed to eternal Death. — What is included in the 
Juftification of a Sinner ? It fuperfedes his 
Obligation to Puniftiment, and invefts Him 
with a Title to Happmefs. — In order to the 
firj}^ there muft be a Remiffion of Sins. *\n 
order to xhtfecondy an Imputation of Righ te- 
oufnefs. Both which are derived from CHRTSTs 
Mediation in our Behalf; and iotb take place, 

when 
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when we are united to that divine HEAD.— 
So that We do not derive them from two dif- 
ferent Sources, but afcribe them to one and 
the fame great, all-fufficient CAUSE. . 

Your Comparifon, though intended to over- 
throw, I think, fully eftablifhes the Senti- 
ment. — When yonder bright Orb makes his 
firft Appearance in the Eaft, what EfFefts arc 
produced ? The Shades of Night are difpei;fed, 
and the Light of Day is difFufed.— To what 
are tliey owing ? Each to a feparate, or both 
to the fame Origin ? Every one*s Experience 
will anfwer the Queftion. Thus, when the 
Sun of Rigbteoujnefs .arifes iii the Soul, He 
brings at once Pardon and Acceptance. Re- 
miffion and Salvation are under his Wings. 
Both which conftitute the Healing * of the 
Nations : and both owe their Being to CHRIST z 
Obedience, embraced as aftive, and not re- 
je6led as paffive. 

Ther. This, I know, is the fine-fpun Theory 
of your fyftematic Divines. But where is their 
Warrant from Scripture ? By what Authority 
do they introduce fuch fubtle Diftin6tions ? 

Aj^. I cannot think the Diftinftion fo fubtle, 
or the Theoi7 fo finely fpun. To be releafcd 
from the damnatory Sentence, is one Thing ; 
to be treated as a righteous Perfon, is evidently 
another. — Ahfalom was pardoned, when He 

received 

• MaLir.2. 
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received a Permiffion to remove from Gejhur^ 
and dwell at Jerufaletn, But this vsras very 
different from the Recommencement of filial 
Duty, and parental Endearment *• A Rebel 
may be exempted from the capital Punifhment, 
which his traiterous Pradlices deferve ; with- 
out being rejiored to the Dignity of his former 
State, or the Rights of a loyal Subjefti. In 
Cbrijiianity likewife, to be freed from the Charge 
of Guilt, and to be regarded as a righteous 
Perfon, are two feveral Bleffings; really di- 
ftin£t in themfelves, and often diftinguifhed 
in Scripture* 

Toiler. Where are they diftinguiflied ? In 
what Texts of Scripture ? This is what I called 
for — ^your fcriptural Warrant* 

Afp. What think You of Job's Reply to his 
cenforious Friends ? GOD forbid^ that IJhould 
jujiify Tou -j- / That Ht forgave them, there is 
no Doubt. Yet he could not juJlify them : 
could not allow their Reflexions to be equit- 
able, or their Behaviour charitable* 

What think You of Solomons Supplication ? 
^ben hear I'hou in Heaven^ and do, and judge 
thy Servants ; condemning the Wicked, to bring 
bis Way upon his Head-y and jujiifying the Rigb^ 
teousy to give Him according to his Righteoufnefs%. 

To 

♦ 2 Sam. xiv. 24. 
f Job xxvii. 5. Vcs jujlos In Caufa vejira niverfus mt 
prmimtiem. Schult. 

X I Klngi viii. 32* 
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To condemn, m this Paflagc, evidently figni- 
fies to pronounce guilty, and obnoxious to 
t^unifhment. By Parity of Reafon, to ju/iify 
muft denote to pronounce righteous, and in- 
titled to Happmefi. 

What fays Solomoris Father ? Enter not into 
Judgment with thy Servant^ O LORD I For, in 
thy Sight y Jhall no Man living be jujiijied'^. A 
Man might be pardoned, if judged according 
to the Tenour of his own Obedience, and 
found guilty, yujiijiedy or declared righteous. 
He could not be, ^dthout the Imputation of 
fome Righteoufnefs better than his own. 

From all which Paflages I conclude. That 
to be jufHfied or pronounced righteous, is dif- 
ferent from, is fuperior to, the bare Remiffion 
of Sin. 

Iher. All thefe Inftanccs are derived from 
the Old Teftament : the New, if I miftake 
not, fpeaks another Language. Confider the 
Cafe of the penitent Publican. What does He 
requeft ? GOD be merciful to me a Sinner I What 
does He obtain ? He went down to bis Houfe 
jufttfied -f-. If then the Petition and the Grant 
may be deemed correfpondent. Pardon and 
Juftification muft be reckoned equivalent. 

Jtfp. The Old and the New Teftament are; 
in their Style and Contents, exadlly corief- 

pondent. 

• PfaL cqdiii. 2. f Lukexviiu 13, 14- 

Vol. U. D • 
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pondent. Echo^ in yonder Cloyfters, do€s not 
more pun6luaUy reverberate the Speaker Woice, 
than thofe divine Books harmonize with each 
other. 

But it does not follow, from the Publicans 
Requeft and \\it Publicans Blelfing, That Par- 
don and Juftification are the fame. Only, that 
G O D's Bounty frequently exceeds our Prayers, 
and is larger than our Expe6lations ; or, that 
the Blefling which was implored, and the Blefling 
which was vouchfafed, are infeparably conne6l- 
ed, and always accompany each other. 

St. Paul mentions A yujlijication of Life : 
not barely an Exemption from the Sentence of 
Death j but fuch a Juftification, as gives a 
Title * to the Reward of Life. The Words 
are very emphatical. We fhall injure the 
Dignity of their Meaning, if We underftand 
them in a more contracted Senfe. — Towards 
the Clofe of the fame Chapter, We have an- 
otlier Paflage, rich with Confolation, and full 
to dnr Purpofe. Grace reigneth through Rigb- 
ieoufnefs unto eternal Life -f : Here, is pointed 
out the prime Source of all our Bleffings, in- 
finitely free and rich Grace : The meritorious 
Caufe^ not any Works of Man, not any Qua- 
lifications of our own, but the perfeft Righ-- 

teoufnefs 

, * JSlfVf. V. 1 8. Aixat«(ri? ?wn; eft Declaratio divini illoy 
qua Picci^orj Mortis reusy Vit<e adjudicature idque jure. 
liengeI#inIoc. 

t Rom. V, 21. 
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teoufnefsoi our LORD JESUS CHRIST: 
The Effe£l or End oi all; which is, not barely 
an Abfolution from Guilt, but an Inftatement 
in Life ; a Life of holy Communion with 
GOD in this World, to be crowned with an 
eternal Fruition of Him in another. 

Let me produce one Text more, w^hich juft 
at this In/lant occurs to my Memory. You 
will find it, in the Apoftle's Defence of Him- 
felf, before Fe/ius and Agrippa. He opens, as 
it were, his apoftolical Commiffion, and re- 
peats the Words of his royal MASTER. I 
•fend thee to ignorant and enflavedi guility and 
ruined Creatures ; to turn tbemfram Darknefs 
to Lights and Jrom the Power of Satan unto 
GOD ; tbat they may receive Forgivenefs of SinSj 
and Inheritance among all them which are fanc^ 
tifiedby Faith that is in me *. The great Prea- 
cher of the Gentiles^ or rather the fupreme 
LORD of all Preachers, has diftinguifhed be- 
tween RemiJJion of Sins^ and the Inheritance of 
Saints ; between the Pardon that delivers from 
Hell, and the Jujlijication that intitles to Hea- 
ven. So that the former does by no means 
conftitute the latter 5 but is conne6led -f- with 
it, as a Link in the fame facred Chain ; or 
included in it, as Part of the fame glorious 
Whole. 

Tier. 

* A/fs xxvi. 18. 

t Vid. Ultf. Oecon. Lib. III. Cap. viii. 5^/7. 46- 
D 2 
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T'ber. Admitting your Diftinftion to be jufl". 
Is not the Satisfa6lion, made by the Death of 
CHRISTy fufficient of itfelf to obtain, both 
our full Pardon, and our final Happinefs ? 

Afp. Since my Friend has ftarted the Quef- 
tion, I may venture, with all Reverence to the 
divine Counfels, to anfwer in the Negative : 
it being neceflary, that the REDEEMER of 
Men Ihould obey^ as well as fuffer^ in their 
Stead. — ^For this We have the Teftimony of 
our LORD Himfelf. This Commandment^ fays 
He, have I received of my FATHER, that I 
JkouU lay down my Life *• Thus it becometh Us^ 
adds He in -another Place, to fulfil all Righte- 
oufnefs -f-. To which his ApoiElle fubjoins ; 
that, if We reign in Life, it muft be, not 
only through thofe Sufferings which expiate, 
but alfo through that Righteoufnefs J which me- 
rits. 

Ther. Our LORD'S Teftimony relates only 
to a pofitive Inftitution, and is quite foreiga 
to your Purpofe. — I have often been diigufted 
at fuch ftrained Applications of Scripture. 
The Partizans of a Syftem wreft the Holy 
Book. They deal with divine Truth, as the 
Tyrant Procrujles ferved thofe unhappy Crea- 
tures, who fell into his mercilefs Hands. Is; 
a Text too Ihort, to fuit their Purpofe ? Our 
Procrujiean Expofitors can ftretch it on the 

Rack, 

* John X. 18. t Matt.iVu 15. J Rom. v. 17. 
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Rack, and lengthen its Senfe. Is it too full, 
to confift with their Scheme ? They can lop 
off a Limb, fecrete a Sentence, or contrail 
the Meaning. — ^Is this to reverence the great 
GOD ? Is this to treat relpeftfuUy the divine 
Word ? 

^41^ I have been grieved, I affure You, and 
^Igufted at this Pra6lice, as well as Yourfelf. 
A Praftice, not only very irreverent, but very 
injudicious alfo. It really prejudices the Caufe, 
it would unfairly recommend. ^Sach a Sup- 
port, is like a broken Toothy or a Poof out of 
joint * ; not only unferviceable, but hurtful ; 
an ObftruiStion, rather than a Furtherance. — 
However, I am not confcious of committing 
any Violence on this Faffage, or of forcing 
it into my Service. The Circumftance You 
objeft, rather ftrengthens, than invalidates the , 
Condulion. If it was fo requifite for our 
bleffed MEDIATOR, to obferve ^pofitive In- ,j^, 
ftitution ; how much more neceflary, to fulfil '^ | 
thofe moral Precepts, whofe Obligation is un-^^^1 
alterable and everlafting. wK^ 

Belides ; it ihould be confidered. Whether ^' 
CHRIST^s Sufferings were a complete Sa- 
tisfa£tion of the Law ? Complete they were, 
with regard to the Penalty ^ not with regard 
to the Precept. A Diftinftion obvious and 
important. From whence arifes die foUow- 

D 3 ing 

f Prov. XXV. 19. 
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ing Argument j which, for once, You will 
allow me to propofe in the logical Form. 

By what alone the Law was not fatisfied ; 
by that alone Sinners could not be juftified : 

By CHRISTs Sufferings alone, the Law 
was not fatisfied : 

Therefore, by CHRIST^s Sufferings ^fiai^^ 
Sinners could not be Juftified. 

But when We join the aflive with thc;Baf- 
five Obedience of our LORD j the Efficacjj^ of 
the One, with the Perfe6lion of the Other ; 
how does our Juftification ftand firm, in the 
fullej Senfe of the Word ! We have all that 
the Law demands, both for our Exemption 
from the Curfe, and as a Title to the Bleffmg. 

7'ber. Does not the Scripture aferibe the 
JVhok of our Salvation to the Death of 
CHRIST? Delivering it, as a never to be 
forgotten Maxim in Cbrijlianity ; That fVe have- 
Redemption through his Blood * : are brought near 
through the Blood of CHRIST f : nay, that fTe 
are jujiified (the very Point under Debate) 

rough his Blood %. — Would the infpired Wri- 
ter have afTigned thefe various Bleffings to this 
one Caufe ; if it had been a Price inadequate 
to the Purchafe, or a Means infufRcient to 
accomplifh the End ? 

Afp. This Part of our LORD'S meritorious 
Humiliation, is, by a very ufual Figure, put 

for 

♦ Epb. i. 7. t £pb' "'• I ?• t Rom. V. 9,^ 
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for the ff'bole. The Death of CHRIST in-' 
dudes, not only his Sufferings, but his Obe- 
dience. The Shedding of his precious Blood, 
was at once the grand Inftance of his Suffer- 
ing, and the finifhing A61 of his Obedience. 
In this View it is confidered, and thus it is 
interpreted, by his own Ambaflador. Who, 
Ipeaking of his divine MASTER, fays, He 
was obedient unto Deaths even the Death of the 
Crofs *. 

By the fame Figure, Faith is fometiin^s faid 
to be a lively influential Belief, that CHRIST 
died for our Sins -f-. At other Times, it is re- 
prefented, as a firm praftical Belief, That 
GOD bath raifed Him from the Dead %. Nei- 
ther of which can, without the utmoft Con- 
trariety to the Analogy of Scripture, be taken 
in the exclufive Senfe. Each A£l muft be un- 
derftood, not feparately, but jointly. Each as 
implying both, or reciprocally inferring one 
another. 

In like manner, when the Scripture afcrlbes 
our Juftification to the Death of CHRIST; 
We are not to think, that it would y^*^ ajide, 
but imply his Obedience. It is not becaufe his 
active Obedience has no Concern, in procur- 
ing the Blefling ; but becaufe his bitter Paflion 
was the moft confpicuous, and the completing 
Stage of his ever-glorious Undertaking. Then, 

D 4 and 

* Phi/, ii. 8. t I Cor. xv. 3. % R^- x. 9. 



56 D I A L O O U E X. 

and not till then, He could truly fay ; FA- 
THER, Ihavejini/hedthe Work, T'beu gavefi, 
me to do*. 

I'ber. According to your Account thfiDf it 
fhould be poflible for a Man to have all jm. 
Sins done away, yet not attain to compete Jul?- 
tification, Which is as contrary to found: 
Senfe, and true Divinity, as to imagine, that 
Crookednefs may be removed, and the Objeft 
not become ftraight. 

Afp. No, I'heron. According to my Ac- 
count, it is impoffible, that the adtive and. 
paffive Obedience of our REDEEMER fhould. 
be disjoined. To whomfoever the one is im- 
puted, from Him the other is not with-held. 
They were undivided in CHRJST the illuftrious. 
Head, and they are undivided in their Appli- 
cation to his myftical Body. As CHRIST in 
fufFering obeyed, and in obeying fufFered j fo, 
whoever receives CHRISTbs an Atonement, 
receives Him alfo as a Righteoufnefs. 

This has been obferved before ; and if this 
be real Faft, what an inefiimaify precious Gift, 
is the Gift of CHRIST J Never was the moll 
fovereign Remedy, fo admirably fuited to any 
Malady, as this is adapted to all our Wants. 
In HIM may We be found, living and dying ! 
How fafe, how happy then I — Let me not 
weary your Patience, if I repeat a Pafiage 

from 

• John xvii, 4.. 
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from our «celk»t Dr. Lightfoct. Which, 
though artkfs awj reraarkabl)i iimpie, has very 
much aiFe£ted my Miod % and, I hope> wiUi 
kave fome valuaUe Impreflion on my Friend's. 
" Juftiiication, fays that judicious Divine, is 
« a Map's being inl»i»ftcd in all CHRISl^ 
*' Righleoufhfils. And if any Thii>g is to be 
^^ longed for, fur^thatis, to be intercfted in 
« allCBRISTs Jlighteoufhefe." 

I'ber. You. don't weary my Patience; nein 
ther do.Yoii fatisfy my. Doubts* For Your 
take no Notice, of the ./4^r4Vy obJ6jfted> aM 
the Compariibn.that inforces it 

AJp. Your Con^pariibn,, my <lear Friend, i$ 
not founded on a parallel Gal^. Neither S&^%^ 
nor Philofophy find a. Medium^ between the 
Removal of CrookedneiH and the Succeffioiv 
of Straightnef$. But Reafon difcems an ap-^: 
parent^ and Revelation maintains an important^ 
Difference^ between.the.Pardoaof Guilt, and» 
a Tide to Life. This has already been proved) 
from Scripture ; and is, to me at leaft, evi- 
dent from the very Nature of Things. For, 
if a King, in Favour of fome condemned 
Malefa£lor, revoke the Sentence of Death ; 
this is one very confiderable A61 of Clemency. 
But if He pleafes to make the pardoned Cri*. 
minal, a Partaker of his Kingdom, or an 
Heir of his Crown : This furely is a new, 
and a much higher Inftance of royal Bounty. 

If 
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If You infift upon a Similitude^ the holy 
Word of GOD, which always fpeaks with 
confummate Propriety, will furnifh Us with 
one. Zuhariah illuftrates the Doftrine of 
Juftification. He reprefents the Sinner, by a 
Perfon arrayed m filthy Garments. His Pardon 
is defcribed by taking away this fordid Apparel. 
By which Benefit, He ceafesto be defiled ; yet 
is He not hereby clothed ; yet is He not hereby 
juftified. This is an additional Blefling ; fig- 
nified by putting on Change of Raiment *, and 
wearing beautiful Robes. — Here, the Circum- 
ftances tally. The two conftituent Parts of 
Juftification, are feverally difplayed, and ftrong- 
ly marked. Here We have the Removal of 
Filth, and the Robe of Righteoufiiefs ; that 
which frees Us from being abhorred, and that : 
which renders Us accepted. Which, though 
diftinguifhable in themfelves, and diftinguiftied 
by the facred Writer, are always united in the 
divine Donation. 

^her. This Notion is founded on a chimeric 
cal Covenant, that CHRIST would take upon ; 
Him the Obedience due from Man, of which • 
there is not the leaft Intimation in holy Scrip-'' 
ture. 

AJp. That CflZUST' undertook every Thing 
neceflary, to redeem loft Sinners from Guilt 

and- 

♦ Zech. iii. 3, 4, 5. 
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and Condemnation ; every Thing neceflary, 
to procure for attainted Rebels a frefti Title 
to Life and Glory ; this cannot be reckoned 
chimerical. This muft be as real, as that loft 
Sinners are redeemed, or attainted Rebels re- 
ftored. Every Proof of the one, proves and 
eftablifhes the other. This is what We call a 
Covenant ; and, from its benign Nature and 
blefled End, The Covenant of Grace. 

To this grand Tranfaftion, there are fre- 
quent Allufions in Scripture. Whence is it, 
that Believers are faid to have been given by 
the FATHER to CHRIST? Hine they were, 
and Thm gaveft T'bem to me *. Does not fuch 
Language, fiippofe the Exiftence of fome pre- 
vious Contraft, and refer to one of its de- 
lightful Articles ? — With vsrhat Kind of Ju- 
ftice could the FATHER lay -f our Iniquities 
upon the holy JESUSy unlefs He had confented 
to be anfwerable for our Guilt ? 

Jn the Prophecy of Zechariah^ this Cove- 
nant and the Parties, are particularly men- 
tioned. "The Counfel of Peace Jhatl be between 
them both % : The myfterious and unfearchable 
Contrivance for the Recovery of ruined Man, 

as 

• *John xvii. 6. f ^'' '">• 6. 
X Zech. vi. 12, 13. Thefe two Vcrfes contain a brief^ 
but very fine Defcription of the REDEEMER; of his 
Perfon, his Office, and his Glorv ; together with the noble 
Caufcj and blefled Fruit of our Redemption. 

Hit 
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as it has been concerted, Ihall be carried in 
Execution — by Whom ? By the LORD Al- 
mighty, or GOD the FATHER j and that il- 
luftrious Perfon, who is to build the Temple^ and 
bear the Glory. A Character, which None can 
claim ; a Taflc, to which None is equal j but 
the bleiredy£SJ75 only. * 

In 

His Pirfon : He is tbi Adtmi or, as the Hgbrtw impoits,' 
the nal^ but, at the fame Time, the iUu/lrious Man. — ffTfoJi 
Name is the Bronchi being the new Origin of a new Race; 
the Father of a fpiritual Seed, who are Children, not of the 
Flefli, but of the Promife. — A Branch that (hall fpring, not 
from a common Root, not from any human PIantin|,' but* 
Vnnr\D/^o^ «»''^ trm/dfy being bom of a pure ^gin^- 
and.% the Power of his own SPIRIT, He ihall be both 
Stock and Stem to Himfelf. 

Hfe Office: It is to buiU the Temfiey. the ChuttH of Ac 
Eled ; which is the Houfe of the living GOD. In whidi * 
he d^^ells,- and by Whom He is worlbipped. Laying the 
Foundation of this fpiritual Edifice in his Crois^ and cemehf^ 
ing itwith his Blood. — ^Which He flidl rule ^ a Kikg^ aftttr 
having redeemed it as a Prieft\ uniting the facerdotal Ceir- 
fcr with the regal Diadem, and'bdng a rriejtupon bitTbrent. 
H^ce proceeds his Ghry: For, \icjhmds not, like other 
Priefts, offering daily the fame Oblations ; but having, by 
one Sacrifice, obtained eternal RedeiAptiori for Us, is Jet 
down at the Rrght-hahd of the M A JE ST Y on High. 

What is ti^Caufi of thdc great Events ?. What, but 
that moft lacred and auguft Convention, the Cauncilef Peace? 
Which was fettled between thent befh\ bet\lv^en the LORD 
JEHOVAH on one Hand, and the Man whofe Name is 
the Branch on the other. — Called a Council^ from the intire 
Confent, which actuated each Party ; and the tranfeendent 
Wifdom, difplayed in the whole Scheme. — The Cguncil of 
Peace J becauie of its fovereign Efficacy, to makie- Peace with 
an offended GOD, Peace in the accuiing Conicience, Peace 
among People of jarring Tempers and diU:6rdant Prihci^fes. 
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In Pfalm the xlth, the Conditions of the Co- 
venant are circumftantially recorded : Which 
were the Incarnation and Obedience of the 
eternal SON: A Body baft T*bou prepared me. 
Lo ! I come to do thy Will"^. — The Accomplijh- 
ment of thefe Conditions, is alledged and plead- 
ed by our great MEDIATOR, in the Intro- 
duflion to his laft foleran Prayer -f-. What 
He implores, in the Procefs of his Supplica- 
tions, may be looked upon as the Recompence :{:, 
decreed Him by the FATHER, and ftipulated 
in this glorious Treaty. Implores^ did I fay ? 
'Tis very obfervable, that our LORD makes a 
Demand^ rather than a Requeji. The Expreffioa 
is not «j«7«, but 6t\u \\ : A Word of Authority, 
not of Supplication. He claims what, by the 
F A T H E R's Engagement, and by his own 
Obedience, was become his unqueflionable 
Right. 

T'her. This you call the Covenant of Grace : 
But if We are juftified by CHRISTs fulfilling 
of the Law, We are juftified by Works. So 
that, before You can ft:rike out fuch a Way 
of Salvation, You muft contradidl Yourfelf : 
And, what is more adventurous, You muft 
abolifti that fundamental Principle of the Go- 

fpel; 

♦ Heh. X. 5, 7. t John xvii. 

X This Recompence is fpecified arul promifed, in another 
authentic Copy of the fame grand Treaty, recorded Ifai. 
xlix. 1—6. 

I Not I big^ but I will. John xvii. 2+. Sic voh, ficjubeo. 
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Ipel ; By the Works of the Law^ Jhall no Flejh 
be ju/lified. 

jifp. I grant it, 7'heron : We are juftified by 
Works. Butwhofe? The Works of CHRIST, 
not our own. And this is veiy far from con- 
tradi6ling Ourfelves ; equally far is it from 
abolifhing, what You call the Gofpel-^principle. 
Which, though an undeniable Truth, is not 
an evangelical Doftrine. Becaufe, it only 
fhews Us our ruined State, and the utter Im- 
poffibility of relieving Ourfelves. Whereas, 
nothing is genuine Gofpel, but what fpeaks 
Recovery and Comfort. 

Between the Covenant of Works, and the 
Covenant of Grace, this, I apprehend, is the 
Difference : By the former, Man was indit- 
penfibly bound to obey, in his own Perfon. 
By the latter, the Obedience of his Surety is 
accepted, inftead of his own. The Righte- 
Qufhefs required by both, ij, not fmcere^ but 
complete \ not proportioned to the Abilities of 
fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law, 
and the Majefty of the Lawgiver. — By this 
means, the Glory of GOD as an awful So- 
vereign, and the Glory oi his Law as an in- 
violable Syftem, are intirely preferved and iU 
luftrioufly difplayed. The Salvation of Sin- 
ners, neither claflies with the Truth, nor in- 
terferes with the Juftice of the fupreme L E- 
GISLATOR. On the contrary, it becomes 

2ifaitb^ 
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a faithful and jufi * Procedure of the moft 
High GOD, to juftify Him that believeth on 
JESUS. 

Ther. When You make this Difference be- 
tween the two Covenants, where is your Au- 
thority from Scripture ? Which of the facred 
Writers have taught Us, that, though one 
demanded perfonal, the other is content with 
vicarious Obedience ? 

jifp. Which, rheron ^—Thefirji Three. The 
moft eminent Hiftorian ; the moft inraptured 
Poet ; and the moft zealous Preacher. I need 
not inform You, that I mean Mofes^ David^ 
and Paul. 

The Teftimony of David has been already 
recited. — Mofes gives Us a concife, but very 
inftruftive Account of the fecond Covenant. 
With JVhoniy according to his Reprefentation, 
was it made ? Not with Adam^ or any of his 
Pofterity; but with the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, in the Room and Stead of both. 
None of the Articles aie propofed to a poor, 
impotent, ruined Creature ; but the whole is 
configned over to the interpofmg SAVIOUR, 
fignificantly defcribed by the Seed of the Woman. 
It is not faid, " Thy beft Endeavours, O Adam^ 
" thy true Repentance and fincere Obedience, 
" ftiall retrieve this fatal Mifcarriage j But, 
« the Seed of the Woman Jhall hruife the Serpent's 

''Head: 

♦ I John i. 9. 
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« Head* : the SON of the MOST HIGH, 
** by taking thy Nature, fabmitting to thy 
" Obligations, and fufFering Death for thy 
•^ Sins, fliall fully repair thy Lofs." 

CHRISTy We fee, undertook to execute thfe 
O3nditions. CHRIST was our Reprefentative 
in this great Trailfadion. For which Reafbn 
He is ftiled by St. Paul, The fecond Man f , 
and the Surety of a better Covenant J. — ^Our 
Help being hid upon ONE, that is fo mighty j 
upon ONE, that is fo faithfill ; the Covenant 
is faid to be. In all Things well ordered and 
Jure 11 . Admirably well ordered indeed, for 
the Comfort of the Chrijliany and the S'ecurity 
of his Salvation. — " 'Tis true, may He argue, 
" i cannot fulfil the Conditions ; and 'tis 
" equally true, that this is not required at my 
« Hands. The LORD JESUS CHRIST, of 
** his adorably rich Goodnefs, has performed 
" all that was conditiofaary § 3 and has efta- 

« blifhed, 

• Gen. lii. 15. f i Cor. xv. 48. % •^^*» v"« ^2. 

I 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

§ Wttjius, inftead of rcprefenting die Ccveffani of Gract 
as a chimerical Thing, moft affeftionately and channingJjr 
difplays its Excellency ; Si quicquam ergo attentiffithia Ctmi^ 
ieratione dignum cenferi debeaty fane id Fcedus Graft d ifl. Hfc 
Via oflenditur ad meliorem ierreflri Paradifum^ iff adceriiorem 
Jlahtlioremque Falicitatem^ ea qua Jdamus excidtt. Hie nova 
Spes terditis Mortatibus allucety qua eo gratior eje debet y qua 
inexfpe^atior obvenit. Hie Conditiones offeruntury quibus ater" 
na Salus annexa eft\ Conditiones non a Nobis rurfus praftan^ 
day quod Animum defpondere faceret ; fed ab £0, qui Vita nam 
excedety antequam vere dixcrit, Confummatum eft. 

De GEcon. Lib. II. Cap. v. 
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*' blifhed, for me and for his People, a %'alid 
" Title to the Promifes, the Privileges, and — 

l7)er. " Has thereby releafed me from all 

" Obligation to Duty." — ^Farewel then to our 

own Obedience. No more Occafion for any 

Holinefs of Life. Fine Divinity truly ! Should 

* I not rather fay ? Downright Antimmianifm ! 

AJp. No, my Friend : CHRIST came 7iot to 
deftroy the Law^ but to fulfil *. He has fulfilled 
it, to the veiy utter moft, in his own Perfon. 
He has alfo merited for Us, and conveys to 
Us, thofe Supplies of the SPIRIT, which 
alone can enable Us to yield faithful and ac- 
ceptable Obedience. 

What is the Tenour of this Covenant ? " / 
*' will put my Laws into their Minds^ and on 
*^ their Hearts will I im-ite them -f-. They fhall 
*^ difcern fuch a Beauty and Glory in my Pre- 
** cepts, as will engage their Defires, and win 
" their Affeftions. So that it fhall be no 
** longer their Burden^ but their Deligh-j even 
" their Meat and Drink, to do the Will of 
« their FATHER in Heaven."— This, this 
is one of the Privileges,, purchafed by our great 
MEDIATOR. And to me it feems wondrous 
ftrange, that the Purchafe of an Eftate for 
any Perfon, fhould be reckoned the fuie 
Means, to deprive Him of the Poflelfion, or 
debar Him from the Enjoyment. 

How 

* MaU, V. 17. t HeL viii. 10. 

Vol. IL E 
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How often is this weak Surmife urged as an 
Argument ? All whofe Plaufibility is owing,, 
to a palpable Miftake, or an egregious Fallacy ; 
to a fuppofed Separation of Things, which 
are abfolutely infeparable j I mean our Jufti* 
fication and our Sanclification *. — ^You arc a 
Philofopher, Tberon. Try, if You can fcpa-. 
rate Gravity from the Stone, or Heat from the 
Fire. If thcfe Bodies and their effential Pro^ 
parties, are indiflblubly connefted ; fo are a 
genuine Faiths and a confcientious Obedience^ 
To fuppofe them difunited, is as contrary ta 
JbunJ Divinity ; as it would be contrary to trw 
Pbilofopbyj if You (hould talk of a burning 
Subftance that has no Warmth, or of a folid 
Subftance that has no Weight. — ^Never xhtn^ 
fore, my dear Friend, repeat this ftale Objec- 
tion ; never propagate this ungrounded •!• Cla-« 
mour ; nor adopt a Cavil, which is altogether 
as unphilofophical,* as it is anti^evangehcal* 

I'ber. 

* Sec IfaLxh. 24. i Cer^ i.30. i Cor. vi. 11. Where 
thefe Bleflings walk Hand in Hand ; and never were^ never 
willy never can be parted. 

f This puts me in mind of what Tl^eidorus replied to JPAi* 
loclez'y who was often infmuating, that He preached licentioia 
Doctrine; becaufeHe inlarged, with peculiar Afliduity, upoft 
Faith in JESUS CHRIST-, and frequently chofe fuch 
Texts as, Beluve in the LORD JESUSy and Thou Jhak 
he Javed. 

« I preach Salvation by JESUS CHRIST', and give 
« me Leave to a(k, Whether You kmiw, what Salvation 
" by CHR IS T means V'—PhilocUs paufcd. He began to 
blufh; would have eluded the Qucftion, and declined an An* 
fvvcr, — " No, faid Tbeodorus: You muft permit me to infift 

^< upon 
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^er. We digrefs from the Point. My prin- 
cipal Objedlion is not fatisfied. I was obferv- 
ing that, according to your Manner of dating 
the Affair, Salvation is no longer free, but 
founded upon Works. — They are the Works 
of tlieLaw, though CHRIS^ performs them. 
To maintain, that We are juftified by thefe 
Works, is to confound the Difference between 
the Law and the Gofpel. 

jijp. Though We fhould admit your Pre- 
mifes, We cannot acquiefce in your Conclu- 
iion. The fame Righteoufncfs, by which We 
are juftified, is both legal and evangelical. 
JLega/y in reipedl to CHRIST^ who was made 
under the Law, that He might obey all its 
Commands. Evangeltcaly in refpedt to Us, 
who work not Ourfelves, but believe in the 
great FULFILLER of all Righteoufnefs.— 
This is much of the fame Nature, with that 

other 

♦< upon a Reply. Becaufe, if it be a right one, it will juftify 
•* me and mv Condudl: if it be a wrong one, it will prove, 
<* that You olame You know not what; and have more 
•* Reafon to inform yourfelf, than to cenfure others." 

This difconcerted Him ftill more. Upon which Theoderus 
proceeded. *^ Salvation by CHRIST mcansy not only a 
• Deliverance from the Guilty but alfo from the Power of 
** Sin. HE gave Himjelf for Us^ that He might redeem Us 
** from all Iniquity 5 redeem Us from our vain Converjationy as 
*• well as deliver Us from the Wrath to come. — Go now, 
** Philoclesy and tell the World, that by teaching thefe 
** Dodrines, I promote the Caufe of Licentioufnefs. And 
•* You will be juft as rational^ juft as candid^ juft as trwy 
<* as if You fhould afiirm ; That the Firemen^ by playing the 
" Engine, and pouring in Water, burnt your Houfe to the 
•* Ground, and laid your Furniture in Alhes.'* 

E z 
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other momentous Diftinflion in Divinity i 
Salvation is freely given, yet dearly bought. 
Freely giveUy with regard to Us ; dearly bought^ 
with regard to CHRIST. So, We are juftified 
6y Works, if You look forward to our Surety : 
We are juftified without Works, if You caft 
a retrofpedlive View on Ourfelves. 

Theron was filent. Afpafio^ after a (hort In- 
terval, renewed the Difcourfe. — I know not, 
whether my Friend is yielding to my Argu- 
ments, or fearching after Objeftions j delibe- 
rating upon a Capitulation, or muftering his 
Forces for a frefti Sally. However, kt me 
take this Opportunity of dropping a Hint> 
and fuggefting a Caution. 

The grand Reafon, which inclines fome 
People to rejeft this comfortable Do6lrine» 
lies concealed, if not in an abfolute Dilbelief 
of our LORD'S eternal Glory and GOD- 
HEAD, yet in w«/(f///^^ Apprehenfions of it, 
or an habitual Inattention to it. — If our S A- 
VIOUR was not really GOD, as fome Writers," 
unhappily miftaken themfelvcs, endeavour to 
perfuade the World 5 it would be a rcafonabfe 
Pradice, and intirely confiftent with their 
Scheme, to difavow the Imputation of his 
Righteoufnefs. Becaufe, upon fuch a Sup- 
pofition, his Obedience .was no more than 
boundcn Duty \ in which there could not be 

the 
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the leaft Pretence to Merit) and which could 
be profitable to None but Himfelf. — ^Whereas, 
if We verily believe Him to be the incarnate 
GOD, his Submiflion to the Law becomes an 
Aft of voluntary Humiliation. Which Cir- 
cumftance, together with the tranfcendent Dig- 
nity of his Perfbn, render his Obedience, not 
meritorious only, but inexpreffibly and infinitely 
meritorious. 

As the Blood of CHRIST is called GOD's 
(nun Blood*', fo the Obedience of CHRIST 
was performed in the Perfon of that adorable 
MEDIATOR, iv&o is GOD over allf. He 
afted through the whole Courfe of his Life, 
and fuffered Death at the laft, not merely as 
Man, butasGOD-Man; as JEHOVAH-JE- 
SUSj I M MANUEL.— Let me intreat You 
to remember, nay, let me intreat You never 
to forget, this all-important Article of our 
Faith. And may the blefled SPIRIT of Wif- 
dom give Us an Underftanding, to know the 
weighty, the cxtenfive Influence of fo glorious 
a Truth ! 

Then Far be it from me, to derogate from 
the Dignity of our SAVIOUR'S Perfon, or to 
depreciate the Merits of his mediatorial Office. 
Place them as high, as Words can reach j ex- 
alt them as far, as Thought can foar ; I fted- 
faftly believe. You will ftill fall fhort, un- 
E 3 meafur-. 

* J^Is XX. 28. t R^' »^ 5- 
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meafurably ftiort, of their real Worth. — ^But 
this Confidcration feems to increafe the Ab- 
furdity of your Notion. For, if CHRISTs 
Righteoufnefc, bis very Righteoufnefs be im- 
puted I then, the true Believers are altogether 
as righteous, as CHRIST himfelf* Whereas, 
if You maintain, that his Righteoufiiers is 
imputed only as to its Effe^Sy You will keep 
clear of this Rock. 

jifp. This, I fear, will be like keeping clear 
of Scylkiy only to fall foul upon Cbarybdis. — 
What are the Effefts of the MEDIATOR'S 
Righteoufnefs ? Pardon of Sin, Juftification 
of our Perfons, and the Sanftification of our 
Nature. Shall We fay, Thefe Effefts, thefe 
Benefits are imputed ? — To talk of their Im- 
putation, I think, is an Affront to found 
Senfe ; as, I am fure, to be put off with their 
Imputation, would be a fatal Difappointment 
of our Hopes. — All thefe Benefits are, not 
imputed, but imparted 5 they are not reckoned 
to Us, but are really enjoyed by Us y ours 
they are, not barely in the divine Eftimation, 
but by proper and perfonal Pofleffion. 

Yet, it does by no means follow, that Be- 
lievers are altogether as righteous, as CHRIST* 
Himfelf : unlefs You can prove, that to be 
the Receiver is, in all Refpefts the fame, as to 
be the Author and Finijher*. — ^The Righte- 
oufnefs 
♦ Hit. xii. 2, 
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^Oufnefs of CHRIST arffes wholly from Him- 
fclf, the Source of ours fubfifts in Another. 
CHRIS'ts Righteoafnefs is originally and ab- 
folutely bis own ; whereas, it is made ours in 
a way of Favour and gracious Imputation. 
Circumftances thefe, which create a material 
Difference, which yield Room for a vaft Pre- 
eminence^ 

"Tber. But if CHRISTs perfed Obedience 
be accounted ours, methinks, We fhould have 
no more Need of pardoning Mercy, than 
<:HRISr himfelf. 

A^. Yes J becaufe, -iej^ this Imputation, 
We were funk in Guilt, and dead in Sins. 
Becaufe, ^fter it. We are defective in our 
Duty, and in many Things offend. 

Tber. Does not this Doftrine render the In- 
terceflion of our SAVIOVR fupcrjluous ? What 
Occafion have they for an Advocate with the 
FATHER, whofe Righteoufnefs has neither 
Blemifh nor Imperfeflion ? 

AJp. They ftand in need of an Advocate 1 
firft, that they may be brought Home to the 
REPAIRER of their Breaches *, and made 
Partakers of his Righteoufnefs by a living 
Faith. Next, that their Faith may be pre- 
fervcd, notwithftanding all Oppofition, fted- 
faft and immoveable -, or rather, may be car- 
ried on, victorious and triumphant, even to 
the End. 

E 4 T^her. 

♦ ffai. Iviii. I a. 



72 DIALOGUE X. 

I'her. You fay, "CHRIST performed all 
" that was conditioiiary ;" then He repented 
for Us, and believed for Us. This muft be 
admitted in Purfuance of your Principles. 
But this is fo wild a Notion, fo contrary ta 
Reafon and Scripture, that to mention it, is 
to refute it. 

jifp. CHRIST performed whatever was re- 
quired by the Covenant of Works, both be- 
Sovt it was violated, and after it had been 
tranlgrefled. But neither Repentance nor Faith 
were comprehended in this Inftitution. It 
knew nothing of tRe One, and it would not 
admit of the Other. — It was not therefore 
necefiary, neither indeed was it poffible, for 
our fpotlefs and divine LORD, to repent of 
Sin, or believe in a SAVIOUR. But he did 
unfpeakably more. He put away Sin by the 
Sacrifce of Himfelf^^ He is Himfelf the SA- 
VIOUR of all the Ends of the Earth; and 
He has Power to beftow that bleffed SPIRIT, 
which worketh Faith, and produceth Repent- 
ance. 

Ther. However, from what You have ad- 
vanced, this will unavoidably follow — ^That a 
Man is to be juftified, under the Charadter of 
a notorious Tlanfgreflbr of the Law; and 
juftified under the Charafter of a finlefs Ob- 
ferver of the Law. And what is this, but a 
glaring Inconfijiency ? 

• Htb. ix. 26. 
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Afp. Not at all inconfiftent^ but abfolutely 
needful^ if We confider thofe diftinft Branches 
of the divine Law, the preceptive and the pe^ 
nal. Both which, in cafe of Guilt already 
contrafted, muft neceflarily be fatisfied. — Not 
at all inconfiftent, but perfc6lly harmonious, 
if We take in the two confiituent Parts of Ju- 
ftification, The Acquittance from Guilt, and 
a Title to Life. The former fuppofes Us 
to be Tranfgreflbrs of the Law; and fuch 
the higheft Saints in the World are. The 
latter requires Us to be Obfervers of the Law; 
and fuch muft the Inheritors of Heaven be. — 
Much lels is this inconfiftent, if We confider 
Believers in their perfonal and relative Capa- 
city ; as they are in themfelves, and as they 
are in their Surety. Notorious Tranfgreflbrs 
in Themfelves, they have a fmlefs Obedience 
in CHRIST. The Confcioufnefs of that, will 
be an eyerlafting Motive to Humility ; the 
Belief of tbisy an inexhauftible Source of 

Joy- 
All this is no more inconfiftent, than the 
Union of a gloomy Contexture, and a light- 
fome Splendor, in thofe detached Clouds, 
which float amidft the Firmament. In them- 
felves, they are a louring and ilark Colleftioix 
of Vapours ; by the Impreflion of the Sun- 
beams, they Site fair and bright zs tliepoliftied 
Silver. 

"fher. 
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7'her. After all> the Imputation taught !ft 
Scripture, is not the Imputation of CHRIST^ 
Righteoufiiefs, but of our tnm Faith. Agree* 
ably to the Apoftle's exprcfs Declaration, Abra* 
ham beUeved GODy ^rd it was imputed to JtSfft 
for Rigbteoufnefs *. 

AJp. This Objedticm admits the Thing in 
t)ifpute> though it controverts the Way and 
Manner of obtaining it. Admits the Neceflity 
of fome aSiivcy pofitive Righteoufnefs^ in order 
to our Juftification^ In this Particular> I am 
glad to agree with my Therm : and in this 
Particular, I believe, the Generality of ferious 
People agree with Us both. — ^Whenever their 
Confciences are awakened, and feek to efta^ 
blifti the Hope of eternal Life, they conftantly 
turn their Eyes to fome Rigbteoufnefs : whichj 
they apprehend, may, either in Whole or ui 
Part, anfwer the Demands of the Law. Some 
look to their own fncere Obedience. Others 
call in to their Succour Works of Supereroga^ 
tion. My Friend would affign this Office to 
his Faith. 

Tier. Is this ft proper Anfwer to my Ob- 
jeflion, AJpafio ? Tht Text is point blank 
againft Your Tenet* You do wifely therefore, 
not to confront, but to elude the Evidence. 

AJp. I did not intend it for an Anfwtt*; 
only as an occafional Obfervation, which ne- 

verthe- 
• Rmt iv, 3, 
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verthelefs has a pretty clofe Connexion with 
the Subje6t* — ^Neither would I ufe fo mean a 
Subterfuge, as to elude an Argument, which 
I could not confute. If my Friend had al* 
lowed me Leifure to explain myielf; this fhould 
have been my Reply^ 

That a Man is not juftified by Works, is a 
Pofition mod clearly demonftrated, and a 
Do6lrine moft zealoufly inculcated by St. Pauh 
That Faith is a Work *, exerted by the hu- 
man Mind, is equally certain. Unlefs there* 
fore We would render the Apoftle inconfiftcnt 
with Himfeif, We muft underJftand the Pafl 
fage in a qualified Senfe. — Why fhould We 
not fufFer Him, to be his own Interpreter ? 
Why fhould We not take the Narrative of 
his Experience, for a Comment on his Doc- 
trine ? He declares, that the Ground of his 
own Comfort, the Caufe of his own J unifi- 
cation, was, not the Grace of Faith^ but the 
Rigbteoufnefs which is of GOD by Faith -f-* Not 
the Aft of Believing, but that grand and glo- 
rious Objea: of a Sinner s Belief, The LORD 
cur Righteoufnefs. 

Befides j what was that Faith of Abraham^ 
to which the Apoflle refers ? and which He 

propofes 

* So It is called by H I M, who knew what was in Man, 
and what were the Differences of Things ; This is the 
Work ofGOD^ that Tc believe on Him whm He hathfent. 
John vi. 29. 

+ PbiU iii. 9. 



^t DIALOGUE X. 

propofcs as the invariable Model of our Ju- 
ftification ? — ^It was Faith in the promifed Seed-, 
in JESUS CHRIST the Righteous *. It was a 
firm Perfuafion, that this illuftrious Perfon 
fliould fpring from his Loins ; and be the 
Author of Forgivenefs, Acceptance, and Sal- 
vation to Himfelf, and to a Multitude of Be- 
lievers, numberlefs as the Stars of Heaven. 
Let Us tread in thefe Steps of the holy Pa- 
triarch, and We (hall afcribe little^ afcribe 
nothing to our Faith, but all to the infinitely- 
excellent Obedience of our REDEEMER. 

Tl)er. Sure, Afpafio^ You will not prefume 
to correft Infpiration ! The infpired Writer 
makes no mention of a R E D E E M E R's Obe- 
dience. He fays exprefly and pofitively — It^ 
that is, Abrahams Faith, and not any Thing 
elfe, wa^ counted unto Him for Righteoufnefs. 

Afp. True, Theron ; as thofe Windows are 
reckoned, are counted, T^he Lights of your 
Houfe. And why ? Becaufe they illuminate ? 
No ; but becaufe they afford a Paffage to the 
illuminating Rays. Through them, the firft 
and beft of Elements, is diffiifed into all your 
Habitation. — So We arefaved by Grace through 
Faith ; by Grace imputing, through Faith ac- 
cepting, the Righteoufhefs of JESUS CHRIST'. 
Grace is the magnificent Source of this nobler 
Light ; Faith is the Means of tranfmitting it 
into all the Faculties of the Soul. 

When 

♦ Compare Gen, xv. 5, 6, with Gal. iii. 16. 
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' When our LORD declares to the difeafed 
Woman, TJ&y Faith hath made thee whole*: 
how are We to underftand his Words I That 
the Patient's Belief, and not the Agency of 
CHRIS% wrought the Cure? To fuppofc 
this, would be extremely derogatory to the 
Power of our great Phyfician. And if We 
afcribe Juftification to the A£l of Believing, 
this will be equally derogatory to the Obe- 
dience of our great MEDIATOR- In the 
former Cafe, CHRIST and his omnipotent 
Operation, were All in All. In th§ latter 
Cafe, CHRIST* and his infinite Merit, are 
All in All. In ioth Cafes, Faith is only the 
Eye to difcem, or the Hand to receive, the 
fovereign Good. 

I would farther obferve. That Faith is very 
particularly dijiinguijhed from the Righteouf^ 
nefs which juftifies. We read of the Righte- 
oufnefs which is by Faith, which is of Faith -f-. 
A Method of fpeaking which plainly denotes, 
that Faith itfelf is not our juftifying Righte- 

oufnefs. 

• Matt. IX. 22. 

t Rom. ix. 30. Phil, iii, 9, The Apoftles, I believe, 
never make Ufe of fuch a Phrafe as, Jixaiwfiivlff uzrfj tetk^w?, 
or iix Tii» -Gri^jw, but ix -nriCfwc or iia, ttj? -BTKfwf Not/^r, 
or on Account of our Faith, but iy or through Faith. Mak- 
ing this Grace, not the procuring Caufe, but only the Inftru- 
ment of Application. — Such Language as the former, feems 
contrary to the found Words of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. Yet, if Theron's Senfe of the Text under De- 
bate were admitted, the Do£b-ine contained in this unfcrip- 
niral and ofFenfive Style, is the unavoidable Confequence. 
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ou&efs. — If Faith was the Caufe of our Ac^ 
ceptance with GOD, then We fhould be jufti-. 
fi^ by a Righteoufnefs, which is confcfTedly 
imperfeB. For, who has ever attained to the 
higheft Degree of this Virtue ? Or whofe Faith 
is not mixed with an Alloy of Unbelief ? — If 
Faith itfelf was the Matter of our Juftifica^ 
tion, I fee not how Boafting could be excluded ^ 
how the Law could be magnified y or what; 
Reafon the Apoftle coiild have, to account all 
Things, but the Righteoufiiefe of CHRJSt^ 
meaner than Drofs \ 

Say not, that We prefume to corrcft In-e 
fpiration, We only interpret the infpired 
Word in an harmonious Conjijiency with itfelf^ 
This Senfe is agreeable to the prevailing Doc^ 
trine, and to the current Language of Scrips 
ture. — To the pievaiUng Doftrine j which is 
A Believing in HIM^ who jufiifietb the Ungodly ^ 
•*— To the current Language ; as when GOD 
is called our Fear-f-, our Hope J, oqr Joyj|. 
In thefe Places, the A61 is undoubtedly put 
for the Objedl, So, in the Paflage before \JSy 
the A£l of Faith feems to denote the Objedi of 
Faith, It is to be underftood, not abfolutely, 

but 

♦ Phil. iii. 8. The Original is rxuCaXa— A Word of the 
moft contemptible Meaning ; it fignifies the worthlefs Scraps, 
and fordid Offals, that arc caft to the Dogs. The Reader 
may fee this Paffage more fully explained in Letter V. 

+ Gen. xxxi. 42, 53. % PfaL Ixxi. 5. Jer. xiv. 8. 
11 Pfal xliii. 4. 
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but as fome Divines fpeak, objcftively, in^ 
ftrumentally, relatively* 

Tber. In the Name of Wonder, what c^n 
You mean by this Heap of harih voA ob&ure 
Expreflions ! Let me intiea't You, J^afio^ to 
fpeak in your own Styk, not in the Didefi 
of Aquinas. \ have an irreconcilable Averfion 
to thefe fcholaftic Terras^ They arc the Bar^ 
barifms of Divinity, I knovir but one Ufe, 
they are fitted to ferve; that is, to perplex 
and puzzle a Caufe, You cannot maintain. 
Somewhat like the Liquoi% which a cert^n 
Fifll, when clofdy purfued, is faid to emit: 
by which the Water is darkened, and the Foe 
eluded, 

Afp. This, ^beroftj is the Meaning of our 
uncouth Phrafes ; It is not Faith itfelf, which 
]u(Hfies; but that lUghteoufnefs, which Faith 
continually nne^s ; which Faith delightfully 
apprehends ; and on which it finally terminates. 

To be plainer ftill-^--We are juftified by 
Faith, in the fame Manner, as We are fed 
by the Hand ; or as We are faid, to drink of 
a Cup. Neither the Hand nor the Cup are 
the Caufe of our Suftenance, but the Injiru" 
mentSy one of conveying it, the other of re- 
ceiving it*.-^If an Apoftle affirms, JVe are 

jufiijied 

♦ Though I am intupcly of Tbir$ns Mind, and can by 
no means admire o\x£ fcnolaftic Divines, or their logical 
Terms \ yc^ a Rem^k from raraus^ couched in this Style, 

is 
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jujlified by Faith : Faith itfelf declares, In the 
LORD I have Righteoufnefs. Put thefe Paf- 
fagcs together, and You will have the true 
Senfe of our Doftrine, and the true Do£trinc 
of the Gofpel. 

You remember, what recommended The^ 
tnijlocles to the Prote(5lion of King AdmetuSy 
when He fled from the Malice of his own 
Countrymen. — ^Not his Name ^ that was ob- 
noxious — ^Not his Adions \ they had been 
hoftile — But the Perfon of the young Prince ; 
whom the diftrefled Refugee caught up in his 
Arms; and, charged with thefe Credentials, 
prefented Himfelf to the royal Paient *. — So, 
Faith recommends to GOD, and juftifies the 
Soul, not for itfelf, or its own Worth 5 but 

on 

is fo pertinent to the Purpofe, and fo full an Explication 
of the Point, that it would be an Injury to the Caufc» 
not to make it a Part of my Notes. And fonae Readers, I 

Sprehend, not much acquainted with this old-fa(hioned 
[ale(5l, may be well enough pleafed to view a Specimen ; 
and like it, as they do the Ruji of a Midal^ merely for ita 
Uncouthnefs and Antiquity. 

" Faith juftifies, fays my Author, not effeSfivdy-i as work- 
** ing an habitual Righteoufnefs in Us ; not materially^ as 
*^ though it were itfelf the conftituent Caufe of ourjuftf- 
*^ fication ; but it juftifieth objeSlivelyy as it apprehendeth 
•* CHRIST I and injirumentally^ as it applieth his Righte- 
" oufnefs." 

♦ This, fays Plutarch^ was a Cuftom peculiar to that 
Country ; was reckoned the moft folemn Method of fuppli- 
eating Favour; zxi^feldom met with a Repulfe. — To which 
I may add. It is a Cuftom that Cljrijiians fliould imitate, in 
all their Addreffes to the GOD and FATHER of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST. When thus ufed, thua 
improved, it will never fail of Succcls. 
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on Account of what it prefents^ and what it 
pkudsk 

^ber. Is not this a fanfiful Diftinftion, and 
an exceilive Refinement ? Has it any Founda- 
tion in Scripture ? 

AJp^ It is imph'ed in almoft all the Repre- 
fctitations of CHRIST^ and all the Defcriptions 
of Faith, which occur in the facred Writings. 

CfliJ/iST' is likened to Clothing i and Be- 
lievers are faid to have put on CHRIST*. Now, 
it cannot be the Aft of putting on, that co- 
vers our Bodies, or keeps them warm^ but 
the commodious Garment, which is wore. — 
He is compared to Bread: I am the Bread of 
Life -f-. Is it the Aft of Eating, that ftrengthens 
the Conftitution, and recruits our Spirits ? No 
furely ; but the Food eaten and digefted.— 
CHRIST was typefied by the City of Refuge Xi 
and Sinners, by the obnoxious Man-flayer. 
Who, if He fled to one of thofe privileged 
Abodes ; and there remained, was lafe. No 
Profecution againfl Him could be valid : He 
had nothing to fear from the Avenger of 
Blood. In this Cafe, was it the bare Aft of 
flying, that fcreened the Criminal ? By no 
means : this conveyed Him to a Place of Secu- 
rity. But the Place itfelf was his Sanctuaiy, 
his Afylum, his Safeguard. 

Faith 

• GaL lii. 27. t 7^*» ▼•• 35- X ^«»»- ^^^' ' 3« 

Vol, IL F 
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Faith is ftiled, A Receiving of CHRIST ^: 
As many as receiird Hi my to them gave He Power ^ 
or granted the Privilege, to become the Sons of 
GOD. The Office of Faith is, according to 
this Definition, not to contribute its Quota, 
much lefs to depofite the whole Sum, but to 
take and ufe the ineftimable Gift- — Faith 18 
called, A Looking unto JESUS ^ ', in Allufion, 
I fuppofe, to the famous Expedient, provided 
for the wounded IfraelitesX. Our crucified 
LORD was prefigured, by the brazen Ser^ 
pent J our Guilt, by the Stings of the fiery 
Serpents j and our Faith, by looking to the 
miraculous Remedy, Did the healing Power, 
I would alk, refide in the mere Aft of view- 
ing ? No : but in the Emblem of a dying 
SAVIOUR, elevated on the Pole, and or- 
dained for the Recovery of the People^ Her^ 
all the Efficacy was lodged^ From hence it was 
all derived. The Aftion of the Eye, like the 

Office 

♦ John i. 12. Sec alfo Rom. v. 17. Where a Critic of 
accurate Judgment, and delicate Tafte (though little known 
in England) makes this Remark on the Word Xxfji.taiioi\is^ 
Non juftificaf Aiiui fummdiy quatenus eft A£ius \ fed ilbid 
quodfumtur aut apprehenditur. Bengelius in loc. — His An- 
notations on the New Teftament are comprifcd in a fmalt 
Quarto Volume. They prefent the Reader with manyre«t 
fined Obfervations, on the El^ancies of the Style, and 
Sublimity of the Doftrines, They arc a Pattern of the 
concije Manner ; and, which \% perhaps the crowning Excel- 
lency, they all along indicate a Heart warm and glowisg 
with the Love of its Subject. 

t Heb. 3dir 2. % Num. xxi. 8. 
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Office of Faith> was only to fetch home, and 
tapply the fanative Virtue. 

Once more 5 Faith is reprefented, as laying 
i?oU on GOD our SAVIOUR * 5 leamng upon 
our BELOVED f; i:kaving to the LORD $ 
^-^Pleafe to take notice of yonder Vine* Its 
Shoots arc weak> and its Branches flimfy* 
Being abfblutely unable to fupport themfelves^ 
they are furni(hed with a very remarkable Set 
of Clq^ers^ Which> like fo many Fingers, 
lay hold on the Pegs of the W^U, or fatten 
^emfelves to the Poles within their Reach. 
Without fuch a Provifion^ the Boughs muft 
lie proftrate on the Ground, and be expofed 
to the Infults of every Foot. Whereas, by 
this kind Contrivance of Nature, fo creeping 
a Plants will climb into the Air, and enjoy 
the Breeze ; {q feeble a Plant, will ftand out 
the Winter, and defy the Storms. — ^An in- 
ftroftive Admonition to Sinners 1 And no con- 
temptible lUuftration of Faith, elpecially in 
its principal and moft diftinguifliing Employ I 
Thus let Us apprehend the bleffcd JESUS; 
hold Us faft by our adored REDEEMER ; 
cleave to his ineffable Worthinefs, as thofe 
twining Tendrils, by repeated Circumvolu- 
tions, adhere to their fubftantial Supporters. 
Then (hall We rife, by Merits not our own^ 

from 

♦ y^i. MvH. 5. + Camt. viii. 5, % A^ »• ^3- 
T 2 
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from the moft abjeft and miferable Condition, 
to a State of everlafting Honour and Joy. 

I'her. Some People, I believe, would hardly 
forbear fmiling at the Peculiarity of your Dic- 
tion 5 and might be inclined to call your Di£- 
courfe Canting^ rather than Reafoning. For 
my own Part, I muft acknowledge, that, as 
all your peculiar Phrafes are derived from the 
Scriptures, I hear them with Reverence, ra- 
ther than any Difpofition to fneer. Was my 
Friend delivering a Latin Oration, it would 
be a fufficient Warrant for any of his Expref. 
fions, to prove that they came from the Cicero- 
nian Mint. And will it not be, at Icafl-, an 
equally fufficient Authority, for any Modes 
of Speech ufed in a theological Eflay, to alledge 
that they bear the Stamp of the Bible. 

Though I make no ObjefUon to your Lan- 
guage, I have yet another Scruple with re- 
gard to your Doftrine. — Do the antient Fa- 
tbers adopt or inculcate this imputed Righte- 
oulhefs ? If it was fo important an Article of 
our Faith, furely it could not be unknown in 
thofe early Ages, which were fo near the apo- 
ftolical Fountain. It would not have been 
omitted by thofe zealous Preachers, who chofe 
to endure all the Rigours of Perfecution, ra^^ 
ther than renounce their holy Profeffion. 

AJp. I think, it were fufficient to anfwer 
this Queftion, by afking another — Do the 

Apoftles^ 
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Apoftles, does the HOLY SPIRIT of GOD 
fytaking in Scripture, inculcate this Do6l:rine, 
or difplay this Privilege ? If fo, We need not 
be very folicitous for any farther Authority. 
To the Law, and to the T^ejlimony *, is our grand, 
our final Appeal. Amidft all the Darknefs 
and Uncertainty, which evidently run through 
the Writings of the beft of Men, this is our 
unfpeakable Happinefs, That We have a more 
Jure Word of Prophecy ; to which We do well to 
take heed 'f. 

However ; to be a little more particular — 
It cannot be expefted, that We Ihould find 
many Pafiages in thofe pious Authors, very 
ftrong and very explicit, upon the Point. Be- 
cauie, in their Days, it was not fo profefledly 
oppofed ; and therefore could not be fo exaftly 
difcufred, as in later Ages. Neverthelefs, they 
have left enough behind them, to avouch the 
Subftance of what We affert 5 ^hat a Man is 
not jujiijied by any Works, Duties^ or Righteouf- 
nefs of bis own, but only by Faith in JESUS 
CHRIST. — I cannot fay, that I have charged 
my Memory with theii* very Words ; and for 
that Reafon, muft not attempt at prefent to 
make any Citation. But, when a proper Op- 
portunity offers, and their Works are before 
me, I may poflibly produce a few of their 
Teflimonies, 

F 3 In 

• Jfai. Tiii. ao. t 2 Pet. i. 19. 
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In the mean Time, I can mention a Set of 
Writers, whofe Atteftation will, I imagine^ 
carry as much Weight with my Friend, asth^ 
united Voice of the Greek and Latin Fathers^ 

"Ther. Who are they ? 

AJp. Our venerable Reformers. The Ho-. 
milies compofed by thofe excellent Divines^ 
are as exprefs to my Purpofe, as they arc un^ 
exceptionable in their Evidence. This is their 
Language — " The true Underftanding of thist 
<^ Doctrine, We be jujlified freely by Faith witlh- 
*^ out WbrkSy is not, that this our jd^ to ke^. 
« lieve, or this our Faith in CHRIST', doth 
" juftify Us : for that were to count Ourfelvess 
" to be juftified by fome A6t or Virtue, that- 
" is it^itbin Our/elves. But the true Meaning' 
" thereof, is. That although We hear GOD*s. 
" Word, and believe it ; although We have 
" Hope and Faith, Charity and Repentance^ 
" and do never fo many good Worjcs; Yet 
" We muft renounce the Merit of all our 
^* Virtues and good Deeds, as Things that be 
*< far too weak and infufficient, to deferve Re- 
*^ miffion of Sin, and our Juftification. We 
<^ muft truft only in GOD's Mercy, and that 
" Sacrifice which our High Prieft and Saviour 
** JESUS CHRISr, the SON of GOD, QffeYc4 
" for Us upon the Crofs." 

The Homily fubjoins a very appofite Ulu- 
ftration s which may conclude our Pifcourfo 

with 
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with perfe6l Propriety, and I hope with equal 
Efficacy. — '' So that as^ St. Jcbn Baptijl^ al- 
" though He were never fo virtuous and godly 
" a Man, yet in the Matter of forgiving Sin, 
** He did put the People from Him, and ap- 
** point them unto CHRIST-, faying thus 
" unto them. Behold ! Yonder is the LAMB 
** of GOD J which taketb away the Sins of the 
^ World : Even fo, as great and as godly a 
" Virtue as the lively Faith is, yet it puttetb 
^' Us from itfelf and remitteth Us unto CHRIST, 
** for to have only by Him Remiffion of Sins 
" or Juftification. So that our Faith in 
«« CHRIST, as it were, faith unto Us thus, 
" It is not I that take away your Sins, but it 
" is CHRIST only ; and to Him only I fend 
•* You for that Purpofe, forfaking therein all 
^* your good Words, Thoughts, and Works, 
«' and only putting your Truft in CHRISTr 

Tber. If there be any tolerable Senfe of the 
Notion under Debate, I think, it muft be un- 
derftood as follows. — CHRISTs Performance 
of the Law of his Mediation, or, in other 
Words, his unfmning Obedience to the moral 
Law, and the fpotlefs Sacrifice of Himfelf to 
the vindiftive Juftice of GOD ; thefe are the 
only valuable Coniideration, on Account of 
which, ^t gracious GOD reftores guilty Crea- 

F 4 tures 
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tures to a State of Acceptance with his divine 
MAJESTY. 

AJp. I am far from denying your Propofi* 
tion, I rejoice in the Propriety of my 7^- 
rons Sentiments, May his Faith, which is 
thus far advanced, he carried on by Grace, 
till it is completed in Glory!— That unfin^ 
ning Obedience, and that fpotlefs Sacrifice, are 
indeed the only valuable, they are alfo the 
truly ^ or rather the infinitely valuable Con- 
fideration; which has fully merited for IJt 
the Remiflion of Sins, and the Enjoyment of 
Life; and this not only from the gracious, 
but even from xhtjujl^ the faithful, the righ- 
teous GOD. 

But then, they mujfl be imputed^ in order 
to furnifh Us with a Claim, and inveft Us 
with a Right, to the purchafed Privileges. — 
Suppofe them not imputed ; and what be- 
comes of our Interejl in them ? They are like 
a Medicine prepared, but not applied.^ — Sup- 
pofe them imputed ; and they lay a firm, an 
apparent, a rational Foundation^ for every pleaA 
ing Hope, and for every heavenly Bleffing. 

Tber. I fear, I have acknowledged too much^ 
—My Thoughts fluftuate. My Mind is un- 
fettled. — I would not withftand the Truth. 
I would not difbelieve any Do6lrine of the 
GofpcU Yet— whatfhalllfay? Whilel/j/?w 
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to your Reafoning, I am half a Convert^ 
When I recolleSl the Objeftions, I rcveit to 
my firft Opinion* 

Of this, however, I am convinced. That 
human Righteoufnefe i$ infufficient for our JuC 
tification. Here your Arguments have car-^ 
ried their Point. I fliall henceforth place my 
Hopes of everlafting Happinefs, not upon any 
Works of my own, but upon the free Good* 
nefs, and unbounded Beneficence, of the 
SUPREME BEING. Purfuant to that 
Maxim of Scripture, T^be Gift of GOD is eter^ 
nal Life. 

Afp. You do right, T^^eroriy to expeft eter- 
nal Life as the Gift of GOD, not as the 
Wages of your own obediential Service. But 
be pleafed to remember, that all the Gifts of 
Grace, though perfectly ^r^^ to Sinners, arc 
founded upon a grand and ineftimable Frice^ 
paid by their SAVIOUR. — Are they intirely 
abfolved from Guilt ? It is becaufe CHRIST 
gave his Life for their Ranfom. — ^Are they 
heard with Acceptance when they pray ? It is 
becaufe their exalted High Prieft intercedes in 
their Behalf. — ^Are they completely juftified, 
and inflated in endlefs Blifs ? It is becaufe their 
REDEEMER'S confummate Obedience, is the 
glorious Equivalent for this and every other 
Blefling. — Therefore, when You mention eter- 
nal Life as the Gift of GOD, You fliould not 

forget 
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forget to add with the Holy Apoftle, through 
JESUS CHRISr our LORDK 

— « Well^ my Tberon-, what fay 

You farther ? Is your Quiver emptied ? Are 
your Scruples fati^ed ? May I interpret this 
Silence, as an Ad: of Aflent ? 

^I%er^ Ohferve, how the Ranunajt^s^ on 
yonder gay Parterre, have contradted their 
fpreading Tufts, and the T^ulips have clofed 
^eir expanded Cups; While all the neigh-^ 
bouring Flowers, have (hut their ivory Doors,, 
or drawn their Velvet Curtains. — Such is the 
State of my Thoughts. They are all bent in- 
wards ; CQjkSfed in themfelves ; and fondering 
upon your Difcourfe. Which has inclined 
me, before I vras aware, to contemplate, ra- 
ther than talk. — ^You will excufe my Thoughts 
fiilnefs, Ajpajh. Or, if it wants an Apology,^ 
You muft blame Yourfelf. For, had yoiu- 
Reafons been lefs cogent, my Attention had 
been more difengaged. 

Afp. My 6tRT 'T'beron^ I fhall only wifh, iik 
Allufion to your qwn Simile, and in the Lan- 
guage of the beft of Books ; That thefe 't'niths 
may Jifiil as the Dew -f- upon your Mind, and 
lie all Night upon your Blanches %. This, I ani 
perfuaded, is the only Way to have all your 
Comforts green before the Sun^ and all your 
Virtues jhurijh as an Herb. Whereas, under 

the 

♦ iJ^OT. vi, 20. \ Diui, xxxii. 2. X Job xxix. 19. 



the Influence of any ottt^ Faiti^y I am aflbsbcf, 
they will he ^s the Garckciv that is nSsoidi 
with a Drought ; ov 9S the hoLvos^ tbat ai« 
fmitten with 4 B}aft, 

. I'ber. } ihaE attentively coiifid«r, bocii youf 
Doftrine, a|i4 your Aifgunents* Which* that 
I may execute, with, more Eale, 9fid to better 
Purpofe, be pleafed tofiim upj in a few Woi^; 
the Subflance of what has paflibiU — ^This done, 
it will be Time to withdraw. The FIowcfsi 
You fee, are our Monitors. They have folded 
up their Robes, and veiled tiheir beauties, A 
Cuftom which diey feldom u(e, till the ri^Ai^ 
J!>amfi render it uniafe, for their Maiter td 
be among them ; and the Jurr&undittg Gloffm 
renders it di^cult, for His Eye tO' difHnguifh 
them. 

uifp. You could not oblige me more, than 
by giving me fuch a Command. — ^We trtifl 
for Salvation, 

Not on our own external Duties. This wett 
to build pur Houfe upon the Sand. Which, 
when the Rains defcend, when the Torrents 
pour, when the Winds blow with tempeftuous 
Violence, will certainly fall ; and bury the 
Builder, with all his vain Hopes, in iiTetriev- 
able Ruin* 

Not on the Sincerity of eur Hearts. T\i\% 
if oppofed to CHR JSX, and made the Rival 
of his Merits, will be a *' defpifed broken 

« Idol." 
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«« Idol." DeJ^fedy by the infinitely fuhlimc 
and majeftic RULER of the World. Broken^ 
with regard to the Strefe We lay, or the Con- 
fidence We repofe, on fo deceitful a Prop* 
No more able to ftand in the Judgment of 
the great Day^ than Dagon was able to main- 
fcdn his Station, before the Ark of the LORD 
GODof Hofts*. 

Not upon our Faitb. This is often weak, 
as the rickety Child : fometimes quite faint, 
like a Perfon in a deep Swoon : always im- 
perfeft, like every other Performance of ours* 
Alas ! To what affli6Kng Fears, to what 
grievous Defpondency fliould I, for my Part, 
be perpetually liable, if my own Faith was 
the Ground of my Juftification. Bleiled be 
the FATHER of Mercies ! We have a furer 
Support. Not upctn Faith, not upon Faith, 
but upon its gracious AUTHOR, and glori- 
ous OBJECT, is the Hope of Ifrael founded^ 
Yet 

Not upon our LORD'S Righteoufnefs, con- 
iidered only as pallive ; but upon his a^ive 
and paffhe Obedience united. All that He 
didy in Conformity to the Commands of the 
Law I i^nd all that Hcfujered^ in Submiffion 
to its Penalty. Both which, irnmenfely dig* 
nified by his divine Nature, are a Bafis for 
our Faith, whicl) nothing can (hake ; are a 

Founda- 

♦ I Sam. V. 3, 4. 
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Foundation for our Affiance, which can never 
be removed. — ^Nothing elfe, in any Creature 
or in all Worlds, could expiate the kafi Sin, 
This, not only expiates all Sin, but gives a 
Title to every Blejjkg — to the Blellings of 
Grace, and of Glory—of evangelical Holi- 
neis, and everlafting Happineis. 
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Upon You, 



A S P A S I Oi 

HAVE often purpofed, and as 

^often forgot, to afk — ^What Pk^ 

Jure YoH was fo attentively fur- 

veyings when l flole unperceived 

in this favourite Arbour ^; 

Tiber. I was indulging a penfive Pleafurfei 

in viewing the Ruins, and contemplating the 

Fate of Babylon — that renowned and opulent 

City ! Once the Refidence of the AJfyrian Mo-^ 

narchs, and Capital of one of the greateft 

Empires in the World. The Draught I held 

in my Hand, reprefcnted fome of its Remains. 

And indeed this was the very laft Subje^l^ 

that employed my Thoughts. In the Morn-* 

ing, my Son brought me his Obfervations 

upon the Scenes which I have juft now been 

reviling. 

For, 
* ^€i DiaIo|;ue V. /. i^ 
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For, I frequently fet Him, to exerdfe hk 
Judgment, or difplay his Fancy, on remarks 
able Paflages, which occnr in Hiilory.^»-He 
was lately commiilioned to determine a Con« 
troveriy, between the illuflrious Lmddas^ and 
the lefs celebrated Padaretus^ This was the 
Point in Debate : Which of them difcovcred 
the trueji Generofity of Spirit, and the m^ft 
heroic Love of their Country ? The former, 
who willingly facrificed his Life in its I>e« 
fence ? Or the latter, who, when He was 
Candidate for a Seat among the Three Htm-- 
dred, and loft his £le£lion ; inftead of being 
ch^rined or diflatisfied, went home unfeign-< 
edly rejoicijig, " That there were foimd in 
" Sparta three hundred Men,. more worthy 
•* than Himfeif ?'* — The Tafk of this Day was. 
To give a dejcriptive Pi£iure of thofe wonder- 
ful Ruins. 

Afp. Pray, let me have the Pleafure of hear^i- 
ing the young Gentleman's Performance. 

T'ber. It will be too long, and too puerile % 
tire your Patience, and oftend your Tafte. 

Afp. I don't ufe to make either of thefe 
Complaints, vvhen I am entertained with The-- 
rons Compofitions- And, as the Son has fo 
much of his Father's Genius, I am not at all 
apprehenfive of any fuch Difappointment. — 
We have a moft agreeable Situation, and 

more 
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more than an Hour's Leifure. I muft thefre-? 
fore repeat my Requefl« 

Tier. 'Tis true> I have retouched the Sketch i 
which may render it fomewhat more tolerable^ 
And fince You perfift in your Demand, I will 
read the Paper.-r-Only defiling fome AUow« 
ance for a little Luxuriancy oE Imagination^ 
Which, in young Writers it may boadvifeable 
to indulge, rather than reprefs. As Age and 
Judgment will, probably, come with theprun^ 
ing Knife^ and make the proper Retrench- 
ments.'-^ I muft farther obferve, that, con-^ 
trary to the Cuftom which prevails in our^ 
Schools, I generally choofe to have Him f x- 
prefs his Sentiments in Englijh. Becaufe, it 
is in this Language, He muft communicate 
bis owHy and become acquainted with the Ideas 
of Others. Becaufe, to acquire fome good De- 
gree of Propriety and Fluency in this his na- 
tive Tongue, will be incomparably more fer- 
viceable, than to fpeak Latin with the TJt^- 
tian Elegance, or to write it with the Cicero^ 
nian Copioufhefs. 

Is this Babylon ? The Glory of Kingdoms ! 
The Beauty of the Chaldean Excellency ! 

Where once the gorgeous Eajl^ with richejl Handy 
Shower d on her Kings barbaric Pearl and Gold. 

How 
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How is She fallen ! Fallen from the Height 
of Magnificence, into the Abyfs of Confufion ! 
What was once the Objeft of univerfal Ad- 
miration, is now a Speflacle of Aftonifhment 
and Horror. 

The Palace^ where Majefty fat inthroned 
like fome terreftrial Deity, is a Heap of Rub- 
bifli: no longer diftinguiflied by an Air of 
fuperior Elegance, but by ftronger and more 
melancholy Marks of departed Dignity *. — 
Where, the Nobles of that fumptuous Courts 
trailed along the marble Pavements their Robes 
of Purple and Embroidery j there, the crefted 
Snake hifTes, or the fierce invenomed Adder 
glides. 

How changed is the hofpitable Hall^ and how 
difgraced the Room of State ! Thefirft afforded 
a conflant and cordial Reception to the wel- 
come Guefts ; in the laft, the great King gave 
Audience to his cringing, his adoring Vaflals. 
New, Thorns over-run the Circumference, 
and " Defolation fits in the Threfliold" of 
them both. — ^Where are the Roofs of Ivory, 

painted 

♦ Benjamin^ a Jew of Tudelay in his Itinerary.^ written 
about the Year of our LORD 1 170, tells Us—*' That He 
** was upon the Place, where this City formerly flood, and 
** found it wholly defolated and dcftroyed. Only fome Ruins 
•* of Nehuchadne%zar*'i Palace were ftill remaining ; but Men 
•* were afraid to go near them, by reafon of the many Scr* 
•* pents and Scorpions, that were then in the Place." 

Vol. H. G 
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painted with VermiUortj and adorned with 
Sculpture ? The radiant Roofs, whofe Lamps 
of burnifhed Silver, pendent in many a blaz- 
ing Row, yielded Light as fronx another Sky ? 
Swept from their Foundations, they lie clotted 
with defiling Dirt, or dafped in tangling 
Briars. — Mtdfic no longer pours her Harmony, 
through the fpacious and extended Apart- 
ment ; but the Night-Owl, neftling in fome 
Cleft of the Ruins, fcreams her harih and 
portentous Diflbnance. Jcy no longer leads 
up the fprightly Dance, amidft the Luftre of 
that artificial Day ; but the folitary Batt flits 
in filent Circles, or flaps her footy Wings. 
All thofe gay Delights — ^let the Sons of Sen^ 
fuality hear the Tale, and take Warning from 
the Cataftrophe ! — all thofe gay Delights arc 
cxtinguifhed, like one of their feebleft Tapers j 
which, having illuminated for a while the fe- 
ftive Aflembly, fhonc itfelf to the Edges of 
theexhaufled Socket, and in a Moment flafhed 
into Stench and Darknefs. 

The Walls^ though cemented with Bitu- 
men *, and confolidated into the Firmnefs of 

a Flint, 

^ The Walls were built of Brick, and cemented with a 
glutinous Kind of Slime; which binds more firmly than any 
Mortar, and foon grows harder, than the Brick or Stones n 
themfelves. — They were, according to the Account given by 
Herodotus^ in Bnadth eighty-feven Feet, in Height three hun- 
dred and fifty Feet, and reckoned to be abfoluttly mpngmdfU. 
Infomuch that the Inhabitants, when befieged by Cjrus^ in- 

fiilted 
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a Flint, are become like the broken Bubble, 
There was a Time, when the Inhabitants, con- 
fiding in the Strength of their Bulwarks, and 
their impregnable Towers, looked down with 
fearlefs Difdain on the Army of Befiegers, 
But now the Prophet*s Threatening is moft 
terribly fulfilled : l%e Fortrefs of the high Fort 
of thy Walk bath HE brought dowrij laid low^ 
and brought to the Ground^ even to the Dtifi *.— 
Where arc the Gates^ the grand and glittering 
Gates -f*, that admitted the triumphant Hofts, 
or poured forth their numerous Legions againft 
the Day of Battle ? Not one Trace remains, 
to tell the inquifitive Stranger -, " Here the 
" fpacious Avenues opened : Here the mafly 
" Portals rofe/' — Commodious ^^/fj, in which 
the cluftering Merchants raifed the bufy Hum» 
and planned the Schen^es of Commerce; ample 
StreetSy in which Induftry drove the toiling 
Car, or fmotethe founding Anvil; are (hrouded 
with matted Grafs, or buried beneath the 
ranked Weeds* Silence, in both Places, a ful- 

len 

fulted Him from the Walls, and laughed at his Attempt, as 
a vain impradtigabie Project — Ot it cv ru Tf»;^{i K»rt'yi\u}9 
Tuv iroXiof xiav. Xenopb. hjl. Cyr, Lib. vii. 

♦ I/ai. XXV, 12, 

+ There were no lefs than a hundred Gates, all oifoUd 
Brafs. Hence It is, that when JEHOVAH promilcs to 
make Cyrus Matter of Babylon^ He fpeaks in this verv re- 
markable and particularizing Manner ; I will break in Pieces 
hifere Th<e the Gates of Brafs^ Ifai. xlv. 2. 
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len Silence reigns 5 and Inaftivity, a death- 
like Inaftivity, flumbers. 

What is become of thofe Hanging-gardens^ 
which, for curious Contrivance and ftupend- 
ous Workmanfliip, were never equalled in 
any Nation under Heaven ? Terraces^ that 
overlooked the tailed Houfes ! ParterreSy ex- 
alted to the Clouds, and opening their flowery> 
Beauties in that ftrange Region ! Groves^ whoTe 
very Roots were higher than the Tops of the 
loftieft Trees * ! — They are now fmitten by a 
dreadful BlafV. Their Beauty is gone like a 
withered Leaf. Inftead of being the favourite 
Retreats of a Queen, and the Admiration of 
the whole World, they are a Neft for poifon- 
ous Reptiles, and a Kennel for ravenous Beafls. 
The Traveler, inftead of expatiating with De- 
light, where this penfile Paradife flourifhed, is 
ftruck with Horror ; keeps at a trembling 
Diftancej and furveying the rueful Spot, cries 
out, Righteous art ThoUy O LORD^ and true are 
thy Judgments ! 

Here ftands an Obelijky maimed by the 
Stroke of revolving Years, like a Mountain 
Oak fhattered by the flaming Bolt. Another, 
all unhinged and quite disjointed, feems to 
tremble before every Blaft that blows. — There^ 

the 

* PinftUs Horti funtj fummam Murorum Altituditum 
aquantesy multarumquc Arborum Umbra ^ Proceritatc. 
amosnu Curt. Lib. V. 
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the Pyramid * ; firm as the folid Rock, and 
liable, One would have thought, as the ever- 
lafting Hills ; wrenched from its mighty Bafe, 
is tumbled headlong in enormous Ruin, and 
has crufhed many a Stru6lure by its Fall. — 
See yonder, the triumphal Arch \ which ex- 
hibited, through its extenfive and beautiful 
Bend, an advantageous View of the Firma- 
ment. It was, once, the graceful Memorial 
of fome celebrated Vxflory ; it is, now, con- 
verted into a Trophy of a veiy different Kind. 
Juft retaining two uneven, battered, ragged 
Stumps, it ferves to recognize the deflrudive 
Ravages of Time. — Spires^ that pierced the 
Cloiids, and fhot into the Skies, are leveled 
with the trodden Soil. On FinacleSy to which 
the ftrong-winged Bird could hardly foar, the 
groveling Worm crawls, and the fordid Snail 
leaves her (limy Track. — Bathi^ that contained 
the tranllucent Wave, and were fo often per- 
fumed with odoriferous Unguents, are choked 
with Filth ; the grand Colonadcy that furrounded 
them, is fhivered to pieces ; and the elevated 
Domcy that covered them, is dafhed to the 

Ground. 

♦ Straho calls the Temple of Belus a Pyramid, Lib. XV. 
But if the Critics in Hiftory fcould queftion or deny the 
Exiftence of Pyramids among the Babyhnlansy for this and 
other Liberties ufed by our young Dedaimer, Horaa fliall 
make an Apology : 

PiSlorlbus atqui Poetis 

^idlibet audendi femper fuit aqua PoteJIau 

G3 
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Ground. — ^The public Aquedu£is^ that coa^ 
veyed Cleanlinefs and Health along their cry- 
ftal Currents, are degenerated into a ftagnat- 
ing Lake -, while croking Vermine fwarm 
among the Weeds, and noifome Exhalations 
fleam from the Mire. 

Auguft and ftately T*emples^ that Teemed to 
afFecl the Neighbourhood of Heaven*, arc 
furik to the very DuJft. — ^Who can point the 
Spot, where the confecrated Viftim bled, or 
the facred Fire glowed ? Where the fceptred 
Image lifted its majeftic Head, or the venerat- 
ing Crouds bowed the fuppliant Knee -f- ? De- 
graded kre thofe fplendid Vanities, and caft 
(according to the Denunciation of the facred 
Oracles) to the Bats and to the Moles |. All is 
low 5 low as the fpurious Dignity of the Idols 

they 

♦ A Tower in the Temple of Belusy and dedicated to 
his Worfhip, was moft amazingly high. It confided of 
eight Towers, erefted one above another. It arofe to the 
Elevation of fix hundred Feet perpendicular. And is thought, 
by the learned Bocbariy to have been Part of that fuperb 
Work, which was begun when the whole Earth was $/ one 
Language: but mifcarried, or rather was providentially de* 
feat^, by the Confufion of Tongues. In this Stru^ure, 
there were doubtlefs very ftrong Traces of that arrogant 
Boaft ; Let Us build Us a City and a Tower y wbofe Top may 
reach to Heaven. Gen. xi. 4. 

+ Alluding to that prodigious Inftance of Profufenefs, 



Oflentation, and idolatrous Madnefs, the golden Image fet up 
in the Plain of Dura .• whofe Height (that is, the Height of 
* "^ * ^ * " ^core Cubits. 

p. 95, lie. 



the Statue and Pedeftal taken together) was three/core Cubits. 
Dan. iii. i. See Pridsawc^ Conne^ioH. Vol. I. p. 95, 



p. 567, ifc 

X I/ai. ii, 20t 
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they complimented ; low as the Straw^ that is 
trodden down for the Dunghil*. 

Sepulchres^ the once venerable Repofitories 
of the Dead, awful Manfions, deftined to 
everlafting Concealment; are cleft and rent 
afunder. They difclofe the horrid Secrets of 
the Pit, and frightfully yawn upon the blafted 
Day. Poffibly, fome ravenous Creature lurks 
within, that has already rifled the Tomb of 
its Hero ; given the putrid Bones a new Grave j 
and waits only for the Approach of Night, 
to repeat his funeral Dirge in Yells, — Tnfcrip^ 
tionSf defigned to perpetuate fbme illufhious 
Charafter, or eternize fome heroic Deed, are 
blended in the promifcuous Ma(s. In vain, 
would the prying Antiquary fearch for a le- 
gible or confiftent Sentence : in vain, attempt 
to find the memorable Names of a Nebuchad-- 
nezzar or a Nimrod. Thefe, though engraved 
on Plates of Brafs, or cut in Blocks of Marble, 
are loft amidft the ftupendous Lumber; as' 
Prints on the unfteady Sand are effaced, when 
returning Tides fmooth the furrowed Beach. 

Here and there a ftraggling Cyprefs rifes, 
as it were with funeral Solemnity, amidft the 
Wafte -f-. Somewhat like the black Plumes, 

nodding 

♦ Ifai. XXV. 10. 

f Rauxvolf^ a German Traveler, who palled that Way, 
in the Year of our LORD 1574, favs ; " This Country is 
*^ io^ and barren, that it cannot dc tilled ^ and To bare, 

G 4 " that 
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nodding over the mournful Hearfe, they aug- 
ment the Sadnefs of the Scene, and throw a 
deeper Horror on all below. — No human 
Voice is heard, nor human Face feen, amidft 
thefe defolated Heaps, Too dreary, even for 
the Roam of hoary Hermit, or the Cell of 
gloomy Monk. Abandoned they are, totally 
abandoned, to the Dominion of Solitude ; or 
elfe, to the unmolefted Refort of fliaggy Mon- 
fters, and feathered Hags ; that ftun the mid- 
night Hours — thefe, with their importunate 
Shrieks — tbofe, with their execrable Howls. 

See ! to what a defpicable, what an abhorr- 
ed State, the proudeft Monuments of earthly 
Grandeur, and the moll coflly Apparatus for 
earthly Felicity, may be reduced ! A pregnant 
and alarming Proof, that, for lajiing Honour^ 
or real Happinefs, 

^hey build too low, who build beneath the Skies. 

Afp. I very much approve the Choice of 
your Subjeft. The Ruins of Pcrfepolis, would 
have given Us a View of Magnificence in 
Abafement. The Ruins of Palmyra, might 
have fhewed Us Elegance in the Duft, But 
the Ruins of Babylon difplay at once, Magni- 
ficence and Elegance under an Eclipfe, Scrips 

ture 

«' that I fhould have doubted, whether the potent Babylon 
** did ftand there, if I had not known it by feveral antient 
«* and delicate Antiquities, that aic ftill ftanding hereabout 
^* in great DcfoiaitiQn." 
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ture and Revelation in their Glory. — The utter 
Deftrudtion of this City, which was abfolutely 
unequalled ♦ in every Inftance of Dignity, 
and feemingly invincible by any Enemy, muft 
certainly have been looked upon as the moji 
improbabk of Events. Neverthelefs its utter 
Deftruftion was decreed by JEHOVAH, and 
denounced by his Prophet, feveral Ages before 
the Execution took place. The awful Sentence 
was not only recorded, but is ftill remaining, 
in the public Archives of our Religion. 

T^her. Where is this Sentence recorded ? 

Afp. In the Prophecy of Ifaiab. And not 

only recorded, but in the mofl circumflantial 

Manner, and with a minute Ddtail of the 

horrible Defolations. Thefe are the Words 

of the infpired Writer ; Babylon, the Ghry 

of Kingdoms^ the Beauty of the Chaldees Excel-- 

lency^ Jhall be as when GOD overthrew Sodom 

anJ Gomorrah. It Jhall never be inhabited ; 

neither Jhall it be dwelt in from Generation to 

Generation : Neither Jhall the Arabian pitch ^ent 

there ; neither Jhall the Shepherds make their Fold 

there. But wild Beajls of the Defart Jhall lie 

there y and their Houfes Jhall be full of doleful 

Creatures y and Owls Jhall dwell there, and Satyrs 

Jhall dance there. Aid the wild BeaJls of the 

T I/lands 

• UmquaUed — Reprefented therefore by the golden Head, 
|n^ir^i/^^tf^/zrz2U7r's prophetic Dream, and emblematic Image. 
Dan. ii. 38. — And defcribed by an ancient Author, as Omw/«i»i 
^uaf unquam Sol affixit Urbixm maxima. Paufim. in Arcad, 
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yiands Jhall cry in their defolate Houfes^ and Dra^ 
gons in their pleafant Palaces *. 

In the two firft Sentences, is comprized the 
xnoft finiihed Picture of Profperity and Gran- 
deur. The Glory of Kingdoms \ beyond every 
other Metropolis, fpacious, ornamented, and 
wealthy ; revered by many conquered and tri- 
butary Dominions, as their Miftrefs, and their 
Sovereign. — The Beauty of the Chaldees Excels 
Itncy : The CbaUeanSy who excelled all the 
Nations of the Earth in. Riches, in Splendor, 
and in Power, even they gloried in thb won- 
derful City. This was the higheft Honour of 
the mod illuftrious, and chief Strength of the 
moft vifliorious People j faireft, where all was 
confpicuoufly fair ; nobleft, where all was fu- 
pereminently noble. — Yet this diftinguifhed, 
this crowning City, Jhall^ at the blading of 
the Breath of JEHOVAH, be deftroyed as ut- 
terly, as when GOD overthrew Sodom and Gor 
morraL 

In defcribing the Overthrow of this great 
City, the Prophet is equally admirable ; and 
rifes, by a moft judicious Gradation, into all 
the Pomp of Horror, y. ^, " Now, indeed, 
•* it is thronged with Citizens ; but, the Houi* 
** is coming, when it fhall be intirely depo- 
** pulated, and not fo much as a fingle In- 
;« habitant left. — ^Left You fhould think, that 

t' in 

* Ifiu Tuii* I9> 2O9 2I9 22* 
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" in Proccfs of Time it may be re-edified^ 
^< and again aboimd with joyful Multitudes, 
" it Jhall never be inhabited more 5 no, never 
" be dwelt in any moxCj from Generation to 
^* Generation ; but fhall continue a difmal 
" Wafte, through all fucceeding Ages. — So 
^^ far from being rebuilt, that it fhall be in- 
" tirely ufele(s. Not fo much as the rude 
" and roving Arabian fhall pitch his T'ent^ or 
" procm-e for Himfelf the poor Accommo- 
" dation of a Night's Lodging ; where Millions 
^^ of polite People bafked in the Sunfhine of 
" profufe Profperity. Neither fhall the Sbep^^ 
*^ herds make their Fold^ or find fo much as an 
" occafional Shelter for their Flocks j where 
^' Kings, Grandees, and Crouds of affluent 
" Citizens, repofed themfelves in profound 
" Tranquillity. — ^Yea, fo far from being ha- 
" bitable, that it fhall be inaccejfible : the 
" Haunt of every doleful, horrid, and de* 
^* flruftive Monfler : and ferve no manner 
" of valuable Purpofe, unlefs it be to (land 
" as a Monument of divine Vengeance, and 
" an Admonition to human Pride." 

All this is foretold in Scripture ; and, though 
to human Appearance impoffible, though to 
human Apprehenfion incredible, was, in the 
appointed Time, mod minutely accomplifhed. 
The Memorials and Evidences of the Accom- 

pUfhment 
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plifhment remain to this very Day *. They are 
fo authentic^ that the moft inquifitive Curiofity 
cannot doubt; and fo incontejlable^ that the 
'moft bigotted Incredulity will not deny. And 
fhould not this teach Us, to reverence the 
Authority, to admire the Wifdom, and con- 
fide in the Promifes of that heavenly Volume ? 

I know. You are not fond of Compliments, 
^eron. Therefore, inftead of fpcaking my 
Opinion of your Son's Performance, I will 
endeavour to return your Favour. — ^You have 
entertained me with' an Account of the moft 
memorable Ruins, extant in the material 
World. Let me prefent my Friend with a 
Pidhire of Ruins, no lefs remarkable, far more 

deplor- 

♦ It is faid, by a very learned Author ; Bahylomm ufque 
io concidiffi'i ut Nemo cum Fiducia illius Locum ampUus demon^ 
Jiran queat. i. e. " Babylon is now fo totally deftroyed, that 
** the moft Ikilful Geographers cannot, with Certainty, 
** determine the Place, on which it flood." 

Should any of ray Readers prefer this Account, I Ihall 
neither litigate the roint, nor be anxious for the Confe- 

Sience. It may indeed rank EugeniVs Compofition among 
e Works of Fancy. But it will realize Afpajio^s Afiertion, 
and corroborate his Argument. If We find no Memorials of 
the City, We have the mo^ evident Verification, and the fulle/i 
Accomplishment, of the Prophecy. 

If this be the Cafe, it gives an amazing Emphafis to that 
juft, but terrible Decree, iflued from the fupreme Tribunal ; 
I wiUfweep it with the Befom of Dejlruttion^ faith tlje LORD 
tf Hofls. *' I will not only lay it in Ruins, but extirpate it 
•* from the Earth. I will efface the very Footfteps of its Exif- 
♦^ tence ; and not leave fo much as a Fragment or a Trace of 
«* that piagnificcnt, but wicked Metropolis." Ifai. xiv. 313, 
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deplorable^ and unfpeakably interejling to Us 
aU. I fhall give it, in the Colouring of a 
great Mailer; whofe Works, this very Day^ 
I happened to be perufmg. 

The Paflage difplays a Do6bine, of the 
utmoft Importance in the Chriftian Scheme ; 
and by one of the fineft Pieces of Imagery, 
to be met with in elegant Writing. I think, 
it may be looked upon, as a praSlical Improve^ 
ment of Eugenio's Declamation. It plcafed me 
fo much, that I tranfcribed it ; and I make 
no Apology for reading it, becaufe I (hall ex- 
pe6t: your Thanks. — Only let me hint, that 
it confiders the human Soul, as originally an 
Habitation of GOD through the SPIRIT; 
and then, fpeaking of its fallen Condition, 
proceeds/ 

" That He hath withdrawn Himfelfy and 
" left this his temple defolate. We have many 
" fad and plain Proofs before Us. Thtjlately 
*' Ruins are vifible to every Eye, that bear in 
*' their Front (yet extant) this doleful Infcrip- 
" tion i H£££ GOD once dw^elt. Enough 
'* appears of the admirable Frame and Struc- 
" ture of the Soul of Man^ to fliew the divine 
" Prefence did fometime refide in it ; more 
" than enough of vicious Deformity^ to pro- 
" claim He is now retired and gone. The 
" Lamps are extin6l, the Altar overturned; 
" the Light and Love are now vanifhed, which 

" did 
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•* did the ontjhine^ with fo heavenly Bright- 
** ncfs 5 the other burn^ with fo pious Fervour. 
" The golden Candlejiic is difplaced, and thrown 
" away as an ufelefs Thing, to make room 
" for the Tlirone of the Prince of Darknefs, 
<• The/acred Incenfe^ which fent rolling up in 
" Clouds its rich Perfumes, is exchanged for 
*' a poifonous hellifli Vapour ; and here is, 
" injlead of a fweet Savour^ a Stench. The 
" comely Order of this Houfe is turned all 
" into Confufion. The Beauties of Holinefs 
" into noifome Impurities. The Houfe of Prayer 
** to a Den of Thieves^ and that of the worft 
" and moft horrid Kind ; for every Lujl is a 
" Thief and every Theft is Sacrilege : Con- 
" tinual Rapine and Robbery is cOTamitted 
" upon holy Things. The noble Powers, which 
<« were defigned and dedicated to divine Con- 
" templation and Delight y are alienated to the 
*» Service of the moft defpicable Idols, and 
" employed unto the vileft Intuitions and 
•* Embraces j to behold and admire lying Va^ 
" nitiesy to indulge and cherifti Luft and 
•* Wickednefs. 

•* There is not now a Syftem, an intirc Ta- 
" blc of coherent Truths to be found, or a 
•* Frame of Holinefs^ but fome fhivered Parcels. 
" How many Attempts have been made, fince 
" that fearful Fall and Ruin of this Fabric, 
** to compofe again the Truths of fo many 

« feveial 
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" feveral Kinds into their diftinft Orders, and 
*' make up Frames of Science or ufefiil Know- 
" ledge ! and after fo many Ages, nothing is 
" finifhed in any Kind. Sometimes, Truths 
" are mifplaced, and what belongs to one Kind, 
** is transferred to another^ where it will not 
•* fitly match ; fometimes, Faljhood inferted^ 
^* which fhatters or difturbs the whole Frame.. 
" And what with much fruitlefs Pains, is 
** done by one Hand, is dafhed in pieces by 
^* another ; and it is the Work of z following 
" Age to fwcep away the fine-fpun Cobwebs 
" of z, former. And thofe Truths, which are 
" of greateft Ufe, are leaft regarded ; their 
" Tendency and Defign are overlooked, or 
** they are fo loofened and torn off, that they 
" cannot be wrought in, fo as to take hold 
" of the Soul ; but hover zs faint ineffeSlual 
" Notions, that fignify Nothing. Its very f un- 
** damental Powers are fhaken and disjointed, 
•* and their Order towards one another con- 
" founded and broken. So that what is judged 
" conJiderabUj is not conjidered ; what is re- 
" commended as eligible and lovely, is not loved 
" and chofen. Yea, the Truth which is after 
" Godlinefs, is not fo much dtjbelieved, as 
" bated, held in Unrighteoufnefs : and fhines a3 
•^ too feeble a Light, in that malignant Dark- 
** nefs, which comprehends it not. You come, 
^^ amidft all this Confufion, as mto the ruined 

"Palace 
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" Palace of fome great Prince, in which You 
" fee here the Fragments of a noble Pillar, 
** there the fhattered Pieces of fome curious 
" Imagery ; and all lying neglefted and ufelefs 
" amongft Heaps of Dirt* He that invites 
" You to take a View of the Soul of Man, 
" gives You but fuch another Profpeft, and 
" doth but fay to You, Behold the Defolation^ 
" all Things rude and wafte. So that fhould 
" there be any Pretence to the divine Prefence, 
" it might be faid, If GOD be bere^ why is it 
" thus ? The faded Glory, the Darknefs, the 
" Diforder, the Impurity, the decayed State 
" in all refpefts of this Temple, too plainly 
•^ (hew, The GREAT INHABITANT is 
** gone *•" 

Ther. Your Painter, I muft own, Is a Ma- 
tter in his Profeffionj and feems to have a 
peculiar Talent for a Night-piece. — But why, 
I bcfeech You, fo much of his Shades and 
Solemnity ? Has He no Colours, but the dark ? 
No Lineaments, but the four ? Could He not 
allow Us one bright Tint, one fmiling Fea- 
ture ? when He was copying the nobleft Being 
in this fublunary World ? — Is it for the Ho- 
nour of the great CREATOR, to give fuch a 
deformed Draught of his moft finifhed Work- 
fhanlhip ? 

yifp. 

f Sec Mr. Hmi% Trcatife, intidcd The Uving Tempb. 
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Afp. It reficfts no kind of Diftionour upon 
the Architeft of Babylon^ that its Palaces are 
fallen, its Edifices demolifhed, and its Walls 
leveled with the Ground. They might have 
been built with the exafteft Symmetry, and 
once embeliifhed with every graceful Orna- 
ment 3 notwithftanding the Stroke of Violence, 
or the Sap of Years, have now reduced them 
to Heaps of Rubbifh. — The human Soul, 
when recent from the Infpiration of the AL- 
MIGHTY; was bright with Knowledge, ami- 
able with Virtue, and in eveiy refpeft excel- 
lent. But How — ^to fpeak in the Language 
of the mourning Prophet ; a Language, never 
more pertinent than on the prefcnt Occafion 
— Haw is the Gold become dim I How is the mofi 
fine Gold changed I 

T^er. Man's Soul is rational and eternal ; 
is the Offspring of the DEITY, and capable 
of refembling its M A K E R. 

Afp. What Milton allows to the fallen Arch- 
Angel, I can readily allow to fallen Man : 

He had not loji 

All his original Brightnefs. 

The grand and diflinguifhing Faculties of the 
Soul remain. Juft as, when a Fountain is 
poifoned, the Waters continue to flow : but 
flow no longer with Healthy flow rather with 
Death in the Stream. Thefe very Faculties, 
Vol. IL H unlefs 
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unlefs renewed and regulated by the Influence 
of Religion, muft be our prefent Mifery, and 
will prove our everlaftingCurfe. — " The Soul," 
You fay, " is rational, is eternal." And do 
not even the Devils pofTefs the Powers of 
Reafon ? Is not their Exiftence alfo of an 
endlefs Duration ? Yet are they of all Crea- 
tures, the moft execrable and the moft mifer- 
able. * 

You call the human Soul, the Offspring of 
the DEITY. And You call it properly. Muft 
We not then adopt the Prophet's Exclama- 
tion, " How art Tbou fallen^ O Lucifer, Son of 
" tbe Morning*! How art Thou degenerated, 
** O Man, Son of the MOST HIGH! Thy 
*' glorious Original fervcs only to fet forth, 
*' with more glaring Evidence, thy deplorable 
" Apoftacy.*' 

Capable, You add, of refembling itsMAKER^ 
This, I acknowledge, is a valuable Prerogative. 
In this the infernal Spirits have no Share. But 
this Capacity will always lie dormant ; will 
never awaken into Aft -, never be eftabliflied 
in Habit ; unlefs Almighty Grace inteiTenc. 
^ber. The moft celebrated Philofophers of 
Antiquity, frequently exhort their Readers ta 
follow Nature ; as a certain Guide to true Ex- 
cellence. — ^Many eloquent Writers of our owrn 
Country, inlarge upon the Dignity of human 

J^aturc ; 

• J/al, xiv. 12. 
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Nature ; and from this Topic derive very 
forcible Arguments, for a correfpondent Dig- 
nity both of Sentiment and Behaviour. — Upon 
what can thofe Principles of the anticnt Sages, 
and of our later Moralifts, be founded ? 

AJp. Indeed, Tberon^ I am at a lofs to tell. 
If they have any Foundation, it is merely 
imaginary ; not laid in Truth, nor confirmed 
by Experience. — According to my Apprehen- 
fion, they invert the Order of Things. They 
take that for a Pojlulatum^ which ought to be 
ranked among the Defiderata \ and make an 
Axiom of a mere Figment. 

Had Man continued, as He was created, 
to aft according to Nature, and according to 
the Law of GOD, would have been one and 
the fame Thing. For which Reafon, We find 
no Precepts of Religion, no Delineation of 
Morality, given to Adam in Paradife. Becaufe^ 
Religion and Morality were engraven on his 
Heart ; or rather, they refulted from the very 
Bent and Tendency of his perfeft Frame- 
But fince the Fall it is quite otherwife. 

Hher. Have not many of the antient Wor- 
thies been living Confutations of your Opinion ? 
Wife PhUofophers, judicious Lawgivers, and 
fteady Minifters of Juftice ? Their Defires re- 
fined, their Affections benevolent, their whole 
ConduC): upright. 

H 2 ' AJp. 
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Jfp. I cannot forbear wondering, that Yoil 
fhould inftance in Lawgivers and Minifters of 
Juftice. Since the very Inftitution of their 
Office prefuppofes the Depravity of Mankind. 
Was human Nature agitated by no irregular 
or vicious Inclinations, the Barrier of Laws 
would be as needlefs in civil Societies, as the 
vaft Banks of Holland are needlefs in our up- 
land Counties. 

But this, You will fay, is a digreffive Ob- 
fervation. Your Queftion requires a pofitive 
Anfwer. And it is eafy to anfwer. That the 
Painting is beyond the Life. If my Author 
has been too free with the dark, my Friend has 
been too lavifti of the glittering Colours. — 
Thofe famous Men might aim, perhaps, at 
the Excellency You defcribe. Not one of them 
came up to the Mark. — Or, fuppofe they didjf 
this would not invalidate my Tenet. 

Tiber. This not invalidate your Tenet ! Then 
Demonflxation carries no Conviftion. 

j^Jp. Pray, who is your greateft Favourite, 
among all the renowned Perfons of Antiquity ? 

I'ber. Socrates.^—Hc ftands at the Head of 
the Clafs ; and was, indifputably, the wifeft 
and the beft of the Heathen World. 

j4/p. I think fo too. — Be pleafed, however, 
to recoUeft the Story of the Pbjifiognomijl ; 
who pretended to difcover the Diipofition of 

tha 
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the Mind, by the Caft of the Countenance. 
The Profeflbr of this occult Science under- 
took. You know, to exercife his Skill upon 
Socrates ; and pronounced Him, after an Exa- 
mination of his Features, lafcivious, paflio- 
nate, andmorofe. — This Judgment, fo extra- 
vagantly wide of the Truth, was bringing a 
Storm of Ridicule and Refentment upon the 
poor Fortune-teller. When the ingenuous Phi- 
lofopher mterpofed, and owned the Defcrip- 
tion to be exaftly true. Thztfucb was his 
natural Temper j and if his Converfation had 
been of a different Turn, it was owing to the 
Aids of Philofophy. — So that, even in your 
moft finifhed * Charafter, there was no innate 
Dignity. All was adventitious. 

^ber. If Corruption was derived unto all 
Men from their Forefather Adam -, methinks, 

aU 

* Though I love and admire the Charafter of Socrates^ 
yet I cannot approve the whole of his Conduft. One Thing 
which gives me particular Offence is, the habitual Practice 
of Swearings which occurs in all his Conferences with his 
Pupils. Mat Toif Aiflt, N»i Aa', or fome fuch Appeal to the 
DEITY is ufed, not only in every Difcourfe, but almoft 
in every Page ; and that upon the moft unnece/JaryOQCzfions. 
— I have often wondered, that fo polite a Writer as Arw- 
pkofij (hould admit this flagrant Impropriety into his Dia- 
logues. Which, befides its irreligious Air, is fomewhat like 
the Crambi repetita\ and recurs, and recurs, and recurs, till 
it is really tirefome. But much more I wonder, that his ex- 
cellent Mafler, (hould fu£Fer the Sanation of an Oath, to 
become fo trivial'* and the Honour of bis JupitiTy fo cheap. 

H3 This 
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all fhould be equally corrupt. But this is con- 
trary to known Fad. Some We fee naturally 
loving and lovely ; gentle in their Manners ; 
and fubjeft to no inordinate Appetites. 

J[fp. Some Perfons may be of more compofed, 
or, if You pleafe, of lefs dijfolute Manners, 
than the Generality of other People. Thanks 
to a better Temperature of their Conftitution, 
or a more watchful Care in their Education. 
— But fhew me the unregenerate Man, that 
is fubjeft to no inordinate Appetites ? One vile 
AfFe6lion may check another, or a Senfe of 
Decency may hold the Curb upon all. But 
it is one. Thing, to have the wild Beaft in the 
Heart chained ; another, to have Him expelled, 
or the Lion transformed into a Lamb. 

Tl)er. Have We not often obfer\'^ed heroic 
Courage, and a Generofity of Spirit, where 
the Education has been none of the ftrifteft Y 
To what can we afcribe thefe laudable Qua- 
lities, but to the innate Noblenefs of tiie Tem- 
per, working without any auxiliary Succours? 

Afp. Virtue, T'heron^ is a complete Aflem-^ 
blage, not fome disjcinted Shreds, of laudable 
Qualities. Thofe You mention, if not ac- 
companied 

This proves the deplorable BUndnefs of human Reafon; 
which could miftakc fo notorious a Profanation of the divine 
Name^ for a genteel Embclliflimcnt of Speech — It fhews Us, 
lilcewife,' our extreme Need of that revealed Law, which, 
among ether refined Precepts, unknown to the Religion of 
Nature, injoina; Above all Things^ fwearnat — findLjSfuJbak 
not take the Name of the LOH^DjhyGOD in vain. 
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companied with the whole Circle of amiable 
Accompliftiments, are no more to be called 
Viitue ; tlian two or three fcattered Frag- 
ments of an Edifice, are to be honoured with 
the Appellation of an Houfe. — How often arc 
thofe very Peiibns, with all their Fortitude, 
Slaves to ignoble Pleafures, or in Bondage to 
the bafeft Lufls. A mod infallible Indication, 
that they have no uniform Generofity, nor any 
real Courage. — ^Defu-e of Fame, may prompt 
to many fuch A£ls, as dazzle the fuperficial 
Eye : which yet are far, very far from genuine 
Virtue. 

"Tber. Do You then attribute the Grecian 
Politenefs and the high Roman Spirit, all the 
gallant Aftions of their Heroes and Generals, 
to a Defire of Fame ? 

Afp. There is Reafon to fufpeft^ that they 
derived their Origin from fome improper Mo- 
tive. And no Motive was more artfully in- 
flilled, or more affiduoufly cherilhed, than the 
Spirit of Ambition. — View their Crowns, 
their Statues, their triumphal Solemnities.—^ 
Read their Orators, their Hiftorians, their 
Poets — The former were xhtSchool^ the latter 
were the Majlers^ to inculcate this grand Lei^ 
fon. 

Let Us confider the Romans a little more at- 
tentively ; and not amidft the Dregs of their 
Community, but in their very beft Ages i 
H 4 when 
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when their Republic fubfifted, and their Sci^ 
pios flourifhed. Many great and fliining Deeds 
were undoubtedly performed. But did they 
ipring from a reverential Regard to the S U- 
PREME BEING; from Obedience to his 
Will, or Zeal for his Honour ? 

If this Principle fhould be thought too re- 
fined, did they proceed from a Love to their 
Fellow^creatures? In cafe, neither of thefe Mo- 
tives * aftuated their Conduft, it can never 
be placed to the Account of Virtue. — Had 
Benevolence been their leading Principle, why 
fuch Inhumanity to Carthage f Why muft that 
opulent City be laid in Alhes, and lier nu- 
merous Citizens be put to the Sword ? Were 
they Enemies to Mankind, or a Nuifance in 
the World? You well know, that they were 
only too indulirious, and too powerful. By 
which means, they would be in a Condition, 
to eclipfe the Magnificence of the Roman 
Name, and difpute the Pxize of Sovereignty 
with the Roman State. For this Crime — a 
Crime, in Ambition's Eye, abfolutely inexcuf- 

able 

* A Zeal for the Honour of GOD, and a Concern for 
the Good of cur Fellow-creatures, are the true Sources of 
Virtue, i Cor. x. 24, 31. When our Adions flow not from 
thefc Principles, Reaibn will put a ^jery upon them, and 
Revelation will expunge them from tlic Lift of Virtues. — 
They may be fpecious in themfclves ; they may be ccftly to 
the rerformer; they may even be fcrviceable to Others. But 
c^ no more deferve the Title of / irtue^ than the A£livity 
of our Sun-fire Officers, in extinguifhing the Flames on iotty^. 
infured Houfe, can merit tho Name of Charitj. 
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able— even Catds upright Soul, fhall doom 
them to utter Defti-uflion j and Scipio's gentle 
Hand, fhall execute the horrid Decree. 

Is this Virtue ? Does Virtue ravage Coun- 
tries, from the mere Wantonnefs of Pride, or 
Luft of Pre-eminence ? Does Virtue deftroy 
Millions of Lives, only to aggrandize a par- 
ticular People, or extend the Dominion of 
fome favourite Empire ? If this wrere Virtue, 
Brutus thought too honourably of her Cha- 
rafter, when He teraied Her an empty Name. 
— I am fure, my Tberon has jufter Notions of 
Things. He need not be informed, that tine 
Virtue, far from perfonating the rapacious 
Harpy, adis as a Father to Others, as a Fa- 
ther to AIL And, like HIM, who is both 
its Pattern and its Author, goes about doing 
Good. 

Tljer. The moft elegant Cane, if plunged 
into yonder Bafon, while tlie Waters are curled 
by the Breeze, will appear both crooked and 
coarfe. I cannot but think, the Accufers of 
human Nature examine her State with a pre-- 
judiced Underftanding, Which has the fame 
perverfe EfFeft upon their Judgment, as thofe 
ruffled Waves have upon the Sight. — Or elfe, 
they contemplate her Condition with a melan^ 
cboly Mind 5 which, like a jaundiced Eye, gives 
every Objeft a diftempered Alpeft ; darkens 

the 
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the chearful 3 difcolours the beautiful ; and 
hangs even the Sun in Mourning. 

Jllp. Rather let this be the Comparifon, to 
illuflrate our Point. — View the meaneft Piece 
of Earth, tJirough the Prifmatic Glafs ; and 
it will appear, not beautiful only, but per- 
fe6tiy fplendid. Remove the delufoiy M edium^ 
and all the fophifticated Finery vanifhes. The 
Indigo, the Orange, the Violet are gone 5 and 
leave nothing to be feen, but a rude unorna- 
mented Lump of Clay. — So, if We confider 
human Nature, according to the partial Re-i 
prefentations of Self-love ; or contemplate it, 
in tht faltering Mirror of fome popular Writ- 
ings 3 it may feem regular, holy, excellent. 
But, if We behold it under the Light, the un- 
erring Light of Revelation, its fanlied Chaims 
difappear -, it ftands clothed with Deformity ; 
and is a Speftacle of Commiferation, if not 
of Horror. 

l%er. What Reafon have You to father fucli 
a Notion upon the facred Writings ? — The 
facred Writings inform Us, that Man was 
made after the Image of GOD. This, fure, 
could not be fo difhonourable and depraved a 
Pattern, as your Difcourfe would infmuate. 

Afp. Far, very far from a difhonourable 
Pattern ! The Image of GOD is the confum- 
ptate Standard of all Perfedlion. — In confor- 
mity to this admirable Exemplar, our firft 

Parents 
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Parents were created ; and in this admirable 
Condition they continued, till by Traoifereflion 
they fell. Fell from the moft holy and happy 
State, into Guilt, Condemnation, and Ruin« 
—Therefore, when this fatal Cataftrophc had 
taken place, the facred Hiftorian varies his 
Style ; and with a remarkable Peculiarity, as 
well as Propriety of Speech, fays, Adam Aegat 
a Son in bis own *, not in the DIVINE, Lii^ 
nefs. That every Reader may advert to this 
melancholy, but important Truth ; it is marked 
more ftrongly ftill ; it is inforced by a very 
emphatical Repetition, uifier bis own Image ^^ 
Mofes adds 5 as contradiftinguifhed to the Image 
of GOD, mentioned in the preceding Verfe* 
Which Expreflions are evidently intended, to de- 
note the Difference between the State, in which 
uidam was created, and Setb was begotten. 

Tber. Pray, let me have a fuccinft, but full 
Account of this tragical Story. Since all your 
orthodox Divines lay fuch a mighty Strels 
upon the Doftrine of the Fall. 

Afp. GOD, having formed the human Body 
out of the Ground, animated the Structure 
with a living Soul ; and tranfcribed upon this 
Soul the Image of his blefled SELF. AH was 
Light in the Underftanding ; all was Re£ti-^ 
tude in the Will s and nothing but Harmony 

in 

• This is affirmed, not of Cuin^ but of &/A, the moft ex- 
cellent of Adanfz Children, and Father of the holy Seed. 
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in the AfFedlions. — Man, thus endowed, was 

placed in the delightful Garden of Eden ; and 

fumifhed with every Accommodation, that was 

neceffary to fupport his Being, or defirable to 

gratify his Senfes. — ^He was conftituted Lord 

of this lower Creation 5 and, amidft number- 

lefs Indulgencies, received only one — eafy — 

negative Command — not to eat of the Tree of 

the Knowledge of Good and Evil. — From this 

He was to abftain, as a Pledge of his Sub- 

jeftion, and as an Exercife of his Obedience, 

Blifs and Immortality were to be the Reward 

of Duty ; Mifery and Death the Punifliment 

of Difobedience. In the Day T^hou eateji thereof 

thoii Jhalt furely die *y was the San6tion of the 

divine Law. 

How equitable ! How gracious the Terms \ 

Yet, neither the Authority of GOD, could 

deter Him from breaking them 3 nor the 

Goodnefs of GOD, induce Him to keep them. 

— Unreafonably difcontented even with fuch 

advantageous Circumftances, and prefumptu- 

oufly afpiring to be like the MOST HIGH, 

He hearkened to the Suggeftions of the evil 

Spirit. — ^In a Word ; He violated the Precept, 

and incurred tlie Penalty. GOD was juft, and 

Man was undone. He loft his Uprightnefs ^f- ; 

became 
* Gen. \u 17. 

+ ' Innocence^ that as a Veil 

Hadjbadou/d them from knowing Illy was gone^ 
J^ftCmfidcncey and native Right eoufnefs. Milt. B. IX. 1 054, 
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became fubjefl to Mortality ; and, as the ner- 
vous Original exprcffes it, Died the Death. 

Ther. True; He became fubjefl to many 
bodily Infirmities, and to the Neceflity of final 
Diflblution. — But, what has this Sentence, or 
what have thefe Sufferings to do, with^o«r 
Notion of univerfal Depravity in the Mind ? 
The Death, which the Almighty LEGISLA- 
TOR threatened, can be oppofed only to the 
Life, which the Almighty CREATOR gave. 

Aj^. Be it fo. — The CREATOR gave, and 
Man polleffed a Life, incomparably more ex- 
cellent, than that which the Pulfe imparts, or 
the Beafts enjoy. He pofi^fled a divine Life \ 
which, according to the Definition of the 
Apoftle, coniifted in Knowledge^ in Righteouf- 
nefsy and true Holinefs *. This — ^which w^as the 
diftinguifliing Glory, and the fupreme Felicity 
of his Nature — this, alas ! was extindl. 

His Underftanding, originally inlightencd 
with Wifdom, was clouded and overwhelmed 
with Ignorance. — His Heart, once filled with 
religious Veneration, and warmed with hea- 
venly Love, became alienated from GOD his 
MAKER- — His Paflions and Appetites, in- 
flead of moving on, in orderly Array, ac- 
cording to the beauteous Meafures of Truth 
and Duty, grew mutinous ; fhook off the Go- 
vernment of Reafons and ran wild into the 

moft 

♦ Epb. iv. 24. Col iii. ic. 
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moft lawlcfs Extravagancies. — In a Word ; 
the whole moral Frame was unhinged, dis- 
jointed, broken. 

Tber. What Caufe have You to fuppofe, 
that all this Mifery was either included in the 
Threatening, or introduced by the Fall ? 

Afp. The Ignorance of fallen Adam was pal- 
pable. Witnefs that abfurd Attempt, to hide* 
Himfelf from the Eye of OMNISCIENCE, 
among the Trees of the Garden. — His Aver^ 
fm to the all-gracious GOD was equally plain. 
Otherwife, He would never have fled from his 
MAKER; but rather have hafted, and on 
the Wings of Defire, into the Place of tho 
divine Manifeflation. 

A ftrange Variety of diforderly Paffians *, were 
evidently predominant in his Breafl: — Pride ; 
for He refufesto acknowledge his Guilt, though 
He cannot but own the Fadl — Ingratitude ; for 
He obliquely upbraids the CREATOR with 
his Gift, as though it had been a Snare, ra« 

ther 

* Aftlton^ fpeaking of the unhappy Pair, and defcrtbing the 
Confcqucnces of their Fall, fays ; 

.^ JViTT only Tears 

Rain*d at their Eyes ; but high ff^mds within 

Began to rife, high Paj/tonsy Anger y Hate, 

MiJtruJIy Sujpiciony Difcordy and Jhook fore 

Their inward State of Mind', calm Region onctj • 

And full of Peace j now tojl and turbulent ! 

For, Vnderflanding ruPd noty and the TVill 

Heard not her Lore ! Buty tn SubjeSfion now 

To fenfual Appetite y who from beneath 

JJfurpingy over foivereign Riafon claimed 

Superior Sway. B. IX. f I2l« 
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ther than a Bleffing j T'be Woman^ whom Thou 
gavejl me — Want of natural AffeStion y for, He 
endeavours to caft all the Blame upon the 
weaker Vcffel j and to acquit his obnoxious 
Self, by impeaching the Wife of his Bofom. 
— The female Criminal afts the fame un- 
humbled Part : neither takes Shame to Her- 
felf ; nor gives Glory to G O D 5 nor puts up 
a fingle Petition for Pardon. 

As all thcfe Difafters cnfued, upon the 
Breach of the Commandment; they fumifh 
Us, I think, with the beft Key to open the* 
Meaning of the prohibitory Sandlion. They 
prove, beyond any Argument, that ipiritual 
Death, and all its Confequences, were com- 
prehended in the Extent of the Threatening. 

T'her. How could ofie Aft of Difobedience 
produce fuch deftruftive Effefts ? Erafe the 
fair Image of the GODHEAD 5 and ftamp 
the Monfter, ftamp the veiy Devil, in its Stead? 
— And {ofmall an Aft of Difobedience too ! 

j4Jp. The Probibttion^ if You pleafe, was 
fmall ; not fb the Tranlgreffion. It was com- 
mitted againft the cleareft Knowledge of Duty, 
and the ftrongeft Obligations to Obedience. 
It argued Ingratitude for the richeft Favours, 
and Unbelief of the moft folemn Declarations. 
It was an Aft of the moft horrid Prefumptioit 
in the Creature, and of the moft impious Rc- 
bcDion againft the CREATOR. 

As 
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As to the Smallnefs, or rather the gentle and 
ienign Import of the Command, this aggra- 
vates, beyond meafure, the Crime of Dilobe- 
dience. Alluding to the Words, once ad* 
drefled to- the Syrian General, we may juftly 
expofhilate — " O thou jiJam, if thy LORD 
** had bid Thee do fome great Thing * ^ in 
" Submiffion to fuch a high Authority, and 
" out of Gratitude for his unfpeakable Good- 
" nefs> oughteft Thpu not to have done it ? 
" How much more, when He fays to Thee ? 
*• —Freely eat of all, except tliis fmgle Tree. 
•* Thoufandsy T'houfands of Honours, Privileges, 
" and Gifts be thine ; only one Acknowledg- 
" ment of thy Subje6lion, mine. And tliat 
" the eafieft, which thy Heart can wifh, or 
" even thy Fancy conceive." 

You afk. How could one Aft of Difobe* 
dience produce fuch deflruftive EfFedls? — ^I 
anfwer ; The Reality of the Fadl, in number- 
lefs Inftances of material Nature, is plain to 
a Demonftration ; while the Manner of Ope- 
ration, remains an impenetrable Secret. Every 
Child perceives the former; Newton himfelf 
is at a lofs for the latter. — For which Reafon> 
I have always thought it better, to believe what 
GOD has taught, than attempt to explain, 
what He has concealed. Let us forego this 
curious, perhaps fruitlefs Inquiry ^ and fub- 

ftitutc 

* 2 Kings V. 13. 
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ftitute a Remark, which naturally arifes from 
the Subje<5V, and may confiderably edify our 
Minds. 

^ther. Edify ! Is it poffible to render this 
diflionourabie and affliftive Notion edifying ? 
Can any generous Fruit fpring from fuch a 
penurious Soil ? 

Afp. SamfoHy I believe, had no Expeflation 
of finding any Thing valuable, in tlie Relics 
of his flain Lion. But, to his agreeable Dif- 
appointmcnt, there was Honey in the Carcafe *. 
If our Doftrine appear ghajily as the One, it 
may yield a BtntfA fweet as the Other. 

From hence We may learn (what, when 
rightly learnt, is more ferviceable than all the 
Sciences) the extreme Malignity of Sin. — ^When 
Folcanos open their tremendous Jaws, and dis- 
gorge a fiery Inundation; they confine their. 
Fury to a fingle Territory. — When Famine 
lifts her mildewed Hand, and deftroys the 
Supports of animal Life ; She is content with 
ruining a Kingdom or a Nation. When War 
drenches her Sword in Blood, or the Pe/ii/ence 
impregnates the Air with Poifon ; they alfo, 
even they obferve fome Limits, and never 
make the whole Compafs of Nature the Scene 
of their Ravages. — But Sin^ leveled its Blow 
at the whole human Race. Sin poured Con- 
tagion, and fpread Deftruftion, through all 
Vol. IL I Coun- 

yud£. xiv. 8. 
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Countries, and all Ages. One Jingle Aft of 
Sin brought Confufion and a Curfe upon the 
material, and Miferies, infinite Millions of Mi- 
feries, on the rational World *• — How then 
Ihould We fear this mojl pernicious of all Evils ! 
With what Carefulnefs guard againft its in- 
fidious Allurements ! With what Refolution 
fly from its killing CarefTes ! 

n^er. I muft obferve, that You take for 
granted, what remains to be proved. For, 
luppofmg your Account true, with regard to 
Adam ; yet, how does this affeft his Childi'en? 
Why muft all his Pofterity be contaminated, 
becaufe their Forefather has played the Pro- 
digal ? Such a heavy Charge againft the whole 
Body of Mankind will not be admitted, with-, 
out very cogent Proofs. 

Afp. The Proofs are cogent ; perhaps irre- 
fragable. — Reafon offers to turn Evidence in 
the Cafe. Reafon, in Concurrence with Re- 
velation, demands ; Who can bring a clean 
I'htng out of an unclean -f- ? If the Fountain 
be polluted, how can the Streams be pure ? 
And if the Root is corrupt, 'tis impoffible to 

conceive, 

♦ St. Chryfoftom calls the firft Tranfgreflion, u wav7» 
XviAotivofAfvn afAocfl^x. Which is, in a Manner, tranflated 
by Milton i who, fpeaking of the /ame tragical Adk, fays 

It brought Death into the JForldy and all our Woe. 
■t Job xiv. 4. 
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Conceive, how the Branches fhould be found, 
or the Fruit good *. 

The fcriptural Teftimonies are almoft in- 
numerable. They- pour their Evidence from 
every Quarter ; and conftitute, not two or 
three only, ' btt a whole Cloud of Witnefles. 
— GOD made Man upright ^ fays the royal 
Preacher ; the human Nature in its primitive 
State, was without any wrong Bias. But at, 
and ever lince the firft Tranfgreflion, they have 
found out and followed many perverfe Inven^ 
tions 'f'. 

Ther. I don't deny, but Multitudes of People, 
feduced by bad Example^ or betrayed by their 
own Inadvertency^ have departed from the Rule 
of Duty. Have, as the wife Man affirms, 
tried many foolifh Experiments to acquire 
Happinefs, and devifed as many idle Excufes 
for their Folly. But, this is no fuch irrefra- 
gable Proof, that they were originally bad. It 
only implies, that, not taking proper heed to 
their Ways, they warped from their native 

Upright- 

* Afdton has anticipated TI)ero7i*s Objeclion; and, in 
Adamh Soliloquy, very judicioufly folvcd it. 

Ah ! w}}y jhould all Mankind 

For one Mans Faulty thus gu-ltlefs be condemn* dj 
If guiltlcfs ? But from me what can proceed 
But all corrupt^ both Body and Mind deprav'd ; 
Not to do onfyy hut to will the fame 
jyith me ? How can they acquitted fla:i:d 
In Sigh{ of GOD ? Book X. 82Z. 

t Ecclef vii. 29. 

I 2 
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Uprightnefs. As yonder Tulips^ though per- 
£e£Uy beautiful at prefent, lif not attended, 
with the neceflary Cultivation, will degenerate 
into homely Flowers; and, at length, be no 
better than tawdry Weeds. 

jifp. No, my Friend. Iniquity is not an 
adventitious Thing, catched from Example, 
oi* contrafted by Carelefnefs. Thefe may in- 
creafe, but thefe do not occafion, the moral 
Malady. A fmful Difpofition is as early as 
our Being : the very Mould, in which all 
our Faculties are caft. — David bears very ex- 
prefs Teftimony to this humbling Truth. Be- 
hold! He fets N.B. upon the PaSage. 'Tis a 
fadi but pertain Fa6l:. Such as (hould never 
depart frorii my Memory, nor ever be omitted 
in my Confeffions ; and is much to be re- 
garded by every Reader. Iivasjhapen in Wick^ 
ednefsy and in Sin did my Mother conceive me *. 
As though he had faid — " Alas ! LORD,. 
" this Crime, though extremely horrid, is but 
•' a little Part of my Guilt, I have not only 
•* finned in Praftice, but I am totally and 
'^ univerfally corrupt in my very Nature." 

This He acknowledges, not to extenuate 
his Offence, but to lay open his exceflive Vile- 
nefs. And indeed it is not poffible, to form 
a right Judgment of Ourfelvcs, or to be duly 
humbled before GOD, unlefs We add the De- 

pravatioa 

• PfaiXuS. 
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pravation of our Nature to the Tranfgreffions 
of our Life. Juft as it is impoffible to difcern, 
what monftrous and voracious Animals lie hid 
in the Ocean, if We only glance an Eye upon 
the Surface of the Waters. 

TAer. This, You know, was written by the 
royal Penitent, under the Pangs of fevere Re- 
morfe. Does not a Senfe of his enormous 
Iniquity, and the Apprehenfion of divine 
Wrath, make his Hand fliake, and lead Him 
to aggravate Features ? — Oi', fuppofe it were 
true of the adulterous King, is it equally ap^ 
plicable to Others, who have efcaped fuch 
grofs Pollutions ? 

j4^. It is no exaggerating Draught, but a 
faithful Delineation ; and exaftly leprefents 
every Child of jidam. — It was written with 
the utmoft DeUberation ; and therefore is in- 
troduced with that Call for peculiar Attention, 
Bebold! — And, though David was fcanda- 
loufly criminal in his Intrigue with the Wife 
of Uriah y yet, the ^e'wr^/ Tenour of his Life 
was not only irreproachable, but exemplary. 
Who fo zealous for the Houfe of his GOD, 
or fo devoted an Admirer of the divine Word ? 
His Heart was an Altar, ever flaming with 
heavenly Love ; and his Tongue a Trumpet, 
to found the Praifes of JEHOVAH through 
all Generations. — And if He had Reafon to 
make this abafmg Confeflion y who is the Per- 

I 3 fon, 
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fon, that can think Himfelf aggrieved, by 

fharing in the Imputation ? 

One of our moft eminent Martyrs *, when 
He heard of any Malefaftor, condemned to 
fufFer an ignominious Death, ufed to lay his 
Hand upon his Breaft, and fay — ** The Seeds 
" of all thofe Villanies, which brought that 
" unhappy Wretch to the Gibbet, were fown 
** Here. And, if they have not fprung up 
*' into the fame deteftable Deeds, unto divine 
" Grace, unto divine Grace aloney be all the 
"Glory!" 

Ther. Your Martyrs had honeft Hearts, but 
not always the cleared Heads. I admire their 
Zeal, and reverence their Memories : but I 
can no more receive their Opinion, as an 
Oracle, than I can be perfuaded to worfhip 
their Relics. 

AJp. I have no Intention to palm Popery 
on my Friend, nor any Defire to calumniate 
the human Species. If it be difingenuous and 
fmful, to afperfe a particular Charafter ; how 
much more unjuftifiable, to traduce our Na- 
ture in general ! 

My Account, dark and difguftful as it is, 
Hands confirmed by a higher Authority, than 
any private Opinion. It is confirmed from 
an univerfal Survey of Mankind \ taken by 
the Eye of the CREATOR Himfelf, and left 

upon 

* Mr. Bradford. 
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upon Record in the Books of Revelation. 
^be LORD looked do^vn from Heaven upon the 
Children of Men^ to fee if thire were Any that 
did underfand, andfeek after GOD*. — What 
is the Refult of this grand Inquiry ? It muft, 
without all Peradventure, be infallibly true. 
Becaufe GOD's Infpeflion is too keen, to be 
eluded ; and his Judgment too impartial, to 
be biafled. This is the Report, made by the 
infinitely wife OBSERVER: Tb^ are all gone 
a fide y they are altogether become filthy \ ; there is 
None that doetb Goody no not One. 

I'her. This, 1 apprehend, is the Chara6Ver 
of thofe befotted Creatures, thofe moft egre- 
gious of all Fools, TFhofay^ ^bere is no GOD. 
To them the Pfalm relates, and to them the 
abandoned Chara6ler is appropriated. They 
have it, if I may fo fpeak, Cum Privilegio. 

Afp. It \s meant rather of praftical, than 
of fpeculative Atheifts, Who fay, not expli^ 
cifly with their Mouths, but implicitly in their 
Hearts, There is no GOD- Who live, as if 
there was no ALL-SEEING EYE, to take 
Cognizance of their pi'efeiit Conduct ; no SU- 
PREME JUDGE, to call them to a future 

Reckon- 

* PfaL xiv. 2. 
f PfaL xiv. 2, 3. The two original Words ^n7*^J *11 
are metaphorical Expreflions; taken from — lUnes^ that are 
become yittr — and Meats^ that are in a State of Putrefa£fion, 
I believe, it is impoffible to find Images, more ftrongly ex- 
prciEvc of a total Depravity, and of the utmoft Degeneracy. . 

14 
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Reckoning. — ^And I dare appeal to Experience, 
Whether this Inftance of Foolijhnefs^ is not bound 
up in the Hearts of our Children *. Nay, whe- 
ther it be not natural to Us all, both in Youth 
and Manhood, to forget our CREATOR? 

In this Cafe, 7hercjjy there is no Monopoly. 
Your Right and mine, are too ftrongly efta- 
blifhed by Experience, and too clearly ex- 
preffed in the preceding Scripture, to adroit 
of any Controverfy, — If there were ^ny, that 
underftood — ^They are all gone out of the 
Way — ^There is None, that doeth Good — ^No, 
not One. — Could any Conveyancer in Europe 
have contrived a Form of Words, more fuUy 
to afcertain our unhappy Title ? 

^her. There may be fome Texts in Scrip- 
ture, which feem to countenance your Afler- 
tion. But thefe refer to the worft of Men, in 
the worfl: of Times. And can You, with any 
Juftice, afcribe the Properties of a few Re- 
probates to the whole Species ? 

• Prov. xxii. 15. Let None think, that by Foolijhmfs the 
facred Writer means only thofc Jilfy Tricks, which difcover 
a Wcaknefis of Underftanding in Children. Solomon's Fool 
is not the Mot, but the Sinner ; and the Folly, ftigmatizcd 
throughout the Proverbs, denotes, not a Failure in the in- 
tclk'diual, but in the religious and moral Charaftcr. 

The Words, in this Paflage, are peculiarly forcible. 
Fooltjhnffs is in the Heart ; implanted in the very Nature ; 
funk deep into the inmoft Faculties. — And not only funk 
deep, but adheres almoft infeparably : nitC^ is wrapty tied^ 
and bound: twines like the Ivy, and is rooted like the Oak* 
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Afp. This very Paffage, and oAers of a 
like Import, are adopted fey St. Pauly and ap- 
plied ix)th to Jews arid Gentiles : witJi Ais pro* 
fefled Defign, that every Mouth may hejic^fpei. 
a?ui all the World may he found ^uitty^ before 
GOD. Which evinces, I (hould think, be- 
yond ail Doubt, the UniwrfaJity of its Ex- 
tent. 

If to the Univerfolky, We add the Antiquity 
of this Faft, it will bear the two grand Cha- 
rafleriftics of Truth. Far from being a novd 
Opinion^ it was received as a Maxim, in the 
^rly Age of y<?^. What is Many that Hejhoutd 
pretend to be clean f And He that is bom of a 
Womany that Hejhould prefume to be righteous? 
Righteous before the infinitely JUST and 
HOLY ONE! Behold! He puttcth no "Trufi 
in his SaintSy though the moft exalted of aH 
rational Beings. Tea^ the Heavens , thofe brighteft 
Parts of the material Citation, are not clean in 
his Sight. How much more abominable and filthy 
is Man -f ? Who drinketh Iniquity ^ though loth- 

fomc 

* Rom, iii. 19. TttoJjx©* ^fvuraj, " May become guilty," 
does not fo exaSIy anfwer the Scope of the Context, nei- 
ther does it fo folidly eftablifli the Apoftle's Argument, as 
** may he found guilty;** be fuHy convicted, and apparently 
liable to moft juft Condemnation. — Thofe Tilings were writ- 
ten of Old, and were quoted by St. Pauly not to render Men 
criminal, but to prove them fo. 

+ Jobxy. 14, 15, 16. The immaculate Purity of the 
bleilcd GOD, and the utter Depravity of fallen Man, ace 
Paints ot fo great Importance in the fcriptural Syftem of 

Di- 
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Ibme to GOD, and worfc than Poifon to his 
own Soul : yet drinketh it like Water ; with- 
out any Hefitation or the leaft Fear, with an 
eager and profiife Delight, 

This, You will obferve, was alledged in a 
Difpute, carried on with no fmall Vehemency. 
Yet is admitted, on all hands, as unexception- 
ably true, — Be pleafed alfo to take notice. 
That the Charge is not confined to fome very 
notorious Sinners, but is laid againftthe whole 
Body of Mankind. Whatever Figure they may 
make, each in his own Conceit ; they are all 
defcribed in the Word of GOD — as Beings^ 
infatiably athirft after Evil — from Obje&s^ that 
We cannot endure to behold ; or cannot be- 
hold without Abhorrence *• — Such is Man by 
Nature ! People muft have Eyes very different 
from mine, to difcem any Dignity in this 
Draught, 

Her. As to innate Dignity, We will let it 
pafs. But this I mufl infifl upon, and feveral 
Writers of the firfl Repute aie on my Side- 
That we enter the Stage of Life, in a State 

of 

Divinity, that they are inculcated no lefs than thrtt Timet^ 
within the Compals of this fingle Book. And by much the 
faine noble Contraft of ftriking Images, Chap. iv. 17, i8,— 
XV. 14, 15, 16.— XXV. 4, 5, 6. 

♦ The original Words are H^Ni'l IVHi— One is ufed to 
fignify that abominable Praftice, which the /Egyptians could 
not bear to fee. £xod. viii. vcr, 22. Nib. Bib. vcr. 26. Engl. 
Bib.' — The other denotes an Object, too fquaUd to be viewed 
Vithout lothing. 
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of Indifference either to Good or Evil. — That 
the AfFeftions are like a Balance, nicely poifed, 
and preponderating neither one Way nor the 
other. — The whole Soul, like a Sheet of fair 
Paper, is equally fufceptible of ftrait or crooked 
Lines ; and will as readily receive the amiable 
Features of an Angel, as the hideous Defor- 
mity of a Devil. 

jijp. With regard to your firft Illuftration. 
— The Simile, I think, confutes the Senti- 
ment. For, to be in Sufpence^ whether We 
fhall love the LORD our GOD, the Giver of 
all Good, and the Source of all Perfection ; 
this, furely, muft be condemned as an irre- 
ligious Temper. — This is a criminal Halting 
between GOD and Baal. — A Neutrality, which 
is no better than Hoftility. 

I fear, the Writers You mention, pay but 
little Deference to the infpired Volume. Our 
Efcutcheon is very differently blazoned, in that 
Office of fpiritual Heraldry. A Tranfgreffor 
from the Womb *, is one of our hereditary 
Titles. Tranfgreflbrs We are, by flrong in- 
ternal Propenfity ; even before We tranlgrcfs, 
in outward A6t, 

Obfervc 

* Ifat, xlviii. 8. A Truth fo apparent and undeniable^ 
that Seneca could not but difcern it, though He was an un- 
inUghtened Heathen : could not but ackmwUdge it, though 
He was one of the frond Stoic Se£l. Hac Conditione nati 
fumus. Animalia obnoxia mn paucioribus Animi quam Cnpo^ 
rii Morbis. De Ira. Lib. II. c, 9. 
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Obferve the young Hawthorn Plants, that 
have unfolded their green Leaves, in yonder 
Nurfery ; but have fcaicc learned to fpread 
Ae gay Bloflbm. Is there in thofe an equal 
Aptitude, to produce the lufcious juicy Grape, 
or their own coai'fe and hufky Berry ? By no 
means. They will (unlcfe grafted with fome 
generous Cyon) certainly y univerfally^ con/iantly 
bear the fame harfh Fruit with their parent 
Tree. — So certdnly will the human Mind, if 
not renewed by the SPIRIT of CHRIST, 
branch out into ungodly Tempers, and biing 
forth wicked Praflices. 

Ther. The Nobleman, mentioned ty Xeno-- 
fbon *, when overcome by an alluring Temp- 
tation, devifed for his Excufe the Notion of 
two Souls i one, that inclined Him to Vice ; 
another, that prompted Him to Virtue. This 
was a moderate Caricatura -f*, compared with 
my Friend's. He will allow nothing regular 
or graceful in the human Heart. — ^You have 
metamorphofed the Mafter-piece of the Cre- 
ation, into fuch a deformed Objeft ; as may 
juftly render Him a Terror to Himfelf. Can 
there be a groflcr Libel upon the CREATOR, 
or a greater Difcouragen^ent to our Fellow- 
creatures ? 

Aft. 

• Cyrtpttd. Lib. VI. 

t A Term ufed by the Italian Painten> to fignify a Re- 

femblance horrid^ or ridiculous. 
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'Afp. If this be a diftorted Piece, what will 
You call the following Defcription } GOD 
faw that the Wickednefs of Man^ was great upon, 
the Earth ; and that every Imagination of the 
n^oughts of his Hearty was only evil continually *• 
—This, perhaps, may be reckoned a more 
monftrous Drawing ftill. Yet it came from 
that Hand, which painted the Canopy of the 
Skies, and touched all the Pictures of Nature 
into fuch inimitable Perfeftion. 

Pray, let us examine the moft diftinguifli- 
ing Features in this Draught. — ^Not barely 
the Works of his Hand, or the Words of his 
Tongue, hutthc Imaginations of his Heart, are 
evil. The Contagion has fpread itfelf through 
the inner Man. It has tainted the Seat of 
his Principles, and the Source of his Aftions. 
— Is there not. You will fay, fome Mixture 
of Good ? No ; they are only Evil. There is 
no hopeful Tendency. Not fo much as a 
little Leaven of Piety ; that may have a Chance 
to difFufe itfelf, and meliorate the whole Lump. 
— But ai'e there no lucid Intervals ? No happy 
Moments, when Virtue gains the Afcendency ? 
None : He is only evil continually. The Ufurpa- 
tion of Sin is total, and its Tyranny perpetual. 

What I have advanced, therefore, is no Li- 
bel upon the C R E A T O R's Benignity. Be- 
caufe, it is the veiy Echo of his own Deter- 
mination. 
♦ Gcfi, vi. 5. 
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mination. — ^Neither is it fo properly difcourag- 
ing, as humbling and alarming to our Fellow- 
creatures. Humblingy to make Us fenfible of 
our Ruin : Alarming^ to make Us defirous of 
a Recovery. 

I'her. Is not this Defcription peculiar to the 
Men of that wicked Generation ? Whofe Guilt 
was as unparalleled, as their Punifhment ? 

jljp. It is applicable both to them and their 
Succeffors. The Wifdom of GOD repeats thr 
Charge, and fixes it upon the Race, that fur- 
vived the Flood. The Depravity of human 
Nature continued, nor could the Waters of 
an univerfal Deluge purge it away. So deep 
alas \ is the Stain, and fo incorrigible die Vi- 
rulency, of original Corruption ; that it will 
yield to nothing — ^to nothing will it yield, but 
to the Wajhing of Regeneration^ and Renewing 
of the HOLT GHOST*. Till this takes place, 
every Heart of Man muft wear the Prophet's 
ftigmatizing Motto, Deceitful above all Things^ 
and defperatefy wicked. 

Tber. This Paflage, I am informed, is not 
rightly tranflated ; efpecially, in the lajl Ex- 
preffion. The Hebrew Original does not bear 
fo hard upon the human Charader, as the 
Englijh Verfion. 

Afp. You allow then, that the Heart is de- 
ceitful And of this We have a glaring Proof, 

in 
• Tit. iii. 5, 
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in the Conduft of Hazael. He thought it im- 
poflible, that He Ihould ever perpetrate fuch 
horrid Barbarities, as the Prophet forefaw. 
Is thy Servant a Dog^ that He Jhould do this great 
T'bing * ? Yes, Hazael ; however Thou mayeft 
imagine Thyfelf gentle as a Lamb, thou ait 
fierce as a Dog, and favage as a Tyger.— • 
Which was moft tenibly demonftrated by the 
Event. 

Suppofe, we tranflate the other Word more 
accurately. The little Alteration will be of 
lefs Service to your Caufe. Inftead of delpe- 
rately wicked. You may, if You pleafe, read 
deplorably difordered\. This is the exaft Im- 
port of the Phrafe.— It is a Metaphor, de- 
rived from a very diftempered Body. In which, 
the whole Head is fick, and the whole Heart 
faint. From the Crown of whofe Head^ to the 
Sole of whofe Feety there is nothing but con- 
fuming Difeafe, and enfeebling Languors J. — 
The Rules of Civility may fet a fpecious Var- 
nifh on the Converfation. But until Grace, 
fandlifying Grace adminifters the Remedy, the 
moft civilized Heart will be like the pale ema- 
ciated Cheek, that is poorly inlivened with 
Paint. 

I'her. 

• 2 Kings viii. 13. + Jer, xvii. 3. {J^JJf. 

X Ifau i. 6. Agreeable to this DcxShine, and confonant 
to this Metaphor, is the Confcffion of our Lituj^y, Thirt it 
no Health in Us. 
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7'ber. What fay the Writers of the New 
T^ament ? Is not their Way of thinking 
more liberal and benign ? — If human Nature 
wore fo hideous an Afpe6l^ under the legal Dii^ 
penfation ; fince the Coming of our LOIl D^ 
and the Publiil^ng of his Gofpel^ One may 
expedl an improved and more pleafing Fac^ 
of f hings- 

AJp. Human Nature in every Period of Time^ 
and under every Di^enfation of ReH^n, is 
ftill tkcfame. It was the SPIRIT of C]^kIS^^ 
who indited the Old Teftament, and He catv- 
not vary fjrom Himfelf, in the Declarations of 
the New* 

I am very much inclined to believe. That 
all xht. bodily Difeafes, which our divine PHY- 
SICIAN healed, during his Abode on Earth, 
were fo many emblematical Repreientations of 
J^ritual Difordcrs. Which, like certain Fa- 
mily Diflempers, may be faid to run in the 
Blood of all Mankind* — Will you give mc' 
leave, I'heron^ to explain my felf ? I don't like 
to ingrofs the Difcourfe. Yet I would wil- 
lingly inlargc upon this Subjeft. 

I'her. By all means. The Laws of Argu- 
ment, feparate from the Indulgenciesof Friend- 
fliip, give you a Warrant to urge, whatever 
may fupport your Caufe. — ^Befides, I fhall be 
glad to hear youi* Sentiments upon a Point b 
curious* 
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Afp. The poor Leper ^ covered with noifome 
Sores, is the very Pifture of a polluted Sinner. 
Was the One, for hi^ contagious Impurities, 
feparated from the Society of his Fellow-citi- 
zens ? So fhall the other, for his abominable 
Uncleannefs, be banifhed from the beatific 
Prefcnce : Unlefs He be cleanfed by the Blood, 
and juftified by the Righteoufnefs of JESUS. 

You pity the Condition of that unhappy 
Creature, who was born Iflind. His Eyes rolled, 
but rolled in vain, to find the dawning Ray. 
Such is the benighted State of the human 
Mind, till ALMIGHTY GOODNESS com- 
mand the Scales of Ignorance to fall off, and 
pour heavenly Day through all the intelledlual 
Faculties. Then, and not till then, we begin 
to know the Holinefs, the Juftice, the ador- 
able Excellencies of GOD. — We fee the fub- 
lime Purity of his Law, and the extreme De- 
pravity of our own Souls. — -We are brought 
acquainted with the tranfcendent Glories of 
our REDEEMER'S Perfon, and apprehend 
that moft comfortable Myflery of his Subfti- 
tution in our Stead. We difcern the ineffable 
Perfe6lion of his Merits, and the divinely rich 
Freenefs of his Grace *. Truths, inccmpr- 
abjy more delightful to the Soul, than all. 

the 

♦ This, and the preceding Particulars, arc LeflTons r^f the 
lad Importance in the Cbrt^ian School. The Knowledge 
of them defcrves to be moft folicitoufly fought, both by at- 

Vol. II. K tcniiv« 
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the delegable Scenes of Creation are to the 
Sight- 

The Paralytic s enervated Limbs too truly 
reprefent the Impotence of our Nature. Was 
He unable to grind at a Mill ; to run in a 
Race ; or to turn Himfelf on His Bed ? So 
unable are We, to fight the good Fight of 
Faith; to exercife the Graces of Chriftianityj 
or even to turn Ourfelves unto GOD. — ^Do 
not you^ my Friend, experience fomething of 
this Inability ? For my Part, I rauft lay my 
Hand on my Breaft, and daily, hourly con- 
fefs, " The Palfy is Here. Though not alto- 
« gether dead in Sin (bleffed be CHRIST 
« JESUS, and his quickening SPIRIT !) yet 
how languid is my Zeal, how enfeebled my 
•* Induftry, in the great Affair of everlafting 
" Salvation ! I would fain believe, the Pro- 
« mifes of the faithful JEHOVAH; but how 
" often do I flagger through Unbelief I I 
" would fain love the LORD my GOD with all 
** my Heart ; but Oh ! what Coldnefs benumb^ 
my AfFeftions I I wifh to be humble in every 
" Thought ; heavenly in all my Defu-es ; and 
•* wholly refigned to the divine WilK But, 
" alas ! my Sufficiency for thefe Things, is 
•* like the ^tf^aV Sinew, or t\it withered Avta.'* 

It 

tentive Contemplation, and by eameft Prayer. For, to know 
them, is to be truly wtfe \ to be influenced by thcna> is to br 
fuhftantiaUy hapfy. 



cc 
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It would be endlefs to particularize all the 
Maladies, which were Emblems of our Mi- 
fery, and the Triumphs of our LORD'S Power. 
Let me only remark — That their Bodies were 
afiiifted with a Jingle Diforder; our Souls la- 
bour under a Complication of Evils. — They 
felt their Affliftion, and were defirous, im- 
portunately defirous of Relief. We are, till 
awakened from above, infenfible of our cala- 
mitous Cafe. We add, to all our other In- 
difpofitions, a ftupefying Lethargy, or an ex- 
travagant Delirium. 

Hber. Such allegorical Expofitions of Scrip- 
ture arc pretty enough. But, Iprefume, You 
yourfelf cannot reckon them demonjirative. For 
my own Part, I muft appeal from the Sur- 
mifes of Fancy, to die Verdifl of Reafon. 

jljp. I cannot think, that the allegorical 
Senfe, when foberly introduced, is unworthy 
our Regard, or without its Weight. How- 
ever, I have no Defign to preclude your Ap- 
peal. — ^Will the avowed, will the reiterated 
Decifion of an Apoftle, fatisfy my Friend. 
and be admitted as the Verdict of Reafon ? — 
St. P^i^has declared of Himfelf^ in me^ that 
is^ in my Flejh^ or unrenewed Nature, dwelletb 
no Good* ; no good Temper, nor fo much as 
any good Defire. — Elfewhcre he affirms j That 
the carnal Mind^ or unregenerate Soul, is not 

K z fubjea 

♦ Rom. vii. 18. 
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fidjeSi to the Law of GOD. Nay, is an Ehe-^ 
my, or rather Enmity itfelf * — againft what ? 
— Againft Sin ? That were a noble Antipa-* 
thy. — Againft the World ? That were a laud-^ 
able DifafFe6lion. — ^No ; but againft GOD and 
his Law. Amazing Perverfenefs ! To be En- 
mity againft GOD ; who is boundlefs Benig- 
nity, and confummate Goodnefs. Enmity 
againft his Law ; which is the Tranfcript of 
his amiable Perfe6lions, and the faultlefs Mo- 
del of all Virtue. 

T'ber. This, I fuppofe, is the Charadler of 
Saul the Pharifee^ not of Paul the Apoftle. 
Defcriptive of his Condition, when He was 
" a Blafphemer, a Perfecutor, and injurious." 

Afp. It relates not to Himfelf alone, but is 
applicable to All, who continue in a State of 
Nature.— The bleffed AUTHOR of our Be- 
ing, fpeaking of Mankind in general, fays; 
That He is even Flejh -f : He is incapable of 
relifhing heavenly Things, and wholly inflaved 

to 

* Rum. viii, 7. 
+ G/«.vi.3. The Word Fkjh^ by which the all- wife 
GREAT Ok charaderizes Man, fignifies, among the fa- 
cred Writers, whatever is diJhcnourabU \n itfelf; provoiing to 
GOD ; or introdudory to the Ruin of Man. — The ff^oris 
cf the Fl^y are a Compendium of all Iniquity. Gal. v. 19, 
20, 21. — To walk in the Fk/h, is the very Rcverfe of walk- 
ing in the SPIRIT j diametrically oppofite to the divine 
Law and true Holinefs. Rom.\ii\,^. — To he carnally minded^ 
or to have the Influence, the Savour, the Relifli of the Flefli 
((P^QvnfAOi cotpyj^) predominant- in our Minds, is the fpiri* 
tuai Death of the Soul; and a Pivfage of eternal Death, both 
in Body and Soul, Rom. viii. 6. 
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to fleflily Appetites. — The beneficent RE- 
STORER of our Happinefs, pronounces the 
fame Sentence, in the very fame Words : That 
which is born of the Flejhy is Flejh * : The Fa- 
culties, which Men receive by their natural 
Birth, have a carnal Bias ; incline to nothings 
but fordid Pleafures, and ignoble Purfuits. — 
Our SAVIOUR rein^ulcates the Admonition, 
ahd illuftrates it by a very remarkable AUufion. 
You cannot forget his Anfwer to a procrafti- 
nating Difciple 5 Let the Dead bury their Dead\ : 
Intimating, that as many as are unfanftified 
by the HOLY GHOST, though poflefTed of 
art animal, are deftitute of the divine Life : 
are no more fit for the Kingdom of Heaven^ 
for its Converfe or its Joys, than a pale Corpfe 
in the Coffin, or dry Bones in the Chamel- 
houfe, are qualified to tranfa6l any fecular 
Bufinefs. 

St. Paul fets the Seal of Heaven to this 
momentous Truth, in various Paflages of his 
Epiftles. From a Multitude let me felect one, 
and recommend it to your ferious Confidera- 
tion. Tou, that were fometime alienated and 
Enemies : the ColoJJianSy and all Mankind were 
alienated from the living GOD \ had no true 
Knowledge of Him 5 and, what is worfe, had 
no fincere Defire after Him. Nay ; they were 
not only Strangers, but Enemies \ in a State 5 
nc 3 of ^ 

♦ Jf A« iii. 6. t ^^^^* V"i* *^* 
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of Hoflility to his holy Nature and heavenly 
Will. — What can exprefs a greater Degene- 
racy ? Nothing, unlefs it be the following 
Claufe : by a Mind intent upon nvicked Works *. 
A Mind, not only averfe to all Good, but 
paffionatcly prone to all Evil. 

^er. A few picked PafTages, of a figurative 
Import, and artfully cogged by feme dextrous 
Interpretation, may feem to fupport your 
Caufe. 

Afp. Ah! I'herony there is no need to ufe 
Sleight of Hand. He that runs, may read 
this Doflrine in the facred Authors. It is in- 
terwoven with the whole Series of their hijto^ 
ricalj and makes a profeffed Part of their 
praSlical Writings. ^ 

What is more common with the infpired 
Penmen, than to exprefs a profligate Courfe 
of Life, by following our own Imaginations, and 
walking in our own Ways ? When Immorality 
a^d Licentioufnefs were predominant in Ifraeh^ 
k^ew no Reftraints, and kept no Bounds; 
how does the unerring Hiftorian defcribe this 

horrible 

* Cohf. i. 21. T»iJ*avoia fv tok fp5^0K roij •Broptipoift 
Mente malis Operihus interna. An enunent Criti^ would 
thus point, and thus tranflate the Words. And affigns, for 
his Alteration, the following Reafon; Mem emm diatur efle 
in ea Re, quam/emper cogitaty ad quam Cupidine fertur ^ in- 
climtur, Davenant in loc. — Let the Words be pointed and 
traiiflated, either in this or the received Manner, they fpcak 
the Language, and confirm the Sentiments, of this whole 
Dialogue. 
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horrible State of Things ? Every One did that 
which was right in his own Eyes *. Nothing 
can more ftrongly imply the total Depravity 
of Mankind, than fuch a Phrafeology. Which 
makes it one and the fame Thing, to purfue 
our natural Inclinations ; and to a6l the aban- 
doned Sinner. 

St. Jude cannot write a few Lines, but He 
muft touch upon this Subje6l ; muft teach 
this humbling Leffon. Senfualfy He fays, 
not having the SPIRIT. According to his 
Eftimate, not to be aftuated by the Power of 
efpecial Grace, is to remain under the Do- 
minion of Senfuality. Every Man, while un- 
renewed by the divine SPIRIT, is governed 
by Flefh and Senfe. Can any Man then pre- 
tend to be originally free from the Influence 
of Corruption ? 

St. Paul exempts not Himfelf, no, nor the 
higheft Saints, from the opprobious Charge : 
fTe all walked according to the Dejires of the 
Flejh and of the Mind. Which Defires in CZir, 
as well as in the idolatrous Heathens^ were 
bafe, fordid, and contaminating. Infomuch 
that We, who are Jews by Birth s who are 

Sons 

* Jj'^^g' xvii. 6. — Sec alfo Pfal. bcxxi. l%. Ecclef. xi. 9^ 
A^s xiv. 16. 

+ Judi 19. The original Exprcffion is i^ux»*®*» ^"^ ^^" 
notes rerfons, who have no higher Principle) than t ic an- mat 
Life, and rational Soul. 

K4 
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Sons of GOD by our new Birth j even We 
were by Nature the Children of Wrath *. 

Tldcr. What fays St. "James ? I had almofl 
forgot liis Teftiniony ; though it is fo very 
pertinent to my Purpofe, and fo veiy explicit 
in my Favour. McUy who arc made after the 
Similitude of GOD.— The Similitude of GOD 
fignifics, in the facred Books, thofe moral En- 
dowments, which diflinguifhthe Poflefibr both 
from the Brute and the Devil. And if Men 
are made after this Image, or veiled with 
thefe Endowments, nvhere is your Doftrine of 
original Sin ? 

jifp. I began to flatter myfelf, that your 
Objedions were exhaufled. But, fmce I am 
miftaken in this Particular, furely it muft be 
as great a Miftake to imagine, that the Apoflle 
would maintain an Opinion, fo repugnant to 
the aforementioned Texts, and fo contrary to 
univerfal Obfervation.-^-Do not You perceive 
the veiy Reverfe tme, with regard to your own 
Children ? Why do You addrefs them with 
fuch tender Inti'eatiesj fuch warm Exhorta- 
tions ; fuch repeated Arguments ? Why do You 
allure them to Duty by Promifes, and deter 
them from TranfgrefTion by Threatenings ? 
Is all this Regimen, all this Difcipline, necef- 

fary 

♦ Eph, iu 2* Hoc vm Locoy fays Btxa^ quaft Fubnine^ 
totus Homoy quantus quantus ej}^ proJUrnitur, Neque enin^ 
Naturam dicit laefam, fed moituamj /<r Peccatum\ idi^qu^ 
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fary for Creatures, that bear the holy Image 
of GOD. 

They made after the Similitude of GOD I — 
Then they have no need of the renewing In- 
fluences of the HOLY GHOST, in cafe 
they live ; and no need of the Atonement of 
CHRISTs Blood, in cafe they die. Would 
James the LORD'S Brother affert fuch an egre- 
gious Error ; as not only oppofes a fingle Ar- 
ticle, but undermines the whole Conftitution 
of Chriftianity ? Sets afide the Sanftification 
of the DIVINE SPIRIT, and the Propitiation 
of the REDEEMER'S Death ?—Impoffiblc 
for Him to aflert ! Impoffible, I fhould think, 
for Us to fuppofe ! 

St. James fpeaks of a Faft that is pafi : 
fpeaks of Men colleSiivefyy as they were all in- 
cluded in their firft Parent. The Paffage, I 
apprehend, fhould be tranflated, not. Men that 
are^ but. Men that were * created. Off. — ^Thc 
Scripture confiders Adam^ as the common Pa- 
rent of Us all : nay more, confiders Us all as 
cxifting in our great Progenitor. Which is 
fo far from overthrowing, that it eftabliftics, 
the Point in Debate. For, if We were all 
created after the Similitude of GOD, in and 

with 

♦ Jam. iii. 9. That this Is the prccifc Signification of the 
Participle ytyovcla^, may be gathered from i Tim. v. 9. 
Where yty^w^a is (ranilated Imfinfr been ; and miift ncccfla- 
rily refer, not to the prrfenU but to the fafi Condition of 
the Widow. 
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with Adam ; it muft follow, that We all fell 
from our Conformity to GOD, in and with 
Adam. And if fo— let me for once retort my 
Friend's Interrogatory — ^Where is not original 
Sm? 

I am very fure, it runs through our Liturgy ; 
is an effential Part of our Articles j and moft 
ftrongly delineated in our Homilies. Shall I 
produce fome of thofe Teftimonies s which 
arc as clear, as they are copious ? 

^ber. No more of your Teftimonies, good 
AJpaJio. Inform me rather, what Ahantage 
can accrue from your inculcating, or my 
adopting fuch a Doftrine. Suppofe^ it were 
undeniably true ; difagreeable Truths, like dif. 
agreeable Objefts, fhould be coniigned over to 
Obfcurity, not obtruded upon our View. — 
On fuch an Occafion, the Reply of I'bemijlocks 
fliould be mine. One of the Literati of Greece^ 
offered to communicate an elaborate and cu- 
rious Invention. By means of which, his Me- 
mory Ihould be fo wonderfully ftrengthened, 
as to retain whatever He read or heard. " My 
" Friend, replied the Hero, You quite miftakc 
*' the Way to ferve me. I want to learn the 
" Art, not of rememberings hnt of forgetting."* 
AJp. If to forget our Difeafe, were a likely 
Method to rejlore our Health, I fhould readily 
toncur in your Hero's Way of Thinking. As 

this 
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this will hardly be allowed, I cannot b\it judgb 
it more advifeable, to remember our Difeafe, 
that We may inquire after a Remedy. 

T'ber. Where is this Kennedy to be had ? 

jijp. Not on Earth, but from Heaven.—^ 
The Schools of Science cannot difcover it. 
The Courts of Kings are unable to procure ' 
it. The College of Phyficians know not how 
to prefcribe it. But the Gofpcl of our Salva- 
tion both prefcribes and difpenfes it. The 
Language of CHRIST in his holy Word is, 
I will bring Her Health and Cure *. And the. 
Beginning of our Cure is, to be fenfible of 
our Diforder. 

Hence We are taught to be humble. — ^To re- 
view the Catalogue of our aftual Tranlgret 
fions, is a mortifying Employ. But that which 
lays the Soul in the loweft Abafement, is the' 
Conviftion of inbred Iniquity. This ftrikcs 
at the Root of human Vanity, and cuts afun- 
der the very Sinews of Self-conceit. Blindne& 
in the Underftanding j Impotency in the Will ; 
Diforder in the AfFe6lions 5 thefe are not Vi^ 
Jitants^ but -f- Inhabitants ; congenial with our 
Frame, and ingrained in our Conftitutiom 
How then — O ! how can We be vain of our 
moral Beauty, who have an hereditary Defile- 
ment cleaving, to all our Faculties ? Surely, 
this muft banilh the Pharifie from our Breaft, 

and 

* Jer. xxxiii. 6. 
^ Called therefore n e»x»orj( cv %fi.Qi gtfAxf.hX^ Sia that dwcl* 
leth in me. Rom. vii. 1 7. 
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and infpire Us with the Sentiments of that 
fincere Penitent, Behold! I am vile*! Muft 
teach Us the Language of the abafhed Leper, 
Unclean ! Unclean -f- / 

Tber. I fhould think> it would make Us 
melancholy^ rather than humble. Serve no other 
Purpofe, than to introduce an afflidtive Senfe 
of extreme Wretchednefs. 

Afp. Did We intend to reft Here, your 
Apprehenfions would be juft. But We urge 
the Do6b:ine of original Corruption, as a Pre^ 
parative for the Redemption of CHRIST. 

It is obfervable, that very Few applied ta 
the bleffed JESUS in the Days of his Flefti, 
but the Sons and Daughters of Affliftion. 
The Levee of that PRINCE of PEACE, was 
crouded by the Lame, the Blind; the Maimed. 
Thefe, being fenfible of Diftrefs, and longing 
for Relief, fell as humble Supplicants at his. 
Feet. While Others^ who were firm in their 
Health, and gay in their Spirits, rejefted Him 
with contemptuous Scorn. — ^When We per-^ 
ceive " the Plague of our Heart," and feel 
thofe worfe than ulcerous Sores, which over-* 
Ipread our Nature ; We alfo fhall ardently 
feek to the LORD our Healer. When we find 
Ourfelves fubjeft to the Curfe of the Law, in 
Bondage to the Tyranny of Satan, and liable 
to everlafting Damnation 5 /A^'// the divine RE^. 
DEEMER will be precious indeed. — ^Whereas, 

if 
♦ Job xl. 4. t Lru. xiii. 45* 
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if We remain infenfible of our Mifery, the 
Gofpel, which is faving Health to the contrite 
Soul, will be an unafFedling Story to our Ears. 
We may hear it, We may read it, as an 
amufing Narrative; but ftiall not receive it^ 
as a fovereign Remedy. 

Tber. Not receive the Gofpel ! I hardly un- 
derftand what You mean. I often ftudy the 
Golpel ; I believe it to be a divine Revelation ; 
and endeavour to follow its Direftions. — ^I 
look upon it, as containing the moft refined 
Syflem of Morality ; as inforcing every Vir- 
tue, by the flrongefl Motives ; and recom- 
mending all, by the mofl amiable Example. 

j4Jp. But what think You of one grand 
Do6lrine, one very diflinguifhing Privilege of 
the Gofpel ? I mean the Do6hine and the Pri- 
vilege oi fpiritual Regeneration. Exclufive of 
which, all your Endeavours to pofTefs Virtue 
and praftife Morality, are like Endeavours to 
fly without Wings, or to run without Feet. 

While unimprefTed with a Senfe of our ori- 
ginal Depravity, We fhall probably fit down 
contented with fome fuperjicial Reformation, 
and not afpire after a Renewal of the Heart. 
Civility will pafs for SantSlity, and a temperate 
Difpofition for a gracious Habit. — ^Why is the 
New Birth, why are all the faving Operations 
of the bleffed SPIRIT, difregarded by fome, 
derided by Others ? Becaufe, thefe Perfons are 
iofeiifible of their utter Impotency to all Good, 

and 
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J HE Sun was fiercely bright, and 
the Sky without a Cloud — ^Not 
a Breath fanned the Woods j not 
a Gale curled the Stream. — ^The 
Fields, expofed to all the fiery 
Beams, were like a glowing Hearth. — ^The 
little Birds, overcome by the potent Influence, 
loft for a while their tuneful Notes. Nothing 
was heard in the Garden, but the drowfy 
Hum of Bees, and tlie Moan-like Buz of 
winged Infefts. — All Nature feemed to Ian-- 
guijh. The flourifhing Meads looked fickly j 
the gayett Bloflbms began to fade; and the 
Iprightlieft Animals, if not repofed under fome 
cooling Shelter, panted for Breath, amidft the 
all-furrounding Blaze and the imfufferable 
Heat. 

Afpafio difappeared ever fince Dinner, and 
none could tell, whither He was gone* — Ttbe^ 
ron^ as foon as the Tea-Equipage was re- 
moved^ 
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moved, took his Way to the JVood. Defirou^ 
of the thickeft Shade, He hafteried to the Cen- 
ter. A ferpentine Wajk compofed the Avenue ; 
which, after feveral Windings, delivered Him 
into a large circular Area : not covered with 
a Grecian or Roman Temple^ unmeaning Imi- 
tation of Pagan Idolatry : but furrounded 
with aged and princely Oaks- The Coalition 
of whofe Branches, threw over the grafly Plat 
a majeftic rural Dome ; and tlieir unpierced 
Foliage, imbrowned the Noon-tide Hours. 

In the Midft, and elevated on a fquare Bafe, 
was a Statue reprefenting the venerable Elijah 
—on his bended Knees — with Hands ftretched 
out, and Eyes lifted up to Heaven. His At- 
titude, his Air, his every Feature, were a moft 
lively Comment on thofe ftrong energetic Ex- 
preflions of Scripture; take hold on GOD^i 
ivrepe with the ALMIGHtT'\ ; pour out your 
Hearts before him %- — On one Side of the Pe- 
dcftal, were engraven the Priefts of Baal\ in 
frantic Emotions calling upon their fenfelefs 
Deity, and gafhing themfelves with unavail- 
ing Wounds. — On the other was exhibited, 
in Baflb-relievo, the adoring I'ijl^bites Altar ; 
his Viftim bui'ning with Fire from the LORD, 
even while the Water ran from every Limb, 
and overflowed the Trench below, 

A re- 

• Ifai. Ixiv. 7. 
+ Coloffl iv. 12. AyuyiPotAiVfi^ €v t»k «rpoflTJX«»5- 

. X Pfol' Ixii. 8. 
Vol. II. L 
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A remote Cafcade tumbled from a craggy 
Rock. The Stream, after having wafted its 
lilver Foam in a winding Progrels, ftraggled 
into this grand Arbour. Here, it juft ap- 
peared, gliding down a gentk Slope, with a 
flaunting Air, and a prattling Noife. Im- 
preffed, as it were, with the unexpedled So- 
lemnity of the Scene, it feemed to check its 
wanton Waves, and turned afide iiito a more 
fequeftred Path. As fome i&^^^/^ Trifler, that 
bolts unawares into the royal Prefence^ ftands 
ftruck with Reverence and Awe, or retires 
with Precipitance and.Confufion. 

The deep Gloom, fhedding a Kind of Nighty 
even while the Sun glared in the Sky — ^Not a 
Whifper ftirring, among fo many MiUions of 
Leaves ; and all their warbling Natives hufhed 
in Silence. — The fonorous "Toll of the diftant 
Cafcade, and the tinkling Chime of the nearer 
Rill — ^The profound Adoration, and feiirent 
Devotion, that lived in the Lineaments of the 
impaffioned Stone — All thefe Circuroftances 
rendered the Place prodigioufly auguft and 
ftriking. Not much unlike the antient Orata- 
ries * J where holy People retired from the 

giddy 

♦ It IS thought by fome eminent Cntics, diat when our 
LORD continued all Night iv xDrpo«ux^ 0«, Lukivi. 12^ 
The Phrafe denotes his Continuance in an Oratory ; a Place 
fct apart for Prayer, and a devout Intercourfe with GOD. 

That there were Places of this Kind among the Jews^ i%, 
Tndifputable j and that the Opinion is ingenious^ cannot be 

denied* 
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giddy Ring, and the buftling Croud, to en- 
noble their Minds, with fublime Contempla- 
tion. Where, they bid a temporary Adieu to 
the tumultuous World, its gay Impertinence 
and folemn Dulnefs ; in order to maintain a 
more uninterrupted Communion with that 
MIGHTY BEING, v^\io Jittetb upon the Circk 
of the Earthy and the Inhabitants thereof are as 
Grajhoppers befoi'e Him *. 

Welcome 

denied. But I very much doubt, whether it gives Us the 
true Meaning of the Evangelift — Having mentioned a Moun^ 
iaifif it vrould hardly fuit his concife Manner^ to be more 
particular with regard to the Place ; neither was the Cir- 
camftance fo important, as to deferve afecond Mention. — I 
am apt to think alfo, A^t/kcb a Place would have defeated 
the Defign of our SA VIOUR's Retirement, which feems 
to have &en Privacy; and xhztfuch a 77///, as GOD's Place 
.of Prayer, was wholly appropriated to the Temple. 

I apprehend. We mall have a more defenfible^ and I am 
perfuaded, We fliall have a more exalted Senfe, if We fup- 
pofe the Expreflion to fignify — the Copioufnefs and Fervour 
of our lord's Devotion — th^ vaft Importance^ and the 
unequalled Succefs, of this his folemn Prayer. Which 
could no way be more emphatically declared, than by the 
Addition of the divine Name. — %t^Afpafio\ Remark,^. 45. 

♦ Ifai. Ix. 22. What a noble Image is here, and what an 
exquihtely fine Contraji! GOD, the great GOD, futeth 
on thofe lofty and immenfe Heavens, which, at an incon- 
ceivable Diilance, furround this penfile Globe. From that 
moft fublime and magnificent Throne, he looks down upon 
the Inhabiunts of the Earth. Who — in all their Pomp and 
Splendor — amidft all their admired Works, and boafted Ac- 
quifltions — are mean and impotent in his Sight. Mean and 
impotent as the poor Infe£b, that wander over the parched 
Heath for Suftenance : that fpend all the Day in idle infig- 
niiicant Chirpings : and, at Night, take up their contempt 
ttble Habitation on a Blade of Urals. 
L 2 
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Welcome to ^beron^ was the ftiady BoweT; 
welcome the cool Afpcft, and the mufical Flow 
of the Water j but more welcome than all, 
was the Sight of his Friend. Who lay re- 
clined at the Foot of an Oak \ with a Book 
half open in his Hand, and his Eye fixed 
upon the Statue. 

Tl^er. I know not, Ajpafio^ whether I muft 
make an Apology, for breaking in upon your 
Retirement •, or call You to an Account, for 
depriving the Ladies of your Company at the 
Tea-table. 

Afp. Indeed, Tiercriy I have been fo much 
delighted with the Place j with the Compa- 
nion in my Hand ; and the noble Objeft be- 
fore me; that I fcarce obferved, how the Time 
ftole away. And I flatter myfelf, if You will 
take a Seat by my Side, and fhare my Enter- 
tainment > You will be more inclined to ex- 
cufe, than to aggravate «ny Fault. 

T'ber. Is T'ulfy then (for I obferve his Name 
on the Volume) your Companion ? -And c^n 
fuch a devoted Admirer of the Biile, be fp 
highly charmed with z Heathen ClaJ/ic? — St. 
Augufiine fomewhere declares, that, though 
paflionately fond, before his Converfion, of 
T^ully^ Writings j yet, after his Converfion, 
He could not relifh thofe admired Compo- 
fitions ; becaufe they were not fweetened^ as 
He expreffes Himfelf, with tlie mellifluous Name 
of JESUS. AJ^. 
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j9fp. I am far from pretending to fuch an 
exalted Pitch of Devotion^ as that feraphic 
Father attained* I can fpend a vacant Mi- 
nute on the delicate Odes of Horace -^ and tafte 
a refined Entertainment in VirgiPs beautiful 
Poem. But when I hear a Sermon^ or perufe 
a religious Treatife, that borrows neither Dig- 
nity nor Charms from that amiable and glo- 
rious Name, I own myfelf extremely difap- 
pointed. Without the Perfon, the Offices, or 
the Grace of CHRIST^ the Sermon and the 
Treatife appear as defeSlivey as a Body that is 
neither adorned with the Head, nor inlivened 
with the Heart, 

Tbcr. I fuppofe then You cultivate an Ac- 
quaintance with the Grecian and Roman Au- 
thors, in order to improve your Tafte, and 
polilh your Style. 

JJp. Thefe, and I am apt to think, morecon- 
fidcrable Advantages than thefc, may be dc- 
nvci\ from an occafional Application to their 
Works. They may ferve as fo many Shades, 
to fct off, with heightened Luftre, the Beauty 
and Glory of the facred Oracles. 

While I perufe Plato's ornamented Page, or 
liften to Cicero s flowing Periods, I am fome- 
what like the Pcrfon, who amufes Himfdf in 
a Gallery of painted Flowers. He is pleafed 
with the curious Creation of the Pencil. But, 
finds none of that delicious Fragrance, none 
L 3 of 
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of thofe breathing Sweets, which meet Him in 
the Garden, and regale his Senfe from the 
blooriiing Parterre.— ^So, here are brilliant Sen- 
timents, and a florid Difiion 5 delicate Touches 
of Wit, and bold Strokes of Defcription, But, 
no Difcovery of CHRIST JESUS^no Dif- 
plays of his ineffable Love — no Overtures of 
Reconciliation with the blefled GOD. No- 
thing to yield VsfaUd Comfort, in our prefent 
State; oranyy>^/Expe£lations, with regard 
to the approaching Eternity. 

Befides ; when I converfe with thofe cele- 
brated Geniufes of Antiquity, that were at 
once the moft erroneous, and the mofl: judi- 
cious — the moji judicious, in their Tafte of po- 
lite Literature ; the nioji erroneous^ in their Ap- 
prehenfions of invifible Things ; they fhew 
me, what they never intended, the inexpref- 
fible Need of Revelation. They teach me to 
fet a higher Value on that ineftimable Gift. 
I blefs the diftinguifhing Goodnefs of Provi- 
dence, which has caft my Lot *, not at Athens^ 
but in I M MANUEL'S Land. I fay, with 
Wonder and Gratitude — ** Why did not my 
^^ Exiftence commence, in thofe iEras of re- 

" ligious 

♦ Alluding to the Story of the Philofopher, who ufcd to 
blefs theGocE for three Privileges. — That He was made, not 
a Brute^ but a rational Creature. — That He was born, not 
in barbarous Climes, but in Greece, — That He lived, not in 
the more uncultivated Ages, but in the Time and under tbo 
Tuition of Socrates. 
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** ligious Dotage ? Why was not my Portion 
** confined, to thofe Regions of Barbarifm and 
"'Delafion? Why am not I burning Incenfe 
** to Idols ; paying fenfelefs Adoration to fculp- 
'* tured Stone ; or worfhipping, with deteft- 
** able Ceremonies, a Set of lafcivious, de- 
^* bauched, and fcandalous * Deities ?" — Sure- 
ly, Theroriy from every Perufal of thofe Vo- 
lumes, attended with fuch a Refleclion, We 
fhall fee the utmoft Reafon to magnify the 
tender Mercies of our GOD ; whereby the Day- 
fpring from on high hath vifited Us -f*, and 
brought Us out of Darknefs into the marvel- 
ous Light of the Gofpel. 

Permit me to mention another Benefit, that 
may refult from a Correfpondence with thofe 
mafterly Writers. — The Streams may lead Us 
to the inexhauftible Fountain. Lead Us to 
admire the only wife GOD our SAVIOUR, 
who has given fuch a ihining Vein of In- 
genuity 

♦ This, I think, gives Us the moft deplorable and horrid 
Idea of the Blindnefs of our fallen Nature. The Heathens^ 
even aniidft all the Politenefe of their Tafte, and notwith- 
flanding their fuperior Advancement in the Sciences, were 
Haters of the true GOD, and robbed Him of his Honour : 
nay, what is unfpeakably worfe, they paid it to Mo*jJlers — 
Monfters of Lewdnefs and Treachery, Vice and Immora* 
lity. Egregious, fottiOi, almoft incredible Stupidity ! To 
it/fl;^/^ thofe Beings, which deferved univerfal Abhorrence! 
To diify thofe Charafters, which could never be fufficicfhtly 
detejlcd! 

t Luke i. 78. 

L 4. 
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and their abjefl Slavery to all Evil. There- 
fore, they fee no Reafon for this divine Agency^ 
or for that univerfal Change. 

You alfo, my dear Friend, while unac- 
quainted with your natuf al Corruption, can- 
hot apprehend either the Reafonablenefs or 
the Neceflity, of being renewed in the Spirit of 
your Mind *. But when Experience has taught 
You the former. You will want no Arguments 
to convince You of the latter. — Can Creatures, 
who are blind in thcu: Underftandings, di(^ 
ccm the Things which belong to their eternal 
Peace ?-^an Creatures, who are dead in Sin^ 
exercife the Graces, or difchaige the Duties, 
of a Chriftian Life ?— *-Can Creatures, whofe 
Hearts are Enmity againfl GOD, either delight 
to do his Will Here, or be meet for his beatific 
Prefence Hereaftei* ? 

Under the Influence of fuch ConviftionSi 
that new Birth, which the Gofpel of CHRISt 
promifes, which the SPIRIT of GOD pro- 
duces, will appear as necefiary for your State, 
and be as welcome to your Soul, as thefe 
gentle Dews are neceflary for the languifliing 
Herbs, and welcome to the thirfty Soil. 

Tier. The Dews, though refrefhing to the 
Flowers, may be too chilly for our Conftitu* 
tions. And fee ! The Star of Evenings l^ 
proclaiming the Approach of Night, has given 
Us a Warning to quit our Arbour.^-'-ScHne 

othef 

• Epb. iv. 23, 
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other Time We muft refume this Inquiiy. 
For I am by no means fatisfied, that your 
Theory agrees with Experience. 

^. I fear, I have already kept You cot 
too long. Let me juft obferve, as We go in— 
That the Doftrine, however difagreeable in 
itfelf, is conduced to a benejkial Iflue. It is 
productive of a much more fubftantid Con- 
folation, than Hiftory affigns to the great, 
but exiled Marius. When he fled with his 
ruined Circumftances, to linger out the poor 
Remains of Life among the Ruins of Gjr-« 
thage^ what was his chief Support ? *< Con- 
" templating, lays my Author, that famous 
" City in the Duft, He was the lefs afflifted 
" with his own Downfal *.'* 
. We have not been put off with fuch cold 
Comforts, fuch negative Benefits. The Belief 
of original Sin has a Tendency— -To make 
Us bumble— To fhew Us our Need of CHRIST 
— ^To create in Us a Hunger and Thirft after 
the renewing Influences of his SPIRIT, and 
the juflifying Merit of his Ri^teoufhefs.— 
So that it muft be owing to our own Pcrverfe*- 
nefe, or our own Negligence, if We do not 
levy a J'ax upon our Lofs^ and rife even by 
our Fall. 

* Inopem Vitam in Tugurio Rulnarum Carthaginenjium tO' 
hravit : cum Marius afpiciens Carthaginem^ ilia intuens Ma- 
riumy ahir altiri pojjint effi Soktio. Veil. Patcrc. 

D I A. 
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abfolutely incapable of retouching the One^ 
or fupplying the Other. 

Afp. Since We are fallen upon this Point, 
You muft give me leave to renew and urge 
my Requeft. I fhall be extremely glad to 
hear your Remarks upon the Subjeft. Efpe- 
cially, as You have made this Brahch of Sci- 
ence, a Part of your Amufement ; and not 
without the Advantage of anatomical Diflcc- 
tions- Whereas, I have very feldom applied 
my Thoughts to the former, and never had 
an Opportunity of being prefent at the latter. 

Let me alfo obferve, that our very Situation 
favours, or rathers fuggefts fuch a Topic of 
Converfation. All the fine Profpefts of the 
Country are excluded. We have fcarce any 
Thing left, but OurfeheSy to contemplate. And 
fhall this be the only Theme We negledl ? 

I'her. It is fomewhat prcpofterous, I muft 
confefs, to pry into the Archives of Colleges ; 
to ranfack the Cabinets of the Virtucfi ; to 
carry our Search through the whole Compafs 
of external Nature ; and, at the fame Time, 
overlook the far more furprifing Curiolities, 
which abound in the Compofition of our own 
Bodies. 

Since you infift upon it, my Obfervations, 
crude and extemporaneous as they arc, fhall 
fubmit themfelves to your Judgment. Pro- 
vided^ 



€C 
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vided, You will be content to receive, only a 
few of the OutlineSy and nothing like ^Jinijhed 
Draught. 

AJp. Let me juft hint, that the more cir^ 
cumfiantial your Account is, fo much the more 
welcome will it be to your Friend, and fo 
much the more honourable to our common 
CREATOR. For, I really think, that Galen'% 
Declaration upon this Head is perfe6tly juft: 
which I have read in my favourite Commen- 
tator B^^tf, and which fpeaks to the follow- 
ing EfFe6l * — " Such Treatifes, as difplay the 
•* Excellencies of the great CREATOR, com- 
pofe one of the nobleft and moft acceptable 
Hymns. To acquaint Ourfelves with his 
** fublime Perfcftions ; and point out to Others 
^ his infinite Power, his unerring Wifdom, 
** and his boundlefs Benignity j this is a more 
^^ fubjianttal Aft of Devotion, than to flay 
<^ Hecatombs of Viftims at his Altar, or kindle 
" Mountains of Spices into Incenfe." Theron^ 
after paufmg a few Minutes, thus refumed 
the Difcourfe, 

7ber. When fome Mafter-builder undertakes 
to ereft a magnificent Edifice, He begins with 
the Icfs decorated, but more folid Parts. Thofc 
which are to fupport^ or thofe which are to 
€(mtain the reft. This Order, if You pleafe. 

We 

^ Vid. Be%. Annot. ad Rom. i« 20« 
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We will follow, in confidering " the earthly 
^ Houfe of our Tabernacle *." 

Firft, You have a Syftem of Bones ; caft 
into a Variety of Moulds j inlarged or con- 
tracted into a Variety of Sizes. All Jirong^ 
that they may commodioufly beai- up the 
fleftiy Machihe ; yet lights that they may not 
deprefe the Animal with an encumbering Load. 
^— Bored with an internal Cavity, to contain 
the moiftening Marrow ; and perforated with 
exceedingly fine Dufts, to admit the nourifli- 
ing Veffels. — Infenfible themfdves^ they are 
covered with a Membrane -f* of exquifite Sen- 
fibility. Which warns them of the Approach, 
and fecuresthem from the Annoyance, of any 
injurious Friflion : and, at the fame time, 
preferves the mufcular Parts, from being fretted 
in their Adion, by the hard and rough Sub- 
ftance of the Bones, — Their Figures are al- 
Vrays moft precifely fitted to their Ufes. ■ They 
are generally larger at the Extremities, than 

in 

♦ 2 Cor.w 1, St. Paul V try pertinently compares the bo* 
dily Strufture to a Houfe. And adds, in that Strain of godly 
Edifying, which runs through all his Writings, our earthly 
and tent-like Habitation, iinyii^ Qixix t» ffxus^j. Referring 
to its mean Original^ as it was formed out of the Duft ; and 
to lis Jhart Continuance^ as it muft foon return to Duft again^ 
Being, though conimodious as a Houfe, yet tranfitorv as a 
Tent : not like the imerkfting Mountains^ which ftand fixed 
and rooted to the Center 4 but lilce thofe portahle Tenimeni$% 
which are fet up in the Evening, taken down in the Mom*« 
4ng,' and then their Place is known no more. 
I The Periejfaum. 
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in the Middle ; that they may be joined more 
firmly, and not fo eafily diflocated, — ^Thc 
Manner of their Articulation is truly admir- 
able*, and remarkably various : yet never va- 
ried, without demonftfating fome wife De- 
iign, and anfwering fome valuable End, Fre- 
quently, when two are united, the one is 
nicely rounded, and capped with a fmooth 
Subftance 5 the other is fcooped into a Hollow 
of the fame Dimenfions, to receive the po- 
lifhed Knob ; and both are lubricated with an 
un6luous Fluid, to yield the readied Rotation 
in the Socket. 

The Feet compofe the firmed and neateft 
Pedeftal : infinitely beyond all that Statuary 
or Architefture can accomplifh; capable of 
altering its Form, and extending its Size, as 
different Circumftances require. Befides per- 
forming the Office of a Pedeftal, they con- 
tain a Set of the niceft Springs ; which help 
to place the Body in a Variety of graceful 
Attitudes, and qualify it for a Multiplicity of 
advantageous Motions. — The undermoft Part 
of the Heel, and the Extremity of the Sole, 
are (hod with a tough, infenfible, finewy Sub- 
ftance. This We may call, a Kind of natu^ 
ral Sandal. It never wears out ; never wants 
Repair; and always prevents that undue Com- 

preffion 

* A£rati/a CommiJ/iiras haint. Ciccr. 
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preffion of the Veflels, which the Weight of 
the Body, in walking or ftanding, might other- 
wife occafion. — The Legs and Thighs ^ are like 
fubftantial and ftately Cdumns * ; articulated 
in fuch a Manner^ that they adminifter moft 
commodioufly to the A£i: of Walking, yet 
obftruft not the eafy Pofture of Sitting. The 
Legs fwell out, towards the Top, with a gen- 
teel Projeftion ; and are wrought off, towards 
the Bottom, with neat Diminutions. Which 
Variation leffens their Bulk, at the fame Time 
that it increafes their Beauty. 

The Ribsy turned into a regular Arch, arc 
gently moveable, for the Aft of Refpiration. 
They form a fecure Lodgment, for the Lungs 
and the Heart : which, being fome oi the 
moft dil^pguiflied and important Organs of 

. Life, 

♦ Styled therefore by the facred Philofophcr, Theftrong 
Meity Ecclef. xH. 3. — And compared, by the (ame beautiful 
Writer, to Pillars of Marble. Cantic. v. 15. As thefe are 
the ftrongeft Parts of the Body, and the Support of all the 
other, hence, I prefume, arofe that pr^wrhiaJ Ej^cffion, 
which occurs in the Hiftory of Sampfony "^p^-^jy pW J^* 
XV. 8. Rendered by the Septuagintj xvtijbiiiv iwk funfov i by our 
EngHJh Tranflators, Hip and Thigh. I bdteve, the Word 
p^tff ftgnifies Here, as in many other Places, what the Latim 
call Armus. And that the Image is taken from fome robuft 
and herce Animal, whofe Shoulders before, and whofe Thighs 
behind, are broken in Pieces. Then what Milchief can He 
do ? What Refifbnce can He make ? He is utterly difabled. 
So that the Expreffion feems to denote, (and might perhaps, 
without Violence to the Original, be tranflated) A Mat 
Overthrow. 



DIALOGUE XII. 17 

Life, have their Refidence fortified by this 
ftrong femicircular Rampart *. -^The Back-- 
bone is intended, not only to ftrengthen the 
Body, and fuftain its moft capacious Store- 
Rooms ; but alfo to bring down that Com- 
munication of the Brain, which is ufually 
termed xhtfpinal Marrow. As an open Chan- 
nel, it conveys, as a well-clofcd Cafe, it guards 
this vital Silver -f ; and, by feveral commodi- 
ous Outlets, tranfmits the animating Treafure 
into all the inferior Parts. Had it only been 
large, ftrait, and hollow, it might have ferved 
thefe feveral Purpofes. But then the Loins 
muft have been inflexible, and every Man im- 
paled (not by the Executioner, but by Na- 
ture) on a Stake co-eval with his Exiftence^ 
To avoid which, it confifls of very fhort 
Bones, clofely knit together by intervening 
Cartilages. This Peculiarity of Structure pre- 
vents Diflocation ; and gives the main Pillar 
of our Frame the Pliancy of an Ofiery even 
while it retains the Firmnefs of an Oak. — ^By 
this means, it is a Kind of continued Joint j 
capable of various Inflexions, without bruif- 
ing the foft medullary Subftance, that fills its 

Cavity ; 

* Thou haft fenced mty fecured my inward and vital Plutiy 
with Bones and Sinews y Job x. 1 1. — Crates PtSIoris^ is f7r- 
giPs Expreffion. 

t This is fuppofed to be the Part, which Solomon defcribes 
by The fdver Cord: and is indeed Hke a Cord, on Account 
of its Shape \ like Silver, on Account of its Cohury Ecclef. 
xii. 6« 
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Cavity ; without intercepting the nervous FIuic^* 
which is to be detached from this grand Re- 
fervoir ; or diminifhing that Stiength> which 
is neceflary to fupport all the upper Stories. — 
A Formation fo very peculiar in any other of 
the Solids, muft have been attended with great 
Inconveniencies. Here, it is unlpeakably fer- 
viceable. Is, both for Workmanfhip and Si- 
tuation, a Mafter-piece of creating Skill, ne- 
ver enough to be admired* 

The Armsy pendent on either Side, are ex- 
a£Hy proportioned to each other ; that the 
Equilibrium of the Structure may not be dif- 
concerted. Thefe, being the Guards that de- 
fend *, and the Minifters that ferve the whole 
Body, are fitted for the moft diverfijied and 
extenjive Operations. Firm with Bone, yet 
not weighty with Flefh ; and capable of per- 
forming, with fmgular Expedition and Eafe, 
all Manner of ufeful Motions. They bend 
inwards, and turn outwards 5 they rife up- 
wards, and ftoop downwards ; they wheel 
about, and throw themfelves into whatever 
Direftion We pleafe. — To thefe are annexed 
the Hands j and all terminated by the Fingers^ 
Which are, not like the Arms, of the fame 
Length, and of an equal Bignefs ; but in both 
Refpe6ls different. Which gives them a more 

graceful 

* Called, in Solomon's figurative but elegant Sketch of Ana- 
tomy, Tie Keepers of the Houfcy Ecdef. xii. 3. 
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graceful Appearance, and a much greater De- 
gree of Ufefulnefs. Were they all Flefh, they 
would be comparatively impotent : were they 
one intire Bone, they would be utterly inflex-* 
ible. But confiftmg of various little Bones, 
and a Multitude of Mufcles, what Shape can 
they not aflume ? What Service can they not 
perform ? — Being placed at the End of the 
Arm, the Sphere of their A6lion is exceed- 
ingly inlarged. This advantageous Situation 
realizes the Fable of Briareus ; and renders a 
Pair of Hands, as ferviceable as an Hundred. 
— The Extremities of the Fingers, are an 
Aflemblage of fine tendinous Fibres, moft 
acutely fenfible ♦. Which, notwithftanding 
the Delicacy of their Texture, are deftined to 
almoft inceffant Employ, and frequently ex- 
ercifed among rugged Objefts. For this Rea- 
fon, they are overlaid with the Nailsy a Sort 
of horny Expanfion : which, like a Ferule, 
hinders the Flefh from being ungracefully 

flattened ; 

* So very acute is the Senfibility of thefc Parts, that, I 
am informed, it furnifhes the Jribunal of Inquifttian^ with 
one of the moft refined Expedients in the Art of Torture. 
A ftrong Quill, fharpened by the Pcn-lcnife, and dipped in 
fome inflammatory Liquor, is thruft deep between the Nail 
and the Finger. When the Quill has cut its Way through 
the (hivcring Nerves; and ftands planted, like a Dagger, 
amidft the gufliine Blood y fome barbarous Hand fets Fire to 
the Extremity. The keen Point, the flow Flame, and both 
in the Seat of the moft lively Scniation, put the miferablc 
Sufferer to the mojl fxcri((iatin^ Pain, 

Vol. II. M 
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flattened -, and, like a Sheath *, preferves the 
tender Parts from injurious Impreflions. 

In the Miniftl-y of the Hands, and Adivity 
of the Fingers, We poflefs a Cafe of thtfnefi 
Injlrumcnts^ or a Colle6lion of the noblejl JJten^ 
fih. Qualifying Us for the Execution of every 
Work, which the projefting Genius can de- 
vife, or the lavifh Fancy crave. — To thefe We 
are obliged for the beautiful Statues, which 
have often entertained our Eyes, in yonder 
fblitary Walks ; and even for that melodious 
Trumpet, which now addrefles our Ears, from 
the Summer-houfe on the Fifh-pond. — ^Thefe 
raife the lofty Column, and turn the fpacious 
Arch, Thefe fwell the majeftic Dome, and 
adjuft the commodious Apartment. Architec- 
ture, with all her ftriking Beauties, and all 
her rich Benefits, are the Creation of the hu- 
man Hand. — Yielding to the Strength of the 
* Hand, the talleft Firs fall to the Ground, and 
the largeft Oaks defcend from the Mountains. 
Fafliioned by tlie Dexterity of the Hand, they 
accommodate the Sailor with zfoating Wai^e^ 
boufe ; and circulate, from Britain to Japan^ 
the Produftions of Nature, and the Improve- 
ments of Art. — Obedient to the human Hand, 
Metals afcend from their fubterranean Beds; 
and compofe the moft fubftantial Parts' of that 
curious Machine ^, which tranfmits far and 



near. 



Dtgitls Munimin^. + The Prlnting^Picfe* 
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xiear, to the Monarch's Palace and to the 
Peafant's Hut, fuch Treafures of Wifdom and 
Knowledge, as the Gold and Cry/ial cannot 
equal *. 

Among the Egyptians, the Hand was the 
Symbol of Strength : among the Romans^ it 
was an Emblem of Fidelity : and I think, it 
may, among all Nations, be looked upon as 
the Enfign of Authority. It is the original 
and the univerfal Sceptre ; that which not 
only reprefents, but afcertains our Dominion, 
over all the Elements, and over every Crea- 
ture. — Though Providence has not given Us 
the Strength of the Horfe, the Swiftnefs of 
the Greyhound, or the fagacious Scent of the 
Spaniel ; yet, direfted by the Underftanding,- 
and enabled by the Hand, We can fubjeft 
them to our Will \ turn them to our Advan- 
tage ; and, in this Senfe, make them all our 
own. — Thefe Hands (furprifmg to relate !) 
Xh^{^ jloort Hands have found out a Way,- 
whereby they can dive to the Bottom of the 
Ocean \ can penetrate the Bowels of the Earthy 
and reach from Shore to Shore. T\it{t feeble 
Hands can manage the Wings of the Wind ; 
can arm themfelves with the Rage of the 
Fire ; and prefs into their Service the forcible 
Impetuofity of the Waters. — How eminent is 
the Dignity! How extcnfive the Agency of 

M a th«. 
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the Hand ! It would require more Eloquence, 
than your Orator pofleffed, to difplay the for- 
mer ; and more Pages, than your Book con- 
tains, to defcribe the latter. — How greatly are 
We indebted to our indulgent CREATOR, 
for accommodating Us with this noble, this 
diftinguifliing, this invaluable Member ! 

Above all, is the Head-, a majeftic Dome, 
defigned for the Refidence of the Brain. It 
is framed in exaft Conformity to this impor- 
tant Purpofe ; ample to receive it ; ftrong, to 
uphold it ; and firm, to defend it. As it rc- 
fembles the Generah Tent in an Army, or the 
Monarch's Palace in a City ; it has a Com- 
munication eftabliflied with aU, even the moft 
inferior and remote. Parts of the Syftem. Has 
Outlets and Avenues, for the ready Difpatcb 
of Couriers to all Quarters ; and for the Re- 
ception of fpeedy Intelligence, on every inte- 
refting Occafion. It is furniflied with Lodg- 
ments, wherein to pofl: Centinels of various 
Chara6ters; and appointed for various Offices. 
— To expedite their Operations j whether they 
are employed in reconnoitring what paffes 
without, or examining what claims Admittance 
within ; the whole turns upon a curious Pivot, 
moft nicely contrived, to afford the largeft and 
freeft Circumvolutions. 

This ftately Capital, is fcreened from Heat ; 
defended from Colds and at the fame time 

very 
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very much beautified, by a copious Growth 
of Hair. Which flows down from the parted 
Forelock in decent Curls 5 and hangs, mant^ 
ling on the Cheeks, cluttering on the Shoul- 
•ders. — A Decoration*, incomparably more 
delicate^ than any or all the Orders of Archi- 
tedlurc can fupply ^ and fo perfeftly light y as no 
Way to incumber or incommode the Wearer. 

While many Animals creep on the Ground: 
while all of them are prone in their Pofture, 
or their Afpe6l : the Attitude of Man is ereSi. 
— ■^Vhich is by far the moft graceful ; has an 
Air of Dignity, and befpeaks Superiority,— 
It is by far the moft commodious ; fits Us for 
the Profecution of every grand Scheme, and 
facilitates the Succefs of all our extenfive De- 
figns. — It is hkewife attended with the greateft 
Safety ; being, if not lefs than any other Po- 
fition expofed to Dangers, yet more happily 
contrived to repel or avoid them. 

Afp. May it not likcwife be intended, to re- 
mind Us of our noble Original, and our fub- 
lime End ? Our Original^ which was the Breath 

of 

• Ahjahni% Hair was reckoned a diftinguifliing Part of his 
Beauty, 2 Zam, xiv. 26. — The Amiablcnefs of the Church, 
in the exemplary Converfation of true Believers, is difplayed 
by the fame Ornament. Cant, iv. i. — And Homer .^ in his 
fo much admired Reprefentation of Jupiter,^ makes the Mo- 
tion of his Ambrofiai Locks a principal Embellilhment of 
the Pifture ; 

A/A?f ociAi f xf» yjxtioa f TTfpf c^«(v]9 0(y^»c7O'« 
M3 
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of the ALMIGHTY, and the Spirit of the 
MOST HIGH. Our End, which is, not the 
Soil We tread on, or any of its low Produc-r 
tions, but the Heaven of Heavens, and the 
things that are above ^ 

But hot to divert from our Subjeft 5 which, 
in my Friend's Manner of handling it, is as 
eiiteitaining, as it is inftruftive. — ^The Bones 
(to carry on your own Allufion) are only the 
Rafters, the Beams, the Shell of the living 
Edifice. You have laid the Floors, have made 
the proper Divifions, and left the neceflary 
Apertures. But, in every finifhed Houfe, the 
Roof is covered, and the Rooms are wain- 
fcoted. The Safties are hung, and the Doors 
turn upon their Hinges. The Grates are fixed, 
and the Stairs either wind or fly. Withiriy 
•the Lodgings are furniftied ; without, the Front 
is ornamented. All is rendered commodious 
for domeftic Ufe, and graceful to the external 
View, 

T56rr.' This likewife is executed by the great, 
the DIVINE ARTIFICER.— Here are Liga^ 
ments\ a tough and ftrong Arrangement of 
Fibres ) to unite the feveral Limbs j and ren- 
der, what would otherwife be a disjointed un- 
wieldy Jumble, a well-compa6led and felf- 
pianageable Syftem. — Membranes \ or thin and 
flexile Tunicles \ appointed to in wrap the flefhy 

• Parts i 
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Parts ; to form a Conneclion between fome, 
and make a Separation between others *. 

Arteries^ the grand Rivers of our little 
World -f-, or the noble Aquedu6ls of the or- 
ganized Metropolis. Some of which afcend 
to the Head : others fpread themfelves over 
the Shoulders : fome extend to the Arms : fome 
defcend to the Feet : and ftriking out, as they 
go, into numberlefs fmaller Canals, vifit the 
Streets, the Alleys, and every individual Apart- 
ment of the vital City. — Thefe, being wide 
at their Origin, and leffening as they branch 
themfelves, check the rapid Impetus of the 
Blood. To fuftain this Shock, they are en- 
dued with uncommon Strength : by perform- 
ing this Service, they oblige the Crimfon Cur* 
rent to pafs into the narroweji Defiles^ and di- 
flribute itfelf into all Quarters. — The Blood, 
thrown from the Heart, dilates the Arteries, 
and their own elaftic Force contrafts them. 
By which means, they vibrate^ in proper Places, 
very perceivably againft the Finger ; bring 
Advices of the utmoft Importance to the Phy- 
fician ; and very much aflift Him, both in did 
covering the Nature of Difeafes, and prefer ib- 

ing 

* The Inteftincs zr^fajlened to each other by the Mefen- 
iery. The Bread is divided into two Cavities by the Mediaf^ 
tinum. Both which arc reckoned among the Membranes. 

+ A human Body was called by the Anticnts, The Ml^ 
CTHofmi that is, a hiilc World, or the Worid in Miniatuio, 
M + 
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ing for their refpeflive Cures. — The larger Ar- 
teries, where-ever the Body is formed for In- 
curvation, are fituate on the bending Side : 
left, being ftretched to an improper Length 
by the Inflexion, their Dimenfions fhould be 
leflened, and the circulating Fluid retarded.—- 
They are not, like feveral of the confiderable 
Veins, laid fo near the Surface, as to be pro- 
trufive of the Skin ; but are depofited to a 
proper Depth in the Flefh. This Situation 
renders them more fecure from external In- 
juries. It conceals likewife thofe Starts and 
Refilitions of the Pulfe, which, if apparent, 
would difcompofe the moft fedate, and dis- 
figure the moft comely Countenance. — Could 
We caft our Eye upon the River, that runs 
through the neighbouring Meadow, We might 
obferve feveral Mills interfering the Stream, 
The Waters at thofe Places, if not intirely 
ftopped, drain away very flowly. In confe- 
quence of this Obftruftion, the lower Chan- 
nels would be funk dry, and the. upper Ones 
fwelled into a Flood. To obviate both thefe 
Inconveniencies, Low-JJjots arc provided : which, 
carrying off the Surcharge, prevent a Glut 
above, and fupply the Banks below. In thofe 
Parts of the Body, which are moft fiable to 
PrefTure, much the fame Expedient takes place. 
The Arteries inofculate yoi\ breaking into a 
new Track, they fetch a little Circuit, in or- 
der 
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der to return and communicate again with 
the main Road. So that, if any Obftaclq 
blocks up or ftraitens the direfl Paflage ; the 
Current, by diverting to this new Channel, 
eludes the Impediment ; maintains an unin- 
terrupted Flow ', and foon regains its wonted 
Courfe. 

Feins are appointed to receive the Blood from 
the Arteries, and reconvey it to the Heart. — 
Small at their Rife, and inlarging as they, ad- 
vance, they are void of any Pulfation. In, 
theffe, the Preflure of the circulating Fluid, 
is not near fo forcible as in the arterial Tubes : 
for which Reafon, their Texture is confidera- 
bly (lighter. Such an exaft Oeconomift is Na- 
ture, even amidft all her Liberality^! — In 
many of thefe Canals, the Current, though 
widening continually, and acquiring a pro- 
portionable Increafe of Gravity, is obliged to 
pufh its Way againft the Perpendicular. By 
which Circumftance, it is expofed to the Ha- 
zard of falling back, and overloading the Vel^ 
fels ; if not of fupprefling the animal Motion, 
For a Security againft this Danger, Valves 
are interpoled at proper Diftances. Which 
are no Hindrance to the regular Paflage, but 
prevent the Reflux ; fuftain the augmented 

Weight ; 

• A parallel Inftance of Frugality is obfervablc in the Ar- 
teries. Whofe Coats are fpun thinner^ as the Diameter of 
the VeiTels becomes fmalkr^ and the Preflure of the filoo4 
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Weight ; and facilitate a Progrefs to the grand 
Receptacle. This auxiliary Contiivance comes 
in, where the Blood is conftrained to climb ; 
but is difmifled where the fteep Afcent ceafes, 
and fuch a Precaution would be necdlefs. 

Here are Glands^ whofe Office it is, to fil- 
trate the pafling Fluid. Each of thefe Glands 
is an Aflemblage of Veflels, complicated and 
intervolved, with feeming Confufion, but with 
perfeft Regularity. As fome kind of Sieves 
tranfmit the Duft, and retain the Corn; others 
bolt out the Meal, and hold back the Bran ; 
fo, fome of thefe glandulous Strainers draw 
oflf the fineft, others the grofleft Parts of the 
Blood. Some, like the Diftiller's Alembic, 7?^^- 
limate * ; others, like the common Sewers, de-* 
foecate -f*. Each forms a Secretion, far more 
curious than the moft admired Operations of 
Chemiftry ; yet all, neceflary for the Support 
of Life, or conducive to the Comfort of the 
Animal. — MufcleSy wove in Nature's niceft 
Loom ; compofed of the flendereft Fibres, y^t 
endued with incredible Strength; fafliioned 

after 

* The glandulous Subftance of the Brain ; which fecretes 
the animal Spirits. 

t The Liver and Kidneys. The former of which fepa- 
ratcs the Galh^ the latter drains off a Fluids which, being, 
fufficiently known, need not be named. I could wifb, it 
had not been fo explicitly and coarfely mentioned, in our 
Tranflation of the beft of Books. But that We had rendered 
tfie Original, in i Kings xiv. lo. Every Malt'^ in Ifai% XXXvi, 
12, Ettt and drink their own Efccrm^its^ 
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after a Variety .of Patterns, but all in the 
bigheft Tafte for Elegance, Conveniency, and 
Ufefulnefs. — ^Thefe, with their I'endons annexed, 
conftitute the Inftruments of Motion. The 
former, contrafting their Subftance, operate 
fomewhat like the Pulley in Mechanics. The 
latter, refembling the Cord, are faftened to 
a Bone, or fome Partition of Flefti 5 and^ 
following the mufcular Contraftion, aftuate 
the Part into which they are infeited. This, 
and all their Funftions they^execute, not Uke 
a fluggifh Beaft of Burden, but quick as 
the Lightning. — Nerves^ furprifingly minute 
Tubes 5 derived from the Brain, and per^ 
meated by an exquifitely fubtle Fluid. Which, 
gliding into the Mufcles, fets them on work ; 
diffufes the Power of Senfation through tliC' 
Body ; or, returning upon any Impreffion from 
without, gives all needful Intelligence to the 
Soul. — VeficleSy diftended witK an unftuous 
Matter ; in fome Places, compofe a foft Cu- 
fhion * for Nature 5 in other Places, they fill 
up her Vacuities, and fmooth the Inequalities 
of the Flefli. hrmardlyy they fupple the feve- 

ral 

* The Calfoi the Leg^ for Inftance. Whofe lar^e CoU 
le£lion of Nlufcles, intermingled with Far, is of lingular. 
Service to thofe important Bones. It flanks and fortifies 
them, like zjlrwig Bafiion. It fupports and cheri(hes them, 
like 2ifoft Pillow. And what is nq lefs plcafmg to obfcrve, 
it accommodates and defends them on that very Side, where 
diev moft frequently reft their Weight, and where they afq 
Itm capable of being guarded by tl^ Eye, 
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ing Sapphire. They fpread Vermilion over 
the Lips *, and plant Rofes in the Cheeks. 
While the Eye, tinged with gloffy Jet, or 
fparkling with Jhe Blue of Heaven, is fixed 
in an Orb of pOTifhed Cryftal. Infomnch that 
the earthly Tabernacle exhibits the niceft Pro- 
portions, and richeft Graces. Such nice Pro^ 
portions^ as afford the mofl correft Model for 
Statuary: fuch rich Graces^ as the Canvafs 
never bore, as Painting imitates in vain* 

jifff. How jufl in itfelf, and how pertinent 
to our Purpofe, is that well-known Acknow- 
ledgment of the facred and royal Anatomift; 
" / am curioujly wrought \ ! There is a Va- 
** riety, an Elegance, and a Delicacy, in the 
" Texture of my Body ; in the Formation 
" and Arrangement of thefe Bones and Mufcles, 
" thefe Veins and Arteries ; — ^refembling, fhall 
" I fay ? — rather, infinitely furpafCng the mofl 
** coflly and admired Pieces of Embroidery." 

It is one of the finefl Similitudes, which 
the whole Circle of polite Arts could afford. 
Yet every Comparifon, fetched from the Per- 
formances 

* TIjy Lips are like a Thread of Scarlet. Cant, i v. 3, Like 
a Thready for their delicate Shape ; like a Thread of Scarlet^ 
for their glowing Colour. 

t The Original ^HD'^T figmfits finely wrought^ or elegant^ 



ly fiourljhed with a Needle. — The Tranflation adopted by our 
Liturgy" - — - _ " _ *' 

Word fajhioned^ has juft the fame Inferiority to the beauti 



-liturgy is, in this Place, flat and inexprcffive. The.EngliJh 



ful Hebrew Phrafe ; as the Badge^ tacked upon fome poor 
Penfioner's Coat, has to the Star embroidered on a Noble* 
man d Breaft. Pfah cxxxix. ver* 14. 
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formances of Mankind, muft neceflarily de- 
bafe the noble Subjeft. All the Enrichments, 
that the Needle can give, or the mo^ fplendid 
Silks receive, are rude, are coarfe, are mere 
Sack-cloth, when fet in Oppofition to the ex- 
quifite Finenefs of the fleflily Web. As in- 
deed all the celebrated Palaces y Amphitheatres^ 
TempleSy that ever adorned the moft magnifi- 
cent Cities in the World, are but a Heap of 
Confufion, if compared with the Symmetiy 
and Beauty of the bodily Fabric. — And, what 
is beyond Meafure marvelous, all thefe Won- 
ders of Mechanifm and Decoration arofe— 
not from the purer Elements — ^not from the 
more refined Parts of the Creation — but from 
the Dujioi the Ground. Howeafily, I'heron^ 
can that ftupendous ARTIFICER 'renew our 
Hearts, and transform our Souls into his own 
Image ; who could raife fuch delicate and 
ftately Edifices, from Particles— defpicable Par- 
ticles of the trodden Soil ! 

I could not forbear interpofing this Remark, 
Becaufe, it tends to manifeft our CREATOR'S 
Glory, to encourage our Hopes, and ftrengthen 
our Faith. Otherwife, I fhould be angiy with 
myfelf, for interrupting your • Difcourfe. — 
Pray, go on with your Defcription of the 
animal Oeconomy. Only let me obfcrve, That 
fuch a Courfe of inceflant Aftion, muft ^;^ 
baujl the Fluids j muft *waj{e the Solids ^ and, 

unlefs 
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unkfs both are fupplied with proper Recruits, 
muft gradually weaken, and at length totally 
deftroy, the Machine. 

^ber. For this Reafon, it is fumifhed with 
the Organs, and endued with the Powers of 
Ijlutrition. — Teeth \ the foremoft, thin and 
Iharp; fitted to bite afunder the Food, or cut* 
off fuch a Portion, as the Mouth can con- 
veniently manage. The hindermoft, broad 
and ftrong ; indented, like the Surface of a 
Mill-ftone -f, with finall Cavities, and jagged 
with little Afperities. Which qualify them to 
grind in pieces, whatever is tranfmitted to 
their Operation. — Were the Teeth, like our 
other Bones, covered with the ufual Membrane, 
the Aft of Chewing would always occafion 
great Uncafmefs 5 and, when any hard Sub- 
ftance is eaten, might even lacerate the tender 
Tegument. Were they left without any Sort 
of Covering ; they would fuffer from the In- 
clemencies of the Air, and be liable to the 
Penetration of Liquors. In which Cafe^ they 

mult 

^ Called therefore, IncifivL 

+ Styled accordingly, Molares. — ^Wc find neither of thefe 
Kinds in the new-born Babe. As Milk is, for a confide* 
rable Time, its appointed Food, Teeth would be of no Ser- 
vice to the Infant itfelf. As it is to prefs the tender Nipple 
for this milky Suflenance, Teeth would be painful and pre* 
judicial to the Nurfe. Therefore Nature has poftponed the 
Formation of thefe fine Implements} till tfaey becgme both 
iieceflary and beneficial. 
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muft foon become foft and unfit for Service, 
or be corrupted and intirely perifti. To guard 
againft thefe Difadvantages, they are curioufly 
glazed^ or overlaid with a neat Enamel-, as 
white as Ivory, and harder than the Bone itfelf. 
Which renders them an Ornament to the 
Mouth*; fecuresthem from various Injuries 3 
and exempts them from Pain in the Office of 
Maftication. 

As the Rims and Cufliions of a Billiard- 
Table, keep the Ball from flying off; and fend 
it back into the green Area, for repeated Ef-« 
fays of Skill ; fo the Lips prevent the Food 
from flipping out of the Mouth 3 and, aflifl:ed 
by the Tongue, return it to the renewed Attri- 
tion of the Grinders. — ^Whilethe Lips, in Con- 
cert with the Cheeks, are employed in this 
Work, their Motion compiefles the circumja- 
cent Glands ; and, from innumerable little 
Orifices, a tWin pel/ucid Liquor cxCudcs. Which 
nioifl:ens the attehuated Food, and prepares 

it 

♦ This ornamental Furniture of the Mouth, Is, in the 
grand oriental Manner, defcribed by Solomon. Thy T^eth are 
like a Flock of 8heep^ that are cvenjhorn^ which come up from 
the If^ajhingy Cant. iv. 2. Growing, not fingle, like the 
Nofe; not in Pairs, like the Eyes ; but in Rows confiderably 
numerous, like a Flock, — None riling higher than the other; 
none (landing prominent beyond another ; but all fet as true, 
as if they were ranged by the Compafs; and making as re-» 
gular an Appearance, as the Flocks that are even Jhorn, — 
'I'hcy are clean alfo as the Fleeces that have no Spot, and 
white as the Colour of the purcft Wool, like the Flocks juji 
tofm up from the fVaJhing. 

Vol. II. N 
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it for more eafy Digeftion. — When the Mouth 
remains inadtive, thefe Fountains of Spittle 
are, in a manner, clofed. But, when it is 
exercifed, either in fpeaking or eating, their 
Moifture then being peculiaily necefiary, they 
never fail to give out a fufficient Quantity. 

When the Soldier charges his Carbine, the 
Cartridge could not make its way to the Bot- 
tom, without the Protrufion of the Rammer *• 
Neither would the Food, which We receive 
at the Mouth, defcend, by the Force of its 
own Weight, through a narrow and clammy 
Channel, into the Stomach. To efFeftuate 
therefore, and expedite its Paffage, Mufcles, 

both 

* This, and the other Similitudes, are undoubtedly t99 
mean for the noble Occafion. Neither do they, in every 
Circumftancc, quadrate with the Fundlions defcribed.. The 
Motion of the Mufcles, which minifter to the Aft of De- 
glutition, is different from the perpendicular Protrufion of 
the Rammer. And it is mentioned, only to demonftrate the 
Neceffity of fome propelling Force, in order to convey the 
Aliment into the proper Receptacle. 

When We defcant upon a Subjeft, of fuch cxtenfive Con- 
trivance, and fuch finiflied Perfedlion, as the human Struc- 
ture ; it is fcarce poffible to find Similitudes, that will cor- 
xefpond in all Particulars, or that can rife to the Dignity of 
the Original. Yet if they tend, in any tolerable Degree^ 
to explain its Formation, to difplay its tJfes, and render its 
wonderful Oeconomy fomewhat more intelligible, perhaps 
they may be allowed to take place. 

1 hope, it will be remembered, ih2XTheron fpeaks, not as 
an Adept in the Science, but as One whofe hi|heft Prctcn- 
fions are, to admire the Work, and adore the ARTIFICER, 
Which Acknowledgment may intitle Him to fome candid 
Indulgence, in cafe He fhould offend againft tht preci/e ano^ 
tmiical Exactnefs, either of Sentiment^ or Expreifioiu 
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hothjraif ind circular y are provided. The 
former, inlargethe Cavity of the Throat, and 
afford a more eafy Admittance ; the latter, 
clofing behind the defcending Aliment, prefs 
it downwards, and finifli the Deglutition.— 
Before the Food enters the Gullet, it muft of 
Neceffity pafs over the Orifice of the JVind^ 
pipe ; confequently, muft be in very imminent 
Danger of falling upon the Lungs. Which 
would, if not intirely obftruft the Breath, yet 
occafion violent Coughing*, and great In- 
conveniencies. To obviate this Evil, the all- 
forefeeing CONTRIVER has placed a move^ 
able Lid J or hung a cartilaginous Draiv-bridge^. 
Which, when any the fmalleft Particle of 
Food advances to enter the Stomach, is pulled 
down and fhut clofe j but, the very Moment 
the Morfel is fwallowed, is let loofe and ftands 
open. By this two-fold Artifice, the impor- 
tant PafTage is always barred and made fure, 
againft any noxious Approaches ; yet, always 
left free for the neceffary AccelTion of Air, and 
commodious for the Purpofes of Refpiration. 
When the Malfter prepares his Grain for 
the Tranfmutations of the Brew-houfe ; He 

fuffers 

* This is what We experience, when, in eating or drink- 
ing, any Thing goes (as is commonly, aud not improperly 
laid) the wrong fPay. 

t Cal'cd the Epighuis, 
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fuffers it to lie- feveral Hours, fleeping in the 
Cifteni; before it is fit, to be fprcad upon the 
Floor, or dried on the Kiln. The Meat and 
Drink likewife muft remain, a confiderable 
Time, in the Stomach ; before they are of a 
proper Conjijlcnce and Temperature, cither for 
the tender Coats, or the delicate Operation of 
the Bowels. For which Purpofe, that great 
Receiver is made — ^ftrong to bear — capacious 
to hold — and fo curioufly contrived, as to lay 
a tempore}^ Embargo * upon its Contents. Here, 
they are lodged in the very Center of Warmth, 
and concocted by the moft kindly Combina- 
tion of Heat and Humidity. Here, they are 
faturated with other fermenting or diluting 
Juices ; and are kneaded, as it were, by the 
Motion of the Stomach, and Compreffion of 
the neighbouring Parts. So that every the 
minuteft Fragment is feparated ; the Whole 
is reduced to a T^enuity^ abundantly finer than 
the exacleft Grinding could efFefl j and all is 
worked up into the fmootheft, moft nicely 
mixed Pulp imaginable. — From hence it is dif- 
lodged, by a gently a6ling Force ; and paflcs, 
by a gradual Tranfition,. into the Cavity of 
the Inteftines. 

Near 

* "Which IS quite contrarjXo the Occonomy of the Gullet; 
thoujh the. are not only contiguous to each pthcTji but a 
Cuutiiiudiion of ih^famg Tube. 
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' Near the Entrance, punctual as a Porter in 
his Lodge, waits the Gall-bladder * ; ready to 
transfufe its acrimonious, but lalutary Juices, 
on the advancing Aliment. Which dijfohe its 
remaining Vifcidities ; fcour the PafFage of the 
Inteftines ; and keep all its line Apertures clear. 
— ^This Bag, as the Stomach fills, is elevated 
by the Diftention ; as the Stomach empties, 
is proportionably depreffed. The former Pof- 
ture brings on a Difcharge, the latter occafions 
a Supprefllon, of the Bile. It is furniflied alfo 
with a Valve, of a very jxjculiar, but moft 
convenient Form -f- ; through which the de- 
terfive Liquid, cannot haftily |X)ur, but muft 
gently ooze.— Admirable Conftruftion ! Which, 
without any Care or Confcioufnefs of ours, 
prohibits an immoderate EfFufion, yet afcertains 
the needful Supply. 

Sufficiently charged with this adventitious 
Fluid, the nutritive Mafs purfues its Way 
through the Inteftines. Whofe wonderful Mean- 
ders, are incomparably more curious, than t!ie 
Mazes of the Dadalean Labyrinth. They are 
actuated with a worm-like or undulatorv Mo- 
tion X y which protrudes the received Aliment, 

and 

♦ The Gall-bladder Is fituate upon the lower Mirg'n of 
the Liver; and to fccrete the bi/ious Juice , is fuppofed to be 
the principal Ufc of that largelt of Glands. 

+ A fpiral Form. 

i Stilcd vermicular or periflaltic. 
N 3 
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and forces its fine milky Particles into the 
LaSieal Vejfels. Thpfe are a Series of the moft 
delicate Strainers ; ranged, in countlefs Multi- 
tudes, all along the Sides of the winding Paf^ 
fage. Each fo nicely framed, as to admit the 
nutrimental balmy Juices, and rejeft the grofs 
excrementitious Dregs. — Had this alimentary 
Tube hctn Jirait grjhorf^ the Food might have 
gone through it, without refigning a fufficient 
Quantity of its nouriftiing Particles. There- 
fore, it is artfully convolved, and greatly ex- 
tended J to aflford Nature an Opportunity, of 
Jifting more thoroughly whatever paffes, and 
of detaining whatever may ferve her Purpofes, 
— Left fuch Lengths of Entrails, fhould be 
intangled among themfelves, or be cumbrous 
to the Wearer, they are packed into the neateft 
Folds, and lie within a narrow Compafs. They 
are at leaft fix Times longer *, than the Body 
that contains them. Yet are they lodged^ not 
crouded; in a Part, not in the wbo/e Region, 
of the lower Belly. And amidft this fmall 
Space, have fufficient Room to execute the niceft 
and moft important Fundlions. — Though the 
alimentary Subftance can never m^ftake its 

Way i 

* According to this Calculation, they muft mcafurc, in a 
prettA' tall Man, more than thirty-ftx teet. — The Subftanc^ 
of the Bowels, though thin to a Delicacy, \^ Jirong to s| 
Wonder. The Skin of an Ox-gut, I am told, will endure 
the Blows of the Gold-beater'8 Hammer, for many Months, 
nay for fcveral Years, 
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Way ; yet it may, through fome accidental 
Impediment^ attempt to return backward. In 
this Cafe, a Valve intervenes ; and renders, 
what would be extremely pernicious, ahiioft 
always impraflicable. — As the Whole proceeds 
in this ferpentine Courfe, it is perpetually fend- 
ing off Detachments of nutritious Juices. In 
confequence of which, it would lofe its foft 
Temperature j might become rugged, and pain 
the tender Parts ; perhaps, be hindered from 
Aiding on to its final Exit, To prevent fuch 
an ObftrufSlion, Glands are pofted in proper 
Places *, and difcharge a lubricating Fluid ; 
which aids the Progrefs of the Mafs, and 
renews the Secretion of the Chyle. Till all 
that remains of the One, is clean drawn off; 
and the Other — But here You muft exciife 
me ; and for my Negledl of farther Particula- 
rity, your Author Ihall make an Apology; 
Sluemadmodum autem Reliquiae Cibi depellantur^ 
turn ajlringentibus fe Intejlinis^ turn relaxa?2tibus^ 

hau'd 

* In the Bowels, diat lie neareft the Stomach, thefe Glands 
ZTz fmallir or fewer : becaufe, in thofe Paits, the Aliment js 
copioufly fumi(hed with Moifture. Whereas, in the Bowels, 
which arc more remote from the Stomach, and receive the 
Food drained of a confiderable Quantity of its Chyle, the 
lubricating Glands arc cither multiplied or inlarged. A mott 
admirable ProvifionI Apparently diverhfied, according to 
the feveral Chanees of the Aliment j yet cxa<Slly adapted t:^ 
ihe Exigencies of the Animal. 

N 4 
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baud fane difficile diSlu ejl : fed tamen pratereun^ 
dum cfiy ne quid habeat Injucunditatis Oratio *. 

The Chyle^ drawn off by all the fecretory 
Orifices, is carried along Millions of the fineft -f* 
Du6ls, and lodged in ieveral commodious Cells %* 
As a Traveler, by baiting upon the Road, and 
taking proper Refrefhment, is better qualified 
to purfue his Journey : fb the Chyle, divert- 
ing to thofe little Inns, is mixed with a thin, 
diluting Lymphy which renders it more apt to 
flow, and more fit for Ufe. — ^From hence it 
is conveyed to one common Receptacle || ; and 
mounting through a perpendicular Tube, in-^ 
flils itfelf into the left fubclavian Vein. This 
perpendicular Tiube^ not having fufficient Force 
of its own, borrows Affiftance from its Neigh- 
bour. 

* Cicero Dc Nat, Dcor. — As Theron avoids meddling with 
a S jbjcct, that is become ufelefs and putrefcent, I think my- 
fclf obliged to imitate his Delicacy. Only I would add one 
Remark in the Notes, and ftiall beg leave to exprefs it in 
Gt\ck. That if it (hould prove, in any Degree, difguftful ; 
it may have, at Icaft, the negative Merit, not to offend many 
Readers. T.Trti h tx a7rq)(^ccpiivlx Sv(rytp7\, ayrtr^s^i th; t» 
Twv cyfia? Yi (pvc*;, xai airvJiyxsy rt ouvoHov ZTfotruloclu xtto 
Ti'v a,i^r,cici)v, Socrat, A4emorab, 

t Fine indeed ! Since their Orifices^ through which they 
admit the Chyle, are n'»t difcoverablc even by the very beji 
Microfccpes, To this prodigioiifly nice Conftrufture it is 
owing, that nothing enters the Subftance of the Blood, but 
what is fmaller than the fmallcft Arteries in the Syftem : and 
thereby fitted to pafs through the fineft capillary Vefl'els, with- 
out caufing any Obftrudtion. 

X The Glands of the Mefcnterv. 

II Tiie Receptaculum Chyli j a Rcfcrvoir, placed near the 
kit Kidney. 
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bour. It is laid contiguous to the great Ar- 
• tery ; whofe ftrong Pulfation drives on the 
Fluid, which might otherwife ftagnate; en- 
ables it to overcome the fteep Afcent, and un- 
load its precious Treafure at the very Door of 
the Heart. 

The Bloody through every Stage of its ample 
Circuit, ^having fuflained great Expences ; be- 
ing laid under Contribution, by every Gland 
in the whol© Syftem ; and having fupplied 
Myriads of the capillary Veflels, with Matter 
for infenfible Perfpiration ; muft be very much 
impoverifhed. But is moft opportunely re- 
cruited, by this Acceflion of Chyle. — Yet 
though recruited^ it is not refined. In its pre- 
fent crude State, it is abfolutely unqualified to 
perform the vital Tour, or cany on the ani- 
mal Fundlions. Therefore, by a grand Ap- 
paratus of mufcular Fibres, it is wafted mto 
the Lungs > and pours a thoufand, thoufand 
Rills into either Lobe. — In the Cells, the 
fpongy Cells of this amazing Laboratory ^ it im- 
bibes the Influences of the external Air ; its 
heterogeneous Parts are thoroughly incorpo- 
rated ; and its whole Subflance is made cool, 
fmooth, and florid. — Thus improved, thus ex- 
alted, it is tranfmitted to the left Ventricle of 
the H E A R T J a ftrong^ aStive^ indefatigable * 

Mufcle ; 

* Indefatigahle — This is a very dijiinguljhingy and no lefe 
amazirrg Property of the Heart. The large Mufcles of the 
^rm, or the much larger of the Thigh^ are foon we^xied. 

A 



ao2 D I A L O G U E XII. 

Mufcle I placed in the very Center of the Syfl 
tern. Impelled by this beating Engine, Part 
fhoots upward ; and fwceps, with a bound- 
ing Impetus, into the Head. There, it im- 
pregnates the prolific Fields of the Brain j and 
forms thofe fuki/e fpirituous Dews *, which 
impart Senfe to every Nerve, and communi- 
cate Motion to every Limb. Part flows down- 
ward ; rolls the reeking Current through all 
the lower Quarters ; and difpenfes the nutri- 
mental Stores, even to the meaneft Member, 
and the minuteft Veflel. 

Obferve, how the flately Thames ^ and the ra- 
pid Rhine y refrefli the Forefls and the Groves; 
water the Towns, that croud theu* Banks; 
and make the Meadows they interfeft, laugh 
and fingt So, only with an incomparable 

richer 

A Day's Labour, or a Day's Journey, will exhauft their 
Strength. But the Mufcle, which coniUtutes the Heart, toils 
through whole Weeks, whole Months, whole Years, and 
never becomes weary. Is equally a Stranger to Intermijpm 
and Fatigue, 

♦ Thefe are, what We call, The animal Spirits i and it is 

fenerally fuppofed, that Scnfation is caufiyi, by the undulatory 
lotion of this nervous Fluid. — Though fome imagine, it 
is performed by the vibratory Motion of the Nerves them- 
felves.— Others' think, that neither of thefc Opinions will 
comport, with the Texture of thofe fine Tubes, or with 
the Nature of the Fluid they contain. — ^It is, I believe, one 
of thofe Myjierits in tlie material World, which mgy recon- 
cile thinking and unprejudiced Minds, to the Myfteries of the 
Chrijllan Revelation. Why flioyld any One wonder, to 
find fome Doctrines in the Bible, that furpaft the Reach 
of human Underftanding ; when there are fo many Openi* 
tions in the Body, confefledly and gbfolutdy inexjMicaUe \f 

Ibc mod acute Anatginift \ 



DIALOGUE XII. 203 

richer Fluid, and with infinitely more numerout 
Streams, this human River laves the feveral 
Regions of the Body. Transfufmg Vigour, 
?nd propagating Health, through the Whole. 

But, how fhall a Stream, divided into My- 
riads of Channels, and pervading innumer- 
able Trafts, how fhall this be brought back 
again to its Source ? Should any Portion, like 
your Lake-Waters after a Land-Flood, deviate 
from their Courfe, or be unable to return— 
Putrefaftion would take place — A Nuifance 
would arife — Death might enfue. Therefore, 
the all-wife CREATOR has conneaed the 
Extremity of the x^rteries, with the Beginning 
of the Veins. So that the fame Force, which 
darts the crimfon Wave through the former, 
drives it through the latter. Thus it is recon- 
du6led, without the leaft Extravafation, to 
the great falient Ciftern f. There played off 
afrefh, it renews and perpetuates the vital 
Fun6lions. 

Where two oppojite Currents would be in 
Danger of clafliing, a fibrous Excrefcence in-r 

terpofes j 

* Solomon makes ufc of this Similitude — Or ever the Pitcher 
hi broken at the Fountain ; or the Wheel broken at the Cijiern. 
The two Ventricles of the Heart, replenifhed with Blood, 
are fitly reprefented by a Cijiern j and the contraSIile Force 
of their Fibres, adls hke the Water-wheel in Hydraulics. — 
The Pitcher y which receives the Water at the Spring- head, 
^d conveys it away for the Owner's Service, may probably 
lignify the Aorta^^ and the pulmonary Artery ; whofe Funct 
lions carrcfpond with the Ulcs of fuch a Veflcl. Ecdef. xii. 6, 
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tci-pofes * ; which, like a projefting Pier, 
breaks the Stroke of each, and throws both 
into their proper Receptacle. — Where the 
Wafture is to be fpeedy^ the Channels either 
forbear to wind in their Courfe -f-, or to leflen 
in their Dimenfions X- When the Progrefs is 
to be retarded^ the Tubes are twined into va- 
rious Convolutions II, or their Diameter is con- 
trafted into a narrower Size. — Modeled by 
thefe judicious Rules ; guarded by thefe wdfe 
Precautions ; the living Flood never difcon- 
tinues its interchangeable Tide : but, Night 
and Day, whether We fleep or wake, ftill per- 
feveres to fally brijkly through the Arteries, 
and return foftly through the Veins. 

Such aftonilhing Expedients are ufed, to 
elaborate the Chyle — to blend it with the Blood 
— and to diftribute both through the Body ! 
By means of which, the animal Conftitution 
is maintained. In Youth, its Bulk is increafed ; 
in Age, its Decays are repaired ; and it is kept 
in tenantable Condition for the Soul, during 
the Space of feventy or eighty Years. 

Thefe are a few, and but a very few In- 
ftances of that Contrivance, Regularity, and 

Beauty, 

* In the Point, where the Streams, from the Vena cava 
and Fend afccndcm^ coincide. 

f In the great Artery, that defcends to the Feet. 

\ In every Interval, between all the Ramifications. 

g In the V eflels, that carry the Blood to the Brain ; that 
form the vifcous Secretions 3 and iiideed conlditute al) the 
Glands, 
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Beauty, which are obfervable in the human 
Frame. Attentive Inquirers difcover deeper 
Footfteps of Defign, and more refined Strokes 
of SkiU. Difcover them, not only in the 
grand and moft diftinguifhed Parts, but in 
every Limb, and in every Organ : I may ven- 
ture to add, in every Fibre that is extended, 
and in every Globule * that flows. 

AJp. What a various, but uniform Syflem, 
is the Body ! I fee the greateft Multiplicity of 
Parts, yet the moft perfedl Harmony fubfifts 
between them all. No one hinders, but each 
afiifts, the Operation of another ^ and all con- 
fpire to the Benefit and Prefervation of the 
Whole. — Moft j udicioufly has the great Apoftle 
touched this Subje6l ; and moft happily ap- 
plied it, to illuftrate the Reafonablcnefs, and 
inforce the Practice, both oi perfi)?ml ^nd fi)cial 
Duties, of private Content and public Con- 
cord -f-. 

7he Body, He obferves, is not one Member, 
but many. To each of which fome peculiar 
and needful Office is affigned. So that the 
Foot, though placed in tJie loweft Order, and 
deftin'd to fcrve on the very Ground, has no 

Reafon 

• The extreme Minutenefs of the Globules, which form 
the red Part of our Blood, is one Exemplification of this 
Remark. If, as Mr. Lewenhoeck computes, every Globuicw 
be 25000 times fmaller, than the fmallcft Grain of Sand* 

t See X Cor. }^ii. I2> &c. 
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Reafon to reckon itfelf a worthlefs Outcart f 
or to fay, Becaufe I am not the Headj I am not 
of the Body. Neither has the HeaJ^ in its ele- 
vated Situation and amidil its honourable 
Functions, any Caufe to defpife the inferior 
Limbs s or to fay, with Contempt and Self- 
fufficiency, I have no Need of Tou. — ^If there 
were no Feet, what would become of the loco- 
motive Faculty ? Or how could the Body 
convey itfelf from one Place to another ? If 
there were no Hands, what fhould we do for 
the Inftruments of Action ? Or how could the 
animal Frame be defended and accommodated ? 
— Nay, the Parts, which feem to be lefs honour^ 
abUy are neceffary. Even thofe, which form 
the Sediments, or throw off the Dregs, are of 
the laft Importance to Life and its Comforts. 
Should thofe be obflrucled in their Aftion, the 
moft raging Torment enfues ; fhould the Ob- 
ftruftion continue. Death is the inevitable 
Confequence. — By this wife Adjuftment, there 
is no Scbifm in tfje Body ; no feparate or inter- 
fering Ends are purfued by the Members ; but 
the Safety and Support of each are the one 
undivided Care of all. 

Thus fhould it be among Men, and among 

Chriflians ; in the Civil Community, and in 

the Catholic Church. There is in both a Sub- 

-^•■p^*«tf//o/f of Perfons, hut 2i Concatenation of In-^ 

f ^Igfts. £|U|duch Reafon^ a general Agree- 
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ment (hould take place, and a mutual Subfer- 
viency to each other's Welfare. — The Meaneft 
have no Caufe to be diflatisfied with their Con- 
dition J but to acquiefce in the unerring Dif- 
pofal of Providence, and chearfully contribute 
their Share to the common Good. — The Higheji 
fhould condefcend to Men of low Eftate ; and 
maintain a Regard to the Well-being of the 
Pooreft, as that which is intimately connefted 
with their own. — In a Word > each fhould feel 
a tender Concern for all ; rejoicing in their 
Happinefs, and ftudying to eftablifh it j fym- 
pathizing with their Miferies, and endeavour- 
ing to heal them. 

I am fure, my Tberon will be pleafed with 
this fine Comparifon, ufed by the Apoftle; 
and adapted to Purpofes, at once fo noble and 
fo benevolent. Efpecially, as it receives ad- 
ditional Propriety and Force from his own Ob- 
fervations. — But I have one more Inquiry to 
make. 

Your Syftem, though organized^ though in- 
dued with a Principle of Motion, and furnifhed 
with the Powers of Nutritiorty is (till deftitute 
of Senfe. — ^The Creation abounds with Objefts, 
fitted to yield the moft refined Entertainment. 
The Sun impurples the Robe of Morning, 
and Stars befpangle the Curtains of Night. 
Flowers of filver Whitenefs, and of golden 
Luftrc, enamel the Ground. Fruits of all ra- 
diant 
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diant Hues, and of every delicious Tafte, hang 
amiably dangling on the Boughs. 

Airs alfoy ^vernal AirSy 
Breathing the Smell of Field and Grove ^ attune 
The trembling Leaves. 

But We hear of no Capacities, formed for the 
Enjoyment of thefe various Delights. With- 
out which, the Breath of Fields muft lofe its 
reviving Fragrance ; the whifpering Grove 
muft degenerate into fullen Silence ; and Na- 
ture's Book of Knowledge, all fair and in- 
ftruftive, be no better than a vaft unmeaning 
Blank. 

"Ther. Therefore, the great CREATOR, 
profufely gracious to Mankind, has made Us 
a Prefent, an ineftimable Prefent of the Senfes. 
To be the Inlets of innumerable Pleafures, and 
the Means of adminiftering the moft valuable 
Advantages. 

High in the Head, bright and confpicuous 
as a Star in the Brow of Evening, is placed 
the Eye. In this elevated Situation, like a 
Centinel pofted in his Watch-tower, it com- 
mands the moft inlarged Profpefl. — Confift- 
ing only of fimple Fluids, inclofed in thin 
Tunicles, it conveys to our Apprehenfion all 
the Graces of blooming Nature, and all the 
Glories of the vifible Heavens. — How prodi- 
gioufly wonderful ! That an Image of the 

bugeji 
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bugefi Mountains, and a Tranfcript of the 
moft diverfified Landfchapes, (hall enter the 
fmall Circlet of the Pupil ! — How furprifingly 
artful ! That the Rays of Light, like an ini- 
mitable Pencil, fhould paint on the optic 
Nerves 3 paint in an Inftant of Time ; paint 
in their trueji Colours, and ^x^^S?^ Lineaments, 
every Species of external Objedls ! 

The Eye is fo tender, that a flight Accident, 
fcarcely perceived by fome other Parts of the 
Body, would be very injurious to its delicate 
Frame. It is guarded therefore with peculiar 
Care: with a Care, proportioned to its nice 
Texture, and extcnfive Ufefulnefs. It is w- 
trenched deep in the Head, and barricaded, on 
every Side, with a llrong Fortification of 
Bones. As the Incurfion of the fmallefl Fly 
would incommode the poliftied Surface, it is 
farther protefted by two fubftantial Curtains^ 
hung on a moft flender cartilaginous Rod. 
Which fecure it, not barely from Blows, and 
from any hurtful Attrition, but alfo from every 
troublefome Annoyance. In Sleep, when there 
is no Occafion to excrcife the Senfc, but an ab- 
folute Necefliity to guard the Organ, thefe Cur- 
tains fpontaneoujly clofe, and never fail to lie 
(hut. At any Time, they will^ together with 
a Motion, quick as the Alarm of Fear, I had 
almoft faid, quicker than Thought itfelf. At 
all Times, they are lined with an exticmely 

Vol. II. O fine 
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fine Sponge *, wet with its own native Dews. 
Which hibricate the Eye-ball ; oil, as it were, 
its Wheels ; and fit it for a Courfe of uncom- 
mon Aftivity. At the End of this fkinny 

Mantelet (if I may ufc the military Style) is 
planted a Range of briftly Pallifadoes -f. Which 
keep out the leaft Mote ; ward off even the 
ftraggling Atom i and moderate the otherwife 
too potent Impreflions of the Sun-beams:}:. 

The Brows are a kind of natural TenUhoufe^ 
thatched and arched with curious Wreaths of 
Hair. The Thatch is intended to divert the 
Sweat, from trickling into the Eyes, and of- 
fending them with its Brine. The Arches are 
fo finely coloured, and fo elegantly turned, 

that 

♦ The Glandula LachrymalU and its Dufls ; opening on 
the inner Part of the Eye-lid, and fecrcting the Fluid, which 
Hitron calls his Oil ; becaufe, it irrigates the Eyc-bsJl, and 
facilitates its Motion. 

t The Hairs, that arife upon the Extremities of tKe Eyc- 
la£h, grow only to a certain convenient Lfength, and never 
need cutting. — They are not flaccid and pendulous, like thofe 
of the Head ; hxxtjiif and elajficj like Briftles. The firft 
would have been troublefome, the laft are beneficial. — Add 
to this, that their Points fland out of the Way ; thofe of 
the upper Eye-lid being bent upwards, and rfiofe of the 
lower Jownwards. — So nice is Nature^ even in fuch fmall 
Matters ! 

' X l^he tender, the inceflfant, the more than fatherly Care, 
which the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY takes of his Peo- 
ple, is reprefcnted in Scripture by this extraordinary Provi- 
fion, made for the Security of the Eye. Which is one of 
the finejl Images, that Fancy can form ; and one of the 
moft confolatory Truths, that Faith can believe. He kepi Him 
as the Apple of his Eye. Deut. xxxii. lo. — He thai twcbtth T^u^ 
toucheth the Apple of his Bye. Zech, ii. 8. • 
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that they fet off the Whitenefs of the Fore- 
head, and beftow additional Grace on the 
whole Countenance. — ^Becaufe, in our waking 
Hours, there is almoft an inceflant Call for 
thofe little Orbs, they run upon, the fineft 
Cajlers*, rolling upwards or downwards, to 
the Right-hand or to the left ; with the utmoft 
Speed, and with equal Eafe. Which Circum- 
fiance, added to the Flexibility of the Neck, 
renders our two Eyes as ufeful, as if the whole 
Body, like the living Creatures in St. Johns 
Vifion, y/as full of Eyes before and behind''^. 

The Ear confifts of an outward Porch and ' 
inner Rooms, with Tools of the moft admir- 
able Contrivance and finifhed Workmanfhip. 
The Contrivance and the Workman/hip in- 
comparably nicer, than the Defigns of Talla^ 
dio^ or the Architc6lure of Solomon's Temple 5 
though the former were drawn from the mag- 
nificent Monuments of Rome^ though the lat- 
ter was built in the Tafte of Heaven. Yea j 
fo confummately nice is the Structure of this 
Organ, that GOD, the only Wife GOD, is 
not afhamed to be called its Artificer. He that 
planted the Ear '\^^ is to be found among the 

Titles of the exalted JEHOVAH. In one 

very remarkable Peculiarity, this minute Fa- 
bric refembles that facred Edifice, the Porch 

being 
• RiV. iv. 6. t Pfal. xciv. 9. 

O 2 
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being loftier * than any other Part of the 
Building. 

The Perch I call that femicircular Lodge, 
which ftands fomewhat prominent from the 

Head ; and is ^otfoft zm\ Jinking as Flefh, 

left it fhould abforb the Sound, rather than 
promote its Repercuflion ; not hard and Jiub^ 
bcrnzs Bone, left it Ihould occafion painful 
Inconveniencies, when We repofe Ourfelves 

on either Side but of a cartilaginous Sub- 

ftance, covered with a tight Expanfion of 
Membranes, and wrought into fmuous Cavi- 
ties. Which, like circling Hills, or furround- 
ing rocky Shores -f-, colleft the wandering Un- 
dulations of the Air; and tranfmit them, with 
a vigorous Impulfe, to the finely ftretched 
Membrane of the Tympanum J. — ^The Ave^ 
niiCy or narrow Entry, is fecured from the infi- 
nuating x\ttempts of little Infefts, by a M?- 
rafs ((hall I fay ?) of bitter and vifcous Matter : 

dif- 

* Compare i Kings \\, 2. vnxh 2 Cbron* iii. 4. 
t Alluding to thofc expreflivc Lines, where Echo feems 
to iive in the Sound, as well as in the Senfe 9 

Vocemque inclufa volutant 

Littoray pulfati Colics Clamtre refubant. Virg. 

% So called, becaufe it refcmbles a Drum^ both in Figure 
and Uie. Being a fine Skin, expanded upon a Circle of 
Bones, and over a polifhed reverberating Cavity. — It is af- 
fected by the Vibrations of the external Air, as the Cover- 
ing of the War-drum is by the Impreffions of the Stick.-— 
It is alfo furnifhed with Braces^ that ftrain or relax at plea- 
fure ; and accommodate its TenfiQn either to loud or lan- 
guid Sounds. 
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difguftful to their Tafte, and embarrafling to 
their Feet. — The Hammer and the Anvil; the 
Stirrup and the Drum ; the winding Laby- 
rinths*, and the founding Galleries s thefe, 
and other Pieces of Mechanifm, all inftru- 
mental to the Power of Hearing, are beyond 
Defcription curious. 

Amazingly nice muft be the Formation, 
and inconceivably exa6l the Tenfion, of the 
auditory Nerves : fince they correfpond with 
the fmalleft Tremors of the Atmoijphere, and 
eafily diftinguifli their mbft fubtile Variations. 
The ruder Blafts, perceivable by the whole 
external Body, have very little EfFetl upon 
thefe delicate Strings. Whereas, they are^ per- 
fe6t Unifons with thofe fine, thofe fignijicaiit 
Agitations of the Air, which the acuteft Touch 
is unable to difcern. Thefe living Chords, 
tuned by an ALMIGHTY HAND, and dif- 
fufed through the echoing Iflcs, and fonorous 
Cells — thefe receive the Imprcflions of Sound, 
and propagate them to the Brain. Thefe -f- 

give 

♦ Of this Kind is the auditory Tube ; intended to foftcn 
and qualify the ruftiing Sound. Left, if the Incurfion were 
dircdt, it might be too impetuous, and injure the delicate 
Expanfe of the Tympanum. — While this is dcfigncd to 
moderate, the Concavities of the inner Stru£lure are pre- 
pared to heighten and invigorate the Sound, by calling in the 
auxiliary Force of an Echo. — Such Intentions, fo varying^ 
nay fo oppofite^ concur to form this admirable Organ ! 

t Elegantly ftyled, The Daughter i of Mufic. For this 
Phrafc may refer, as well to the Organs which diJJinguiJhy 

O 3 a& 
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give Exiftcnce to the Charms of Mufic, and 
reciprocate the rational Entertainments of 
Difcourfe. Thefe treat my Afpajio with the 
Melody of the Woodland Choirs, and afford 
me the fuperior Pleafure of my Friend's Con- 
verfation. 

The Eye perceives only the Objefts that are 
before it ; whereas, the Ear warns \Js of Tran- 
fadions, that pafs above Us, behind Us, all 

around Us, The Eye is ufelefs> amidft the 

Gloom of Night ; and cannot carry its Ob^ 
fcrvation, through the bolted Door, or the 
clofed Window-fhutter. But the Ear admits 
her Intelligence, through the darkejl Medium, 

and the minuteji Cranny. The Eye is upon 

Duty, only in our waking Hours \ but the 
Ear is always expanded, and always accef^ 
fible * : a Courier, that never tires : a Centiy, 

ever in his Box. To fecure a Refource, in 

cafe any Misfortune fhould difable one of the 

hear- 
as to thofc which y^nw, the harmonious Accents. EccUf, xii. 
4.— Methinks, I am always defirous to add any appofite Ex- 
preffion, or parallel Paflage from the Bible. As I find. 
Writers of Tafte and Politenefs are ftudious to embellifh 
their Woiks, with Quotations from the ClaJfUi. And I per- 
fuade myfclf, the Reader will allow me to gratify this fa- 
vourite Inclination. Becaufe, every Portion of that inefti- 
mable Bock, however minute, is like the Filings of Gold, 
or the Sparks of a Diamond. Is furc, when properly ap- 
plied, to add IVorth^ and impart Beauty, 

* Juditus autemfemper patit. Ejus enim Sen/us etiam dor^ 
mientes egemus. A quo^ turn Sonus eft acceptusj etiam e Sornno 
excutimur. Dc Nat. Peor, 
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hearing or feeing Organs, our all-gracious 
MAKER has given Us Duplicates of each. 

As there are tremulous Concuffions imprcflP- 
ed upon the Air, difcernable only by the In- 
ftruments of Hearing ; there are alfo odoriferous 
Particles, wafted by the fame aerial Vehicle, 

which are perceivable only by the SmelL 

The Noflrils are wide at the Bottom, that a 
large Quantity of Effluvia may enter ; narrow 
at the Top, that, when entered, they may clofe 
their Ranks, and adl with greater Vigour. — 
Fine, beyond all Imagination, are the Steams 
which exhale from fetid or fragrant Bodies. 
The very beft Microfcopes, that difcover thou- 
fands and tboufands of Animalcules in a Drop 
of putrificd Water, cannot bring one Indivi- 
dual, among all thefe evanefcent Legions, to 
our Sight. They fail, in numberlefs Squa- 
drons, clofe to our Eyes, clofe by our Ears j 
yet are fo amazingly attenuated, that they 
elude all our Search. Neverthelefs, fo judici- 
oufly * are the olfactory Nets laid, and fo art- 
fully their Mefhes fized, that they catch thefe 
vanifhing Fugitives. They catch the roaming 
Perfumes, that fly off from the opening Ho- 

neyfuckle \ 

♦ The Keennefs and Sagacity of this Scnfe, fumiflied the 
evangelical Prophet with a beautiful Metaphor, to difplay 
the Accuracy of the M£SSIAH's Judgment, and his uner*' 
ringly nice Difcernment in fpiritual Things, innn lite- 
rally rendered, fignifies ShaU make him tofmell: which is ac- 
commodated to our Language, and properly enough tran- 
flated) Shall maig Him of quick Underfaniing, li'ai. xi. 3. 

04 
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neyfuckle ; and take in the ftationed Sweets, 
that hover round the expanded Rofe. They 
imbibe all the balmy Fragrance of Spring, all 
the aromatic Exhalations of Autumn, and 
enable Us to banquet even on the invifible Dain- 
ties of Nature. 
Fumiftied with thefe feveral Organs, 

Not a Breeze 
i%Vj der the Meadow^ not a Cloud imbibes 
^be Jetting Suns Effulgence^ not a Strain 
From all the Tenants of the warbling Shade 
jifcendsy but whence our Senfes can partake 
Frcjh Pleafure^. 

Another Capacity for frequent Pleafure, our 
bountiful CREATOR has beftowed, in grant- 
ing Us the Powers of Tajle. By means of 
which, the Food that fupports our Body, feafls 
our Palate; firfl, treats Us with a pleafing 
Regale s then, diftributes its beneficial Recruits, 
—The Razor, whetted with Oil, becomes 
more exquifitely keen. The Saliva, flowing 
upon the Tongue, and moiftening its Nerves, 
quickens them into the livelieft A6ts of Senfa- 
tion. — This Senfe is circumftanced, in a Man- 
ner peculiarly benign and wife; fo as to be a 
{landing, though filent Plea for Temperance. 
Without recurring to the Vengeance of GOD, 
or the Terrors of eternal Judgment, it is a 

power- 

• Sec that very elegant PoeiD^ T*r Pkafuri$ of Imgi^^ 
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powerful Diffuafive from iiregular and exceC- 
iive Indulgencies. Becaufe, the Exercife of 
Sobriety, fets the fineft Edge on its Faculties ; 
and adds the moft poignant Relifli to its En- 
joyments. Whereas, Riot and Voluptuouf- 
litis pall the Appetite; blunt its Senfibility; 
and render the Gratifications, extremely lan- 
guid, if not perfeftly infipid. The Sight, 

the Smell, the Tafte are, not only fo many 
feparate Sources of Delight, but a joint Secu- 
rity to our Health. They are the vigilant and 
accurate Infpeftors, that examine our Food, 
and inquire into its Properties j whether it be 
pleafant or difagreeable ; wholefome or noxi- 
ous. For the Difcharge of this Ofiice, they 
are excellently qualified, and moft commodi- 
oufly lituate. So that nothing can gain Ad- 
miffion through the Mouth, till it has under- 
gone their Scrutiny, and obtained their Paflk 
port. 

To all thefc, as a moft neceflary and ad- 
vantageous Supplement, is added the Senle of 
Feeling. Which renders the whole Aflemblage 
complete. ^While other Senfes have a parti- 
cular Place of Refidence; this is difFufed 
throughout the nvhole Body. In the Palms of 
the Hands, on the Tips of the Fingers, and 
indeed through all the extreme Parts of the 
Flefti, it is moft quick and lively : as the ad- 
vanced Guards, or Scouts upon the Frontiers, 

are 
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are or ought to be peculiarly attentive and 
wakeful. ScQUts did I fay ? llie whole Army 
of Xerxesy drawn out in Batde array, with 
his Millions of fupernumerary Attendants*, 
were but like a few Gleaners ftraggling in the 
Field ; if compared, either in Nimiber or Or- 
der, with thofe nervous Detachments, which 
pervade thg Texture of the Skin, and minifter 

to the Kdi of Feeling- ^How happily is this 

Senie tempered between the two Extremes ! 
Neither fo acutCy as the Membranes of the 
Eye; nor fo ohtuje^ as the Callus of the Heel. 
The former would expofe Us to continual Pain ; 
render our Clothes galling, and the very Down 
oppreffive. The latter would quite benumb 
the Body, and almofl annihilate the Touch. 
——Nor this alone, but all the Senfes are ex- 
aftly adapted to their refpeftive Offices, and 
to the Exigencies of our prefent State. Were 
they Jlrained to a much higher Tcme, they 
would be Avenues of Anguifli. Were they 
relaxed into greater Infenfibility, they would 
be fo many ufelefs Encumbrances. 

Afp. How admirable and gracious is this 
Provifion, which the bleffed GOD has made, 
to accommodate Us with delighfiil Senfations, 
and inftruaive Ideas ! — ^Thc Tafte, the Touch, 

and 

* The Siddiers and Attendants of Xtrinsy amounted to 
iive Millions two hundred and eighty Thoufknd. Another 
Army, fo large and numerous, occurs not in all the Records 
of ffiftory* f7* Herod. Lib. Vn- 
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and the Smell, are fomewhat ftraitened in the 
Extent of their Operations. The Ear carries 
on a Correfpondence with a larger Circle of 
Obje6b. But the Sight moft amply fupplies, 
whatcvei- is wanting in all the other Senies. 
The Sight fpreads itfelf to ,an infinite Multi- 
tude of Bodies ; and brings within our No- 
tice Ibme of the remoteji Parts of the Uni- 

verfe. The Tafte, the Touch, the Smell, 

perceive nothing but what is brought to their 
very Doors. Whereas, the Eye extends its 
Obfervation, as far as the Orbit of Saturn i 
nay glances, and in an Inftant of Time, to 
the inconceivable Diftance of the Stars. The 
Compafs of the Earth, and the Immenlity of 
the Skies, are its unlimited Range. 

From this remarkable Variety, with regard 
to the Sphere and ASlivity of the Senfes, St. 
Paul forms one of the fineft, boldeft, and 
moft important Comparifons in the Worlds 
By this He illuftrates the Difference between 
the Wiidom, which is derived from the Word 
of divine Revelation ; and the Wiidom, which 
is acquired by Dint of human Application. 
— In his Oration to the Atbenians^ (peaking of 
their moft celebrated Sages, He fays ; Iffo be^ 
they might feel after, and find HIM^. In his 
Epiftle to the Hebrews^ fpeaking of the Man 
Mofesy our Author obferves j That He endured 

as 

* Jfis xvii. 27. Ei a^ y% Yi}Xa(^iio'{i»» ^7«»« 
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as feeing Him who is irroifible *. Writing to 
his Corinthian Converts, He adds, as a farther 
Heightening of the Contraft ; We all behold- 
ing with open Face the Glory of the LORD -^n — 
The Knowledge of the Philofopher^ is like that 
obfcure and fcanty Information, which is to 
be obtained by groping with the Hand, in a 
dark Night. The Knowledge of the Cbrijlian^ 
is like that copious Influx of clear and in- 
larged Ideas, which We receive by the Media- 
tion of the Eye, amidft the Shining of a 
bright Day. 

T^ulfyy We find, has, in the Book before 
Us, hit upon fome of the moft general and 
obvious Ufes, to which the feveral Parts of the 
human Body are adapted. Yet Yiavf fuperjicial 
and deficient appears his Penetration, when We 
take in the much deeper Difcoveries, and the 
much higher Improvements of our modern 
Philofophy ! Thus, and abundantly more de- 
feftive, is his Knowledge of moral Duties and 
divine Do6lrines ; when, compared with what 
is taught Us, in th^ plain Sermon on the Mount, 
and the unftudied Epiftles of the Jewijh Tent- 
maker. 

Therefore, though I would blefs the bene- 
ficent GOD, for the Miniftration of all the 
Senfes, and particularly for the noble Organs 
of Vifion : I would be more elpecially thank- 
ful 
* Hcb. xi. 27. t 2 C«r. iii, 18; 
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ful for that Light of the World, CHRISt 
JES US and his glorious Gofpel ; as well as , 
for th^tjpiritual Eye* ^ by which the One is 
underftood, and the Other feen — z lively Faitb. 
I would alfo long for that Place of beatific 
Enjoyment, where our Views of the adorable 
GODHEAD, and our Acquaintance with the 
fublimeft Truths, will as much tranfcend all 
our prefent Apprehenfions, as the moft in- 
lightened Saint exceeds the benighted Gentile. 

Tber. The crowning Gift — ^That which im- 
proves the Satisfadlion, and augments the be- 
neficial Effefts, accruing from all the Senfes, 
is Speech. — Speech makes me a Gainer, from 
the Eyes and Ears of other People ; from the 
Ideas they conceive, and the Obfervations they 
make. And what an admirable Inftrument, 
for articulating the Voice, and modifying it 
into Speech, is the Tongue ! — The Tongue has 
neither Bone nor Joint ; yet fafhions itfelf, 
with the utmoft Volubility, into every Shape 
and every Pofture, that can exprefs Sentiment, 
or conftitute Harmony. This little Collec- 
tion of mufcular Fibres, under the conduc- 
ing Skill of the CREATOR, is the Artificer 

of 

• Ziri^ xxiv. 45. Then opened He their UndefJfandingT^ 
that they might underjiand the Scriptures. A«i»»oiJfv is Ac 
Word ufed in this Place, and the Word ufed by the cvan- 
gehcal Hiftorian, when He relates that fupematural Ads 
which gave Sight to the Blind. 
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of our Words *• By this We communicate 
^the Secrets of the Breaft, and make our vety 
Hougbts audible* By this We inftruft the Ig-* 
norant, and comfort the Diftreflfed ; We glo- 
rify GOD, and edify each Other f*; the Aca- 
demic explains the abflrufen: Sciences, and 
the Ecclefiaftic preaches the everlafting GoipeL 
—This is likewife the Efficient of Mu/k. It 
18 foft as the Lute, or fhrill as the Trumpet ; 
it can warble as the Lyre, or refbund like the 
Organ. Connefting the facred Anthem with 
its tuneful Strains, We footh the Cares, and 
beguile the Toils of Life : We imitate the 
Angelic Choirs, and anticipate^ in fome De- 
gree, their celeftial Joys. — ^As the Tongue re* 
quires full Scope, and an cafy Play, it is lodg- 
ed 

* I am feiiGble, that the Glottis has a coididerable Share» 
m modulating the Sound, and forming the Yoke. But, as 
the Nature and Office of this moft curious Apertuirty are 
very little known by the Generality of People ; We choofe 
to follow the popular Opinion, fo neatly deli^tbed bf the 
Poct> 

Dsedala Unguay 
» Idtigm jiguratrix Verborunij Oplfexque Loquehe. 

Anti-Lucret. 

t The articulating Tongue is caIl6J Our Glory, Pfal. 
Ivii. 8. And fuch indeed it is, when devbted to thefit Pur- 
pofes. It is then a DiftinSion, not only of Man from 
the brutal Herd, but of the Righteous from the Congre- 
^tion of the Ungodly. It is then ISce Met Srlvir^ or as 
a Tree of Life, 

Who would not hUfs fo^ this the Gift of Spack, 
Jhd in the Tongm^s Beneficence be ricbf 
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ed in an ample Cavity ;' and furronndcd with 
Refervoirs of Spittle, always ready to diftil 
the lubricating Dews. It moves iinder a con- 
cave Roof, which ferves as a Sounding-board to 
the Voice ; giving it much the fame additional 
Vigour and Grace, as the Shell of a Violin 
adds to the Language of the Strings. 

Wife — ^wonderfully wife, and eminently gra- 
cious, is the Regulation both of Jpontanems 
and inwluntary Motion. Was this Regulation 
reverfed, what deplorable Inconveniencies would 
take place ; nay, what unavoidable Ruin would 
enfue ! — Deplorable Inconveniencies^ if the Dit- 
charges of the Bowels, or Evacuations of the 
Bladder, were quite independent on our Leave. 
Unavoidable Ruin^ if the Action of the Heart, 
required the Co-operation of our Thoughts j 
or the Bufmefs of Refpiration, waited for the 
Concurrence of our Will. 

The Will, in fome Cafes, has not ^o much 
as a fingle Vote. In others. She determines 
and commandsy like an abfolute Sovereign; nor 
is there a Monarch upon Earth fo punctually 
obeyed, as this Queen of the human Syftem. 
If She but intimate her Pleafure, the Spirits 
run, they fly, to execute her Orders ; to flxetch 
the Arm or clofe the Hand j to furrow the 
Brow with Frowns, or dimple the Cheek with 
Smiles. How eaJUyy as well as punStuaUy^ are 
thefe Orders carried into Execution ! To turn 

the 
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the Screw, or work the Lever, is laborious and 
wearifome. But We move the Vertebrae, with 
all their appendent Chambers ; We advance 
the Leg, with the whole incumbent Body ; 
We rife from our Seat ; We fpring from the 
Ground ; and, though much Force is exerted, 
though a very confiderable Weight is raifed, 
Wc meet with no Difficulty, We complain of 
no Fatigue. 

That all this fhould be efFefted, without 
any Toil, and by a bare ASi of the Will, is 
very furprifing. But that thefe Motions fhould 
be made, renewed, continued, even while We 
remain intirely ignorant of the Manner^ in 
which they are performed, is beyond meafure 
aftonifhing. — Who can play fo much as a^/?- 
gle Tune upon the Spinnet, without learning 
the Difference of the Keys, or ftudying the 
Rudiments of Mufic ? Impoffible ! Yet the 
Mind of Man touches every Spring of the hu- 
man Machine, with the moft mafterly Skill ; 
though She knows nothing at all, concerning 
the Nature of her Implements, or the Pro- 
cefs of her Operations. 

Put a German Flute into the Hand even of 
a fenfible Perfon : without a Mafter to in- 
ftru6l Him, He is at a lofs to make the 
Inftrument fpeak : much lefs is He able ta 
modulate the Sound, into a Variety of har- 
monious Notes. ^But We are felf-taugbt in 

" the 
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the Method oi formingy regulatings and vary-- 
ing the Voice. Naturally, and with unpre- 
meditated Fluency, We give it the languifh- 
ing Cadence of Sorrow, or the fprightly Airs 
of Joy ; the low faultering Accents of Fear, 
oi* the elevated Tone and rapid Sallies of Anger. 

The Eye of a Ruftic, who has no Notion 
of Optics, or any of its Laws, fhall lengthen 
zxAjhorten its Axis; dilate and contraB its Pu- 
pil, without the leaft Hefitation, and with the 
utmoft Propriety : adapting itfelf, with ma- 
thematical Exa6tnefs, to the particular Diftance 
of Obje£ls, and the different Degrees of Light. 
By which means, it performs fome of the moft 
curious Experiments in the improved Newto^ 
nian Philofophy, without the leaft Knowledge 
of the Science, or fo much as any ConfciouA 
nefs of its own Dexterity. 

Which fhall We moft admire? The Multi- 
tude of animated Organs; their finiflied Form, 
and their faultlefs Order ? — Or, the Power and 
Sway which tlie Soul exercifes over them ? Ten 
thoufand Reins put into her Hands ; yet fhe 
manages all, condu6ls all, without the leaft 
Perplexity or the leaft Irregularity : rather, 
with a Promptitude, a Confiftency, and a 
Speed, that nothing elfe can equal ! 

Upon the Whole — Great Reafon had Euri^ 
pides to call the human Body, 

Vol. H. P I be- 
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I bdicve, the preceding ObfeiTations will Ju- ' 
ftify Us, if We give a fiiUer Meaning to the 
Poet, and tranflate his Words— 7i6^ infinitely 
varied, and inimitably fine Worhnanjhif, of a 
great y fiipr erne y unerring jiRl'IST'. Or, as 
Firgil fpeaks, with a Pertinency and a Spirit, 
that epitomizes all I have faid, and exprefles 
all I would fay ; This bodily Struflure is in- 
deed — Non enarrabile Textum *. 

jljp. Wonderjiilly and fearfully are we made "f* / 
Made of fuch complicated Parts ; each fo nicely 
fafhioned, and all foexaftly arranged :{: ; every 
one executing fuch curious Funftions, and 
many of them operating in fo myfterious a 
Manner ; as may juftly render Us a Wonder to 
Ourfelves. — Since Health depends upon fuch a 
numerous Aifemblage of moving Organs : fince 
a fmgle Secretion flopped^ may deftroy the 
falutary Temperature of the Fluids ; or a fingle 
Wheel clogged, may put an End to the Mo- 
tion of the Solids : with what holy Fear^Jbould 
We pafs the Time of our Sojourning Here below || / 
Trufting, for continual P^efervation, not meer-. 

ly 

♦ That is, A Strufturc, not barely cone<a, or highly 
finiflied, but (as Theron has elfcwhcre expreffed it) beyond 
Defcription curious* 
. t iy^/w cxxxix. 14. 

% St. PauFs Language on the Subjeft is exceedingly beau- 
tiful and expreilive, Jlvvx^iAoXoy^fMi^ov xai <ru/M6i6»^o/utcvoir« 
Eph. iv. 16. Each Part moft exa^fly barmomzing with the 
Whole, and all conneSfed together with the utmoft Firmnefs. 
g I Pet. u I7» 
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ly on our own Care, but on that OMNIPO- 
TENT HAND, which formed the admirable 
Machine, fuperintends its Agency, and fup- 
ports its Being *. 

When We confider the extenfive Contri- 
vance, and delicate Mechanifm — ^What Plans 
of Geometry, have been laid ; what Opera- 
tions of Chemiftry, are performed 5 in a Word, 
what Miracles of Art and Elegance are exe- 
cuted J in order to fiimifti Us with the ne- 
ceflary Recruits, and the feveral Delights of 
Life — Is there not abundant Reafon to cry 
out, with the fame infpired Writer ; " How 
" dear are thy Counfeh unto me^ OGOD! Thy 
*' Counfels of creating Wifdom ! Thou haft 
" not been fparing, but even lavifh of thy 
" indulgent Defigns. Thou haft omitted no 
" Expedient, that might eftablifh myEafe; 
** inlarge my Comforts j and promote, yea 
" complete my bodily Happinefs 1*' And i9 
not this a moft indearing Obligation to glorify 
the blejjed GOD, with our Bodies^ as well as 
with our Spirits -j- ? 

Ther. Our Spirits ! Ay ; what is this Man- 
fion of Flefti, though fo cxquifitely wrought, 

com- 

* Agreeably to that philofophical Maxim, Creulk (^ C^n^ 
JiTvaiiQ eadtm eft ASfio : and to thofc fcriptural Acknowledg- 
ments, It is GOD, who hoUetb our Soul in Life ; He is thi 
Length of our Days j bis Fijitation frohngeth our Spirit* 
+ I Cor. vi. 20. 

Pa 
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compared with the noble and immortal Inha- 
bitant, which refides within ? 

-I'bat intellectual Being ; 



^ofe TbougbtSy which wander through Eter- 
nity * / 

This Confideration inclines me to think, 
that, if the Cajket be fo highly polifhed, the 
Jewel cannot be fo exceffively coarfe, as my 
jifpajids Doftrine of original Corruption fup- 
piofes. 

Jfp. I perceive your Aim, Theron. But muft 
beg Leave to decline all Overtures for a Dif- 
pute. If my Arguments have failed, your De- 
fcription has anfwered its End. — I cannot fufFer 
myfelf, at prefent, to be diverted to any other 
Topic. My Thoughts muft be kept free for 
this glorious Subjeft. I have fuch a ftrong 
Defire to recolleSl, retain^ and digeji what has 
been obferved, that even your Converfation 
will, at this Jun6lure, lofe its Relifh. Here 
therefore I put my Finger upon my Mouth, 
and put a Period to our Difcourfe. Unlefs 
You will permit me, before I retire, to make 
one Remark. — And let it not ftartle my Friend, 
if I venture to fay. That, amidft all his cu- 
rious Obfervations, He has forgot the principal 
Circumftance of Honour and Excellence^ which 
dignifies the human Body^ 

ther^ 
♦ Mkcfu 
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"Ther. I have omitted many fine and noble 
Properties, I confefs. But fure I have not for- 
got the principal and moft diftinguifliing* 
. Afp. You need not be difpleafed with Your- 
felf. It argues no Defeft in your Differtation. 
The Circumftance I have in my View, could 
never be difcovered, by following the differ- 
ing Knife. It is learnt, not from ChefelderCs 
Draughts, or the Tables of Albinus ; but from 
the Word of Revelation. What I mean, is 
This — ^The human Body was exalted to a 
moft intimate and perfonal Unioriy with the 
eternal SON of GOD. He who decorated 
the Heaven with Stars, and crowned the Stars 
with Luftre ; HE vouchfafed to be made Flejh *, 
and was found in Fajhion as a Man -f-. — ^Nay, 
this is, even now^ the Apparel of that divine 
and adorable PERSON. He is clothed with 
Limbs, and appears in the Drefs of Huma- 
nity, even at the Right-hand of GOD, and 
at the Head of all the Heavenly Hofts. 

What think You of another Prerogative, 
recorded in Scripture ? Tour Bodies are the 
"Temple of the HOLT GHOST X. They are 
the Shrine, in which the HIGH and HOLT 
ONEy that inbabiteth Eternity y vouchfafes to 
dwell. HE, who fitteth between the Cheru- 
bim, and walketh in the Circuit of the Skies, 

is 

♦ John i. 14. t Pl^t' "• 8. % I Cor. vi. 19. 

P3 
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is pleafed to fanftify thefe earthly Tenements 
for his own Habitation. And is not this a 
much grander Embellifhment, than all their 
matchlefs Contrivance and mafterly Work- 
manfhip ? Juft as the Rod that budded, and 
the Manna that was miraculoufly preferved ; 
the facred Oracle of Urim and Tbummimy and 
xht Cloud oi Glory covering the Mercy-Seat; 
were a much greater Diftinflion to Solomon's 
Temple, than the moft heightened ahd ftrik- 
ing Beauties of Architefture. 

Nor muft I negledt to mention the Dignity 
— ^the tranfcendent and amazing Dignity — 
which is referved for thefe Syftems of Flefh, 
at the RefurreSiion of the Juft. They will then 
be refined and improved, into the«noft perfcft 
State, and the moft beauteous Form. Sur- 
paffing whatever is refplendcnt and amiable in 
the moft ornamental Appearances of material 
Nature. They will be purer than the un- 
fpotted Firmament ; brighter than the Luftre 
of the Stars ; and, which exceeds all Parallel, 
which comprehends all Perfeftion, they will 
be made like unto CHRISTs glorious Body * 
Like that wonderfully glorious Body, which 
the blefled JESUS wears, in his celeftial King- 
dom, and on his triumphant Throne. 

When We add all thefe magnificent Feculia^ 
ritiesy which are revealed in Scripture, to all 

thofe 
• Phil. m. 21. 
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thofe inimitable NicetieSy which are difplayed 
by Anatomifts, what Thankfuhiefs, what Ad- 
miration, can equal fuch a Profiifion of Fa-* 
vours? *^ 

When all thy Mercies, O my GOD, 

My rifing SoulfurveySy 
I'ranjported with the View Tm lojl 

In Wonder y Love, and Praife ! 
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iHE Morning had been wet. At 
Noon the Rain ceafed. But the 
Heavens ftill continued gloomy* 
— Towards Evening, a gentle ea- 
ftern Gale fprung up ; which dif- 
(ipated the dead Calm, and cleared the Face 
of the Sky. — The Sun, that had been muffled 
in Clouds, dropped the Veil. Difengaged from 
the dufky Shroud, He fhone forth with pecu-^ 
liar Splendor. His Beams, endeared by their 
late Sufpenfion, were doubly welcome, and 
produced unufual Gaiety. 

At this Jun6lure, T*herm and Afpajio walked 
abroad. They walked alternately on the Ter- 
races ; one of which was oppofite to the Coun- 
try, the other contiguous to the Parterre. — 
Where the Gales, impregnated with \\it frejhefi 
Exhalations of Nature, breathed the Smell of 
Meads, and Heaths, and Groves. — Or elfe, 
fhaking the Clufters of Rofes^ and fweeping 

the 
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the Beds of Fragrance, they flung Balm and 
Odours through the Air. 

At a Diftance, were heard the Bleatings of 
the Flock, mingled with the Lowings of the 
milky Mothers. While more melodious Mur 
fic, warbled from the neighbouring Boughs, 
and Ipoke aloud the Joy of their feathered In- 
habitants. — And not only fpoke their Joy, but 
fpread an additional Charm over all the Land-- 
fchape. For, amidft fuch Strains of native 
Harmony, the breathing Perfumes fmell more 
fweet ; the ftreaming Rills (hine more clear; 
and the univerfal Pro(pe6l looks more gay. 

Then was experienced, what Milton fo de- 
licately defcribes ; 

If chance the radiant Sun witbfarewel Sweet 
Extend bis Evening Beamy the Fields revive j 
I'he Birds their Notes renew y and bleating Herds 
Alteji their Joy^ that Hill and Valley rings. 

They could not but obferve, with Wonder 
and Delight, the exquifite Beauty, and im- 
menfe Magnificence of Things. — They were 
ftruck with the deepeft Admiration of that 
ALMIGHTY MAJESTY; who hung the Sun 
in Vaults of Azure, and clothed his Orb with 
Robes of Luftre. Whofe Right-hand Jpannetb 
the Heavens *, andfiretcbetb them out as a I'ent^ 
for innumerable Creatures, Worlds, Syftems 

to 

^ Ifaiab xlviii. i j. 
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to dwell in *. — ^Charmed they were, at the 
Confideration of the CREATOR'S boundleft 
Beneficence. Who lifts up the Light of his 
Countenance, and Joy is (hed j who opens 
his munificent Hand, and Plenty is poured, 
throughout all the Regions of the Univerfe. 
Infomuch, that even inanimate Beings feem to 
(inile under a Senfe of the Blefllngs : and 
though they find not a Tongue to praife, yet 
fpeak their Acclamations by their gladdened 
Looks. 

n^er. How very different, Afpafio^ is this 
delightful Appearance of Things, from your 
ill-favoured Do6brine of original Guilt, and 
original Depravity ! Your Doftrine is a Con- 
tradiction to the Language of Nature. Na- 
ture fays, through all her Works, " That 
^' GOD is goody and Men are made to be 
•* happy'' Whereas, your Opinion would turn 
the whole World into a vaft Hofpital, and 
make every individual Perfon, a Leper or a 
Lazarus. 

AJp. I join with my TTyeron^ and with uni- 
verfal Nature, in bearing witneis to the Good- 
nc(s of our GOD. And nothing, I am pcr- 
fuaded, difplays it more, nothing manifefts it 
fo much, as the Doctrine of our FaU in Adam> 
comiefted with our Recmery in CHRIST^'^^ 

Only 
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Only in one Particular I am obliged to diflent* 
It is not my Opinion, that would makcy but 
the Sin of our Forefather that has made^ Ae 
whole World an Infirmary, and every indivi- 
dual Perfon a Leper. 

^er. At this Rate, You would croud into 
that^rjgk A61 of Difobedience, Evils more 
numerous, and more fatal, than the Plagues 
that were lodged in Pandoras Box, or the 
Troops that were flowed in the Trojan Horfc* 

jiff>. Far more numerous, and infinitely 
more pernicious. — ^The Fable of Pandoras Box 
feems to have been a Shred of the Do6lrine, 
picked up by the Heathen Wits, and fafhioned 
according to their fportive Fancy. This^ould, 
if there was any Occafion for fuch weak Affift- 
ance, bring in the Pagan Theology, as a fub- 
fidiary Evidence to our Caufe. — The Trojan 
Horfe poured Ruin upon a fingle City j but 
the primitive Tranfgreffion intailed Mifery up- 
on all Generations. 

Ther. You have advanced this heavy Charge 
pretty ftrenuoufly, I muft confefs. But with- 
out defccnding to Fafts, or appealing to Ex- 
perience. All the Inveftives are general and 
declamatory y none pointing and particular. 

AJp. It is eafy, my dear Friend, too eafy to 
draw up a particular Bill of Indiftment; and^ 
not only to^ci^tht Fafts, but to demonftrate 
the Charge. Experience^ fad Experience will 

fiirnifli 
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furnifh Us with a Cloud of Witnefles, and 
prove my Remonftrances to be more than In- 
veftiyes. 

Were we to diflefl human Nature, as, in 
our laft Converfation, You treated the animal 
Syftem, we fhould find the Leprofy of Cor- 
ruption, fpreading itfelf through our whole 
Frame. For which Reafon, it is ftyled, by 
an infpired Writer, " The* old Man */' — Old-, 
becaufe, in its Commencement, it was early 
as the Fall ; and, in its Communication to 
Individuals, is coeval with their Being* — Mani 
becaufe it has tainted the Body, infefted the 
Soul, and difordered the whole Perfon. 

St. Pauly defcribing a profligate Converfa- 
tion, IJ)eaks in this remarkable Manner ; fuU 
Jilling the Defires of the Fkjhy and of the Mind^f. 
By the Defires of the Flefh, He means thofe 
irregular Inclinations, which correfpond with 
the animal Part of our Frame. By the De- 
fires of the Mind, thofe evil Propenfities, which 
are more immediately feated in the intelkBual 
Faculties. And by both. He very flrongly ex- 
prefTcs the total Depravation of our Nature. 

^her. What You call evil PrffenfitieSy I am 
apt to think, are not really finful, but ap- 
pointed for the Tryal of oui' Virtue. — Nay, 
fince they are confefTedly natural^ they cannot 
*.be in themfelves evil. Becaufe^ upon this Sup- 

pofitioiv 
• Rm. vi. 6. t ^t^* »»• 3- 
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pofition, GOD, who is the Author of our 
Nature, would be the Author alfb of our Sin. 

Afp. Then You imagine, that Propenfities 
to Evil, are void of Guilt. This is the Popijh 
Notion, but neither the Mofaic nor the Apof^- 
/(?//VDo6lrine. — In the Law ofMofes it is writ- 
ten, 7'boujhalt not covet *. The divine Legis- 
lator prohibits, not only the iniquitous Prac- 
tice, but the evil Defire. — The Apoftle gives 
it in Charge to the ColoJJianSj Mortify your 
Members^ 'which are upon the Earth 5 Fomica-' 
tiony Unckannefsy inordinate AffeStion^ andy which 
is the Source of all, evil Concupifcence -f-. Now, 
can that be free from Guilt, which We are 
commanded to mortify ? Which, if not mor- 
tified, denominates Us Children of Difobe- 
dience, and fubje6ls Us to the Wrath % of 
GOD? 

Though thefe Propenfities are confefliedly 
natural, they may be evil notwithftanding. 
St. Paul oppofes what is natural, to what is 
Ipiritual. Inftead of commending it, as in- 
nocent ; He condemns it, as foolijh |[, bafe §, 
and criminal f • — ^Neither does this make the 
AUTHOR of our Nature, the Author of our 
Sin. But it proves, that our Nature has fuf- 
tained a deplorable Lofs : that it is quite dif- 
ferent from its original State : that, what is 

fpoken 

♦ Exod. XX. 17. t CoJ' "i. 5. X Col. iii. 6. 

I I Cor. ii. 14, § z PfU ii. iz. f Eph, ii. 3. 
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ipoken of the Ifraelitifi People, is applicable 
to the human Race j I planted Jbet a noble Vine^ 
v>bolly a right Seed: how then art Thou turned 
into the degenerate Plant of a grange Vine * ? 

However, let Us obfervc your Propofal : 
dwell no longer on general Hints, but dcfcend 
to a particular Examination. As our Exami- 
pation will chiefly refpeft the Soul^ let me in* 
quire. What are her principal Faculties ? 

J^her. The Underjlanding, the Will, and the 
jiffeSlims. Thcfe are the moft diftinguilbed 
Powers, which that Queen of the human Oe- 
conomy retains in her Service. — ^Thefe, Ukc 
the feveral Diftributions of fome ample River, 
jrun through the whole Man ; to quicken, fer- 
tilize, and enrich all his Converfation. — But 
You reprefent them bittery as the Waters of 
Mar ah I unwholefome, as the Streams of Jericho^ 
mxious, as the Pottage prepared for the Sons 
of the Prophets. 

-4^. Nor is this a Mifreprefentation. For, 
fuch they really aie ; till divine Grace, like 
Mofes's Wood f , like Elijbas Salt J, or the 
Meal II caft in by that holy Man of GOD, 
faeeten them, purify them, and render their 
Operations 72?/«/^2ry. 

The Underftanding claims our firft Regard. 
•—This, however qualified to ferve the Pur- 

pofes 

♦ Jer. ii. 21. f Exod. 3KV. 25. % % Kings ii. ai, 22. 
I a Kings iv. 4IV 
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pofes of civil Life, is unable to difcover the 
Truths, in which WiJUom confifts ; 01 to form 
the Tempers^ from which Happinefs flows. 

Let Us take our Specimen, not from the 
uncultivated Savages of Afric^ but from the 
politeft Nation mEurope. — The Grecians piqued 
themfelves on thek intellefhial Accomplifh- 
ments. They termed all the reft of Mankind 
Barbarians. Yet, even thefe Sons of Science, 
prof effing themfelves wife, were, in Faft, egre-^ 
gious Fools *. — Not to enumerate the fhocking 
Immoralities, which the Poets afcribed to their 
Deities. Not to infift up^n the grofs Idola- 
tries, which the common People pra6lifed in 
their Worfhip. Even their Philofopbers, the 
moft improved and penetrating Geniufes, were 
unacquainted with the very frjl Principle -j* 
of true Religion. Even they could not pro- 
nounce, with an unfaultering Tongue %, " That 
** GOD is ONE." 

Tber. 

* Ronu i. 22. 

t Thifirft of all the Commandments is, HeoTj Ifrad^ Tbi 
LORD our GOD is o^iE LORD', and Thou JkaU hrut 
the LORD ^ &c. From which it appears, that the Unity of 
the G O D H £ A D, is the Foundation of all the divine Com- 
mandments, and of all human Worfhip. 

X Unfauhering-^ToT though, in Plato*s Book of Laws, 
We meet with o Bt^ — t¥ 0«» — to» Of«v again and agata; 
yet He foon departs from this found Speech, smd relapfes into 
the Language of Idolatry. 

A learned and ingenious Friend, would fain have Socrates 
exempted from this Charge. — I wifli, I could gratify his be.* 
iievolent Temper, and fparo that amiable Philofopher. Bufi» 

however 
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^er. With regard to the Philofophers, the 
Prejudices of a wrong Education, might per- 
vert their Judgment ; or, in Compliance with 
the prevailing Mode, they might adopt Cuf- 
toms, and aflent to Notions, which they did 
not thoroughly approve. 

jifp. A poor Compliment this to their In- 
tegrity ! Had I been their Advocate, methinks, 
I would have given up the Sagacity of my 
Clients, rather than their Fidelity to die Caufe 
of GOD and Truth. 

With 

.however juftly He may cxprcfs Himfelfon fome Occafions, at 
other Times He wavers ; He evidently revolts ; and is moft 
pitiably inconfiftent with Himfelf. — Even in his excellent 
Conference with Ariftodemus^ where He argues admirably 
well for the Exiflence^ He cannot fteadily adhere to the Unity 
of the GODHEAD.— Nay; in his laft folemn Apology 
before his Judges, He publicly renounces the Truth ; declares, 
tfiat He worihipped thofe Gods, which were acknowledged 
by his Countrymen j worlhipped them, and no other ; on 
the fame Feftivals, at the fame Ait4r5, and in the fame 
(idolatrous) Manner. — No other: thefe are his Words, Ou1« 

?'Oif tywyt otvli A(^, xa^ Hpx?, xxi ruv <rvv tsIok Gfwv, vie 
u«v Tio-i xxivoig Aai/Aoo-tv, vie o/Mvu;, tUt ovQfAX^k>¥ aWw; 
9trtiav»fri((hiva, Socrat. Memor. L. I. c. i. Se^. ii, 24. 

Let none conclude, from this or any other Paflage, That 
Wc would confign over all the Heathens to Damnation. 
This is as far from our Intention, as it is foreign to the 
Argument. We are only like Witnefles, fummoned to give 
in our Evidence. From which it appears, that the very beft 
among the Gentilesy were ignorant of the true GOD j or, if 
ihey knew Him^ in any Degree, they glorified Him not as GOD i 
but became vain in their Imagination^ and vile in their Wor- 
ihip. — ff^ether they (hall obtain Mercy, or which of them 
jhall be ObjeiSls of divine Clemency, is \cft folefy to the De* 
termination of their fupreme, unerring, righteous JUDGE; 

— — Non noftrum eft tantas componere Lites. 
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With reference to t\it fupreme Goody they 
were equally at a lofs. — ^There's not one among 
all the inferior Creatures ; not even the crawl- 
ing Worm, or the buzzing Fly \ but perceives 
what is benejicialy and purfues it ; difcerns what 
is perniciousy and avoids it. The Caterpillar, 
. whofe Nourifhment is from one particular 
Species of Vegetables, never makes a wrong 
Application to another : never is alliired by 
the Fragrance of the Auricula, or dazzled by 
the Splendor of the Tulip j but conftantly 
diftinguifties, and as conftantly adheres to the 
Leaf, which affords her the proper Food. So 
fagacious are the meaneft Animals, with rela- 
tion to their refpeftive Happinefs ! While the 
moft celebrated of the Heathen Sages were, 
on a Subjeft of the very fame Import, mere 
Dotards. — Varro reckons up no Icfs than two 
hundred and eighty-eight different Opinions, 
concerning the true Good; and not one of 
them derives it from the true Source, I mean 
a Conformity to the ever-blefTed GOD, and 
an Enjoyment of his infinite Perfe6lions. 
. If, on thefe leading Points, they were fo er- 
roneous ; no Wonder, that they were bewil- 
dered in their other Refearches. 

T'her. We are not inquiring into the Cir- 
cumilances of this or that particular Nation i 
but into the State of Mankind in general. 

Vol. 11. ' Q_ ^. 
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Afp. Caft your Eye, Theroriy upon thofe 
Swallows. They fhoot themfelves, with fur- 
prifing Rapidity, through the Air. I fhould 
take them for fo many living Arrows, were it 
not for their fhifting, winding, wanton Mo- 
tions. — Are not thefe what You call Birds of 
Pqffagef 

Tber. Thefe, and fome other of the fea- 
thered Race, are our conftant Vilitants in Sum- 
mer ; but leave Us, at the Approach of Win- 
ter. As foon as the Weather becomes cold, 
they aifemble themfelves in a Body ; and con- 
cert Meafures, for their Departure. Who con- 
venes the Affembly — What Debates arife — Or 
bow they communicate the Refblution taken— 
I do not prefume to fay. This is certain, that 
not one of them diflodges, till the Affair is 
fettled, and the Proclamation has been pub- 
liftied. Not a fingle Loiterer is to be feen, 
when the Troops are preparing for their De- 
campment ; nor a fingle Straggler to be found, 
when they have once begun their March.—* 
Having finifhed their Journey through the 
Land, their Wings become a fort of Sails * ; 
and they launch, not into, but ov?r the Ocean. 
Without any Compafs^ to regulate their Courfe^ 
or any Charts to make Obfervations in their 
Voyage ; they arrive fafely at the defired Shore, 
jAnd what is ftill more extraordinary, they al- 
ways 

^ JRmgkjBarumk Yisf^ 
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w$y» find th? re44ieft Way, and the fhortgft 
Cut 

AJp^ The Stork in the ffeavens l^noweth her 
appoint 0d Times : an4 th? Turtle y and the Crane j 
and the SwallqnVy ahferve the Time of their Com- 
ing : but my People knw> not the Jiidgment of 
their GQD*. The young Onps of thofe Birds 
perceive, how abfolutely necieflary it is, to for- 
fake the Land of their Nativity, and travel in 
queft of mildef Qimes. — ]But our Offspring, 
even when their Minds begin to open, are hru-^ 
tijh in their Knowledge -f-. Born they are, and 
too long continue, like the wild Afss ColtX. 
Not only quite djeftitute of heavenly Wifdonij^ 
but ftupid to apprehend it, $nd averfe to re- 
ceive it. Asfoon as they are horn, they go ajlray^ 
and— T- 

Ther. Go afiray — To what is this owing, but 
to the had Examples they behold ? They catch 
the wayvsrard Habit, from the irregular Con- 
verfetxon of others. 

Afp. 

♦ Jer. viii. 7. + Jer. x. 14. 

X JobiK. 12. How keenly is ihis Comparifon pointed! 
— Like the Afshy an Animal remarkable for its Stupidity, 
even to a Proverb. — Jike the j1fs*s Colty which muft be ftill 
more ceregioufly ftypid than the Dam. — Like the wild AJd^ 
Colty which is not only blockifh, but ftuhhorn and refradoryi 
laeidier has v^ujible Qualities by Nature, nor will eafily re- 
ceive them by DifcipUnc. — The Image, in the Original, b 
jrct jmorc ftronzly touched. The comparative Particle like ^ 
IS not in thtjfebrewi hprnawild AJC% Colti or, asjkVc ' 
ibpuld f^Y in ^nglijh^ mfre V)il4^ &c. 

9.? 
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Afp. Is not this a Confirmation of my Point ? 
Why are they yielding Clay to each bad Im- 
predion ? Cafe^hardenad Steel to every edifying 
Application ? — From imitating unworthy Ex- 
amples, You can hardly with-hold them, by 
the tighteft Rein. But, if You would afFefl 
them with a Senfe of divine Things, or bring 
them acquainted with GOD their Maker, 
hine mufi be upon Line^ Line upon Line : Pre- 
cept rauji be upon Precept y Precept upon Precept : 
Here q little ^ and tbtre a little *. — ^What far- 
ther corroborates my Sentiment, is. That all 
thefe tender Toils of Erudition, are generally 
unwelcome ; are too often unfuccefsful ; nay, 
will always be inefFeftual, without the Con- 
currence of almighty Grace. 
. Befides, "Theron^ if this Propenfity to Evil 
be obfervable in all Children, it feems more 
than probable, that the unhappy Bias is de- 
rived from their Parents, rather than catched 
from their Neighbours; and owing, not to 

the 

* A great Critl^ has laid down the following Rule, to be 
cbferved in fine Writing 5 

'T;j not enough no Harjhnefs gives Offenciy 
The Sound mujl he an Echo to the Senfe. 

Pope'j Ejfay on Criticifm. 
Never was this delicate Maxim more nicely exemplified, than 
in the abovc-cited Paflage of Ifaiah, Chap, xxviii. 13. — 
Another Inftancc of the fame kind occurs in the fcventh 
Verfc. Where the Language feems to mimic the reelings 
Mraggling^ giddj Motions of a Drunkard: while it iterates 
and rcireratcs the Idea j exprefles the fame Thing, in a dif- 
ferent and (llll different Manner; with an apparent^ and^' 
in this Cafe, a fignificant Circumrmtm of Wo/ds, 
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the Influence of external Examples, but to a 
Principle of internal Corruption *. — ^Negleft 
the Education of Children, and You are Aire 
to have their Manners evil, their Lives un- 
profitable. Nay, only remit your Endeavours, 
and they lofe v^hat has been gained : they ftart 
afide, like a broken Bow. And wherefore 
this ? Why do they not, without the Rules 
of Difcipline or Leflbns of Inftrudtion,. fpon-- 
taneoujiy addift therafelves to the Exercife of 
every Virtue ? Juft as the Cygnets, in yonder 
Canal, fpontaneoufly take to the Element of 
Water, and the A61 of Swimming. 

That Bed, in the Garden before Us, will 
fuggefl: the Reafon. It has been digged and 
drefled, this very Day. It now lies fmooth 
and clean. Not a fmgle Weed appears on its 
Surface. Yet, how certainly will it, in a very 
little Time, produce a plenteous Growth of 
thofe vegetable Nuifances ? — ^Whence can this 
proceed ? No Hand will fow them. No Wifh 
will invite them. But the Seedsy though un- 
perceived by any Eye, are already there. Dif- 
feminated by the Winds, they have mixed 
themfelves with the Mould, and are funk into 
the Soil. — So, juft fo, it is with our Children. 

The 

♦ St. Paul confefles, that He and his Fellow-faints were, 
in their unconverted State, depraved : and this, not S^a, tih» 
igiF, by life Qi Exercife, but (pu<rfi, by Nature. Eph. ii. 3, 

0.3 ^ 
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The Seeds of Iniquity arc mtbin * Acm ; and, 
tinlefs proper Diligence be txertcd by Us^ un- 
lefs kind Afliftance be Vbudifafed from Above, 
they will affuredly fpring up ; over-run their 
Souls 5 and difhonour their Lives, 

Ther. Let Us leave the Children, and make 
Men the Subjeft of o\ir Inquiry. 

j^. In this Refpecl, ^Ixron^ 

Men are hut OAlAren f>fa hrger Growth. 

We may leave the Veft or Hahging-fleeve Coat, 
but We (haU ftill find the FoHies of the ChUd, 
>— In Toiahy what low Ambition, and Fond- 
nefs for defpicable Pleafui'es. — In Manhood^ 
what a keen Piirfuit of tranfitory Wealthy 
yet what a cold Inattention to GOD and Ho- 
linefs ! — Men, and Men too of the ^ealeft 
Abilities, whofe Penetration oh other Subjefts, 
is piercing as the Eagle's Sight, are, on the 
moft important Points, blind zs the ihcaverne^ 
Mole. 

7ber. What ! is the Underftanding like the 
moft dim-Jighted Animal, when lodged in her 

darkeH; 

• Whoever choofes to cxamihc (he Seeds, Afc p6ift)Tioa$ 
Seeds, that are lodged in this Nurjery Of all Evil^ may fee a 
Sample of them in our LORD's Dcfcription, Markviu 20, 
21, 22, 23. Where He charaSerizcs the Heart, not barely 
of the hypocritical Pharifee, or the abandoned Publican, but 
of Mankind in general. — After fuch an Authority, fhall I 
mention the Teltimony of Seneca? Wc arc allowed to dean 
the Grapes, when the Vintage is gathered. In fuch a View 
I would introduce the Phihfopber after the SAVIOUlR, 
Omnia in omnibus Fitia/unt ; fed non omnia in Singulis extant. 

DcBcncf. Lib.IV* 
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^keft Retirement ? That /iihJime Faculty of 
tbe Soul i v/hkh \m^ ber Eye to aU the r^ 
fits at ijbie Hekxf, and dke&s tjheir MoticHis I 

jijp. You remember, I prefume, that fceau- 
tiful PaiTage in Milton *$ which Mr. Addifon 
&> higMy admires, and ib judiciou^y illitftrates. 
The Paflage I mean, where the Arch-Angel 
Michael comes down, to advertife Adam of fti- 
ture Events, and to oxecute ^ Sentence ol 
divine JuiHce. 

T!ber^ I remember it perfe£i^y )wll. — :In tic 
Eaft, the great Lig^t of D»y lies under an 
Edipfe. In the Weft, a bright Cloud de- 
fends ; filled with a Hoft of iA^ngels, and 
more luminous fiian the $un itsfelf. I^e whole 
Theatre of Nature is daf^ened> that this glo- 
rious Machine may ;a{>pear in all its Magni* 
ficence and Beauty. — Frow this radial Cha- 
riot, the Potentate of Heaven alights ; and ad- 
vances, with a majeftic 5tatelinefs, to .meet 
Adam. 

A^p. Should You feefuch an auguft Perfon- 
age, alighting from foch a iplendid Chariot, 
and walking amidft the thronged Streets of ^, 
City? — Should You behold every One intent 
upon iiis jBufmefs or Diverfions ; ftruck with 
BO Anoe J paying no reverential Regard to this 
ccleftial Vifitant j what would You think ? 

7ber. 
♦ B. XI. 203, iic. 

a4 
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^hcr. I fhould certainly fufpeft, Thatfomc 
fuperior Power had drawn a Veil over their 
Sight, and hid this wonderful 'Speftacle from 
their View. 

Afp. Such is really the Cafe with all Man- 
kind by Nature, and with the Generality of 
People, during their whole Life. — GOD, the 
infinitely great GOD, is in every Place. Yet 
how Few advert to his Prefence ! — All Nature 
exhibits Him to their Senfes; yet, perhaps. 
He is not in any of their Thoughts. 

The Sun, clothed in tranfcendent Bright- 
nefs, moft illuftrioufly cjifplays his MAKER'S 
Glory. The Moon, though dreffed in fainter 
Beams, has Luftre enough to ihew Us the 
adorable DEITY, and his marvelous Perfec- 
tions. The Stars, fixed as they are at an un- 
meafurable Diftance, and lejfened almoft to a 
Point, come in with their Evidence, and mag- 
nify their CREATOR to a gazing but unaf- 
feded World. 

The Air whifpers his Clemency in the gentle, 
the refrefhing Gales of Spring. If We take 
no Notice of this foft perfuafive Addrefs, the 
Tone is elevated ; the Majefty of JEHOVAH 
founds aloudy in roaring Winds, and rending 
Storms. Yet both Expedients fail. Man is 
like the deaf Adder, that ftoppeth her Ears. 
He refufeth to hear the Voice of the Charmers, 
charm they never fo fweetly, never fo forcibly. 

Each 
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Each Flower, arrayed in Beauty, and breath- 
ing Perfume, courts our AfFeftions for its in- 
finitely amiable AUTHOR.— Not a Bird that 
warbles, nor a Brook that murmurs, but in- 
vites our Praife, or chides our Ingratitude.— 
All the Claffes of Fruits depofit their Attefta- 
tion on our Palates, yet feldom reach our 
Hearts. They give Us a Proof of the divine 
Benignity ; a Proof, as undeniable as it is pleat- 
ing, and too often as ineffeSlual alfo. 

In fhort ; the whole Creation is a kind of 
magnificent Embafly from its Almi^ty LORD ; 
deputed to proclaim his Excellencies^ and de- 
mand our Homage. Yet, who has not disre- 
garded the former, and with-held the latter ? 
— ^How Few walk, as feeing HIM that is in- 
vifible, or have Fellowfhip with the FATHER 
of Spirits ? Though, to walk before Him, is 
our higbejl Dignity ; and to have Fellowfhip 
with Him, is our only Felicity ? 

Jher. This is owing to Inattention^ rather 
than to any Inability in Man's Underftandihg. 
The many Works of Genius, which have been 
produced in various Ages, are. an abundant 
Proof of his intelleftual Capacity. — Have not 
the Seas been traverfed, and the Skies mea- 
fured ? Has not the Earth been difemboweled 
of her choiceft Treafures ; while her Surface 
is beautified with Towns, Cities, Palaces, in- 
numerable ?-r-What fine Arts are invented and 

exercifed j 
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exerciicd j and to what a Pitch of Pcrfe6iion 
are thtj carried ? Arts tiiat £bem, if not to 
exceed, at leaft to rivaJ Nature^ — It was the 
Underftanding, that formed all thefe great De« 
iigns. It was the UaderiSanding, that contrived 
the Aficanst and conduided the Execution^ — 
Axkl are not thde unqueftionaMe Evidences of 
l«r very fuperior Ahtiidesf 

jt^. Th^ &e is like fome great Emprefs, 
who conquei*s hdf the Worid, but is lanable 
to ruk Shfelf, Who extends iier Riqgulations 
into foreigff Clitnes^ while ho: domeftic A&irs 
SM involved in Confufion.-'-Do You doidit 
the Reality of this Remark ? Set Yourielf to 
ineditate uponthenraftinterefting Tnziii5« How 
dtjukoryj how incoherent are your Thoughts? — 
Charge them to be txik&tA, They dilbbejr 
your Orders.*-* Rally the undifciplmtd Va*- 
grants. Agam they dcfert iSoc Taik* — Exert 
all your Power, and keqi them clofe to liieir 
^Ufinei^. StiU they ehide your Endeavours. 

The other IDay,. I iCouUadt forbear iinHing 
At a little Adventure of your yomigeft SQn*«« 
Socne S^iciflver^ that happened to be ipih: 
^pon the Floor, fiarted intu jfewrai Globules, 
The fhiningBalk.looked!fi>prettiiy> belonged 
to maloe them hb own. fiutwhenSiedSered 
to take ihe'm up, they fiipt from His iiand. 
As often as he renewed liie Attempt, ib often 
He met with 4 jB tfa ppo xa tuwntt The^dofia: 

He 
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He ftrove to grafp them, die more fpeodily 
they efcaped from his Fingers. He feemed, 
at fiiD:, to be amazed ; thesi became quite an* 
gry, that iht litde Fugitives (hould fo con- 
ftafttly haffie his repeated Efforts> — Thus un- 
manageable I very often 6nd my own Thou^ts, 
if yotirs arc under no better Regimen, this 
ttiay convittce Us both, that all is not accDixU 
ing to the original CreaJioh. 

Wc ftpply Ourfelves to conveife with the 
everlafting GOD in Trayer. Here, One would 
Tsxpeft to have the TTioughts allCkarnefs, «nd 
dl Compofere. But Here Ifie ^e notjufficient 
of Ourfelves J fo think any ^hing m (f Ourfehes ♦. 
Ali thoie holy Ideas, which create fteveireiice, 
or ftrengthen Faith, or quicken Love, come 
fiom the FATHER of Lights. Should HE- 
withdraw His Influence, afl will be dull, «nd 
dark, and dead.— It may be. We are fotous 
what inlivened in this facred Exercife 5 befoK 
We are aware, perhaps in the very Midft <jf 
the fotemn Office, our Attention is 4iJipMed'y 
and not diflipated only, but fcattered to the 
^nds of the Earth. The G O D of all Gloiy 
isforfeken, and the Devotion paid to jRrnie' 
fenfekfs Foppery. AMalefa6lor, begging Ws 
Life at the Knees of his Sovereign 5 and dif-» 
continuing his Suit, in order to carefs a Ijop^ 
d^^ ovij^\xv{\i^?L Butterfly i is but a faint Image 

of 
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of the Vanity, that attends our devotional Ser- 
vices. — Reafon, which ought to correft thefe 
Irregularities, is treated like the incredulous 
Lord; who, inftead of controuling the unruly 
Multitude, was overborne by their Impetuo- 
fity, and trodden under Foot *. 

Since then the Reins are flxuck out of our 
Hands, and We have loft the Rule over our 
own Faculties ; furely. We are in a State dif- 
ferent, very different from our primitive Con- 
ftitution. 

Jber. However infenfible to refined Specula- 
tion, the Underftanding, when Interefi is in 
the Cafe, is apprehenfive enough. 

Afp. In temporal -f-, not in ipiritual Affairs. 
—Your younger Brother, ^beroriy is a Mer- 
chant. We will fuppofe Him at the Sea-lide ; 
within a fmall Diftance of the Veflel, on which 
a confiderable Part of his Subftance is em- 
barked. — ^We will fuppofe the Veffel in the 
utmoft Diftrefs i ready to founder with her 
Leaks, or to ftrike upon the Rocks. — If he 
difcovers no Sign of Concern ; calls in no 
Affiftance from the Countiy ; makes no Ef- 
fort to fave the Crew, ^nd fecure the Cargo ; 
would You not think him bereaved of his Un- 
derftanding, or deprived of his Sight f — Could 
You conceive a more favourable Opinion of 

bis 

♦ 2 Kings vn. 17. 
t Called therefore by the Apoftle, F/eJhfy fTtfdom^ and 
oppofed to the Gnice ofQODt ^ Cpr, L 12. 
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his Eyes or his Intelleft ? If, inftead of trprig 
every Method to prevent a Shipwreck, He fhould 
amufe Himfelf with picking Shells from the 
Ocean, or drawing F/j-wr^i on the Sand ? 

We, and every One of our Fellow-creatures, 
have an Intereft in Jeopardy, unfpeakably 
more precious, than all the rich Lading of a 
thoufand Fleets. Our Souls, our immortal 
Souls, are expofed, every Day, every Hour, 
to the Peril of everlajiing DeJiruSlion. Every 
Temptation is threatening to their endlefs 
Welfare, as a Ridge of craggy Rocks to a 
Ship that drives before the ftrongeft Gale.— 
Yet, how unconcerned are Mankind ? Where 
is their holy Fear ? Where their godly Jea- 
loufy ? Where their wakeful Circumfpeftion ? 
Rather, what ^gay Infenjibility is obfervable in 
their Behaviour ? Or elfe, what a lifelefs For-^ 
mality prevails in their Supplications ? Their 
Supplications to that ALMIGHTY BEING, 
who alone is able to fave and to deftroy.— . 
Was not the human Underftanding both 
darkened and benumbed. We fhould fee our 
Neighbours, We fhould feel Ourfelves awaken- 
ed, into rtiuch the fame earnefl Solicitude, as 
the Difciples exprefTed ; when, perceiving the 
Waves boiflrous, and their Bark finking, they 
cried; LORD! SaveUsf Weperijh! 

But alas ! in Things of an unfeen Nature, 
though of eternal Confequence, Interefty that 

habitual 
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habitual Darling of every Heart, lofes its en* 
gaging Influence. Nay ; when Eternity, all- 
important Eternity is at ftake, even Self^pre^ 
fervation is fcarce any longer a governing Prin- 
ciple. — ^What can be more deplorable ? And, 
if We admit not the Doftrine of original Cor- 
ruption, what fo unaccountable ? 

^ber. This, I muft confefs^, is true, with re- 
gard to the unthinking Rabble. To them may 
be accommodated the Remark of AuguftuSn 
Who, when he faw fomc foreign Females, 
carrying Apes in their Arms inftead of In- 
fants, faid to one of his Courtiers 5 " Have 
" the Women of thofe Countxies no Children^ 
" that they are fo fond of fuch delpicable 
" Animals?'* — ^The Vulgar are fb immerfed 
in fecular Cares, that One might indeed be 
tempted to aflc ; " Have thofc People no Souls ? 
" that Buying and Selling, Eating and Drink- 
" ing, cngrofs their whole Concern?" — ^But 
Perfons of Rank and Education, think in a 
more exalted Manner. 

jd/p. Do you then imagine, that an Eleva- 
tion of Circumftances fets the Affedlions on 
Things above ? Or, that it is the peculiar In-r 
felicity of the Vulgar ^ to grovel in their De- 
fires ? — Gold, I believe, is more likely to in- 
creafe, than to diflipate the Fog on the Mind, 
Abundance of Pofleffions, inftead of difengag- 
ing the Heart, faften it more infeparably to the 

Earth. 



DIALOGUE XIII. 255 

Earth. Even fuperior Attainments in Learn- 
ings if not fan^ified by Grace, ferve only to 
render the Owner fomewhat more refined in 
his Follies.— *But Comparifons> between the 
various Clafies of Mankind, are as ufelefs as 
they are invidious. None, in either Condi- 
lion, attend to the Things which make for 
their Peace, till they are awakened from their 
Lethargy, by the quickening SPIRIT of 
CHRIST. And even then We cannot but 
obferve evident Indications of much remain^ 
ing Blindnefs.. 

How apt are liich Perfons to miftake the 
Way of Salvation ? To place their own Works 
for a Foundation of Hope, inftcad of CHRIST' 
the Rock of Ages ? Thinking, by their own 
Performances to wiriy not feeking from unme-. 
rited Grace to receivcy the Inheritance of eter- 
nal Glory. Which is more abfurdly vain, than 
to offer Toys as an Equivalent for Thrones ; 
or to dream of purchafing Diadems with a 
Mite. — ^They are aUb prone to mifapprehend 
the Nature of Holinefs. Are zealous to re- 
gulate the external ConduA^ without attend- 
ing to the Renovation of Ae Heart : in out- 
ward Forms elaborate ; with relpedl to inward 
Sanftity, lefs if at all exaft. A Labour juft 
as prepoflerous, as to (km over the Surface of 
a Wound, while it feftcrs at the Bottom, and 
confumes the Bone. 

Gin: 
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Give me leave to alk, Theron ; When our 
LORD declares, Unlefs a Man be bom again. 
He cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven * : 
when He fpeaks of eating his Flejh^ and drink-- 
ing his Bloody : when You hear or read of 
Union with the blefled JESUSy or Communion 
with the mod high GOD: is there not a 
Cloud, if not total Darknefs, on your Mind:J:? 
— How erroneous was the Pfalmiji himfelf, in 
his Judgment concerning the divine Difpofals ? 
Sofoolijh was I and ignorant^ even as it were a 
Beajly or as the verieft Beaft before "Thee ||. — 
The Voice of Experience therefore will atteft, 
what the Word of Revelation has averred ; 
That the natural Many be his intelleftual Abi- 
lities ever fo pregnant, or ever fo improved, 

cannot 

♦ John iii. 3. f John vi. 54. 

X With regard to the Myfterics of CHRISTy the grcatcft 
Proficients are but Obtufe acuity Dull even in their Acutenefs. 
—What fays the wife Jgur f An invaluable Fragment of 
whofe Works, is preferved in the Book of Proverbs. Surely^ 
I am more hrutijh than any Many and have not the Underftand" 
ing of a Man : even though the following Verfes befpeak 
the very fingular Elevation and Extent of his Knowledge. 
Prov. XXX. 2. — Conformably to the Experience of this ex- 
cellent Man, I have always obferved, that the more inlightened 
People are, the more they lament their Ignorance ; the more 
they pant after a continual Progrds in heavenly Knowledge ; 
ana pray for clearer, ftill clearer Manifeftations of the in- 
comprenenfible GOD. 

H I queftion, whether ATpafio^s Tranflation comes fully 
up to the Emphafis of the Original. The comparative Par- 
ticle is omitted in the Hebrew. As (bftens and palliates the 
Matter. Therefore the Pfalnufty to cxprcfs the deepeft Senfe 
of his Ignorance, £13^5, IwasaBeafiy yea, the verieft Beaft^ 
DVOnS) P^^ni Ixxiii. 22. 
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tdnnot know the "things of the SPIRIT of GOD*: 
He has no Sight to difcern their Beauty; no 
Tafte to relifti their Sweetnefs. Nay, though 
they are the pureft Light, and the moft per- 
feft Wifdom, to Him they appear^ not only 
dark and obfcure, but even Foolijhnefs itfelf. 

Would this be the Cafe, if the Underftand- 
ing was not greatly depraved ? Should it be 
difficult for your Ear, to diftinguifh the Di- 
verfity of Sounds ; or for your Eye, to difcern 
the Variety of Colours j would You not con- 
clude, that the Organs were very much im^ 
paired ? 

Ther. I think, You have treated the Under- 
ftanding, as Zopyrus ferved his own Body -f-^ 
when he went over to the Enemy. — Do You 
intend to mangle the other Faculties, at the 
fame unmerciful Rate ? 

Afp. That Nobleman made the Wounds, 
which disfigured his Flefli. I have only probed 
the Sores, which were found in the Under- 
jftanding. If I have touched the Quick, and 
put the Patient to Pain, it is only to facilitate 
the Operation of Medicine, and make way 
for a Cure. — But permit me to a(k, Wherein 
does the Excellency of the human ^/7/confift? 

Jher. 

♦ 1 Ccr. ii. 14. 
f Sec RoUin'% Antitnt Hijl. Vgl. III. p. 46. 

Tot. n. R 
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Ther. In following the Guidance of Reafbn, 
and fubmitting to the Influence of proper Au- 
thority. 

Afp. The Will, I fear, reje£ls the Govern-^ 
ment of Reafon ; and it is undeniably certain, 
that it rebels againft the Authority of GOD. 

Caft your Eye upon that Team of HorfeSy 
with which yonder Countryman is ploughing 
his fallow Ground. No lefe than five of thofe 
robuft Animals are linked together, and yield 
their fubmiflive Necks to the Draught* They 
have more Strength than twenty Men, yet ai'e 
managed by a f^ngle Lad. They not only 
Hand in awe of the Lafh, but liften to the 
Voice of their Driver. They turn to the Right- 
hand or to the Left J they quicken theu' Pace, or 
Hop fliort in the Furrow ; at the bare Intima- 
tion of his.Pleafure. — Are JVe equally obedient 
to the Calls, to the Exhortations, the exprefs 
InJLinftions of our heavenly LORD? The 
bleffed JESUS fpoke at the Beginning, and 
the World was made. He fpeaks by his Pro- 
vidence, and the Univerfe is upheld. When 
He fhall fpeak at the laft Day, the Heavens 
will pafs away, and the Earth be diflblved. 
Yet He fpeaks to Us in his divine Word, and 
We turn a deaf Ear to his Addrefs. He fpeaks 
in tender f^xpoftulations, and no Melting of 
Heart enfues. He fpeaks in precious Promifes, 
and no ardent Defires are inkindled, — ^The 

WiU> 
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Will, which, in thefe Cafes, ought to be turned 
d5 fTai: to the Sea!, is unimprefled and inflex- 
ible as an iroh Siriew. 

7'iftr. The human Will is conftantly inclined 
ib preferve, accommodate, arid make its PoA 
Mot happy. Is not this the right Pofition, in 
which it fhould always ftand ? Or the moft 
defifable DireSHm^ that can be given to its 
Motions ? 

AJ^. I fhould be glad, if Faft bore witnefs 
to you¥ Affcrtion. But Faft, I apprehend, is 
oti the contrary Side. — I took notice, as we 
came Atohg, of foirte Ants bufily employed on 
a little tfillock. Have You made any Obfer- 
vatioiiis, Hberoriy on this reptile Community ? 

"fber. It is a little Republic *. They inhabit 
a Kind of oblong City, divided into various 
Streets. They are governed by Laws, and re- 
gulated by Politics, of their own. Their Ma- 
gazihes are commodioufly formed, and judi- 
ciourty guarded againfl: the Injuries of the 
Weather. Some are defended by an Aich 
made of Earth, arid cemented with a peculiar 
Sort of Glue. Some are covered with Rafters 
of flfender Wood, and thatched with Rufhes 
or Grafs. The Roof is always raifed with a 
double Slope, to turn away the Current of the 
Waters, and (hoot the Rain from their Store- 
houfes. They all befiir themfclves, with /;/- 

R 2 cejfant 
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cejfant Affiduity, while the Air is ferene 3 while 
the Roads are good j and Abundance of loofe 
Grain lies fcattered over the Fields. — ^By thefe 
Precautions, they live lecure, when Storms 
embroil the Sky; they want no Manner of 
Conveniency, even when Winter lays wafte 
the Plains. 

AJp. Do We improve, fo diligently, our pre- 
fent Opportunities ? This Life is the Seed-time 
of Eternity. Do We hufband the precious 
Moments, like Perfons fenfible of their un- 
fpeakable Importance? Senfible, that if We 
trifle and are indolent, they will be irrecover- 
ably gone, and We irretrievably ruined. 

Sicknefs, We know not how fbon, may in- 
vade Us, Pain may torment \5Sy and both may 
iffue in our final Diilblution. Are We duly 
aware of thefe awful Changes, and properly 
folicitous to put all in order for their Ap- 
proach ? — We walk (alarming Thought!) 
jpon the very Brink of Death, Refurre6tion> 
and Judgment. Do We walk like wife Vir^ 
gins^ with our Loins girt ; with our Lamps 
trimmed ; in a State of continual Readinefs^ 
for the HEAVENLY BRIDEGROOM'S Ad- 
vent? 

Thofe Ants have no Guide ^ Over/eery or Ruler ^ 
Tet they prepare their Meat in the Summer ^ and 
gather their Food in the Harveji ♦. We have 

? Prw^ vii. 7* 
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all thefe, yet negleft the Time of our Vifita- 
tion. — ^We have G O D's unerring Word, to 
guide Us } GOD's ever- watchful Eye, to over- 
fee Us 5 GOD*s fovereign Command, tb^jrtiR' 
and quicken Us. Notwithftanding all thefe 
Motives, is not the Speech of the Sluggard, 
the very Language of our Condu6l ? A little 
mote Sleep, a little more Slumber , a little more 
Folding of the Hands tojkep *. The moft fu- 
pine Indifference, where all poffible Diligence 
IS birt juft fufficient ! — This, You muft allow, 
is the true Character of Mankind in general. 
And does this demonftrate the ReSlitude of 
their Will. 

T!ber. The Underftanding may be faid to 
carry the Torch, the Will to hold the Balance, 
Now, the Perfeftion of a Balance confifts, in 
being fo nicely poifed, as to incline at the leafi 
touchy and preponderate with the Jlighteji 

Weight. 

* There is, if I miftake not, a very nice Gradation, in 
this Speech of the Slu^ard j fuch as rery naturally mimics the 
Manner of that lazy LJreature, — He pleads, firit, for fomc 
confiderable Degree of Indulgence, A little Sleep. — If that 
is too much to be granted. He craves fome fmaller Toleration 
of his Sloth ; J little Slumber. — If the Tafk-mafter ftill rings 
in his Ear, ftill goads his Side; one almoft fees hkn, rubbing 
his heavy Eyes, and yawning out his laft Requeft ; j1 Httk 
Folding of the Hands at leaft to lie downy 2DC^^ D^H^ p^H 
Prov. vi. 1 1. — When fuch is our Condu^ with regard to eter^ 
nal Interefts, how juftly may We apply that fpirited Expoftu- 
lation of the Poet } 

Tantamnc Rim tarn negligenterl 

R3 



262 DIALOGUE XIII. 

Weight. This Property belongs, without hU 
Pifpute, to the human Will. 

Afp. What ? If one of yoiir Scales fhould 
defcend to the Groimd, though charged, with 
Trifles, that are light as Air ? If the other 
fhould kick the Beam, though its Contents be 
weightier, than Talents of Gold ? — Is not this 
an exaft Reprefentation of our Will, when 
}^t fleeting Pleafures of Senfe, or Xhtpuny fo- 
terefts of Time, excite our Wifhes ; even while 
the folid Delights of Religion, and the im- 
menfely rich Treafures of Immortality, caix 
hardly obtain our Attention ? — However, kt 
Us quit the Metaphor, and examine Faft^ 
Suppofe, I make it appear, that, inft;ead of 
choofing the moft eligible Obje(5ls, the Will ' 
is fo deplorably vitiated, as to kath what is 
falutary, and he fond of what is banefuK 

Tber. If You prove this to be univerfajly. 
the Cafe, You wUl prove your favourite Point 
with a witnefs. 

Afp. When PROVIDENCE ispleafedto 
thwart our Meafures, or defeat our Endea- 
vours 5 to bring Us under the Cloud of Dis- 
grace, or lay upon Us the Rod of A^ftion ; 
how are We afFefted ? — ^Do We bow our Heads 
in bumble Refignation ? Do We open our 
Mouths in thankful Acknowledgments ? — Ob^ 
ferve the Waters in that elegattt octangular 
Bafon. They affimilate themfcfves, with the 

utmoft 
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trtmoft Readinefs, and with equal Exaftnefs^- 
to the Veflel that contains them. Sa would 
the human Will, if it were not extremely fro- 
ward and foolifli, conform itfelf to the divine: 
which is unerringly wife, iireproachably good, 
and, of all poffible Contingencies, incompa- 
rably the beft*. — Yet, how apt are We to 
fret with Difquietude ; and ftruggle imder 
affii(5live Diipenfations, as a wild Bull in a 
Net! 

I'ber. This is a very imperfeft Proof, Af- 
pafioy and correfponds only with Part of your 
Accufation. We may diflike what is whol- 
ibme, eipecially if it be unpalatable, yet not 
be fond of our Bane. 

Afp. Should You fee a Perfon, who thirfts 
after the putrid Lake, but difrelifhes the run- 
ning Fountain -, who longs for the impoifoned 
Berries of the Nightfhade, but abhors the de-^ 
licious Fruit of the Orchard, would You ap- 
plaud the Regularity of his Appetite ? — I don't 

wait 

♦ Tliis feems to be the Meaning of the Prophet,- 

OHK^^ p^'^vS m^^ ^V ^^^'- 7* Not — The Way of the 
jufth Uprightrufs — This is a Senfe, fcarccly confiftent with 
Humility ; and by no means proper, to introduce a devotional 
Addrcfs to the great JEHOVAH. Rather— GOD'i fFay h 
thejujl is Uprightnefs \ or, ftill more emphatically. Upright-- 
nej^i. Is in ^// Refpeds irreprovable, excellent, admirable ( 
fdited to his facred Attributes of Wifdom, Goodnefs, and 
Truth. Every Circumftance, however it may feem neglefled 
or irreeular to the carnal Eye, is ordered /« A^w/w^/r, 1v eighty 
and Meafure. 

R4 
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wait for your Anfwer. But I more than fu* 
jpe6l, this is a true Pifture of all unregene- 
rate People. How do they afFeft Drefs and 
external Ornament ; but are unwilling, rather 
than defirous, to be clothed with Humility ^y 
ox to put on CHRIST' f! Amufemerit will 
engage, Play animate, andDiverfion fire them : 
but as to the Worftiip of the living GOD, 

! what a Wearinefs is it % ! This is attended, 
if attended at all, with Languor, and a lift- 
lefs Infenfibility. Frothy Novels, and flatu- 
lent Wit, regale their Tafte j while the Mar- 
row and Fatnefs of the divine Word, are " as 
« their forrowful Meat ||." What is all this 
but to loath the Salutary, and long § for the 
Baneful ? 

• Let 

• I Pit. V. 5. + Rm. xiii. 14* X -^^'^ >• 13- 

II Job vi. 7, 

§ The Reader may fee this unhappy Contraft drawn \a 
the ftrongeft Colours, by the royal Preacher, and by the 
mourning Prophet. — Becauft I have calUd^ and Yc refufedj 

1 have /{retched out my Hand^ and no Man regarded : But ye 
have fet at nought all my Counjelj tf»// would none of my Re^ 
proof. What a Croud of Words ! Emphatically declaring 
the mod incorrigible Perverfenefs 5 which is Proof againft 
every Method of Reform?ition 5 againft all the Arts even of 
divine Perfuafion. Prov. i. 22, 23. — X^e Hofl of Heaven^ 
Xiihom they have loved, and whom they have ferved, and after 
%vhgm they have walked, and whom they have fought, and whom 
thev f)ave worfhipped. What a Heap of Exprcffions ! Sig- 
jiingantly ^efcribing that ipipetuous Ardoqr, which no Pro- 
hibitions can reftrain \ and that infatiable Avidity, which 
p^ver kpows when %o fay, ** It is enough.'* Jer. viii. 2. 

* If I beg Leave to adci another Example of this kind, it is 
^jcfl^ for die fake of clearing up an obfcure Paflage in the 

Pf<ilm% 



DIALOGUE XIII. 265 

Let me, from the fame Comparifon, pro- 
pofe one Queftion more; which may be ap- 
plicable both to the Will and to the Under- 
ftanding. — Should You hear of another Per- 
fon, the State of whofe Stomach was fo dif. 
pofed, that it turned the moft nourifhing Food 
into Phlegm ; and derived Matter of Difeafe^ 
from the moft fovereign Supports of Health ^ 
what would You think of his Conftitution ? 

Tber. I ihould certainly think it very much 
diftempered. 

AJp. Without the Grace of our LORD 
JESUS CHRISTy our Souls turn every Oc- 
currence into an Increafe of their finfiil De* 
pravity. Our very Table is a Snare ; and in- 
ftead of exciting Us to Gratitude, is a Pro- 
vocative tdf' Gluttony. — How difficult is it, 
when We flow in Plenty, not to be elated j 
when We are prefled with Poverty, not to re- 
pine ! — Have We Bufmefs in the World ? It 

cumbers 

P/alms ; which fecms to have been miftaken by the Authors 
of both our Verfions. — David^ to fet forth the barbarous 
Affiduity of his Perfecutors, fays 5 They wander up and ifownf 
They pry into every Corner j they fearch the City, and exa- 
mine the Country ; ^3ttS "°^ f^ ^^^^ 5 virhlch, in this 
Conneiftion, gives a very jejune Senfe, and quite foreign to 
the Subject : but to devour. To devour me the deftined 
Viftim of their Rage. And if they are not fathfiedy if they 
<:annot compafs their Defign by Day, '\Yy'\ they will grttdgef 
No ; but they will continue all Nighty in the Profecution qf 
' their Purpofe. Neither Cold nor Darknefs can retard them ; 
•^neither Hardlhips nor Dangers can divert them ; but their 
Attempts are as indefatifable^ as tbeir Malice is imflagabk^ 
fffdmlix. x6. 
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cumbers our Thoughts, or tempts Us to Ava 
rice. Have We no Bufinefs to manage ? We 
link into Sloth, and fettle on the Lees of Vo- 
luptuouihefs. — ^If our Schemes are profperous^ 
it is odds but they attach Us to the Interefts 
of Time. If they prove unfuccefsfiil. We too 
often are chagrined with the Difappointment, 
and fin againft Meeknefs. — Even the holy 
Commandment, inftead of reftraining Sin, or 
producing Obedience, irritates the inbred De- 
pravity; and renders it more reftlefs, more 
impetuous, more ungovernable^.— So that 
the Things icbicb Jbwld have hten for our WeU- 
fare (fo raging and very malignant is our 
Corruption!) are converted into an Occqfion 
cf falling. 

Tier. The Will is imder no NeceJJity of mis- 
employing her Powers. She is free to a6l in 
this Manner or in that. And, if a Spend- 
thrift, is not a Slave. 

-4^. Li Actions, that relate to the animal 
©economy, the Will is imqueftionably free. 
She can contraft the Forehead into a Frown, 
or expand it with a Smile. — ^In the ordinary 
Affairs of Life, She is under no Gontroul. 
We can undertake or decline a Journey, carry 
on or difcontinue an Employ, juft as Wo 
pjcalc^-~In the outward Afts of Religion aUb, 
the Will is her own Miftrefs. We can read 

the^ 
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the Word of GOD, or go to the Place of di- 
vine Worftup, without any extraordinary Aid 
from above. — ^But in Matters that are more 
intimately connefted with our Salvation, the 
Cafe is different. Hfere, as our Liturgy ex- 
preffes it, " We ^e ti^d and bound with the. 
V Chai^ of our Sins*" 

. Would You have a Peribn delight Himfetf 
ittthe LORD; take pleafure in Devotion j 
^ his Affeftiona on Things above ?tt-A11 thia 
is both hia Duty and his Happinefs. But aIa&^ 
I;^ Will is in the Conditioa of that diftreffeci 
\Voinan, who. was Bo/wed down with a Spirit of 
Jfyffirmity^ and: could in no wife lift up Herfelf\ 
Cor>ruption, like a flrong Bias» or rather like 
a. heavy Mountain, prefles down his. Mind. 
Neither can He (hake off^ the Propenfity, or 
ftruggle away from the Load; until Grace, 
ajmighty Grace, interpofes for his Releafe.--, 
Where the SPmH' of the LORD is, there and 
there alone is Liberty -f j that facred and glo^ 
ripus Liberty, which is not the common Pri-p- 
vilege of all Men, but the high Prerogative 
of the Children of GOD, 

Would You have a Perfon apply to the great 
REDEEMER : apply with a real Aidour of 
Defire ; like blind Bartimaus^ or the Syropba^ 
nician Mother ? — ^His Will is like the withered 

Aripi. 

f Luke 70^* lU '\ % Ckr. iii,. I3» 
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Arm : cannot ftretch forth itfelf to the all- 
gracious SAVIOUR : cannot hunger and thirft 
after his everlafting Righteoufnefs and infinite 
Merit: till the SAVIOUR Himfelf fpeaks 
Power into the infeehledy the perverted Faculty. 
— If You think otherwife ; try the Experi- 
ment. Perfuade Men to this neceflary Prac- 
tice. Urge the moft weighty Arguments : de- 
vife the moft pathetic Expoftulations : let Zeal 
fummon all her Force, and Rhetoric employ 
all her Art. Without being a Prophet, I dare 
venture to foretel the Iffue. Difappointments, 
repeated Difappointments, will convince You, 
that our divine MASTER knew what He faid. 
When He folemnly declared ; No Man can 
come to Me^ except the FAT! RE R^ which hatb 
fent mey draw Him ♦. — Our Church, in Con- 
formity to this and other Scriptures, has taught 
Us to pray ; "turn Thou Us, O good LORD, 
for nothing but thy omnipotent Agency is ca- 
pable of doing it ; andfojhall We be turned. 

Ther. Are We Slaves then ? Will Chrijlianity 
fend Us to feek our Brethren^ in the Mines or 
in the Gallies ? 

Afp. 

• John vi. 44. It is not faid, The FATHER drives^ but 
draws : not by violent, irrational, compuUive Means ; but 
by clear Convidion, fweet Perfuafion, and Inducements 
fuited to a reafonable Being. Thofe are die Cords oi a Beaft, 
thffe of a Man. So that We are not aded upon as Clock- 
work, or influenced as mere Machine$| bu( made willing in 
the Day of bis Power, PfaL ex. 3« 
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AJp. Chriftianity does not fend, hut Jin J Us 
there. There, or in a worfe Slavery *. — It 
is doubtlefs a mod abje6t State, to wear the 
Yoke, and truckle in Chains. Yet fuch, I 
apprehend, is the State of our Minds by Na- 
ture. To prove this. We need not go down 
to the loweft Ranks of Life. 7'beje, You 
might fay with the Prophet, are poor*, tbefe 
arefoolijh ; they have not known the Way of the 
LORD, nor the Judgment of their GOD. — I 
will get me therefore to the great Men -f-, and 
examine theix Difpofition. 

Have You not known Perfons of the greatefi: 
Intrepidity, and firmeft Refolution, hurried 
away by their Lufts, as " a rolling Thing bc- 
" forethe Whirlwind J?" Perhaps, they were 
hardy enough, with Scavola, to hold a Right- 
hand 

♦ St. Paul fays of Cbriftiansj and reckons Himfclf in the 
Number, that naturally they y^rvr^/ (not Jiaxo»»v7if, but J»- 
Xiuovlcf , were abfolute Slaves to) divers Lufts and PUafures. 
Tit, iii. 3. The whole Verfe is very remarkable^ and no- 
thing can be more appofite to Jfpajio's Purpofe. It fhews 
\3s. What They were by Nature, who through Grace were 
Jiving Images of the blefled GOD. 

This mortifying Doftrine is often acknowledged by our 
Church. Thus begins one of her public Supplications ; Al- 
mighty GOD, who alone canft order the unruly f Fills and Af- 
feffions of finful Man. It feems, We cannot determine our 
own Wills, nor regulate our own AfFeflions. What is this 
but Bondage? — And to whom can thefe Expreffions, isnt^X" 
f/Ltv^ VTTo my ajAxflixv, Sold under Sin ; vofAov ociv^o^tali- 
^•ilccj A Law bringing into Captivity ; tk /eac fv^tlon ; ffT?o 
fiall deliver me f To whom can thefe belong ? Not to GOD's 
freemen, but to the Devil's Vaflals. Rom. viii. 14,23, 24. 
f Jtr. y. 4, 5. % Jfai. xvii. 13. 
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hand in the Fire. Yet, were no more ablfc to 
withftand the wanton Allurements of Beauty, 
or the foft Sollicitations of Pleafure ; than the 
Moth can forbear fluttering about the Flame^ 
even though it finges her Wings, and is fcorch- 
ing her to death. — Others, poflefled of a re- 
fined Imagination, difdain the grofs Indul- 
gencies of Senfuality j yet are Slaves to their 
own domineering Pafiions. They are blown in- 
fo the moft intemperate Rage, and pu/hed on^ 
to the moft extravagant A6lions, by every 
little ruffling Accident. They fee the Mean^ 
nefsy which fuch an ungovemableSpirit argues : 
they feel the Mifery^ which fuch internal Tem- 
pejfts create : nay, they refolve to fupprefs the 
Impetuofity of their Temper : yet, are bore 
away by the Torrent 5 and, upon the very firft 
Provocation, are as furioufly refentful as ever. 
— *Will You call tbefe Perfons free^ becaufe 
their Taflc-mafters and theii* Tyrants are lodged 
within * ? Becaufe the Fetters are forged, not 
for the meaner, but for the immortal Part of 
their Nature ? 

7^. Let Us pafs to the AffeSlions. Thefe 
are to the Soul, what Wings are to the Eagle, 
or Sails to the Ship. Thefe always ftand ready 

to 



' Inordinate Dtfirei 



And upjiart Paffims catch the Govemmeni 
From Reafwt^ and to Servitudo redua 
Jdan^ tiUtb^nfreu Milt 
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to receive the Gales of Intcreft, and to fpring 
at the Signal of Reafon. 

AJ^. O! that they did! — But, if the Wings 
are dogged with Mire; if the Sails are dif- 
proportioned to the Ballail ; what Advantage 
will accrue, either to the Animal, or to the 
Veflel ?— The One will, probably, be ovor-fct 
in the Voyage ; the Other will lie groveling 
on the Ground. 

^ber. Dtfire feems to be the firft,. that 
** opens thb Mouth, or moves the Wing, or 
^ peeps * J' Defirc is aftive as a Flame, and 
ever in Purfuit of Happinefe. • 

Afp. What if your Flame, inftead of (hoot- 
ing upwards, fhould point its itroerted Spires 
to the Earth ? Would not this be ftrange, and 
a Sign of great Diforder ? — GOD is the Cen- 
ter of Perfeftion, and the Source of Felicity. 
All that is^amiable in itfelf, is comprehended 
ia GOD. All that is beneficial to Us, pro- 
ceeds from GOD. Do our Defires uniformly 
tmd to this fuper-excellent Being ? Do our 
Wiflies terminate in the Enjoyment of his ever- 
glorious Majefty ? Alas ! We are naturally 
eftranged from Him : We covet no Commu- 
nion with Him. We are wedded to Trifles, 
and dote upon Vanity; but to GOD we Jay — 
it is evidently the Language of our Condua— 

Depart 
• Ifaiab X. 14* 
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Depart from Us*, We dejire not the Knowledge of 
thy Ways *• 

If Defire is the Firft-born among the Af- 
fedtions, obferve it in Childien. There it ap- 
pears in its Dawn, and has moft of pure Na- 
ture. — See, how nimbly thofe Flies, exulting 
in the funny Gleam, vibrate their aftive •{* 
Wings. So prompt and expedite are the De- 
fires of Children to any corrupting Diverfion. 
— See^ how fluggifhly that Snail, crawling 
forth amidft the refrefhing Moifture; drags 
her flow Length along. So dull, if not re- 
lyftant, are the Diipofitions of our Children, 
to any improving Exercife. Rewards will 
hardly win them to the Latter; the Rod can 
hardly deter them from the Former. 

Is our Love under better Regulation ? — ^How 
eafily are We captivated with a fair Com- 
plexion and graceful Form ; efpecially, when 
fet off with the Decorations of Drels. But 
how little affefted with the Beauty of internal 
Charafter ; with the Ornaments of Virtue, 
and the Graces of Cbrijiianity ? Can it be fup- 
pofed, that the Pulfe of the Soul beats regu- 
larly; when there is fuch a pajjimate Fondnefs 

for 

• Job xxi. 14. 

+ The Wings of a Ffy are fuppofcd to have the ^ickeji 
Motion, of any material Subftance that lives. And if the/ 
make, asNaturalifts inform us, fome Hundreds of Vibra- 
tions in a Second of Time9 I thiok> thorc can be no Corn* 
petition in the Cafe. 
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for fading Embellifhments, and fuch a cold 
Indifference for the moft fubftantial Endow- 
ments ? — ^How ready are We to be enamoured 
with well-proportioned Clay j often to our ap- 
^ parent Prejudice i fometimes to our utter Ruin ! 
Yet how backward to love that infinitely lov- 
ing and lovely REDEEMER, who would die 
Himfelf, rather than We fhould fall a Prey 
to Death ! Tinder We are, perfe6l Tinder to 
the Sparks of irrational and diflblute AfFec* 
tion. Harder than Adamant, colder than Ice, 
to this heavenly Flame. 

^ber. If our Love is blind, our Fear has 
not loft her Eyes, Fear is quick of Appre- 
henfion 5 and, inftead of being ftupidly in- 
fenfible, is ready to " rife up at the Voice of 
'' a Bird */' 

Afp. The Paflion of Fear is fufficiently ac- 
tive, but deplorably mifapplied. — ^We fear the 
Reproach of Men. But are We alarmed at 
the View of that everlajling Shamey which the 
LORD, the righteous Judge, fhall pour upon 
the Ungodly ? We (hudder at the drawn Dag- 
ger, and ftand appalled at the headlong Pre- 
cipice. But how often have We defied the 
Sword of almighty Vengeance, and fported 
upon the Brink of irretrievable Perdition ? 

Sin h the moft pernicious of all Evils. Sin 
violates the divine Command, and provokes 

Vol, II. S the 

• EccUf. xli. 4« 
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the divine MAJESTY. Sin offers Defpite to 
the blefled SPIRIT, and tramples upon the 
Blood of JESUS. For Sin, the Tranfgreffor 
is banifhed from theblifsfulPrefence of GOD, 
and doomed to dwell with intictinguifhable ^ 
Burnings. Do We dread this grand Deftrojer 
of our Happinefs ? Dread it more than any 
Calamities, more than all Plagues? — Tak^ 
one of thofe fine May-dukes, which glow with 
fo beautiful a Scarlet on yonder Efpalier. Of- 
fer it to the Blackiird^ that ferenades us from 
the neighbouring Elm. The Creature, though 
fond of the Dainty, will fly from your Hand, 
as haftily as from a leveled Fowling-piece. 
He fufpedls a Defign upon his Liberty 5 and 
therefore will endure any Extremity, will even 
ftarve to death, rather than tafte the mofi 
tempting Delicacy in fuch hazardous Circum- 
ftances. — Are We equally fearful of an infi- 
nitely greater Danger ? Do We fly, with equal 
Solicitude *, from the delufive but deftruftive 
Wiles of Sin ? Alas ! Do not We too often 
/wallow the Bait, even when We plainly dif. 
cover the fatal Hook ? Do We noX. /natch the 
forbidden Fruit, though Confcience remon- 
ftrates ; though GOD prohibits 5 though Death 
eternal tlireatens ! 

"/her. 

♦ The inftigattng Admonition, tranfmittcd to Ermtius by 
an anonymous Letter, when the Papifts had formed a Plot 
againft his Life, fliould be the Rule of our Condudl on fuch 
anOccafion; Fugef Fugt! tito^^itm^^itijjimc^ 

\ 



\ 
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7ber. Confcience then, according to your 
own Account, has efcaped the general Ship^ 
wreck, Confcience is GOD's Vicegerent in 
the Soul, and executes her Office faithfully. 
Even the Gentiles /hew the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts j their Confcience alfo bear^ 
ing witnefsy and their Thoughts the mean while 
accufing or elfe excufng one another *. 

Afp. If there be any Remains of the divine 
Image, perhaps, they are to be found in the 
Confcience. But even this is not exempt from 
the common Ruin. — ^Confider its Light. It 
is like a dim Taper, feebly glimmering ; and 
ferving only to make the Darknefs vifible. Or, 
if it difcovers any Thing, it is an obfcurc 
Something, We know not what. Which, in- 
ftead of informing, tantalizes Us ; and in- 
ftead of guiding, bewilders Us. As falfe and 
delufory Lights on the Shore, put a Cheat 
upon the Mariner, and lead Him on to Ruin -f-. 
— Confider its Operations. It is either dumb, 
or dead, or both. Dumb s or elfe how vehe- 
mently 

• Rom. ii. 15. Methinks I would not tranflate the Woi4 
fA,3»j^y the mean whiUj but alternately or interchangeably ac- 
cufing or excufing ; fometimcs one, ibmetimes the other ; in 
Conformity to the difFerent Circumftances of their Temper 
and Behaviour. 

+ This feems to have been the Cafe with the Bulk of the 
Heathen World. — Confcience arraigned, and fouxul them 
guilty. This put them upon pradtifing their abomirable^ 
iometimes xht'n inhuman IdcAatries. — Nay, this induced them 
to give the moft fcandjalous and impious Mlfreprcfentations 

S 2 of 
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mently would it upbraid Us, for our fhocking 
Ingratitude to the Supreme Omnipotent BE- 
NEFACTOR ? How loudly would it inveigh 
againft our ftupid Negledl of fpiritual Inte- 
refts, and eternal Ages ? Dead-, otherwife how 
keenly would it fmart, when gafhed with 
Wounds — numerous^ as our repeated Violations 
of the divine Law — deepy as the horrid Ag- 
gravations of our various Iniquities. 

^her. Do You call this an Anfwer to my 
Objedion, AJpaJio^ If it be an Anfwer, it re- 
fembles, in Point of fatisfaftory Evidence, the 
Light which You afcribe unto the Confciencc. 
. Afp. The GentileSy You alledge, fhew the 
Worky but not the Love of the Law, written 
on their Hearts. Some leading Notices of 
Right and Wrong they have : fome fpecula- 
tive Strictures of Good and Evil. But with- 
out a real Abhorrence of the One, or a cordial 
Delight in the Other. Which, far from en- 
nobling their Nature, far from vindicating 
their Praftice, argues the exceeding Depravity 
of the former, and renders the latter abfolutely 
without Excufe. 

No; You fay, Conicitnct excufes the Hea- 
thens. Rather makes fome weak Apology * for 

their 

of the DEinr. That they m\^t Jheatb the Sting of Con- 
fciencc, and find fome Saho for their own Iniquities, they 
maJe even the Objefts of their Worfhip, the Patrons and 
the Presidents of their favourite Vices. 

* The Word is fjTcApj^ftfvft.v, 
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their Conduft. This is far from acquitting, ^ 
far from juftifyingthem.— Befides, thcfe we^k 
Attempts to excufe, are always founded on 
Ignorance. Did they know themfelves, their 
Duty, or their GOD, Confcience would, with- 
out the leaft Hefitation, bring in her Verdift, 
Guilty. — The Apoftle aflures Us, that, till Filth; 
which is a divine Principle, takes place in our 
Breafts, both the Mind and Confcience are defiled *. 
Here, and elfewhere, very plainly intimating ; 
that the Confcience is evil, and ever will be evil, 
till it isjprinkled with the Blood of CHRIST f. 
It accufesfomCy I acknowledge; and it ought 
to accufe, yea, to condemn All. But even 
Here it evidences itfelf to be corrupt. For', 
its Accufations are fonjetimes erroneous J, and 
no better than falfe Witnefs ; fometimes par^- 
tial II, and fuborned by Appetite 5 and very", 
very often ineffeSlual — Nay, when they d6 

takb 

• 77/. i. 14. + Heb. X. 22. 

X What elfe was that grand Article in the Accufations 
of Conrdence, mentioned, with fuch particular Diftinc- 
tion, by Virgil; 

' ' Phligyafque mferrimus omnes 

Admonet^ ^ magna uftatur Voce per Umbras y 
Difcitejuftitiam monitiy Isf non temnere Divos. 

For Men to defpi/e fuch dunghil, worfe than dunghil Deities, 
had been their Virtue if done, and was their Duty to do. — 
What elfe was that Voice of Confcience, mentioned by our 
LORD, Johnxv'i. 2. or that, confeffed by the Apoftle, 
j/^s xxvi. 9. 

II Otherwife, how could the moft celebrated amon_; the 
ancient Heroes applaud and pradtife, tlat execrable unn^- 

•S 3 tuial 
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take EfFeft, they produce no Fruit that is truly 
good. They work not a genuine Humiliation^ 
pr an unfeigned Repentance ; but either a fla- 
vi(h Dread of GOD, as a fevere Judge; or 
Hatred of Him, as an inexorable Enemy, 

Ther. Hatred of GOD — Aftonifhing Im^ 
piety ! Is it poffible for the human Heart to 
?idmit fuch horrible Wickednefs ? 

jifp. You may well be aftonifhed, T'beron j 
and GOD may juftly expoftulate ; What Ini^ 
quity have my People found in me^ that they are 
gone far from me^ and have walked after Vanity * ? 
" I created You out of Nothing, and made 
" You after my own Image, As a Father, 
" I have provided for You. As a Nurfe, I 
" have cherifhed You. — ^I have given You the 
** Earth, and the Fulnefs thereof, for your 
" Poffeffion. All my Creatures do You Ser-r 
•* vice, and even my Angels minifter unto 
^* your Good. — Do You defire greater De- 
^* monftrations of my Love ? I have given 
" what was dearer to me than zH Angels, 
" than all Worlds. I have given my SON 
^* from my Bofom, to die in your Stead.— 
" Would You have farther Evidences of my 
** tender Regard ? Behold ! I ftoop from my 
♦* exalted Throne 5 zn6,reafonyf\ih^ expojiulate^ 

" yea, 

tural Crime, Self-Muriber f How could thcv aincioft confe- 
crate, that diabolical Principle of Adion, PriJe ; aad not 
have fo much as ^ Name for that amiable Virtue^ Humility f 



€€ 
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yea, even iejeecb rebellious Worms, — I touch 
** the Mountains, and they fmoke : I look 
** upon the Earth, and it trembles : I caft 
*^ even the Princes of Heaven, when they 
** break my Law, into Chains of Darkncfs. 
*^ But to You, O Men, though injured and 
** affronted, I condefcend to aft as a Suppli- 
** cant. I befeech You to be reconciled, and 
" not to rejeft your own Mercies." 

Unparaklled, ftupendous, raviftiing Benig- 
nity ! — ^To hate *fucJb a GOD, is indeed the 
moft deteftable Impiety. Yet Man, foolifti 
Man, pra6lifes this Impiety, whenever, for 
the Sake of a vile Luft, an ignoble Pleafur^ 
or an unruly Paffion, He tranigrefles the Com- 
mand of his CREATOR. 

Shall I exemplify the Doftrine, in another 
of the Affe6tions ? 

I7>er. In Tmth, Afpafioy I begin to be fick 
of the Subje<5l. If human Nature is (b ulce- 
rated, the lefs You touch it the better. — How- 
ever, let us not quite omit the irafcible Appe- 
tite. 

Ajp. Of this We have already taken a Side- , 
view ; if You choofe to fee it in fuller Pro-p 

portion, 

♦ Hatred of GOD is (o /hocking an Expreffion, that one 
would almoft wifh, never to hear or read it. But it occurs in 
our unerring Book, and is too often exemplified in human 
Life See Rom. i. 30. Exod. xx, 5. John xv. 25, 

S 4 
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portion, make your Obfervation on Fervidus: 
m^Fervidus comes home in a Rage. His Cheeks 
are pale, and his Lips quiver, with Excefs of 
Paflion. Though He can hardly fpeak, He 
vows Revenge, and utters Imprecations. — 
What is the Caufe of all this wondrous Fer- 
ment ? A Neighbour, it feems, has dropt fome 
reflefting Hint, or a Seivant has blundered 
in fome trifling Meflage. Such Ufage, Fer^ 
vidus f^ysy is intolerable; and fuch Negligence 
unpardonable. — This fame Fervidus has ofFer-p 
cd numberlefs Affronts to his MAKER; He 
has moft fcandaloufly neglefted the Will of 
his Almighty LORD; yet feels no Indigna-r 
tion againft Himfelf. — ^He is all Fury, when 
his own Credit is touched. But when the In- 
tereft pf QHRIST is wounded, He can fit un- 
concerned, or pafs it off with a Laugh. — An- 
ger, I acknowledge, is fometimes becoming 
and ufeful. But is this its right Temperature ? 
I'his it3 proper Application ? 

I'her. This is the Praftice only of fome few 
turbulent Spirits. To faddle their Qualities 
upon every Perfon, is a Procedure juft as equi^ 
table, as the Madman's * Calculation was ra- 
tional 5 who took an Account of every Ship, 
that entered the Plarbour, and fet it down for 
his own, 

* Thrafylusy an Athiuian* 
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AJp. The latter Part of my Charge, I fear, 
is applicable to more than a few. — ^However, 
let Us confider the moft calm zxiA,fedate Minds. 
How are they afFefted under Injuries ? Do they 
never aggravate Failings into Crimes ? Do they 
find it eafy to abflain from every Emotion of 
Ill-will ? Eafy to love their Enemies, and do 
Good to them that hate them ? Thefe godlike 
Tempers, if our Nature was not degenerated, 
would be the fpontaneous Produce of the Soul. 
But now, alas ! they are not raifed, without 
much Difficulty 5 feldom come to any confi- 
derable Degree of Eminence 5 never arrive at 
a State of true Perfeftion. An undoubted 
Proof, that they are Exotics^ not Natives oi 
the Soil. . 

Now We are fpeaking of Plants, caft your 
Eye upon the Kitchen-garden. Many of thofe 
Herbs, will perfume the bard Hand, that 
crufhes them ; and embalm the rude Foot, that 
tramples on them. Such was the benign Con- 
du6l of our LORD. He always overcame 
Evil with Good. When his Difciples difre- 
garded Him, in his bitter Agony, He made 
the kindefi Excufe for their ungrateful Stupi- 
dity *. When his Enemies, with unparaldled 
Barbarity, fpilt his very Blood; He pleaded 
their Ignorance, as an Extenuation of their 
Guilt -f-.-f— Is the fame Spirit in Us, which wag 

alfo 

f Matt. xxvi. 41, f Luke xxiii. 34, 
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alfo in our divine MASTER ? Then are our 
Paflions rightly poifed, and duly tempered. 
But if Refentment kindles, and Animofity 
rankles in our Hearts; this is an infallible 
Sign, that We fwerve from our SAVIOUR'S 
Pattern ; confequently, are fallen from our 
primitive Re£titude. 

Ther. What fay You of the Fancy ? This 
fure, if no other, retains the primitive Rec- 
titude. What Pifhires does flie form, and 
what Excuriions does fhe make ? She can dive 
to the Bottom of the Ocean ; can foar to the 
Height of the Stars ; and walk upon the Boun<* 
daries of Creation. 

Afp. That the Fancy is lively and excurfivc, 
I readily grant. It can out-travel the Poft, 
or out-fly the Eagle. But if Jt travel, only 
to pick Shells ; or fly abroad, to bring home 
Idijchief\ then, I apprehend, though You 
fliould admire the Faculty, You will hardly 
be in Raptures with her Agency.— This is the 
real Truth. Our Fancy, till divine Grace regu- 
late and exalt her Operations, is generally em- 
ployed in picking painted Shells, or culHng 
venomous Herbs. Weaving (as the Prophet 
very elegantly, and no lefs exadlly defcribes 
the Cafe) the Spiders JVeby or batching Cocia^ 
trice Eggs *. Bufied in the moft abfurd Im- 
pertinencies ; or a£iing in Speculation, the 

vileft 

• Ifaiab lix. 5. 
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vileft Iniquities. That, which fhould be n 
Garden tnckfed^ a Fountain fealed ♦, for the 
PRINCE of Peace, is the Thoroughfair of 
Vanity, — And even when We are renewed in 
the Spirit of our Mind, O ! how neceflary is 
it, to keep an inceflant Watch, and exercife 
a ftrift Difcipline, over this volatile, variable, 
treacherous Vagrant / 

The Mem&ry^ as well as the Fancy, is im* 
paired \ or, if not impaired, is debauched 
Why elfe does it fo firmly retain the Imprefr 
fions of an Injury, but fo eafily let flip the Re* 
membrance olf a Benefit ? Any idle Fopperies, 
that footh our Vanity, and increafe our Cor* 
ruption, cleave to the Thoughts, as the vexa* 
tious Burr to our Clothes. While the noUe 
Truths of the Golpel, and the rich Mercies 
of a gracious GOD, Aide away from the Mind, 
and leave no lafting Trace behind them. This 
double Perverfenefs is very emphatically, and 
too Jruly reprefented by "Jeremiah j Can a Maid 
forget her Ornament Sy or a Bride her Attire f 
Tet my People have forgotten me^ Days without 
Number -f, — If We hear a loofe Hint, or read 
an immodeft Expreffion, they are almoft fure 
to fatten themfelves on our Memory. If fhaken 
off, they follow Us with a troublcfome Impor-* 
tunity. If excluded, as unwelcome Vifitants, 
they force themfelves, again and again, upon 

our 
• CkiHt. iv, ia# t JiT. ii. 3?. 
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oar Imagination. They dog Us to the Clofet ; 
they haunt our moft retired Hours ; and too 
often dillurb our ^^cry Devotions. — ^Tell me 
new, can that Faculty be upright and uncor- 
nqitcd, which is a perfiraied Sirve^ to tranf- 
mit the Beneficial ; but a ttirfiy Sponge ^ to im- 
bibe the Pernicious ♦. 

^ber. Well, my Friend, whatever Guilt I or 
Others have contracted. Flattery^ I am fure, 
is none cf yours. Human Nature is under 
no Obligation to your Pencil, You have pour- 
traycd Yitr fifcjb^ and beafih^ and every Thing 
1|k1 bet Jmifjc. 

j^. And this, even this Abomination I 
muft not t ccr e t e^ I dare not except. — Emy is 
m ^^r^iUih I>iipofitiofi. It fubfifh no where^ 
but in %iimned Spirits^ and fallen Souls. Yet, 
infeiul a< it ii;. it has been found in Perfons 
rf rfic n»tt exa!t«l Cliaracter. The magna* 
mmctJs ^ii^^aa lek its canorous Tooth f. .The 
I^lopk^ ot the blefied JESUS were foured 
XI ith its HMlIpMnt Lea\xn t. An Apoftle de- 
dttw. tJu: -or 5/s>r> «^;^ is im Us lujietb to 

Envy I 

• TVri. ? ^fcV. f4§stx$5 JT. csuzArmble Conftitauon 
K %aaft tNvww^ Ar;-im«c^ ^^««^ «^ in Behalf of fome 

O^t'tJ!^ ''^\^****^ ^"''^^^ - TlicT «c intcrfpcrfcd, 

>U^ :^ ^-^^ -^^^»«tai« the Tniih of this Pfca; 
-u>;\ %V^^^ <71{ari«i, is pretty furc to 
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Envy * ; is irapetxioufly prone to that deteft- 
able Temper. 

Lying is confeffedly a diabolical Pra6lice. 
Yet, how unaccountably forward are our Chil- 
dren, to utter Falfhood ? As foon as they are 
bom, they go aftray; and as foon as they 
fpeak, they, fpeak Lies. — I faid unaccountabfy. 
But I recal the Expreffion. The Caufe is evi- 
dent. They have loft the Image of the GOD 
of Truth ; and are become like that apoftate 
Spirit, who is a Lyery and the Father of it -f-. 

What think You of Malice^ of Hate and 
Revenge ? Are they not each a Species of Mur* 
der, and the Seed of the old Serpent ? Unlefe, 
therefore, We are intirely free from all thefe 
hellifli Emotions, We muft. We mufi acknow- 
ledge, that the Prince of this World % has his 
Party within Us. May the Almighty Hand 
of our GOD extirpate and fubdue it, day by 
day ! 

You tell me, I am no Flatterer. — Should a 
Perfon, who profefles Himfelf the Friend of 
his Fellow-creatures, foothe them into ^falfe 
Peace ? Should He bolfter them up in 2i ground^ 
lefs Conceit of their Excellency, when they 
really are no better than " an unclean Thing ?** 
— Shall the Surgeon affure his Patient, " All 
" is well 5" even when the Mortification has 
taken place, and the Gangrene is fpreading ? 

This 

♦ Jam. iv, 5. t J^bn viiit 44. X 7^^^ xiv. 30. 
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This were to refine the firft out of all Bene« 
volence, and to flatter the laft into his Grave* 

A Difputant of Ids Complaifance than my 
Tberorij would probably alk, with a contemp- 
tuous Sneer j " Have You then been drawing 
" your own Pifture ?" — To Whom I would 
reply, with Confufion and Sorrow, " I have/' 
iUlcdging this only, to moderate my Confufion \ 
That I am daily feeking, by Prayer and Watch- 
fulnefs, more and more to put off this old Man^ 
wbicb is corrupt according to the deceitful Ltf/is*. 
And, to alleviate my Sorrow, I am endeavour- 
ing continually to remember ; That, however 
unworthy I am, however vile I may have been, 
my adored REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs is 
pcrfeft; and in this Righteoufnefs every Be- 
liever is to make his Boafl. 

Tber. So then Man is blind in his Under- 
ftanding; perverfe in his Will; diforderly in 
his Affeftions -, influenced by Difpofitions, that 
are partly brutal, and partly diabolical.— I 
have often heard You extol, in Terms of high 
Admiration, the Virtue of Humility. You have 
lavifhed all the Riches of Eloquence, when 
haranguing on Poverty of Spirit. If fuch be 
the Condition of Mankind, they have infinite 
Caufe to be poor in Spirit. They mufl, there- 
fore, have one Excellency left ; and according 
to your own Account, a very diftinguifhing one. 

♦ Eph. iv. 22. 
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jyp. Scarce any Thing difplays, in a more 
glaring Light, the extreme Depravity of Man, 
than his ftrong Propenfity to Pride ; notwith<- 
ftanding fo much Vilenefs, and fo many De- 
formities. — Should the noifome Leper admire 
the Beauty of his Complexion, or the impo- 
tent Paralytic glory in the Strength of his Si- 
news I would they not be miftaken, even to 
a Degree of Sottifhnefs and Phrenzy ? Yet, 
for Man, fallen Man, who has loH: his ori^- 
nal Righteoufnefs, which was the true Orna- 
ment of his Nature ; who is become fubjeft 
to bafe and fordid Lufts, or, as the Apoftle 
(peaks, is earthly and fenfual — ^for Him to be 
proud, is flill more abfurdly wicked. And 
fince this is the Cafe, I cannot acquit Him 
from the laft and heavieft Article of the fa- 
cred Writer's Charge; I have a frefli and more 
convincing Proof, that We do Him no Wrong, 
when we call his Nature, his Difpofition, his 
Wifdom'-'-deviliJh*. 

Tber. Why do You reckon Pride an univer- 
fally prevailing Corruption ? I fee no Groimd 
for fuch a difhonourable Sufpicion. I hope, 
I myfelf am an Inftance to the contrary. To 
unguarded Sallies of Paffion, to fevcral other 
Faults, I confefs myfelf fubjeft. But cannot 
think, that I am proud. 

♦ Jam. iii. 15. 
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Afp. Ah ! Ttherotiy if you was not proud. 
You would not be paflionate. Unreafonafte 
Anger always proceeds from an over-weening 
Opinion of our own Worth. — ^One who, be- 
fides his acquired Knowledge of human Na- 
ture, had the fupernatural Gift of difceming 
Spirits, is obferved to join Humility and Meek-^ 
nefs*. Intimating, that they are amiable Twins; 
and where one exifts, the other cannot be ab- 
fent, — Always confiftent with Himfelf, He 
links together the oppofite Vices, heatfy and 
bigb-minded 'f : not obfcurely hinting, that 
thofe who are eafily provoked, are certainly 
proud. — Shall I add, without Offence ? If we 
fanfy our Minds to be clear from the Weeds 
of Vanity, and our Thoughts free from the 
Workings of Self-admiration; it is a moft 
pregnant Symptom, that We are over-run with 
the former s abandoned to the latter ; and blinded 
by both. 

Pride was the firft Sin, that found Entrance 
into our Nature \ and it is, perhaps, the laft 
that will be expelled. — What are all our Af- 
fliftions, but a Remedy provided for this in- 
veterate Difeafe ? Intended to bide Pride % from 
Man. What is the Inftitution of the Gofpel, 
but a Battery erefted againft this Strong-hold 
of Satan ? Ordained to cajl down every high 

Imagina^ 

♦ Eph. iv. 2. \ % Tim. iii. 4^ % Jsb xxxiiL 17. 
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Imagination *. — ^Though that Remedy is often 
applied, though this Battery is continually 
playing j yet the peccant Humour is not in- 
tirely purged off, nor the Elatement of Spirit 
totally fubdued, till Death gives t\it Jinijhing 
Stroke. 

Pride is the Sin that moft eafily befets Us* 
Who can fay J I have made my Heart clean \ from 
this Iniquity ? It defiles our Duties, and in- 
termingles itfelf with our very Virtues. It 
ftarts up, I know not how, in our moft fo- 
lemn Hours, and our moft facred Employs. — 
The good Hezekiah^ whofe Prayers were more 
powerful than all the Forces of Sennacherib^ 
was not Proof againft the Wiles of this fubtil 
Sorcerefs %. Even the great Apoftle, who had 
been caught up into the third Heavens, was 
in Danger of being puffed up with Pride. In 
fuch great Danger, that it was neceflary to 
put a Lancet into the gathering Tumour j or, 
as He Himfelf exprefles it, to fix a Thorn in 
. bis Fle/h ||, and permit the Mejjenger of Satan 
to buffet Him. 

How pathetically is this Corruption lament- 
ed, and how truly defcribed, by " a fweet 
" Singer of our IfraelT 

—Pride, 

♦ 2 Cor. X. 4. f Frtfv. xx. 9. J 2 Chron. xxxii. 25: 
I 2 Cor, xii. 7, 

Vol. n. T 
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— Pride, that bufy Sin, 

Spoils all that I perform, 
Cursd Pride I that creeps /ecurefy in, 

Artdfwells a haughty Worm. 

^by Glories I abate. 

Or praife Thee with Defign i 

Part of thy Favours I forget. 
Or think t be ^ Merit mine. 

^be very Songs I frame, 

Arefaithlefs to thy Caufei 
Andfleal the Honours of thy Name, 

To build their ouun Applaufe. 

WattsV Hor. Lyr. 

7ber. Now, I prefume. You have given the 
laft Touches to your diftorted Pourtrait. 

AJp. There are other difagreeable and (hock- 
ing Features. But thofe I (hall caft into Shades, 
or hide under a Veil. One Particulai* You 
muft allow me to add ; which, like a fuUen 
Air in the Countenance, throws an aggravated 
Horror over the Whole. I mean. An Incli- 
nation to he fond of our Slavery. 

In other Inftances, the captive Exile bajletb 
to be loofed^. But here We prefer Bondage to 
Freedom, and are loth to leave our Prifon. — 

or 

* IfaM lit J4« 



DIALOGUE XIIL 291 

Of this, our Backwardnefs to Self-examination^ 
is both a Confequence and a Proof. Self-exa-» 
mination would open a Window in our Dun- 
geon i would ftiew Us our wretched Gondii 
tion, and teach Us to figh for Deliverance.—- 
Why have We fuch a Diflike of Reproof? Be- 
caufe we hug our Chains, and choofe Daik- 
neis rather than Light. Reproof is more grat- 
ing than the harflieft Difcord j though it tends 
to diffolve the Enchantment, and refcue Us 
from the Tyranny of Sin. While Flattery^ 
which abets the Delufion, and ftrengthens the 
Spell, is Mufic to our Ears. — ^Is not our Rea^ 
fony which fhould arraign and condemn every 
Irregularity, forward to invent Excufes, and 
to ipare the favourite Folly ? Reafon, which 
fhould draw the Dagger^ fuperinducfs the 
Ma/ky and, inllead of fhiking at the Heart 
of our Vices, fcreens them under the Cover 
of lome plaufible Names. A wicked Habit 
is called a human Infirmity ; infnaring Diver- 
lions pafs for innocent Amufements ; a re- » 
vengeful Difpofition is termed Spirit^^ Gallant- 
ry, and Honour. Thus our Reafon (if, when 
fo egregioufly perverted, it deferves the Name) 
is ingenious to obftruft our Recovery; and 
rivets on the Shackles, which our Paffions have 
formed *. 

This 

* Perhaps, this is what our LORD means, when, de- 

vdoping the human Hear^ and difcovering its latent £nor- 

T % mitiesy 
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This the eternal WISDOM forefaw, and 
therefore uttered that tender Expoftulation ; 
Htm long Tefmple Ones will Te love Simplicityy 
and Scomers delight in their Scorning^ and Fools 
hate Knowledge ? Even the ineftimably preci- 
ous Knowledge of an all-atoning and com- 
pletely juftifying SAVIOUR ; who preaches, 
who has purchafed, and who works Deliver- 
ance — ^preaches in his Word, has purchafed 
by his Blood, and works by his SPIRIT, De- 
liverance for the Captives — ^the wretched Cap- 
tives of Ignorance, Sin, and Death. 

This I take to be the vao^ flagrant and de- 
plorable EfFeft of human Depravity— our Aver- 
fion to the Do6b:ine, the Privileges, the Grace 
of theGofpel. Beware, dearT'^^rw, left You 
prove my Point by — ftiall I Ipeak it ? Would 
You fufpe<5l it ? — ^your own Praftice. Zeal- 
ous as I am for my Tenets, I ftiould be fc^ry, 
extremely forry, to havcjucb a Demonftration 
of their Truth. 

Tber. You are highly obliging, Afpajio^ to 
fingle me out for your Evidence. Yet why 
ftiould the Honour be appropriated to myfelf ? 
It belongs, upon the Foot of the preceding 
Calculation, not to your Friend only, but to 

the 

mities, He dofes the dark Account with atpporuvn Fooltjhmfs : 
implying that Stupidity^ which has no Senfe of its Mifery 5 
that Peruerfenefs^ which has no Inclination for a Recovery. 
Both which render all the other Evils hx more incurablt. 
Mark vii. 22» 
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the whole Species. — If You was aiming at 
None but the Licentious and Abandoned, You 
would have None to oppofe You, but Perfons 
of that Charafter. Your Arrows of Satyr, 
would then be rightly leveled, and might be 
ferviceable to Mankind. Whereas, to put All 
in the black Lift 5 to mark Alt with the Vil- 
lain's Brand ; this can never be Cbrijiian Cha* 
rity ; this is unfufFerable Cenforioufiiefs. 

AJp. Let me befeech You, Theron^ not to 
mifapprehend my Defign* I fpeak not as a 
malevolent Satyrift, but would imitate the 
faithful Phyfician. I am opening the Sore, 
that it may admit the healing Balm : and 
fhould I perform the Operation f^rith an w- 
venomed Inftrument ? My Soul abhors the 
Thought. — I muft intreat You likewife to re- , 
member the Diftinftion^ between a State of 
Nature, and a State of Grace. We are all 
naturally evil. Such We fhould for ever con- 
tinue, did not 2Lfup€rnaturall^ovfti' intervene; 
making fome to differ, both from their origi- 
nal Selves, and from the Generality of their 
Neighbours. — Are they refined, in their Tem- 
per, and reformed in their Life ? I grant it. 
But then it is the Influence of the fandifying 
SPIRIT, which purges away their Drofs s yet 
not without \tz,\mgfome Alloy. 

^ber. Here, Afpafio^ You certainly flrain the 

Bow, till it breaks. Since Scripture itfelf ce- 

T 3 kbrates 
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kbrates fome Perfons, as abfolutcly pcrfeft.— • 
What fays Mofes^ the infpired Hiftorian ? Noah 
was perfeSl in his Generation *. — ^What fays the 
GOD of Mofes^ who can neither deceive, nor 
be deceived ? Job was a perfe& Man and an up^ 
right 'f, — Confequently, their Nature mull be 
intirely cleanfed from this hereditary Defile- 
ment ; and their Charafter confutes your de- 
rogatory Reprefentations-of Mankind. 

Afp. Thofe eminent Saints were perfeft. 
That is, they vftrefan^i^d throughout. Sanc- 
tified in all their Faculties. No one Grace of 
Religion was lacking. As in the new-bom 
Infant, there is a human Creature complete ; 
no conftituent Part of the vital Frame is want- 
ing ; though each is tender ^ all are very feeble; 
and none arrived at the full Size, 

They v«rere upright. This Word feems to 
be explanatory of the preceding j and fignifies 
an unfeigned Defire, joined with a hearty En- 
deavour, toobeythewhole Willof GOD: ex- 
cluding, not all Defeft, but all reigning Hypo- 
crify, and wilful Remifliiefs. — The Interpreta- 
tion, thus limited, is of a piece with their Con- 
dufl. If ftretched to a higher Pitch, it is evident- 
ly inconfiftent with the Narrative of then* Lives, 

Pray, what was your Motive, for decorat- 
ing the filvan Retirement, (that fheltered Us 
yefterd^y) with the Statue of Eli/ah f 

ner, 
• Gm. vi. 9» t J$b i. j. 
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7hr. Bccauie I thought, his folitary Life, 
and gloomy Temper, fuited that fequeftercd 
Bower. Becaufe the memorable Adventure, 
there reprefentcd, is, with me, a favourite Por- 
tion of facred Hiftpry. 

Are We pleafed with ipirited and delicate 
RaUeryf Nothing exceeds his pungent Sarcafmy 
upon the fhipid and defpicable Dupes of Idol- 
atry. Every Sentence is keen as a Razor, and 
pointed as a Dagger, yet wears the Appear^ 
ance of the moft courtly Complaifance. We 
may truly fay, in the beautiful Language of 
the Pfalmift, His Words are fmootber than Oil^ 
and yet be they very Swords ♦. 

Are We delighted with Inftances of Magna-- 
fdmity? A fmgle Prophet, unAipported by any 
human Aid, maintains the Caufe of Truth, 
againft the King, his Grandees, and hundreds 
of the apoftate Priefts. He ventures to ftake 
all his Credit, to riik his very Life, and (what 
was dearer to Him than perfonal Credit, or 
bodily Life,) the Honour of the true GOD, 
and Intcrcfts of his holy Religion — to rilk all 
on the immediate Interpofition of a moft fur- 
prifing Miracle. 

Do We admire the Triumphs of Faitb f His 
Faith was, in a manner, omnipotent. He prays, 

and 

• I Kings xviii. ^j. And it came to pafs at Noon, that 
Elijah modccd them, and faid ; Cry aloud \ fir He is a God. 
Either He is talking^ or He is purfuing^ or He is in a Jiurnej^ 
pr peradvetitun He Jleepetby and mujt be awaked. 

T4 
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and ^orrenU of Fire defcend from the Sky, to 
devour his Adverfaries *. — He prays again, 
and the Sluices of Heaven are jhut ; there is 
neither Dew nor Rain for feveral Years •!•. — 
A third Time He prays, and the Windows 
from on High are opened*. Abundance of Show- 
ers water the Earth %- — O^ another Occafion 
He prefents his Supplications, and GOD makes 
his Feet like Harts Feet. Infomuch that an 
aged Prophet outruns the royal Chariot (|. 

Afp. I commend your Tafte, T^beron : and 
am particularly pleafed with the Reafons of 
your Choice. — But do not you remember, that 
even the Wonder-working Tijhbite failed in his 
Refignation, and failed in his Faith ? Eminent 
as He was for Mortification, He gave way to 
unreajonable Difcontent 5 and, though a Cham- 
pion for the living GOD, He yielded to un^ 
believing Fear §.— 73&^ Man Mofes v)as very 
meeky above all the Men which were upon the 

Face 

♦ 2 Kings i. 10, +1 Kings xvii. i, 

t Jam. V. 17, 18. II I Kings xviii, 46. 

§ Eliasy or rather Elijaby was a ManfuhjeR to like Paf- 
ftons as We are, James v, 17. Upon which Pafiage, an 
eminent Commentator makes the following Remark ; ^^ This 
** probably is faid, with refpeft to his Fear and Difcontenty 
** manifefted i Kings x\x. 3, 4/' — Ojaoiowafitif muft, I think, 
imply a State, liable to the irregular Workings of Paffion j 
not free from the fmful Infirmities of Nature. Otherwife, 
it is an Inftance foreign to the Purpofe j docs by no means 
^nfwer the End defisned ; which is to encourage the Heart, 
;ind ftrcngthen the t aith, even of frail^ corrupt^ offending 
Creatures. Sccvrr, 16. 
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Voce of the Earth * : Yet He, even He was 
provoked in his Spirit, and fpake unadvifedly 

with his Lips •)-. ^Was not Peter the Hero 

among our LORD'S Followers ? Remarkable 
for his Refolution and Intrepidity. Yet He 
trembles, more than trembles, at the Shaking 
of a Leaf; He denies his divine MASTER, 
feared by the Voice of a Woman. 

Lrook where-ever We will. We find Proofs 
of human Depravity; reigning uncontrouledm 
Some, making frequent Jnfurre£iton in All. It 
is written on our own Hearts, by the Pen of 
Experience j the Finger of Obfervation points 
it out, in the Pra6tice of Others.— -Even in 
the Praftice of T})ofey who have been Saints of 
the firft Rank, and of the higheft Attainments. 
Yet they were defeftive, — ^Defe6live too, in 
that very Quality, which was their diftinguifh- 
ing Gift 3 in which they particularly excelled. 

ner. While We are talking,^ the Day has 
infenfibly ftole itfelf away, and left Us fur- 
rounded with Twilight. Which is a fort of 
Luftre intermingled with Darknefs : no Part 
wholly lucid ; no Part wholly obfcurc.— An 
Emblem, according to your Reprefentation, of 
the renewed Soul^ and its imperfeft Holinefs. 

jijp. A veiy juft one. — Even where the Got 
pel fliines, ftill there is an intercurrent Gloom 

ot 
f Numb. xii. 3» f Pfalm cvi. 33. 
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of Corruption. Ignorance mixes itfelf with 
our Knowledge. Unbelief cleaves to our Fsdtb. 
Nor is our Purity free from tU Contamina- 
tion. — ^The Prophet Zecbaridb^ foretelling the 
Eftablifhment of the Gofpel Kingdom, and 
defcribing the State of its fpiritual Sul^e6b3 
jays ; It jhall ctme to pafi in that Hay^ that the 
Ughtjhall not be char ^ nor dark^. This, as 
to its literal Senfe, We now fee exemplified in 
the circumambient Atmofphere. With regard 
to its Jpiritual Meaning, every true Believer 
feels it acccHtiplifhed in his own Breaft. 

n^er. While You are fo vehement, in de- 
crying all human Attainments 5 confider, ^ 
pafio^ whether You do not check and difpirit 
Us, in the Purfuit of exalted Virtue. 

Afp. I fuppofe. You never expelled to be 
fuch an Adept in Geometry as Archimedes^ nor 
io profound an Aftronomer z,^ Newton \ yet 
this did not check your Application to the Study 
of Mathematics, or the Contemplation of the 
Heavens.— Yovu- Brother the Merchant, I pre- 
fume, has no Profpedl of amafling the Wealth 
of a Crcefusy or the immenfe Treafures of a 
Kouli-Khan ; yet this does not dijpirit Him in 
profecuting the Bufinefs, which brings Him 
both Opulence and Honour. 

However, Tberon^ fo long as You deny the 
Imputation of CHRISTs Rightcoufhefs, I 

muft 

f Zecb. xiv. 6» 
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mvA acknowledge, You aft a confiftent Part, 
in being zealous for the Perfedion of perfonal 
obedience. You ought either to acquire the 
One, • or to accept the Other. Therefore, I 
fhall produce no more Arguments for your 
Difcouragement ^ but fhall comprize the Whole 
of my Anfwer, in the Motto to an Irijb No- 
bleman's Arms, TRY. Or, if this be too 
concife, I will fubjoin, with a very little Al- 
teratiqn, the Words of a King ; " When You 
«* have attained what You purfue, bring me 
** Word again, that I may go, and follow it al-* 

7ber. According to your Account, the 
moft advanced and eftablifhed Cbrijiians, are 
but like a Company of Invalids. Does not 
this extremely derogate from the Honour of 
our LORD, confidered "as the Pbyfician of 
Souls ? It feems to make a mere Nothing of 
San6lification *, and would fwallow up CHRIST 
the King, in CHRISTiht Prieft. 

ji^. Invalids they are -f- : and fuch vyill con- 
tinue, till they are difmifled from this great 

Infirmary, 
* Afatt. ii. 8. 

+ Do not the beji of Men lament their Ignorance of the 
divine Perfedions, their Slownefs of Heart to believe die dw 
vine PromifeS) and the Languor of their Gratitude for in* 
cftimable^ for innumerable Gifts of the divine Goodneis ?-^ 
Do thcjr not frequently feel Deadnefs in their Devotions, 
Diforder in their AflTedions, and various other Relics of the 
original Leaven ? — Do they not often complain, in the Lan- 
guage of the Apoftle^ fFhpt I wqkU do Good^ Evil is prefenf 

with 
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Infirmary, and admitted into that holy, happy, 
bleffed World ; Where the Inhabitant jhall no 
more fay ^ 1 am either in Soul or in Body^it *. 

If the Cure was never to be completed, this 
doubtlefs would be difhonourable to our Al- 
mighty PHYSICIAN. But the fpiritual Re- 
covery, begun on Earth and advancing through 
Time, will be perfefted in Heaven, and pro- 
longed to Eternity. — ^Does this make a mere 
Nothing of Sanftification ? No, but it makes 
Room for a continual Progrefs^ and affords 
Caufe for continual Humiliation. It referves a 
noble Prerogative, for the heavenly State and 
beati^c Vifion ; and perpetually reminds \Js 
of a moft important Truth, That our prefent 
Bleflednefs docs not confift in beingyr^^ from 
Sin, but in not having Sin imputed to \Js -f. 

This Imperfe6tion of our Obedience, in- 

ftead of confounding, maintains a proper D/- 

Jiinaion between CHRIST the King, and 

CHRIST" the Prieft. Whereas, if We were 

perfeft 

with me? And fay, with the carlieft Chrijlians? We thai 
are in this Tabernacle do grMn^ being burdened. Burdened, 
not fo much with Affliftion : thofe Heroes in Chrijlianity 
had learnt, to r^oice in Tribulation. But burdened with a 
Senfc of their fpiritual Infirmities, and with the Workings 
of their inbred Corruption. Which, to a tender and live^ 
Believer, arc the heavieft of Croffcs, and the moft galHng of 
Loads. — Nay ; do not the Heirs of Glory wdjh their very 
Rohesy even their faireft Deeds, and their brighteft Graces, 
in the Blood of the LAMB ? Which, if they wcr« free from 
Spot, and void of Impurity, could have no need to be madi 
white m this facrcd Fountain, Sec 2 Cot* v. 4. Rtv. vii. 14. 
• V^iah xxxiii. 24. f Pfalm xxxii, u 
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pcrfeft in Piety, the prieftly Office, with re- 
gard to Us, 'would be fuperfcded. What Need 
of an Interceflbr, to recommend our Prayers? 
What Occafion for an High-Prieft, to bear the 
Iniquity of our bofy Things *? If fome Taint of 
the original Leaven did not pollute our beft 
Services ? 

Neither does this detraft from the Wifdom, 
from the Goodnefs, or from the Power of 
CHRIST. It rather adminifters to the ad- 
vantageous Difplay of all thefe divine Attri- 
butes. — Of his Wtfdom ; in conducing the Af- 
fairs of his Church with fuch exaft Propriety, 
that the Righteoufnefs of Faith may have its 
due Honour, and the Sanftification of the 
SPIRIT its proper Efteem. — Of his Goodnefs i 
in carrying on the Work of Grace, amidft io 
much Infirmity, and fo many Corruptions; 
and in crowning, with confummate Happi- 
nefs, fuch frail undeferving Creatures. — Of his 
Power s in extra6ling a Variety of Benefits 
even from — 

Ther. Benefits^ jijpqfio /-^Can any thing be- 
neficial proceed from an Evil, which, accord- 
ing to your own Reprefentalion, is fo incor- 
rigibly malignant ? 

AJp. It will tend to make Us kmfy in our 
own Eyes. When We remember, t'lat by Na- 
ture W^ ^^^ altogether become abominable ; 

that 
5 Ex9d. xxvlii. 38, 
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that the Remains of natural Depravity itiU 
adhere to our Minds ; how muft fuch a View 
of Ourfelves cover Us with Shame, and lay 
Us low in Abafement ! Lefs than the lea/i of 
mH thy Mercies *, will be the Language of fiich 
a One's very Soul. 

It will render Us companionate to Others. How 
can We take a Brother by the Throat, and 
require faultle(s Perfection in his Behaviour^ 
when We Gurfelves in many Things ofiend^ 
in all Things fall fhort ? Every fuch Confide- 
ration pleads for Indulgence to our Fellow- 
creatures : is a Monitor within, and whifpers 
this afFe£ting Remonftrance, Ougbteji not 7hm 
to have Pity upon thy Fellow-fervant^ fince thy 
jilmigbty LORD has fuch unwearied, fuch ia^ 
^rvAt Pity on Thee ff 

It will teach Us to admire the Riches of 
Grace. Shall fallen Creatures, that are taken 
from the very Dunghils of Sin» and refcued 
from a Hell of inward Iniquity — Shall tbey^ 
notwithftanding their deplorable Depravity, 
and innumerable Deficiencies— ^haU they be 
admitted into the Bofom of eternal Love i Ufif 
be exalted to the Thrones of Glory, and num- 
bered with the Princes of Heaven % ? This is 
Grace, tranfcendently rich, and di^andy free 
indeed ! 

It 

* Gift, xxxii. 10. 
f Matt. 2cvui. 33« X ^H ^^'^ <*^ ^''^ 
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It will reconcile Us to the Approach of Death. 
This, like Wormwood on the Nipple, or Gall 
in the Cup, muft wean Us from a wretched 
World. How can We be enamoured with 
fuch a Vale of Tears ? Or why fhould We 
covet, when Providence gives the Signal for 
our Departure, to prolong our Abode in thefe 
Territories of Dijhrder f Surely, this muft in- 
cline Us to leave them, every Day, more and 
more in our AfFeftions ; and at laft, to leave 
them, without any Reluftance, by final Dif- 
folution. Leave them, for that better Coun- 
try, where our perfonal Righteoufnefs will no 
longer be defeftive, like the waning Moon; 
but (hine forth with confummate Luftre, like 
the meridian Sun in the Kingdom of our 
FATHER. 

It will endear the bleffed JESUS in every 
Capacity ; as the Stings of the fiery flying Ser- 
pents, and the Dearth of the wafte howling 
Wildemefe, endeared to the IfraeKtes both their 
miraculous Antidote, and their Bread from 
Heaven. — ^They that believe this Truth, muft 
fee their inexpreffible and inceflant Need of 
CffmS^Ts Spirit. The Proteftation of M/?j 
on a particular Occafion, will be the daily, the 
hourly Breathing of their Souls s Carry Us not 
tip hence, anieji thy Prefence, thy SPIRIT, go 
with Us*. For >?dthout this Aid, We can 

difcharge 

f Exod^ xxxiii. i5« 
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difcharge no Duty aright, nor fuccelsfully re- 
fift any Temptation. They will be exceed- 
ingly cautious, not to grieve * that facred 
Gued^ left He depart from them, and aban- 
don them to the Power of their lurking Cor- 
ruptions. Knowing, that if He abandon them, 
when fuch Foes are within, and fb many Snares 
without J their Cafe will be worfe than Sam-- 
fons^ when his Locks were fhaven, and the 
Pbilijiines all around Him. 

How highly will fuch Perfons value the 
Blood of the Covenant, and the InterceJJion of 
their great HIGH-PRIEST!— They wiU no 
more prefume to enter into the Prefence of 
the moft High GOD, without a fiducial Re- 
liance upon the atoning and interceding SA^ 
VIOUR ; than the Sons of Jacob would have 
ventured to appear before the Viceroy of Mgypt^ 
without the Company of their younger Bro- 
ther. In all, in all their Intercourfe with Hea- 
ven, the great Propitiation will' be their Plea, 
and the great ADVOCATE their Confidence. 
—The impotent Man waited at the Pool of 
Betbefda^ and the Syrian General dipped feven 
Times in Jordan. Thefe Perfons will not only 
wait^ but live by the Fountain opened for Sin 
and Uncleannefs -f-. They will walh in the 
facred fandlifying Stream, not feven Times 
only, hxxtfeventy Times feven. 

And 
• Epb. iv. IQ. t Zicb^jAVL. u 
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And when fuch Sentiments poflefs the Mmd* 
how dear ! O how dear and defirable will our 
lord's Obedience be! — I once called our 
own Works Worm-eaten ^things y and muft 
not thefe Corruptions, if they remain ever fo 
little in our Hearts, tamifh our Graces, and 
debafe our Duties ? Muft they not be depre^ 
tiatory to all our Accomplifhments ; and too 
much like corroding Vermin, in the Subftance 
of our Timber, or at the Core of our Fruits ? 
— Should We not then renounce, utterly re- 
nounce, what may truly be ftiled A Tubing of 
naught? And rely, wholly rely, on our divine 
HIGH-PRIEST? Who, in his mediatorial 
Works, as well as in his wonderful Perfon, is 
altogether Light and PerfeSlion ; and neither 
in Him, nor in them, is there any Deficiency 
or any Darknefs at all. 

Excufe me, Heron ; I fear, I have been 
preaching. The Importance of the Text, muft 
form my Apology. It is an IntroduSlion, not 
to the Records of Hiftory, or the Tranf- 
aflions of Philofophy, but to the Riches of 
CHRIST. 

Ther. If my Afpajio has been preaching, I 
can affure Him for his Comfort, that his Au- 
dience has been very attentive ; and though 
the Sermon was fomewhat copious, the Hearer 
neither flept nor gaped. — However, I fhould 
be glad to have the Ayhole reviewed, and 

Vol. II. U fummed 
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fumtned up : that, if it has beeii large as the 
Pyramid, it may, like the Pyramid, terminate 
in a Point. 

Afp. This then is the State of our Nature— 
The Image of the CREATOR is loft : Dark- 
nefs is on the Underftanding : Diforder in all 
the AfFeftions. — In the WiU, Enmity againft 
GOD, the fovereign'Good: Inability to all 
that is fpiritual and heavenly : with a Propen- 
fity to whatever is fordid and earthly. — The 
whole Soul is deformed, diftempered, rebel- 
lious. — And ftiall fuch a Creature lay claim to 
thofe amiable and iacred Endowments, which 
may be a proper Recommendation to infinite H^ 
linefs ? — lis fuch a Creature qualified to per- 
form thofe righteous A6b, which may approve 
thcmfelves to the Demand di GOD's Law, and 
to the Inflexibility of his Juftice. 

Should he conceive the vain Hope, or make 
the vainer Attempt, I would now addrefs Him, 
as Jeboajh formerly anfwered jimaziab. Apia-- 
ziab King of JuJaby dated with the little Vic- 
tories he had obtained over the Edomites, be- 
gan to fanfy Himfelf invincible. Prompted 
by this foolifli Imagination, He challenges 
Jehafl) King of Ifraely to meet Him in a 
pitched Battle j and receives this ironical Apo- 
logue, by way of Reply — Which, for Gal- 
lantry of Spirit and Delicacy of Wit, foi* Poig- 
nancy of Satire and^Propriety (X Application, 

has 
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h9^$ feldom been equaled, perhaps never cxm 
ce^^ — Th Tbijih that was in Lebanon^ fent 
to fhe Qdar that %pas in Lebanony fiyi^Z% Oh)^ 
tly Daughter tp my Son to ff^ife : and there pajfid^ 
b^ a wild Be aft that was in I^kantm^ and trtd 
down the Tliftle *. What are We— when We 
offer to eftablifh our own Righteoufnefs, or 
prefume to juftify Ourfelves before the moft 
High GOD--4)ut defpicable Thiftks, that fanfy 
themfdves ftately Cedars f And is not every 
Temptation, is not each Corruption, a wild 
Bead of the Defart, that will trample on the 
impotent Boafter, and tread his haughty Pre* 
tenflons in the IXift ? 

♦ 2 JEw^/ xiv, 9, 
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SPAS 10 was employed in pre- 
paring for his Journey. I'herm^ 
free from Bufmefs, and difen- 
gaged from Company, had the 
greateft Part of the Day to Him- 
felf. Which He (pent, in reviewing the Sub- 
ftance of their late Conferences j not without 
intermingled Afpirations td GOD, for the 
Guidance of his DIVINE SPIRIT. 

At Evening, He v)ent^ like the Patriarch of 
old> into the Field to meditate^: amidft the 
Calm of Nature, to meditate on the Grace of 
the Gofpel. — ^The Sky was peculiarly beauti- 
ful, and perfeftly clear ; only where the fine 
Indigo received an agreeable Heightening, by 
a few thin and fcattered Clouds ; which im- 
•bibed the folai' Rays, and looked like penfile 

Fleeces 
* Gm. ixir. 63. 
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Fleeces of pureft Wool. — All Things appeared 
with fo mild, fo majeftic, fo charming an Af- 
ped:, that, intent as He was upon a different 
Subje£t, He could not but indulge the follow- 
ing Soliloquy. 

" How delightful arc the Scenes of rural 
" Nature i Efpecially, to the philofophic Eye, 
" and^ contemplative Mind. — I cannot wonder, 
" that Perfons in high Life, are fo fond of 
" retiring from a confpicuous and exalted Sta- 
" tion, to the Covert of a fhady Grove, or the 
'* Margin of a cooling Stream. Are fo defir- 
*' ous of quitting the finoky Town, and noify 
" Street J in order to breathe purer Air, and 
" furvey the Wonders of Creation, in the fdcnt, 
" the ferene, the peaceful Villa. 

" *Tis true, in the Country, there are none 
" of the modifh, I had almoft fdid, meretrici- 
" ous Ornaments of that^i^ Politenefs, which 
" refines People out of their Veracity. But 
f * an eafy Simplicity of Manners, with an un- 
V affefted Sincerit}' of Mind. — Here, the fo- 
" lemn Farce of Ceremony is feldom brought 
" into Play 5 and the pleafing Delufions of 
«« CompUment have no Place, But the Brow 
^* is the real Index of the Temper, and Speech 
" the genuiTus Interpreter of the Heart. 

" In the Country, I acknowledge. We fee 
*^ little of the mimic Attempts of human Art. 
<< But We, e\'ery where, behold the ^r^w^ and 
^ U 3 " majlcrlj 
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« mafterly Exertions of divine Power. — No 
« Theatre erefts its narrow Stage; furrounds 
" it, with puny Rows of afccnding Seats ; or 
" adorns it, with a fhifting Series of gorge* 
*^ ous Scenery. But Fields extend their ample 
" Area ; at firft, lightly clad with a Scarf of 
" fpringing Green ; then, deeply planted with 
<^' an Arrangement of fpindling Stalks; as a 
*' few more Weeks advance, covered with ^ 
" Prof ufion of bearded or hulky Grain ; at 
** laft, richly laden with a Harveft of yellow 
" Plenty. 

" Meadows difclofe their beautiful Bo(bm j 
<* yield a foft and fertile Lap for the luxuriant 
** Herbage j and fuckle Myriads of the faireil, 
" gayeft Flowers. Which, without any vain 
«* Oftentationi or expenfive Finery, outvie each 
" other in all Ae Elegance of Drefs. — Groves 
" of various Leaf; arrayed in frefheft Verdure, 
" and liberal of their reviving Shade ; rife, in 
*' amiable, in noble Profpec^, all around. — 
" Droves of fturdy Oxen, ftrong for Labour, 
** or fat for the Shambles ; Herds of fleeky 
" Kine, with Milk in their Udders, and Vio- 
*' lets in their Noftrils ; Flocb of well-fleeced 
" Sheep, with their fnowy Lambkins, frifking 
" at theu* Side ; thefe compofe tlie living Ma- 
" chinery,— BoundlefsTrafts of bending -^fo»rr, 
*^ varnifhed with inimitable Delicacy, and hung 
" with ftarry Lamps, or irradiated with folar 

« Luftre, 
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*« Luftrc, form the ftatcly Ciding. — ^Whilc the 
** early Breezes, and the evening Gales; charged 
" with ho unwholfome Vapours, breeding no 
^^ peftilential Taint ; but fanning the humid 
*^ Buds, and waving ^cir odoriferous Wings, 
^ difpenfe ^ thoufand Sweets^ mingled with 
'« the moft ibvereign Supports of Health.— 
*' And i$ not this School c£ Induftiy, this Ma- 
*^ gazine of Plenty, incomparably more delight'- 
^^ fuU as well as infinitely kfi dangerous^ than 
** thofe gaudy Temples of Profufenefs and Dc- 
^< bauchery, where Sin and Ruin wear the 
" Malk of Pleafure ? Where Belial is daily or 
" nightly worfhipped with, whstf his Votaries 
^* call, modifh Recre^ion, and genteel Amufe* 
" ment ? 

" Here indeed is no tuneful Voice^ to melt 
" in Strains of amorous Anguifh, and tranf- 
^^ fufe the (ickening Fondnefs to the Hearer's 
« Breaft, No Ikilful Artift, to inform the 
" Lute with mufical Jnchantrnpnt ; to ftrike 
" infe6lious Melody from the Viol ; and footh 
^* away the Refolution and Activity of Virtue, 
" in wanton Defires, or voluptuous Ipdolence. 
" —But the Plains bleat ; the Mountains low; 
" and the hollow circling Rocks echo with the 
** univerfal Song. Every Valley remurmurs 
" to theF^Jl of filvcr Fountains, or the liquid 
" Lapfe of gurgling Rills.-^— jB/Wi, Muficians 
« ever beauteous, ever gay, perched on a thou- 

U 4 " fand 
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** fand Boughs, play a thoufand Iprightly and 
" harmonious Airs. 

*r Charmed therefore with the fineft Views j 
^' lulled with the fofteft Sounds ; and treated 
^* with the richeft Odours ; what can be want- 
** ing to complete the Delight ? Here is every 
^ Entertainment for the Eye ; the moft refined 
" Gratifications for the Ear 5 and a perpetual 
*' Banquet for the Smell; without any infidi- 
•^ ous Decoy, for the Integrity of our Conduft, 
*^ or even for the Purity of our Fancy, 

" O ye blooming Walks, and flowery Lawns, 
" furrounded with dewy Landfchapes! How 
^* often have Patriots and Heroes^ laid afide the 
** Burden of Power, and ftole away from the 
*' Glare of Grandeur, to enjoy themfelves * 
•* in your compofed Retreats!^ — ^Ye mofly 
** Couches, and fragrant Bowers, fldrted with 
^« cooling Cafcades ! How many illuftriow Per-^ 
** fonages, after all their glorious Toil for the 
<^ public Good, have fought an honourable and 
^* welcome Repofe in your dovray Lap -f- ? — 
^* Ye venerable Oaks, and folemn Groves j 
<* Woods, that whiiper to the quivering Gale> 

« Clifts, 



'Mihi me nddentis jtgelli^ 



frys Horace of his Jittlc Country-feat. 

+ Virgil was fo fmittcn with the Auiiablcnefs of thcfc 
3cencS| that He aiSgns them as an Habitation for happy SpK 
jjts, in thp Regiofi? of Bl^um. 

■ i ■ Lucis babitanius ppacisy 

Hiparumjuf Torosj (:f Pr^ta r^antia ^Jvi^ 
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^ Clifts, that over-hang the darkened Flood ; 
" Who can number the Sages and SaintSy that 
^ have devoted the Day to Study, or refigned 
^« a vacant Hour to healthy Exercife, beneath 
" your filvan Porticos, and waving Arches? 
*« That, far from the dull Impertinence of 
*^ Man, . have liftened to the inftruftive Voice 
" of GOD ; and contemplated the Works of 
" his adorable Hand, amidfl your mofs-grown 
*« Cells, and rocky Shades. — ^How inelegant^ 
*^ or how infenfible is the Mind, which has no 
*< awakened lively Relilh for thefe fweet Re- 
*^ cedes, and their exquifite Beauties !" 

But whither am I carried ? Is not this rural 
Enthujiafm ? I find myfelf talking to Trees ; 
and forget the momentous Queftion, that waits 
for our Decifion, Here then let my Rhapfody 
ceafe, and my Inquiry proceed. Does it be- 
tray a Want of true Delicacy, to be infenfible 
of Nature's Charms? My Afpajio thinks, it 
argues as wrong a Tafte in praftical Divinity, 
not to acquiefce in the imputed Righteoufnefs 

of JESUS CHRIST. ^To this Doctrine I 

have always been extremely averfe. I fet my- 
felf to oppofe it with Obje6lions, drawn from 
the Reafon of Things, and from various PaC 
fages of Scripture. To all which my Friend 
replied. And though I was fcarcely convinced, 
yet I was filcnced by his Anfwers. 

I pleaded 
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I pleaded for the Sufficiency of our Jincere 
Obedience. Efpecially, when accompanied with 
Repentance J and recommended by the Merits 
of CHRIST. — ^Neither was this Attempt fuc-^ 
cefsfuL His Arguments, fomewhat like the 
flaming Sword, planted at the Entrance of 
Paradifc, turned every Way^ i and precluded 
all Accefs to Life, on thr Foot of our own 
Duty. 

At length, Afpafio quitted the defenfive, and 
attacked me in his Turn. He explained the 
Nature^ and inforced the Threatenings, of the 
divine Law, So exaSi its Rules ! That it de- 
mands a perfeft and perfevering Conformity 
to every Injunftion.— So extcnfive its Autho- 
rity ! That it reaches the inmoft Thoughts ; 
and requires Obedience, not barely in the Ac- 
tions of the Life, but the very Intentions of 
the Heart.— So inexorable its Severity t That 
it condemns every the fmalleft Offence, and 
curfes every the leafi: Offender. 

This Remonftrance ; had fome of the Ter- 
ror, and almoft all the Effeft, of a mafked 
Battery. It was quite unexpefted, and alarmed 
me confiderably.-— To pufh his Advantage, He 
inlarged upon the infinite Purity of GOD. — 
A GOD, glorious in Holinefs— ^^ cannot 
look upon Evil^ with any Connivance, or with- 
out the utmoil Abhorrence. Before whom the 

very 

^ Gin, iiu 24. 
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very Heavens are unclean, and who will in no 
wife clear the Guilty. 

To complete his Victory, He played off 
the Doftrine of original Guilty and original 
Depravity. — That, befides the Imputation of 
Adams Apoftacy ; befides the Commiffion of 
numberlefs Iniquities 3 We were bom in Sin— - 
Are, by Nature, Enmity againft G O D — la 
all our Faculties corrupt — ^In every Imagina- 
tion evil— And, even when renewed by Grace, 
are ftill, ftiU tainted with fome bafe Remains 
of the old Leprofy. 

After all, He bid me confider, — ^What Fruits 
muft fpring, from fucb a Nature ? — How they 
muft appear, when compared viith Jiicb a Law? 
—What they muft delervc, when tried before 
fucb a GOD ? — ^Thefe, I muft confefs, are very 
weighty and ftartling Queries. If thefe Rc- 
prefentations are true, the Face of human Af^ 
fairs carries a moft gloomy Afpeft. Or ra- 
ther, a moft dreadful Storm is hanging over 
the Children of Men. — A^ajio urges me to 
fly, without any Delay, to the Covert of 
CHRISTs meritorious Obedience. This, He 
fays, was wrought out, in my Name, and in 
my Stead : this will be admitted, both at the 
Throne of Grace, and the Bar of Judgment, 
as my juftifying Righteoufiicfs. 

This, He adds, opens a Way, on GOD's^ 
Part^ for the largeft Emanations and moft ho^ 

nourable 
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nourable Exercife of Mercy. On Man's Part, 
it founds a Title to Pardon, to Life, and every 
fpiritual Bleffing. — This Doftrine, efpecially 
in fuch a Connexion, begins to put on a 
more recommending Appearance. My Preju- 
dices are really wearing away. I am almoft 
a Convert. 

AJpafio over-heard the Clofe of thefe Re- 
fleftions. Unwilling to interrupt his Friend, 
in fo ferious an Inquiry \ and defirous to ob- 
fcrve the IfTue of fo interefting a Debate ; He 
had hitherto concealed Himfelf. But think- 
ing this a moft favourable Minute, He ftepped 
forward, and faid — 

Afp. Almoji I and why not altogether a Con- 
vert ? What fliould hinder my dear T'heron, 
from fubmitting to fo rational a Scheme, with 
the moft intire Acquiefcence ? What fhould 
Jiinder Him from embracing fo comfortable a 
Doflrine, with the utmoft Complacency ? Why 
fhould he not fubfaibe, both with Hand and 
Heart, that divine Decree ? Jbeir Rigbteoufnefs 
is of me, faith the LORD*. 

Ttber. If, by this Dodlrine, The Claims of 
the Law are anfwered— If the Perfections of 
GOD are glorified — ^If the Interefts of Mora- 
lity are fecured — ^I muft acknowledge, it will 
be more worthy of Accq)tance, than I could 
once have imagined. 

• JfaiabYiv. 17, 



DIALOGUE XIV. 317 

Afp. And if all thefe Points are not gained ; 
gained too in the moft eminent Manner ; I 
folemnly declare, that I will never plead for , 
imputed Righteoufnefs more. 

But the Claims of the Law are all anfwered. 
For, there is nothing in its facred Injunftions, 
which CHRIST" did not perform 5 and nothing 
in its awful Threatenings, which CHRIST 
did not fuftain. He fulfilled all its Precepts, 
by an unfpotted Purity of Heart, and the moft 
perfeft Integrity of Life. He exhaufted its 
whole Curfe, when he hung upon the Crofs^ 
abandoned by his FATHER, and a bleeding . 
Viftim for the Sins of his People. — ^This Obe- 
dience brings higher Honour to the divine Law, 
than it could have received, from the uninter- 
rupted Duty of jiJafky and all his Pofterity, 
in all their Generations. 

The PerfeSlions of GOD, which were difho;- 
noured by our Rebellion, are glorified. He 
appears, by this Method of Juftification, in- 
conceivably rich in (hewing Mercy ; yet fteady, 
inflexibly fteady, in executing Vengeance. The 
Sceptre of Grace, and the Sword of Juftice, 
have each their due Exercife, each their full 
Sc(^. The Holinefs of the divine Nature, 
and the Dignity of the divine Government, 
are not only maintained, but moft magnificent- 
ly difplayed. Indeed, it is the peculiar Ex- 
cellence of this wonderful Expedient, that it 

renders 
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renders all the divine Attributes fuprcmely ve- 
nerable^ and fupremely amiable. 

^ber. But are the Interefts of Morality fe- 
cured ? This is what I am ftrongly inclined to 
doubt. And to fay the Truth, this is now 
my principal Objedion to your Scheme. 

Afp. I fhall never blame my Friend^ for bet- 
ing vigilant and jealous over the Interefts o( 
Morality. If our Doftrine had an unfriendly 
Afpect on true Morality, I would give my 
Voice againft it, and ufe all my Endeavours 
to fupprefs it. — But it is formed v^rith every 
Tendency, to awaken the utmojl Dread of Sin, 
and affeft Us with the nvarmeft Senfe of our 
creator's Love. And is not that the 
ftrongeft Barrier againft the Encroachments 
of Vice ? Is not this the fweeteft Inducement 
to the Pradice of Virtue ? 

I am glad to find, that a Jealoufy fpr the 
Interefts of Morality, is the chief Obftade in 
the Way of your Aflent. Becaufe, I am per- 
fuaded, it is much of the fame Natiu^ widi 
thofe forbidding and miftaken Apprehenfions» 
which our Anceftoi^s entertained, concerning 
the Ocean. They looked upon it, as an un« 
furmountable Obftruftion, to univerfal Society. 
Whereas it is in Faft, the very Cement of So- 
ciety ; the Means of univer£d Intercourfe ; 
and the great High-way to all the Nations of 
the Earth. What is here affirmed, may, on 

fomc 
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foxfae future Occafion, be proved. — ^At prefcnt, 
let me defire you to imagine, rather, may the 
bleffed SPIRIT enable You to believe. That 
your Sins are ^xpiatedy throu^ the Death of 
JESUS CHRIST: That a Righteoufiiels is 
given Yon, by virtue of which, Youmayhai?^ 
free and welcome Accefs to GOD ; the Merit 
of which you may plead, for obtaining all the 
Bleflings of Time and Eternity. — ^Then let me 
aflc } Will this alienate your AfFeftions from 
your Almighty BENEFACTOR ? WiU this 
irritate evil Concupifcence, or fend You to 
carnal Gratifications in quell: of Happinefs ? 
Quite the Reverfe. When this Faith is wrought 
in your Heart, nothing will be fo poweiful, 
to produce holy Love, and willing Obedience ; 
to exalt your Defu'es, and enable You to over- 
come the Worid, 

What fays the Apoftle ? I through the Law 
4m dead to the Law ^. Being made to under- 
ftand its Spirituality and Perfedlion, i have no 
loiter any Hope of Juftification from my own 
Conformity to its Precepts,— Did this prompt 
Him, did this embolden Him, to negleft or 
violate his Duty ? Hear the facred Writer's 
own Declaration. I am releaied from the Ri- 
gour and Bondage of the Law ; 1 am directed 
to CHRIST' for Righteou&efs and Salvation; 
that I may live unto GOD^ That my whole 

Life 

♦ GaL ii, 19, 
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Life may be devoted to his Honour, who has 
brought me into a State fo delightful, into a 
Liberty fo glorious. 

l})er. This Liberty, I am afraid, will be of 
very little Service to the licentious and gay 
World. 

jifp. I (hall be in no Pain even for the gi^ 
Worlds if once they cordially receive this Grace, 
and are vitally influenced by this Do6lrine. 
Which, far from diflblving the leaft Obliga- 
tion to Obedience, or weakening any one Prin- 
ciple of Piety, adds to every other Molive, 
the endearing Engagements of Gratitude, and 
the winning Perfuafives of Love, — ^Nay ; I 
verily believe, that Multitudes in the gay and 
licentious World, are held faft in the fatal 
Snare, by their Ignorance of this fweet, al- 
luring, confolatory Truth. They find them- 
felves deeply obnoxious to divine Juftice, and 
feel themfelves ftrongly bound with the Chains 
of Senfuality. They think, it is impoflible 
for them to clear the dreadful Score of their 
Guilt ; impoflible to deliver themfelves from 
the confirmed Dominion of Sin. And therer 
fore, like hopelefs Debtors, they ftifle every fe- 
rious Thought, and increafe the long Arrear. 
But if they were informed, that the infinitely 
merciful SON of GOD, has undertaken to 
redeem fuch undone and helplefs Sinners — 
That He has thoroughly expiated even the 

mofl: 



moft iiorrid Tranlgreifions, and procured for 
utigodly Wretches, all the needfal Supplies of 
ihtengtiiening Crace*-~Tfaat, inftead of being 
prohibited, they SLvtmvited to partidiVj ff'e^fy 
to partake, of thde uni^eajkable Bieffings — 
Were dftey acquainted with thefe glad Tidings 
«f tht Oo%el, fiirely diey would burft the 
Charas, and fpring to Liberty. Thefe T'rutbs^ 
if oitce revealed and received in their Hearts, 
would, of ^ all Conliderations, be moft effec-^ 
ibual to maie tbemfree *. 

What fiiall I fay more, to obtain my T&e^ 
rm*i Approbation i Shall I point out and plead 
the moft ifiuftrious Precedents? — GOD the 
FATHER is well pleafed with this Righteouf- 
nefi of our REDEEMER. He expreflcs his 
Complacency by the moft emphatical Words : 
Behold $»y Servsmt^ wb&m I uphold i mine EkS^ 
im mhom my Soul deHght^th f . In CHRIST' and 
lus Righteoufeefs, GOD is not only pleaied, 
but delighted: his very Souly every Perfcdlion 
of the GODHEAD, with ineffable Satisfac- 
tion, refts and acqmiefces in them.-— I faid /'«- 
effaile ^ ^ He has fpoke this, in a Manner 
fuperior to all the Energy of Language, by 
railing our crucified SURETY from the Dead; 
by exalting Him to the Heaven of Heavens ; 
and placing Him at his own Right-hand in 
Glory. 

♦ yohnviiu 3a. t I/aiabxiiu i. 

Vol. II. X Our 
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Our LORD JESUS CHRIST is wdl picafetl. 
He cfteems it his Honour to Ihine forth as the 
cvcrlafting Rightcoufnefs of his People. It is 
the brighteft Jewel of his mediatorial Crown^ 
. In this He fees of the Travail of bis Souly and 
isfatisfied. Accounting Himfelf fiiUy recom- 
penfed^ for all the Labours of his Life, and 
all the Sorrows of his Death, when Sinners 
are wafhed from their Guilt in his Blood, and 
prefented faultlefs by his Obedience. 

The HOLY SPIRIT is equally pleafed with 
. this great Tranfa£tion, and its noble Efiedts. 
It is his peculiar Office, and favourite Employ, 
to convince the World of their SAVIOUR'S 
Righteoufnefs. Not only that his Nature was 
fpotlefly pure, and his Converfation perfe6Uy 
holy ; but that from both refults a Righteouf-^ 
nefs, of infinite Dignity, and cverlafting Ef- 
ficacy : fufficient, throughout all Ages fuffici- 
ent, for the Acceptance and Salvation of the 
moft unworthy Creatures. 

Since then, this Method of Acceptance and 
Salvation, is excellent and glorious, in the 
Eyes of the adorable TRINITY — Since it 
magnifies the Law, and yields the moft exalted 
Honour to its divine AUTHOR — Since it 
makes ample Provifion for the Holineis of a 
corrupt^ and the Happinefe of a ruined World 
— Why fhould my Friend any longer diilike 
it i oppofe it J or treat it with a cold Indiflfe- 
. , rence? 
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rence ? Surely, all thefc grand Recommenda- 
tions, aie enough to over-rule any little Ob- 
jeftions, which may arife from the Sufpicions 
of Timidity, or may be ftarted by the Arti* 
Sees of Sophiftry. 

7ber. I know not how it is, Afpafio ; but I 
cannot reconcile myfelf to this Doftrine of 
imputed Righteoufnefs : notwithftanding all 
the Pains You have taken, to make me a Con- 
vert. 

Ji^. The Difappointment is mine, but thi 
Lofs is yours, H^eron. — However, let me in* 
treat You, not to rejeft my Sentiments abfo- 
lutely, nor to condemn them prematurely. 
Suppofe it pojpble at leaft, that they may be 
true ; and weigh them in an even Balance. — 
Learn Wifdom from your Afpafio^ Folly, I 
was once exaflly in your Situation ; faw Things 
in yourXight, and through your Medium. 

Converfing, I well remember, with a de- 
vout but plain Perfon, our Difcourfe happened 
to turn upon that folemn Admonition s If any 
Man will come after ME, let Him deny Himfelf^. 
I was haranguing upon the Import and Extent 
of the Duty. Shewing, that merely to forbear 
the infamous Aftion, is little. Wemuftdeny 
Admittance, deny Entertainment at leaft, to 
the e\dl Imagination ^ and quench even the in- 

X 2 kindling 

♦ Mhti. XVI. 24. 
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kindling Spark of irregalar Deftffe. — When 1 
had (hot a random Bolt, my honeft Friend 
replied -, ^' There is another Inftance of Self* 
" denial, to which this Injuhftion extends, 
•* and which is of very great Moment ih the 
" Chrijlian Religion. I mean, the Inftance of 
" renouncing our own Strength, and our oWn 
" Righteoufiiefs ; not leaning oh tbat^ for Ho- 
" linefs ', nor relying on tbisy for JuftificationJ** 

1 thought the old Man, I muft confefs, 

little better than a fuperftitious Dotard ; attd 
wondered at (what I then fanfied) the Inotley 
Mixture of Piety and Oddity in his Notions. 
But now I difcern Senfe, SoUdity, and Truth 
in his Obfervation *. Now I perceive, that 
We ourfelves are often the Dneatael-s, when 
We imagine Others to be faft afleep. 

T'ber. I fliall not forget your Caution, and 
will endeavour to avoid the Rock, oA which 
my Afpafio ftruck ; but happily, it feems, ef- 

caped Shipwreck. You may likewife all^c 

Yourfelf, that, upon a Subjedl of exceecSing^ 
great and eternal Confequence, I Ihall not fail 
to ufe the moft attentive and impaitial Con- 
fideration. An indolent Supinenefs^ or a &- 

gdttei 

* Milton thought the fame, otherwife he would nev^ haVfc 
put thofe Words into the Mouth of a ttivine %>eaker. 

Thy Merits 

Iwputidftkill ahfohe them^ who renounce 

Their own^ both righteous and unrighteous^ Deeds : 

Jndlive in Thee tranfflanted^ andfrom Thee 

Receive new Life^ Bt III* 29^ 
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^^/WOhftinacy, in this great Crifis of Affairs, 
would be of all Errors the moft hiexcufable^ 
and muft prove of all Mifcarriages the moft 
fatal. 

AJp. But ftill Tqu cannot reconcile Tourfelf- — 
And no Wonder. For this Way of Salvation 
runs direftly counter to the Stream of corrupt 
Nature. It puzzles our Reafon, and offends 
our Pride. What ? fhall We, not work, but 
Believe unto Rigbteoufnefs * ? Shall We receive 
TXUfreefyj and reckon Ourfelves no better than 
unprofitable Servants ! This is a Method, which 
We fhould never fubmit to ; this is a Propo- 
fal, which We fhould always fpurn ; were not 
our Sentiments reftified, and our Hearts new' 
moulded, by fovereign Grace. 

Let me remind You of a little Incident, 
which You muft have read in the Grecian Hif- 
tory. A certain Stranger came, one Day, to 
dine with fome Lacedamonians. They, You 
know, always fat down at a public Table, and 
were content with the plaincft Food. The 
Gentleman, accuftomcd to higher Eating, could 
not forbear expreffing his Difguft, at the homely 
Provifion. — Sir, faid the Cook, You don't make 
ufe of the iS^«r^.— What do You mean ? re- 
plied the Gueft. — ^You do not ufe hard Exer- 
cife J nor habituate Yourfelf to long Abfti- 
nence ; nor bring a (harpencd Appetite to the 

X 3 Meal. 

♦ Rim. X. JO. 
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Meal. — And You, my dear Friend, I am ap- 
prehenfive, have not the Sauce j have not the 
proper Preparative for this falutary Doftrine -, 
which is indeed the Bread of Life, and the 
very Marrow of the Gofpel. 

Tber. What Preparative ? 

jijp. A Senfe of your great Depravity, your 
extreme Guilt, and your utterly undone Con- 
dition. — ^While deftitute of thcfe Conviflions, 
our Souls will be like the full Stomachy that 
lotbes even the Honeycomb. — So long as thcfe 
Conviftions zxtjlight^ and bover only in the 
Imagination j We (hall be lijce Gallio *, Ijftlels, 

indif- 

* A6i$xn\\. 17. A late Commentator, of diftinguiihe4 
Eminence, has attempted to vindicate (yi7ZErVs Conduct; and 
would reprefent it, as an amiable Inftance of Prudenu and 
Modiration^ 

To me this Roman Magiftrate feems to have aded a Part, 
both irreligious and unjuft, — Irreligious^ becaufe He refufcd 
to hear the Apoftle's Defence ; which was the inoft likely 
Means of his Converfion and Salvation. As one great End, 
why Providence permitted the Preachers of the Gofpel to be 
brought before Rulers and KingSy was, that fuch an incident 
might fcrve ik fj^etflv^^ov auloKt M^tt. x. 18. for aTeftimony 
(not againfty but) to them. That even the Potentates of the 
Earth, prejudiced and fupercilious as they were, might hereby 
have an Opportunity, of hearing the Chriftian Dodrine, and 
Iceing Its EfHcacv on the Spirits of Men. — Unjuft^ becaufe 
He permitted Sythenes^ then an innocent Man, ^^erwards a 
Difciple oiCHHISTy (i Cor. i. i.) tobefo illegally treated, 
and outrageoufly abufed, without interpofing for his Refcue. 

Befides ; if the HOLY SPIRIT intended to fix a Mark 
of Approbation^ rather than a Brand of Infamy^ upon the 
Proconjul's Behaviour ; I cannot but think, it would have 
been expreflcd in a Manner, different from — x«i »Jfv tkIwv 
T« FaAAfwyi (/AfAfv. Which, if it be the Language o£ Ap- 

plaufc^ 
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IndiiFerent, and caring for None rf tbefi Tlnngs: 
— ^But when they are deep^ and penetrate the 
Heart; then the Righteoufnels of a RE- 
^.DEEMER will be fweet, tafteful, and in- 
viting. As Myrrh and Frankincenfe to the 
Smell ; as Milk and Honey to the Palate ; as 
Gold and Treafures to the ruined Bankrupt. 

I'ber. What Method would You advife me 
to life, in order to get thcfe Conviftions im- 
preffed on my Heart ? 

Afp. J^ndeavourto underftandGOD's holy 
Law. Confider, how pure, how extenfive, 
how fublimely perfect it is. — ^Then, judge of 
your Ipiritual State, not from tht flattering 
Suggeftions of Self-love, nor from the defec^ 
five Examples of your Fellow-creatures, but 
by this «^;/^rr/«^. Standard of the Sanftuary.— 
Above all, befeech the GOD and FATHER 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, to fend his 
inlightening SPIRIT into your Soul. For in- 
deed, without the inlightening Influences of 
the SPIRIT, We may have the divine Law in 
our Hand j We may comprehend its gramma- 
tical Meanings yet be like blind Bartimeus un- 
der the meridian Sun. It is the blefled SPIRIT 
alone, who can rend the Veil of Ignorance 
from our Minds ; and fhew Us, either " the 

" wonder- 

plaufe, requires fome more than ordinary Skill in Criticifm, 
Co underftand it aright. But, if it be the Voice of Ccafure^ 
is obvious and intelligible to every Reader. 

X4 
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" wonderful Things of GOD's Law,** or th« 
glorious Myfteries of his Gofpel. In this Senfe, 
our polite Poet * fpeaks a Truth, as fingularly 
important, a'S'-ltis^ elegantly expreflfed : ^ 

He from thick Films Jhall purge the vifual Ray^ 
And on tbejightlejs Eye-balls pour the Day* 

Will You give me Ltave to propofe another 
Expedient ? Which, I believe, may be conii- 
derably ferviceable in this particular Cafe, 
Which, I am aflbred, v^ill be greatly advan- 
tageous in many other Reljpedts, 

"tber. Backward as I am to adopt your Doo» 
trine, I am no Enemy to my own Intereft* 
Therefore, (hall not only give You Leave to 
propofe, but give You Thanks for commuiu-. 
eating, fo valuable an Advice, 

Aj^. It is, in Reality, none of mine, K 
was long ago recommended by your old Ac- 
quaintance Horace ^f-. It confijfts in Keeping a 
Diary, 

Compile a fecrct Hiftory of your Heart and 
Condud. — Take notice of the Manner, in 
which your Time is fpent ; and of the Strain, 
that runs through your Difcourfe. How often 
the former is loft in Trifles, how often the 

latter 

• Mr. Pop€^ in his charming Poem ftyled The Mejfiab. 
\ Ilk velut fidis Anana Sodalibus oUm 

Credehat Liitis : nequeji male ceffirat ufquam 
Dccurrem alio^ mquejt bene : quofit^ ut onmts 



f'otivd patent velut i defer ipta Tabefln 

I ittj 6V/// J. Horat. Sat, 
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latter evaporates in Vanity. Attend to the 

principle from which your A£Hons flow ; whe- 
ther from the fteady habitual Love of GOD, 
or from fome rambling Impulfb, and a cufto^ 
mary Propenfity to pleaft Yourfelf ?— -Mi-^ 
nute down your Sins of Omiffhn. How fre- 
quently You negleft to glorify your CREA- 
TOR; to edify your Fellow-creatures j and 
to improve Yourfelf in. Knowledge and Holi- 
nefs.— -Obferve the Frame of your Spirit in 
religious Duties. With what Reluctance they 
are undertaken, and with what Indevotion 
performed } with how many Wanderings of 
Thought, and how much Dulnefs o^ Defire. 
-^— How often, in the common Affairs of 
Life, You feel the inordinate Sallies of Paf- 
Jion, the Workings of evil Concupifcence, or 
the Intrufion of foolifh Imaginations. 

Regifter ^okfecret Faults, to which None 
but your own Confcicnce is privy, and which 

None but the all-feeing Eye difcems, Often 

review thefe interefting Memoirs. Frequently 
contemplate Yourfelf in this faithful Mirrour. 
——An Artift, fometime ago, took a Survey 
of your Eftate. Drew the Form, and mea- 
fured the Dimenfions, of each Inclofure, Pic- 
tured out every Hedge, and fcarce omitted 9 
fmglc Tree, that grew upon the Premifes.^— — 
Aft thus with your Will, your Underftanding, 
your Affeftipns. Thefe are your noble inter-^ 

mt 
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nal Demefne. Of which None but Yourfcif 
can be a competent Surveyor. 

n)er. It is unreafonable and prepofterous, 
I muft acknowledge, to be minutely exa6): in 
meaner Matters, and ufe no Accuracy of In- 
fpe^on in the mofl: momentous Affairs. To 
hxvt a correfl Draught of our Lands, which 
are a tranfient Inheritance; and no Map of 
that everlq/iing Poflef&on, the Soul. 

j4J>. Gratify me then, my dear Heron^ in 
this Particular. As I purpofe to fet out very 
early in the Morning, I (hall infift upon it; 
that You do not rife before your ufual Time, 
in order to compliment my Departure. But 
I now make it my ia^ Wifti, and my farting 
Requeft, that You will, for fome Months at 
leafl, keep a Diary* 

You have wondered at my Opinion, con- 
ceining the Corruption of our Nature, and 
the InfuiHciency of our Righteoufhefs. This 
may feem ftrange, this may appear (hocking, 
to a Mind unacquainted with itfelf. But, when 
Ypu have fearchcd your Heart, by this Probe; 
when You have felt the Pulfe of your Soul^ 
by Self-examination ; then, You will be bet- 
ter able to judge of my Sentiments, and enter 
into the Reafons of my Faith. 
. By this means. We (hall alfo difcover the 
Sins, that moft ea(ily befct Us ; which moft 
frequently elude our Vigilance, and ba(He our 

Refolu^ 
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Refolution. We fhall learn, bow to poft our 
Guard ; when to eJcercife the ftrifteft Watch ; 
and where to direft the Artillery of Prayer. — 
In a Word ; We fhall learn, better than from 
ten thoufand Volumes, to know Ourselves. 
A Knowledge, which was fuppofed, by the an- 
ticnt Philofophers, to defccnd from Heaven*; 
and which, I believe, our Chrijlian Divines 
will allow, has a happy Tendency to lead 
People thither. Becaufe, of all other Prepa- 
ratives, it beft difpofes them for that blefled 
REDEEMER, who is the Way, the only 
Way to thofe blifsful Manfions. 

Now I have mentioned a JFc^y let nie fup- 
pofe You traveling through an unkiidwii Coun- 
try. You come to a Place, where the Road 
divides itfelf into two equally inviting Parts. 
You are at a lofs, which Track to purfue. 
Whofe Direftion will you choofe to follow ? 
That Man's, who has pafled through neither 
of them ? That Man's, who has pafled through 
one of them only ? Or that Man's, who has 
pafled and repafled through them both? — To 
wait for an Anfwer, would be an Affront to 
your Judgment. Only let me obferve, that 
the laft is your AJpafio's Cafe. He has traveled 
long and proceeded far, even in your Path. 
All that Circumfpeftion and Afliduity, all that 
Prayer and Self-denial, all that Failing and 

Alms 
♦ ..._- E p4ch difiendity yvi^lih tf-iotuJfv. Juvciit 
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Alms and every other Means of Grace could 
do, in order to eftabliOx a Righteoufiiefs of his 
own, has been done. But to no Purpoic, — 
He has alfo trod every Step in the Way, which 
he reconunends to his beloved Friend. . He 
has made the Tryal, and can fet his Proiatum 
efly to every Expedient which He advifes. And 
may very truly fay, with his divine MASTER, 
We Jpeak that Wt do bmo *, and teflify that 
We have experienced. Or, with the evange- 
lical Prophet, This is the JVay^ the Way of 
Peace, of Holinefs, and of Joy, wBlk ye in it ^. 

Tber. I am fairy to obferve, that the Night 
is coming on, and our Converfation almoil at 
an End. My Regret is increafed, by the Con- 
fideration of your intended Journey.^ — Though 
Bufinefs obliges You to de/^art ; it will, I hojpe, 
afford You Leifure to write. This will be 
fome Compenfation for the Want of your Com- 
pany. 

Yonder Sun is finking below the Horizon, 
and juft taking leave of our Earth. To re^ 
tard the depaiting Radiance, at lead to aU 
liviate the approaching Lofs, thofe weftern 
Clouds catch the Rays; and refle£l them to 
our View, in a moft amufing Diverfity of Co- 
lours. By this means. We enjoy the great 
Luminary in bis Beams, even when bis Orb is 

with- 
♦ jfobnuu II. + Ifaiab7ax.2i. 
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whihdrtiwh finom cttr ^ght— -Aa «pillxDi«iry 
Infierc6ufle tm fbitidihitig; ^ the fimie Numre. 
Letters may be traDed, t^ tVdk ^ ahienft 
Friend*, hf this Expedifeftt, they comttitHM*. 
cate thdif Aotrghts, a^ttr thdttgh CbttMfks, 
Kingdoms, ©f Sea* iftittrcse^ their /8f>eet*. 
You muft, therefore, promife me this Satis- 
fa6Hon ; and let me converfe with my Afpafio 
by the Periy when I can no longer have an In- 
terview with Him in Per/on. 

Afp. You have anticipated me, ^heron. Other- 
v^e, what is now my Promife, would have 
been my Requeft. 

I cannot 1;)iitteke'iKiCaae ^ another Parti- 
cularity, irL;)^^ of 
Clouds. ]9^ lia^ ^«Mi <teir Appearance, 
as theLanmdr Dtydi^i|^^^ Its Situation. — 
A little whue ag^ tiie^lCbftains of the Sky, 
were flreaked w|t|i IQ^ge, or tinged with 
Amber. Prefently, they borrow the Blufh of 
the Rofe, or tlie foftened Red of the Pink. 
Erelong, they glow with Vermilion, or deepen 
into Crimfon. Soon fucceeds the purple-tinc- 
tured Robe of Majefty; and as foon (thus 
tranficnt is all fublunary Grandeur!) gives 
place to Xhsfatk Veil of Evening, or \h& gloomy 
Pall of Night. — Such, I truft, will be the 
iSu^ of my Herons prefent Apprehenfions. 
All his iplendid Ideas of human Excellency 

and 
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and Self-righteoufnefs, voll become faint ; will 
lofe their imag^ary Luftre ; tiU^ at length, 
they darken into deep Self^afement. — ^Then, 
the Sun of Righteousness will be amiable, 
will be deiirable, as the Beauties of the Dawn, 
breaking upon the Shades of Night. 
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LETTER I. 

AspAsio to Therok. 

Dear Theron, 

AM now at the Seat of my wor-« 
thy Friend CamiUus ; where Bufi- 
nefs and Inclination will fix me 
for fome Weeks. — This Evening 
we had a moft pleafmg Ramble. 
I have met with nothing fo agreeable, fince I 
left your Houfe^ apd loft your Company. 

The 
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I. The Time was juft aniTod, ^ tht Scene 
1 Inras fuiiy opened, iK^iicfa fumilhed our great 
'. lV)et with his fine Ddcrip^^on s 

iV2w wts the Sun tn m^em CaJencr kw^ 
From 'Nbon -, nndgenflt Atn^ duectibar Hoar^ 
To fan the Earth now wakd^ and ujher in 
The Evening cool. 

At this Junfture, Camillus invited me to take 
the Air. — We waBked, feveral Times, ilong a 
clofe (hady Alley, arched with the Foliage of 
Filberds. Here, hid from every Eye, and the 
whole World withdrawn from our View, We 
fcemed like Monks flroiitig irt their dojrfters,^— 
Turning ihort at the £nd, We enter a paiallel 
Range of majeftic and uniformly fpreading 
WaUnut "Trees. WMch was fomewhat like ad- 
vancing tlu'ough a low Porch, into the Ifles 
of a magnkicent Cathedral. The broad Leaf, 
and large Trunk of thofe lordly Trees — ^their 
very diffufivc Spread, added to 4lieir firodigious 
Height — give them an Air of uncommon Dig- 
nity. It fwells the Imagination w^ vaft Ideas, 
and efnveitaius it with a romantic Kind of De- 
light, to expatiate aihidft fuchhuge Cdnmafi, 
and under fuch fuperb Eievatbns, c^ Uvis^ 
Archita6hire. 

Quitting ourCatbedral, Wetnrn once again, 
and pafs into a grand Colonade of Oah : fi> 
regular in their Situation, fo finiilar in their 

Size^ 
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Size, and fo remarkably correfpondent in every 
Circumftance, that they looked like the TCioins 
pi Nature; not only belonging to the fame 
Family, but produced at the fame Birth« — - 
Through thefe lay a Walk, ftrait, fpacious, 
, and gracefully long. Far exceeding the laft 
in the Extent of its Area, though much in- 
ferior in the Statelinefs of its Cieling. It put 
me in mind of that divine Benignity, which 
has allowed Us Jix Days, for the Profecution 
of our own comparatively low Affairs ; and 
fet apart but me^ for the more immediate At- 
tendance on the fublime Exercifes of Devotion. 
This Walk was covered with the neateft Gra-- 
veil and not a Weed to be feen, nor one Spire 
of Grafs, through the whole extended Sur- 
face. It ftole, into a continual Afcent; yet fo 
very gradually, that the Rife was fcarce dif- 
cemable, either by the fearching Eye, the toil- 
ing Feet, or the panting Breath. — At the Ex- 
tremity, a handfome Summer-houfe (hewed a 
Flight of Steps, and half a Venetian Door. 
The reft of the Building was hid by the cluf- 
tering Branches. 

As foon as We enter the Apartment, Ca^ 
millus throws open the Left-hand Saih ; and, 
with it, a moft inlarged and amufive ProfpeSt. 
— The Struflure appeared fituate on the Brow 
of a confiderable Eminence. Wjiofe Sides 
were partly confufed and wild with broken 

Vol. IL Y Rocks, 
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Rocks, paitly fhagged and perplexed with 
thorny Shrubs. The Speflator is agreeably 
furprifed, to find Himfelf accommodated with 
6> elegant a Manfion, on the Summit of fb 
rude and ruinous a Spot.— —But, how greatly 
is his Sui-prife and his Satisfaction augmented, 
when he cafts his Eye forward y and beholds 
the beautiful Meadsy which, from the Foot of 
this ragged Hill, ftretch themfelves into a Space 
almoft unmeafurable ! 

Through the midft of this extenfive Vale, 
which was decked with the fincft Verdure, and 
replenilhed with the richcft Herbage, a River 
rolled its copious Flood. Rolled in a thoufand 
ferpentine MeanderSy as though it had loft its 
Way in the floweiy Labyrinth, or made re- 
peated Efforts of flowing back to its Source^ 

Till, at lafi, having wandered more than 

twice the Length of the Meadows ; having 
held a Mirror to the afpiring Poplars, and 
bending Willows ; having paid a welcome Sa- 
lute to feveral ornamented Fillas^ and pafled 
through the Arches of two or three curioufly 
pendent Bridges ; it feemed to meet the Sky, 
and tningle with the Horizon. 

Oppofite to the Front Window, a Cajcade 
fell from the adjacent Stream. It flafhed and 
foamed along a broad Slope, indented vdth 
fmall Pits, and jagged with protuberant Stones. 
Tlie Current, vexed and embarraflcd, fccmed 

to 
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tp rave at thp intervening Obftacles ; and for- 
cing its F3pid, indignant, fonorous Way, ftruck 
the Ear \vith a Peal of liquid Thunder. Thefe 

fretful \ii|fers let our angry Paffions ob- 

ferve the Admonition, and follow the Example 
— fopn were pacified ; foon forgot to chide. 
CoUedled into a little Rivulet, they ran off in 
ealoj and filent Jlr^pfe, till they loft themfelves 
^imongft Beds of Ofier, and Plantations of 
Alder. 

The Riyer, widening a? it flowed, was parted 
here and there by fevcral little Iflands. Some 
tufted with Reeds ^ and the Refort of Swans. 
Some, adorned with ftately PorticoSy and fplen- 
4id Alcoves y the graceful Rjetreats of rural Plea- 
fure. Some, furniftied with green imbower- 
ing Walk?, fitted for ftudious Retirement and 
fedate Contemplation.— 43n either Side of the 
charming Valliey, Towns and Villages lay thick 
ai>d looked gay ; adding Ornament and Va- 
riety to the Scene, and receiving innumerable 
Advantages from the palFing Wave. 

The Whole recalled to an attentive Obfer- 
ver's Mind, that amiable and auguft Spe6tacle, 
which the Syrian * Soothfayer could not be- 
hold, without a Rapture of Delight; — From 
the top of the Rocks I fee the Tiibes of JEHO- 
VAH, and from the Hills I behold the Habita- 
tions of his chofcii People. Hozv goodly are 

Y 2 tby 

* Kumh. xxiii. 7. 
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tly T^cntSy O Jacob ! And thy tabernacles^ O If- 
raell As the VallieSy are they fpread forth ; a$ 
Gardens y by the Rivers Side : as Trees of exqui- 
fite Fragrance *, which the LORD hath planted: 
as Cedars of ftatelicft Growth, flourijhing bejide 
the Waters. 

We had but juft looked about Us, when a 
Meffenger came for Camillus. As He was called 
to fettle fome private Affairs, I chofe to ftay 
in this inviting Retreat; and determined to 
make myfelf amends for the Lofs of Camilluss 
Company, by beginning a Correfpondence with 
my ^heron. — ^We have Pen, Ink, and Paper 
in all our rural Retirements ; that, if any 
Thing is ftarted in Difcourfe, or occurs in Me- 
ditation, worthy to be remembered, it may im- 
mediately be committed to Writing. 

I could not but obferve to my Friend, that^ 
fine as the Profpeft appeared, there was one 
Decoration wanting ;> if (omt grand Deformity 
may be called a Decoration* The Ridges of 
a bleak and barren Mountain, or the Skirts 
of a Sun-burnt tawny Heath, would give ad^ 
ditional Uvelinefsy to the ornamented Parts di 

the 

* Numb. xxiv. 5, 6. It is well known that the Word 
B^/pK is ^^^^ in *e facred Writings, to denote cither s 
delightful Perfume^ Prov.vii. 17. ox ^zx. fin'^ aromatic Plant, 
which produces it, Cantic. iv. 14. — For which Reafon, I 
think it very juftifiablc, to render the Expreffion, Trm ^f 
$xquijite Fragrance ; and am perfuaded, it will be far more 
intelligible to the Generality of Readers^ than Trus of Lign^ 
Aloes. 
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the Liandfchape, and make their Beauties ftrike 
with double Vigour. — This alfo, by (hewing 
what wretched inhofpitable Quarters might 
have been affigned Us, would awaken in our 
Hearts a more fervent Gratitude to the fupreme 
DISPOSER of Things; who has caft our 

Lot in a fairer Ground, and given us a 

more goodly Heritage." 

So, a proper Knowledge of the divine Law 
—of its fublimePerfeftions, and rigorous Sanc- 
tion — ^joined with a Conviftion of pur own 
extreme Deficiency, and manifdd Tranlgref- 
fions — all this would indear the bleffed JESUS 
to our Affeftions, and powerfully recommend 
his Rightedufnefs to our Defires. — The Re- 
mainder of this Epiftle, therefore, fhall turn 
upon fbme Inflances of Duty, injoined in that 
facred Syftem. By which it may be highly ufe- 
fiil to examine our Conduft, and fift our 
Hearts : in wbicb^ . I believe, we have all fallen 
£hort, and are all become guilty : from which ^ 
We may learn the Imperfeftion of our beft 
Services, and fee the inexpreffible Need of a 
better Righteoufnefs than our own. 

The Knowledge of GOD is the Foundation 
of all vital Religion, and indeed is the Con- 
fummation of human Happinefs. It is not 
only Matter of prefent Duty, but the very Ef- 
fence of our future Blifs s T^his is Life etcrnaU 
Y 3 to 
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to know Thee the only true GOD, and jfESUS 
CHRIST whom Thou bajifent *. — ^Yet, importlnt 
and obligatory as it is, are We not very defeftive 
in this divine Science ? Have We duly ac* 
quainted Ourfelves with the marvelous ExceU 
lencies of the LORD JEHOVAH? Hisuh^ 
controulable Power, and all-comprehending 
Wifdom \ his unbounded Goodhefs, and un- 
wearied Patience; his immaculate Holinefs, 
and inflexible Juftice; his never-failing Paith* 
fulnefs, and inviolkble Veracity ? — Have We, 
according to the Dire6tidn of Our injpir^d TvUr 
tor, purfued this facred Study on our Knees -f; 
and fought this mofl noble of all intelle^al 
Endowments, not merdy from Books, but 
principally at the Throne of Grace. Have We 
fought it, like that zn^tnt Jewifi Stutfent, 
with an early Application, and with inceflarit 
AflTiduity 5 even " from the Flower, till the 
" Grape was ripe % ?" 

Is that fcanty Ray of Knowledge, which 
perhaps has forced itfelf through our original 
Darknefs, operative on our Affe6lions ? Have 
We loved the LORD our GOD with all our 
Heart ? This is the firft ?ind great Command- 
ment II . — Have We conftantly entertained the 
moft magnificent and honourable Thoughts 
of his fublime Peifedlions ? Is our Efteem for 

this 

♦ John xvii. 3, f James i. 5. % Ecchf. li. 15, 

J Matt, xxiu 38. 
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this immenfely great and moft bleflcd BEING, 
high, fupcrlative, matchleCs ? fomewhat like. 
tbati expreffcd by the Pfalmift ; Whm have I in 
Heaven but Thee ? And there is None upon Earthy 
that I dejire in comparifon of Thee *.— ^-Have we; 
been afFe^lionately concerned for his Glory ^ and 
zealous to advance his holy Religion ? Troubled, 
very ienfibly troubled, when our MAKER'S 
Honour has been trampled in the Duft, by U-. 
centious Tongues, or flagitious Deeds ? 

Have We made it our ruling Care, to ap- 
prove the Whole of our Life, and the moft 
iccret Tranfa^lions of our Bineaft, to his all- 
leeing Eye ? Rjefi^ved, deliberately reiblvied to 
facrifice, not only our doling Lufts, but even ' 
our moft valuable Intenefts, whenever they 
ftand in competition with the gpod Pieafur/^ 
of his Will ?— In a Word j as the Hart pantr 
cth after the Water4)rooks, with fuch vehe-, 
ment and inextinguijbable Ardour, have Wc 
thirflcd after— a brighter Manifeftation of hi* 
Perfe(5Uons — fome Ivveeter Afllirances of his 
Love — and an ever-increafing Conformity to 
his Image? 

Such was the Temper of thofe excellent 
Men, who are chirafterized in the Scriptures 
of Truth, as Children of the HIGHEST, and 
Patterns for our Imitation. This is their Lan- 
guage I The Dejire of our Soul is unto thy Name 

Y 4 and 

* Pfalm Uxiii. 25. 
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and the Remembrance of Thee. With my Soul 
have I dejired Thee in the Night ; yeay with my 
Spirit within me will Ifeek I'hee early *. — Nei- 
ther is fuch Warmth of Love, and Fervour of 
Defire, any needlefs or extravagant Pitch of 
Devotion ; but a reafonahk Service, indifpen- 
fibly due, from all intelligent Creatures, to 
the great AUTHOR of their Being — ^in whom 
all poffible Perfeftions, with the utmoft Exal- 
tation and Glory, refide — from whom all Man- 
ner of Bleflings, in the moft copious and ne- 
ver-failing Communications, flow. 

When We receive, from an abfent Friend^ 
rich and repeated Prefents ; Cafks of generous 
Wine, or Jarrs of delicious Fruit 5 We feel 
Ourfelves inkindled into a grateful Affe6Kon. 
We honour, We love the Perfoii, who allows 
Us fuch a diftinguifhed Place in his Heart \ 
and expreffes his cordial Regard, by fuch a 
Series of a6live and tender Benevolence, — ^The 
blefled GOD is a Friend to Us All, infinitely 

power- 

* Ifai. xxvi. 8, 9. We can hardly, tejl, which to admire 
moft, the Beauty of the Defcription, or the Piety of the Per- 
fons. / have defire4\ and not with inaftive Wiflies, b.ut 
fuch as prompt to vigorous Endeavoun, / wiU fuk Thee. 
And early^ with the moft vieilant|Application and unwea^ 
ried Afliduity. — ^The Emphahs is very much increafed, by 
the Addition of thofe lively Words, with my Souly yea with 
wy Spirit \ with the whole Bent and Sway of my AffeSions, 
and with the fteady invariable Determination of my Judg- 
inent. — Thus have I defired Thee, even in the Night j wh^ 
both the Purfuits and the Thoughts of other People, are funk 
and loft in profound Repofe. Thus will I feek Thee, with 
a Zeal — early as the rifing — ccn/tant^ the rcturnijig Sun, 
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powerful, and equally munificent. We are 
the conftant Objefts of his more than friendly, 
of his parental Cares. Every paffing Moment 
is a Meflenger of his Patience, and charged 
with fome Token of his Bounty. For our Sake, 
He has diffufed Bleflings over all the Face of 
the Earth ; and commanded every Element to 
concur, in miniftering to our Accommodation. 
He has not only adapted his Benefits to our 
feveral Wants ; but has given them a Diver- 
fificatiofiy large as the Scope of our Wifhes ; 
and an Enrichment^ far beyond all that our 
Fancy could conceive. — Profiife Liberality! 
Yet fmall and fcanty, compared with his Mer- 
cies in CHRIST JESUS. 

What? If GOD, willing to manifeft the 
fuper-abundant Riches of his Kindnefs, had 
made bare the Arm of his Omnipotence; and 
ftruck a moft miraculous Road through the 
Surges of the Ocean, to afford Us a fafe Pat- 
fage ? — If, to accommodate Us in our Travels, 
He had brought Waters out of the flinty Rock ; 
and bid the Ravens bring Meat to our Hands, 
bid the Winds convey Manna to our Doors ? 
—If, to furnifh us with a commodious Setr 
tlement, He had dethroned mighty Kings, dif- 
pofleffed populous Nations, and made the Walls 

of impregnable Cities fall to the Ground? 

If, to further the Difpatch of our Bufinefs, or 
facilitate the Conqueft of our Enemies, He 

had 
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had arrefted the Sua in his meridian Career, 
and laid an Embargo upon the Moon, fetting 

out on her nightly Tour? In fhort, if to 

promote our Welfare, He had fufpended the 
Powers, and controuled the Laws of univerlal 
Nature ; had wrought all the Miracles, exhi- 
bited in the Land of Eg^t^ or recorded in the 
Volumes of Infpiration — — fliould We not 
think Ourfelves under the moft inviolable En- 
gagements, to love the LORD our GOD, 
Who had donefo great Things for Us 5— to love 
Him unfeignedly and ardently 5— to love Him 
with a fupreme Afitftion, far above every other 
amiable Ol^'ed: ? Yet, We have greater, in- 
comparably greater Obligations to our Al- 
mighty BENEFACTOR. For (hear O Hea- 
vens ! wonder O Earth ! and let Eternity dwdl 
upon the ftupendous Truth !) GODjpared not 

bis SON bis own SON ^his tranfcendcntly 

glorious and divinely excellent SON— — &tf de^ 
Hvered him up to the deepeft Humiliation and 
to the moft accurfed Death, for Us Men and 
our Salvation. 

O, Tberon I Have We been imprcflfed vnth 
Wonder y at the Contemplation of this Good- 
ncfs ? Have our Hearts glowed with Gratitude^ 
under a Senfe of thefe Mercies ? Surdy, No 
Man need be convifted of any other Crime, 
at the great Tribunal, than Infenfibility of 
fuch Love, and Ingratitude for fuch Favours^ 

This, 
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This, without the Acceffion of horrid Impie- 
ties, is Plough to leave Him abfolutely inex- 
cufablc. This is enough to prove Him one 
of the moft difingenuous, and detefiaiJe of Crea-^ 
tures. 

Have We exerciied Ourfelves in frequent 
Sjbanijgiving ? Many are the Exhortations to 
this honourable Duty. Praife thy GOD, Q 
Sim * ; Praife Him far his mighty ASts f : — 
Praife Him according to his excellent Great nefs J. 
*— ^Innumerable are the Incitements to abound 
in this pleafant Service. Every Comfort has 
a Voice, and cries in the Ear of Reafon ; O / 
that Men mnmld therefore praife the LORD for 
bis Goodnefs. Every Ddiverance inforces the 
Addrefs, and fumiflies frefli Materials for the 
licavenly Employ.— The Man after GOD's 
i>wn Heart declares, as an inviting Example 
for our Pra6tice 5 I will blefs the LORD at all 
Times : His Praife fhall continually be in n^ 

Month : 

♦ Pfiflm cxivii. 12, t P/alm cl. 2. 

X Amoftg thefe Exhortations. We may rank that beautiful 
and liobfc Addrefs to GOD, ^jf'^a^^ m'^np 3tt^V Pfalm 
xxii. J. Thou that inhablteft — Light inacceiTible, fhall I fay ? 
The Regions of Iramcnfity, or the Ages of Eternity ? No ; 
but what is a more exalted Charafier — The Praifis of Ifrael^ 
pinely fignifying, that this is a moft acceptable oacriiice ; to 
which the Divfrie MAJESTY attends wfth die grcateft Dc- 
light. — Intimating alfo, that the Exercife of Praife fhoul4 
Xiot be an occafional Thing, like a tranfimt Vlfit to a Stran- 
ger's Houfe ; but a dally and almoft unintefih^lted Service) 
like ^^ftatfi Rejidena of a Petfon in his pwn H4^tati4^n, 
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Mouth * : Tedy as long as I have any Beings I 
will fingPraifes unto my GOD 'f. — ^Indeed, when 
We confider the inexhaiiftibly rich Bounty of 
GOD our CREATOR, and the inconceivably 
tender Mercy of GOD our REDEEMER, it 
is both ftrange and deplorable, that the Love 
of GOD is not always prevailing in our Hearts, 
and the Language of Praife ever flowing from 
our Lips. 

I will not fuppofe our Chara6ler fo irreligi- 
ous, that We have neglefled the daily Wor- 
Ihip of GOD, either in our Clofet, or in our 
Family. — But, have we prayed with that pro- 
found reverential Awey which is due to the 
HIGH and LOFTY ONE that inbabiteth Eter^ 
nity ? — Have We made our Supplications with 
that fervent Importunityy which may in fome 
meafure correfpond with the extreme Indir- 
gence of our State, and the invaluable Worth 
of the Bleflings We crave ? — Have our Peti- 
tions been attended with that Jieady Affiancey 
which may glorify the Goodnefs, the Power, 
the Veracity of the LORD? May evidently 
declare, That He is rich in Mercy y to All them 
that call upon Him % : that He is the LORD 
JEHOVAHy in whom is everlafting Strength || : 
that He is the GOD of "Truthy and faithful for 
ever §• We call Him FATHER: but have 

We 

• Pfalm xxxiv. i. f P/abn cxivi. 2. 

t Rm. X, 12. I I/ai xxvi. 4* § Dfut. vii, 9* 
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We trailed in Him, with that unfufpefling, 
chearful, filial Confidence, which a Child re- 
pofes on the Fidelity and Indulgence of an 
earthly Relative ? Have We not entertained, 
too often entertained, narrow, diflionourable, 
beggarly Apprehenfions, concerning the Trea- 
fures of his Liberality, and the Bowels of his 
Pity ? Rating them even lower than our Pa- 
rent's, our Friend's, or our own? 

Have We been careful to carry the Spirit 
of our Prayers into our (?r^';^tfryConverfation; 
and waited at the Door, as well as approached 
to the Throne of Grace — Amidft the Intervals 
of our fblemn Devotions, have We cultivated 
an ejaculatory Intercourfe with Heaven ? How 
highly would the ambitious ConvtitY prize^ and 
how frequently would Hq uje b, privy Key, 
that fhould give Him, at all Hours, free Ad- 
mittance to his Sovereign. This Key of Ad- 
mittance, only to an infinitely more exalted 
POTENTATE, We all poffefs in the PraiEHce 
of mental Afpirations to GOD. — It is certainly 
the nobleft Employ, and will be the richeft 
Improvement of our Thoughts, to fend them 
in fuch fhort Embaffies to the KING of Kings; 
and to derive, by fuch occafional Sallies * of 

Faith, 

♦ We have, in Scripture, very remarkable Inftanccs of 
the Succefs, which has attended ejaculatory Prayer. — Obfcrve 
Nihtmiah : He ftands before Ahafuerus^ apprchcnfive of the 
Monarch's Difpleafure, yet delirous to folicit Him in Beha]f 

of 
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be to our fpiritual Interefts, and how con- 
temptuous a Difregardoi the ever prefent JE- 
HOVAH, to omit intircly, or long to difcon- 
tinue, this moft beneficial Praftice of habitual 
Adoration ? — Can You, my dear T'beron, ac- 
quit Yourfelf on this Article of Inquiry ? Has 
not every Day of your Life been a Day of 
.Negligence in this Refpe£l ? Been a perpetual 
Difobedicnce to our SAVIOUR'S Injunftion ; 
Men oughts in this Manner, ahoays to pray\ and 
not to faint *. 

Have We fanftified the Sabbath? Has the 
LORD'S Day, with all its fofemn and lacred 
Offices, been our Delist ? Have Wc remem- 
bered that diflinguiflied Portion of our Time, 
as Jac&b remembered the delightful Interview 
at Peniel? Have Wc expcfted it, as Merchants 
cxpeft the Arrival of a richly laden Veflel ? 
Have We improved it, as Huibandmen im- 
prove the ihining Hours of the Harveft ? Have 
. Wc wholly laid afide every earthly Engage- 
ment J not Jpeakrng our own Words -f-, nor al- 
lowing Ourfdvcs in any Gratifications, that 
may obftruft our Progrefe in Grace, or inter- 
rupt our Communion with die FATHER of 

Spirits ? 

M This (added He, and fpoke with t {peculiar Veheonenoe) 
^ thii is the Prayer* which all the Devils ia Hdl cannot 
** withftand." — This, I would farther obfcrve, is the Prayer, 
which brings down fomewhat of Hiauin into the Heart ^ in 
which I would myfelf defu'e to abound ^ and would earneftly 
recommend, to all my Acquaintance, and all my Readers. 
• lAiktVim^i, + ^itf^lviii. 13. 
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Spirits? — Has one Day in his Courts been 
preferable to a Thoufand *, fpent in the moft 
admired Scenes of Amufement ? Has our Soul 
been filled as it were with Marrow and Fat- 
nefs -f-, when our Mouth has been employed, 
in praifing his exalted MAJESTY, or bleffing 
his condefcending Goodncfs ? — Have the Me- 
morials of our redeemer's dying Merits, 
and the Seals of his unchangeable Loving- 
kindnefs, been relilhed as a Feaft, and prized 
as a Portion ? 

Have We honoured GOD's holy Word^ — 
What greater Mark of Difefteem, than to de- 
fpife a Perfon's Difcourfe j and not to think 
his Speech worthy of our Notice ? Efpecially, 
when He addreffes Us with very great SeriouA 
nefs, and with the utmoft AfFeftionl In our 
Bible, the GOD of Glory fpeaks to his Crea- 
tures ; fpeaks with the moft perfuafive Energy, 
and with all the Yearnings of parental Ten- 
demefs. Have We liftened to our CREATOR, 
with Reverence and Delight ; and rejoiced with 
Tremblings at — "thus faith the LORD? 

Have We fearched the Oracles of Truth, 
not merely as Scholars ^ but as Sinners -, not 
from a Spirit of Curiofity, or with an Air of 
Formality, but with a Solicitude and Ardour, 
becoming Perfons, who inquire after the SA- 
VIOUR of their loft Souls? Have We fub- 

mitted 

♦ Pfabn Ixxxiv. lo. + Pfabn Ixiii. 5, 



Let. I. AsPAsio to TheHom. 353 

mitted our inmoft Thoughts to 'their impartial 
Scrutiny ; to receive Conviflion of Sin from 
their awful Remonftrances, and to hear the 
Sentence of Condemnation at their righteous 
Bar ? — Have We been willing to fufFer the Re- 
proach of confcious Bafenefs^ while they have 
ripped up the Difguifes of Falfhood ; laid open 
our fecret Iniquities j and brought all our evil 
Ways to. Remembrance? TYims Jojiab a£led. 
His Heart was tender ^ and He humbled HimfelJ 
before the LORD ; He rent his Clothes^ and wept 
before the LORD^ when He heard the Words of 
the Book of the Law *. 

Have We hid the glad Tidings of the Go^-^ 
pel, as an ineftimable Treafurc, within our 
Hearts ? And been careful to make it our own^ 
by concomitant Meditation, and fubfequent 
Prayer ? — Have We valued the precious Pro- 
mifes, as Gentlemen of Wealth value the Writ- 
ings of their private Eftates \ or as infranchifed 
Bodies efteem the Charter of their public Pri- 
vileges ?r — Have We, like the princely Patri- 
arch, longed for thofe Words of Edification, 
Exhortation, and Comfort, more than for our 
neceflfary Food -f ? And, like the royal Pro- 
phet, prevented the Night-watches, that We 
may be occupied in thofe Statutes X ^^^ Or- 
dinances of Heaven ? 

We 

♦ 2 Chran. xxxiv. 27. + J oh xxiii. 12. 

1 Pjalm cxix, 148, 
Vol. II. Z 
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We have hitherto confined the Examinationy 
to a few Inftances of the affirmative Kind; 
how dreadfully will the dark Account b6 fwell- 
cd, if, inftead of Love and Obedience, there 
be Hatred and Oppofition — ^Haired of the 
Name, Glory, and Worfhip of GOD— C^ 
pofition to hislntereft, Kingdom, and Service! 

GOD is infinite Perfection: worthy of alt 
Admiration : exalted above all Praife. Yet do 
not our Thoughts more frequently, or more 
naturally turn upon our own Accomplifhments, 
than upon the adorable and fhining Attributes 
of the ALMIGHTY? This is, in itfelf, the 
moft fhameful Dotage; and, in GOD's Sight, 
the moft abominable Idolatry. Yet, let Us ob* 
ferve what palfes within, and We fliall pro- 
bably find, that as Damps arifc in the Mines, 
or Fogs in the fenny Grounds, fo naturally 
and fo copioufly do thefe over-weening Re- 
fleftions arife in our depraved Minds. 

GOD is an everlajling King. Have We not 
too often rebelled agamft his Authority ? Have 
We not, as far as in Us lay, depofed the om* 
nipotent Sovereign, and exalted Self into the 
Throne ? Made Self-will our Law, and Self- 
pleafing oui' End ? 

GOD is tranfcendently gracious and amiable. 
Have We not turned our Backs upon Kim, 
by forgetting his Mercies, even while We fit 
at his Table, and are fed from his Hand? 

Na^, 
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Nay, have We not even fpurned Him from 
cur AfFeftions, by being Lovers of Pleafure^ 
fnore than Lovers of God*? — Awake, Confci* 
cncc : bear thy impartial Teftimony : and I 
am perfuaded, the Pharifee in our Breafts, like 
the Man that was unfurnifhed with the Wed- 
ding-garment, muft be ftruck dumb ; muft be 
covered with Confufion. 

Is our Heart warm with brotherly Love ?— 
Good-manners will put Exprcflions of Civility 
into our Mouths ; but has a Power from on 
High implanted the royal Law of Charity in 
our Breafts ? The Charafter of a Gentleman 
Requires a Deportment acceffible, obliging, arid 
courteous : has the Spirit of Cbrijlianity taught 
Us to love, not in Word or plaufible Appear- 
ance only, but in Deed and in Truth -f- ? — Do 
We love our Neighbours, not merely on Ac- 
count of feme Relation they bear Us, or fome 
Services they have done Us ? But, becaufethey 
are Creatures of the blefled GOD; are the 
Objcfts of his providential Care ; and capable 
at leaft of being conformed to his Image ? Do 
We lave them, becaufe We hope, that the 
LORDJESUS CHRISTIES bought them 
with his Blood ; is willing to make them Par- 
takers of his SPIRIT, and Members of his 
Myftical Body ? 

Z 2 Are 

♦ 2 Tim. iil. 4. t I 7«*» "»• 18. 
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Are We fmcerely concerned for their prefent 
Welfare, and their eternal Happinefs ? Do We 
embrace all Opportunities of promoting, both 
the one, and the other ? Embrace them with 
xhtfame Alacrity, and improve them with the 
fame 2ieal, which aftuate Us in feeking our 
own Felicity ? — If they exceed Us in all that is 
amiable, and all that is profperous, do We 
contemplate their fuperior Excellence with a 
real Complacency, and their more abundant 
Succels with a real Satisfaction ? 

Do We diflike to hear, and abhor to fprcad, 
defamatory Tales > even when our Adverfaries 
are the Men, whom they tend to blacken ? — 
When rudely affronted, or caufelefly abufed, 
do We pity the Offenders, for xht Wrong done 
to their own Souls ; rather than kindle into 
Refentn^ent, at the Indignity offered to Our-* 
felves ? — ^When greatly injured, are We flow 
to Anger, and not eafily provoked ? Are We 
much more willing to be reconciled, than to 
foment Difpleafure, and profecute Revenge? 
In a Word; doV^^ love our Enemies \ blefsfbem^ 
that curfe Us-, do Good to them, that bate Us; 
and pray for them^ which defpitefully uji Usy and 
perfecute Us * ? — Without this loving and lovely 

Difpo- 

♦ Matt. V. 44. rfT?at Manmr of Lovt h this ? How dif- 
intereited ! how extenfive ! how triumphant ! Muft not all 
the boaftcd Benevolence o^ the Philofopher and Moralift, ftrikc 
Sail to this evangelical Charity ? Muft not both Moralift and 
Philofopher acknowledge the Ncceffity of a divine Operation^ 
thus to inlargcy exalt^ and refine their focisil AfFcftions I 
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Difpofition, JVe abide^ fays the Apoftle, in 
Death * 3 are deftitute of fpiritual, and have 
no Title to eternal Life. 

Let me add — Are all our Graces, and all 
our Works, clothed with Humility -f- 1" This 
fhould be the Drefs, in which they appear j 
and the Soil, in which they flourifti. — Do We 
maintain a very low Opinion of our own Ac- 
complifhments, and in Honour prefer Others to 
Our/elves X? Habitually fenfible, that We are 
lefs than the lead of the divine Mercies, and 
the chiefeft of Sinners ? 

I might eafily have branched out the pre- 
ceding Subjefts, into a much greater Variety 
of interrogatory Articles. But I choofe to pre- 
fent You with a Specimen, rather than attempt 
a full Detail. Your own Meditations will in- 
large the Sketch, and fupply what is defe6tive. 
Only let me beg of You, my dear T^heron^ to 
try your Heart by this Touchftone, and prove 
your Conduft by this Standard. — Have You 
lived in the uninterrupted Obfervance of all 
thefe Duties j avoiding whatever is forbidden, 
and obeying whatever is commanded ? Have 
You kept, not only your outward Behaviour 
from any notorious Violations, but your in- 
ward Temper from all ungodly Motions, and 
irregular Defires ? 

Z 3 Vv'hcii 

♦ I Jehn iii. 14. f I P^^* v* 5- X ^^'w- ^ii« iO» 
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When You put thefe Queftioiis to Yourfelf, 
remember, That if You fail in one Point, or 
in any Degree, You are guilty of all *. If 
your Conformity be not perfevering as well as 
ferfeB^ You incur the Penalty, and are aban- 
doned to the Curfe. You ftand charged, be- 
fore the JUDGE of the World, with all the 
Guilt of all your Sins, both original and ac- 
tual : and there is not one Circumftance, nor 
one Aggravation, of any of your Iniquities, 
overlooked or forgotten — unless, renouncing 
all youx perfonal Performances, You place your 
whole Affiance on a SAVIOUR'S Atonement, 
and a SAVIOUR'S Righteoufiiefs. — I thuik. 
You will not dare to put the Iffiic of your 
cverlafting State upon the former Footing. 
Which is not only hazardous, but muft be 
inevitably ruinous. You will infinitely rather 
choofe, to acknowledge Yourfelf a poor Inibl- 
vent; and plead the unfearchable Riches of 
your REDEEMER'S Obedience. 

To thofe that believe, the Law, though Jfn£f^ 
is not terrible. Becauie, be its Precepts of Ho- 
linefs ever {o extenfive, they have been moft 
completely fulfilled by our glorious SURETY. 
Be its penal Sanations ever fo rigorous, they 
have been fatisfied to the utmoft, by our great 
MEDIATOR. — ^Believers, therefore, may 
make their Boaft of their adorable SPONSOR, 

They 
* 7^w. xi. la 
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They may^/ under his Shadow with great JD^- 
ligbt *• While the Thunderiftgs of Mount 
Sinai y and all the Terrors of the legal Dif- 
penfation, tend only to increafe and quicken 
the refrefhing Senfe of their Safety. Juft as 
the Pofieffor of a {dentiful Eftate, in fotne 
peaceful tod proiper ous Country, repofes Him- 
^If under the Shade of his Vine, or the Shel- 
t^ of his Fig-tree ; and, hearing of the ff^ars 
which embroil, or the Plagues which depopu- 
late other Nations, taftes, with augmented Re- 
Ufh, his own Fetic^ity. 

Let me dofe with, the affectionate and noble 
Wifh of the irtfpired epiftolary Writer. May 
the LORD of Peace give Itty dear Tieron Peace 
kln»apy byaUMeans^l And /i6f» iftiall think, 
ftiy Wiflies ard accomplifhing, this BlelDng is 
at the Dbc^, when He fees 3ie Purity o( the 
iKvine Law-^^-^es the Depravity of his own 
Natore^-^and the utter Mpojfibitity of being 
|UAified, without an Intefeft in the great ME- 
D lAT O R's Righteoufnefs. That Righteouf- 
nefs, which, as it is the only Hope, and the 
conftant Joy, is therefore the darling Theme, of 

Tour ever faithful 

A s p A s I o. 

P.S. 

• CanU li. 3. t 2 Thfjf. iii. 16. 
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P,S. Shall I abridge the preceding Letter, and 
contraft the Whole into thofe two great 
* Commandments, which made the firft 
awakening Impreffions on my own Mind ? 
"thou Jhalt love the LORD thy GOD with 
all thy Heart : T'houjhalt love thy Neigb^ 
hour as thyfelf. — ^Amazing ! faid your Zif- 
pafo. Are tbefe the Commands of GOD ? 
As obligatory, as the Prohibition of Adul- 
tery, or the Obfervation of the Sabbath ? 
Then has my vvhole Life been a continual 
A£l of Difobedience. Not a Day, no, 
nor an Hour, in which I have performed 
my Duty. — This Conviftion flruck me, 
as the'Hand-writing upon theWall ftruck 
the prefumptuous Monarch. — ^It purfiied 
me, as Saul purfued the Cbriftians^ not 
only to my own Houfe, but even to dif. 
tant Cities. — ^Nor ever gave up the great 
Controverfy, till it brought me weary and 
heavy laden to JESUS CHRIST. 



LET- 



LETTER II. 

ThERON to ASPASIO. 

I 

JDwr AsPASio, 

MORE than three Weeks are elapfed, 
fince You favoured me with your im- 
proving Company. During which Inter\'al, I 
have frequently recolledted the moft material 
Paflages of our late Difcourfe. I have care- 
fully confidered, both the Doftrines You ad- 
vanced, and the Anfwers You returned to my 
feveral Objeftions. — I have often reviewed your 
valuable Letter 5 have ufed it as a T^ouch-Jione^ 
to examine my State 5 and have been particu- 
larly punftual in obferving your parting Ad- 
vice : I mean, in keeping a private Journal, 
not only of my outward Conduft, but of the 
inmoft Tranfaftions that pafs in my Breaft. — 
I have fat, every Evening, for a PiSiure of my 
Mind J and have endeavoured to take a true 
unflattering Draught of all its diftinguifhing 
Tempers. And, if the Diary is a faithful 
. Mirror, if it does not aggravate the Deformity 
of my Features, I fhall be abfolutely out of 
Conceit with myfelf; fhall ever entertain the 
meaneji Opinion of my own, either moral or 
ireligious Qualifications, 

Where 
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Where is that intenfe and fupreme Lwe of 
GOD, which his tranfccndent Perfc6tions 
challenge, and his ineffable Goodnefs claims ? 
—Where that fiiin and joyful 'Reliance on 
CHRIST JESUSy in any Degree proportioned 
to his infinite Merits and inviolable Promifes? 
— ^Where that cordial and tender AfFeftion for 
my Fellow-cbriJUanSy which is due to the Ser- 
vants of a divine REDEEMER ; the People 
whom He ranfomed by his Agonies, and pur- 
chafed with his very Blood ? — ^Wherc is the 
Incenfe of holy Contemplation and refined 
Defire ? Where the Flame of fervent Devotion 
and ever a^ive Zeal ? Such as become the //v# 
ing Temple of GOD, in which his raoft im- 
maculate and glorious SPIRIT vouchfafes to 
refide. — Thefe fundamental Gracea, like the 
grand Organs in the animal Syftem, flioukl 
impart Health to the inner Man, and ipread 
the Beauty of Holinefs through all the Con- 
verfation. But thefe, alas ! far from beating 
with a vigorous and uniform Pulfe, hardly heave 
^ith Life j only juft ftruggle^ now and then^ 
with fome faint, intermitted, uneven Throws. 
Howfeldom do my Anions fpring from Gra- 
titude to the eveilafting BENEFACTOR, ct 
aim at the Glory of his fuper-excelknt MA- . 
JESTY ?~In addreffing the KING immortal, 
invifible, how languid are my Afie£lions^ and 
how wandering is my Attention ? How great 

my 
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my Unbelief, and how little my reverential 
Awe? — I receive innumerable Mercies; but 
where are my Returns of correfpondent Thank- 
fulnefs ? I am vifited with many gracious Cha- 
ftifements; but without proper Refignation, 
or due Improvement. — Alas for my heartlefi 
Devotions, my lifelefs Virtues, and the Mul- 
titude of my refined Iniquities ! — ^Hid behind 
the Mafk of outward Decency, and fome cuf- 
tomary Forms of Religion, I was altogether 
unacquainted with the State of my own Soul. 
I fanfied myfelf ricby and increafed with Goodsy 
and to have Need of Nothing : even while I was 
wretcbedy and miferabky and foor^ and hlind^ 
and naked *. 

If I look back, and review the Years of 
Youth and Manhood, what has been the Te- 
nour of my Life ? More like a defolate and 
horrid Wildemefsj than a cultivated Garden, 
or a fruitful Vineyard. — ^In Touth^ what for- 
did Gratifications of Appetite ! In Manhood^ 
what bafe Compliances with a wicked World ! 
In hothy what Sholes of evil Inclinations have 
polluted my Heart ! What Swarms of vain 
Imaginations have debafed myThoughts I What 
frothy and unprofitableWords have dropt from, 
my Lips K— By all which, how have I difobey* 
cd, and how diflionoured GOD ! How denied, 

and 

• Rgv, iii. 17, 
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and how crucified CHRIST! — ^^And yet fup- 
pofed myfelf, all the while, to be good enough! 
. It is very unaccountable, that a Perfon of 
my inquifitive Dilpofition, fhould, through the 
Courfe of fo many Years, be fuch an utter 
Stranger to Himfelf. I wonder at my own 
prepojlerous Folly 1 — To travel into foreign 
Countries, and vifit the moft renowned Cities 
in Europe ; yet never ftep over the Threfhold, 
nor look within the Apartments of my ov^n 
Breaft. — ^To carry on a Correfpondence with 
my Friends, even in the remoteft Nations; 
and never enter upon a Conference, nor hold 
any Intelligence with my own Heart ! — ^To in- 
quire after News from the Fleet, News from 
the Aimy, News from the Court ; yet exercife 
neither Curiofity nor Care, with regard to the 
^ope of Heaven and the Concerns of Eter- 
nity ! — What egregious Mifconduft is this! 
A moft pernicious Error, in the Oeconomy of 
religious Life. 

Sometimes, I have caft a tranfient Glance 
on my outward Behaviour j but never extended 
my Search to the Delinquent, the Traitor, the 
Rebel within. — And even my outward Beha- 
viour has been fui-veyed, with as much erro- 
neous Partiality, as fuperficial Levity. It has 
been compared, not with that exaSi and fub^ 
/r>»? Standard, the Scriptures of Truth; but, 

as 
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as in the Cafe of the felf-deceiving Pharifecy 
with the unjuft, extortionate, aduherous Prac- 
tices of fome other People. From whence I 
moft unwarrantably concluded. That, being 
not quite fo abandoned as the moft profligate 
Creatures, my Chara6ler muft be good, and 
my Condition fafe. — But, Thanks to your laft 
friendly Letter, and the excellent Expedient it 
recommended, I am now in a different Way 
of thinking. 

It is ftrange to recoUeft, and indeed it is 
fhameful to confefs, the many Artifices which 
I have ufed, to put a Cheat upon myfelf. — 
Sometimes, I have fanfied, that the divine Law 
could never be fo ftrift, as to condemn Us in- 
exorably, if We continue not in all its Pre- 
cepts. — Sometimes, I have pleaded the Infir- 
mity of our Nature, and endeavoured to make 
the Works of Darknefs appear only as pitiable 
Failings. — Sometimes I have taken Refuge in 
the Excellency of our Church, and plumed 
myfelf with the borrowed Feathers of a Pro- 
feflion. — ^At other Times, I have foothed my 
Confcience to Reft, by a Punftuality of At- 
tendance on Places, or a zealous Attachment 
to Forms. And all this, to feduce, cajole, and 
betray myfelf — betray myfelf, firft into a vain 
Conceit of my own Endowments ; then into a 
contemptuous Difregard of CHRIST; and at 
laft into eternal DeJiruSlion.^Bwl now I fee 

my 
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my Guilt ; I apprehend my Danger ; and feel 
my helplefs Condition. 

Indeed, my AfpaJiOy I am now convinced, 
that the darkeft Colours cannot be too dark, 
for the Pourtrait of my fpiritual State. I fee 
myfelf over-fpread with an habitual Depravity, 
and cannot forbear crying out, with the abafhed 
Lepers Unclean ! Unclean! — The facred Oracles 
in no wife mifreprefent fallen Man, when they 
defcribe Him as altogether become abominable *. 
They are far from under-rating human Works, 
when they denominate them JUthy Rags ^. 

Rags 

* Job XV. 16. 

f I/ai. Ixiv. 6. Docs not Therm mifapply this Text ? 
Can it be intended to difcredit the Quafiiications of the Up^ 
right ? Is it not rather a Brand fet upon the Works of die 
JVtcked ; whofe very ** Sacrifices are an Abomination to the 
« LORD?" Or, a Rebuke given to the fpccious Perfor- 
mances of the Hypocrite > who is precife in the Form, but 
dtlHtute of the Power of Godlinefs ? Or, may it not refer 
to riVtttf/ Obfervances ; in Contra*diftin£kion to moral Duties^ 
and fpiritual Accomplifhments ? 

The difparaging Charader cannot, I think, be confined 
to ritual Obfervances ; becaufe it is exprefly faid. All mar 
RighteoufneJfeSi including every Kind of religious Duty.-* 
Neither can it be aopropriated to the yir»w/ Hypocrite, much 
lefs to the mtorioujlj Wicked j becaufe, thofe very Perfons, 
who are the SubjcCT of this Aflertion, declare in the Con- 
text ; LORD^ We are thy People j Thou art our FJTHER 5 
We Jhall befaved. — So that it feems intended Xojiain the Pride 
rf all human Glory. 

Befides ; the Prophet fpcaks of himfelfi We aU are as an 
unclean Thing. Which, however ftrangc or unreafonable it 
mav feem, is the very fame Charge, to which He pleads 
guilty in another Place % Wo is me ! I am undone ! For I am . 
a Man of unclean Lips ! Not that He was defiled with any 
grofs Pollutions i nay, He was a Saint oi the moft diftin* 

guifhed 
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JLagi they arc, if We confider their great Im- 
pcrfcftion ; filthy Rags, if we advert to their 
manifold Defilements. — And fmce the Nature 
of GOD is fo in-econcilably averfe to all Con- 
tamination ; fince the Law of G O D requires 
fuch unfpotted Perfeftion ; . O ! Who eanfiand 
before this holy LORD GOD *, in any Accom- 
plifhments of his own ? 

When I farther refleft, that I have only a 
very obfcure GUmpfe of the divine Purity, and 
am a mere Novice in the Knowledge of my 
own Heart ; how am I amazed at the lofty 
Apprehenfions which I once formed, concern- 
ing the Dignity of my Nature, and the Inte- 

grity 

guifhed Luftre ; but his Eyes hadfeen the Kng^ the LORD 
of Ho/is. He was under the clear Manifcftations of a GOD» 

Plorious in Holinefs, inflexible in Juftice, and infinite in all 
erfeftions.-— "Anudft thefe Manifeftations, the Impurity of 
his Heart and Nature, were not only appartnty but glaring ; 
overwhelmed Him with Abafliment, and, til! CHRIST y;^ 
applied in a Type, (Ifai. vii. 7.) fitted Him with Terror. 

In fuch Circumflances, and under fuch Views, all our mo- 
ral V irtues and evangelical Graces, all our Exercifes of De- 
votion and AQs of Charity, will appear both defeSiive and 
polluted. By no means proportioned to the Demands of the 
Law, nor fufficient for our Recommendation to the fupreme 
LAWGIVER — no more than a few tattered Rags, can 
claim the Character, or perform the Services, of a complete 
Suit — BO more than a few filthy Rags are fit, to drefs the 
Bride for her Nuptials, or the Courtier for a Birth-night. 

But there is a Righteoufneis — bleiled be divine Grace !— . 
fpotlefly pure and confummately excellent: a Righteoufneis, 
which anfwers all that the CREATOR requires, and fupplies 
all that the Creature needs: to prove this momentous Point, ' 
and to difplay thb unfpcakable Gift, is the Defign of ihc 
following Sheets. 

♦ I Sam. vi. 2Q. 
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grity of rtiy Conduft ! All owing to Ignorance, 
the groffeft Ignorance of myfelf and the Scrip- 
tures. How do I fhudder to think, that, 

in expefling Juftification from the Law, I 
was refting the Welfare of my immortal Soul, 
not on the Foundation of a Rock, but on the 

Point of a Dagger. ^I was going to the de- 

cifive Tribunal, fluihed with the falfeft Hopes, 
and charged with a Set of glittering Sins : go- 
ing, like poor deluded Uriah *, not with any 
valid Credentials, but with the Minijiriition of 
Condemnation -f- in my Hand. 

Though I cannot but acknowledge the Ar- 
rogance of thefe Pretenfions, yet loth, very 
loth is my Pride, to renounce the pleafing Ab- 
furdity. Self-love has fearched, and fearched 
again, for fomething excellent. It would fain 
make a better Appearance, and can hardly 
brook the Humiliation of imploring all fub 
Forma Pauperis. With what Reluftance is a 
Sinner brought to confefs Himfelf, ^finful in 
every Duty, finful in every Capacity ! Strange 
Perverfenefs ! — ^But the Chai'ge is undeniable. 
However unwilling, I muft plead guilty. Thou 

ART WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES, AND FOUND 

WANTING X> is evidently written on all I am^ 
all I have^ all I do. — ^And if I am thus defec- 
tive, even in my own Eftimation; if I am 
utterly condemned, at the Bar of my own Con- 

fcience ; 
• a Sam. xi. 15. f 2 Cor. xi. 9. % Dan. v. 27% 
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icience; What then jhall I do^ when GOD rifeth 
up ? And when HE vifitethy ivbatjhall I anfwer 
Him*? 

I now fee the Nece/Jity of an imputed Righ- 
teoufiiefs* Without fome fuch Objeft for my 
Truft, I am undone. I long therefore, to 
hear your Arguments in its fi^half . And I mtift 
declare to You, if it can be fatisfaflorily proved 
from the Scriptures^ it is the moft comfortable 
Doflrine in the World, and worthy of all Ac- 
ceptation; 

A Letter upon this Subjeftj would be a fin-* 
gular Favour, and, I hope, an equal Blefling to 

Tour obliged^ and affeSiionate^ 

Therok. 



LETTER III. 

AsPAsio to Theron. 

Dear TheroW, 

T Hough all your Letters give me Pleafure, 
none was ever fo highly pleafmg, as your 
laft. I look upon it with the fame fecret Joy, 
as a compaffionate Phyfician obferves fome very 

* Joh xxxi. 14. 
Voif IL A a favour^ 
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favourable Symptoms, ^ in the Crifis of a beloved 
Patient's Diftemper. 

What You afk, I fhall, without any farther 
Preface, attempt to execute. If my Attempt 
proves fatisfafiory to your Judgment, I am 
fore, it will be the moft likely Means, of beal^ 
ing your Confcience, and calming your Fears. 
—When we perceive the odious Depravity of 
our Nature > when We difcem the horrible 
Iniquity of our Lives ; and are fenfible of that 
tremendous Wrath and everlafting Vengeance, 
which are due to fuch guilty Creatures : then 
nothing can be found, that will fpeak efFe£hial 
Peace, nothing that will adminift^r folid Com- 
fort, but only the vicarious Sufferings and the 
imputed Righteoufnefs ^f JESUS CHRIST. 

To this Purpofe fpeaks one of the wifeft 
and beft of fpiritual Guides y Has Sin abounded^ 
As undoubtedly it has, in our Heart, and our 
Life : Grace bos much more abounded^ in the 
Obedience, and the Merits of our REDEEMER- 
Nay, has Sin reigned? Exerted its malig- 
nant Power, in the moft cxtenfive and moft 
deftru6live Manner; rendering Us fubjedt ««• 
to Deathy both temporal and eternal ? Even Jo 
has Grace reigned -, exerted its benign Efficacy, 
and in a Manner yet more triumphant ; not 
only refcuing Us from Guilt and Ruin, but 
reftoring Us to everlafting Life and Glory. And 
all this through the Righteoufnefs^ the complete 

merito- 
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meritorious Righteoufiiefs, brought in fy JE^ 
SUS CItRISrour LORD *. 

You inquire after the Pt^oofs of this imputed 
Righteoufnefs. From a Multitude I fhall fe- 
left a few. Sufficient, I hope, to make it ap- 
pear — That this is the declared Doftrine of 
our Churchy and the avowed Belief of her mojl 
tminent Divines— That it is copioufly revealed 
through the whole Scriptures j revealed in 
many exprefs Paffages, and deducibk from a Va- 
riety of inftruftive Similitudes. 

Hear the Language of our Conunon Prayer, 
in a very afFe6ting and folemn Addrefs to the 
ALMIGHTY : " We do not prefume to come 
" to this thy Table, O merciful LORD, truft- 
'* ing in our own Righteoufnefs." — ^If we may 
not, if we dareltiot, rely on our own Righte- 
oufnefs, when we approach the eucharijiic Table -^ 
much lefs may we depend upon it, when we 
are fummoned to the decifive TribunaL — Should 
you afk, On what we are to depend ? The Ex- 
hortation to the Communion furnifties an An- 
fwer J " On the meritorious Death and Paffion 
** of CHRIS Tf whereby abfte we obtain Re- 
** miffion of Sins, and are made Partakers of 
" the Kingdom of Heaven/' 

The CoUeft, appointed for the Feftival of 
the Circumcifiorty has this remarkable Introduc- 

A a 2 tion ; 

♦ Rm, V. 21. 
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Shai'e m it 5 contribute nothing towards it; 
are totally excluded from it. We arc accounted 
righteous, and accepted as fuch, only through 
the meritorious Obedience, and propitiating 
Blood of our great MEDIATOR. 

The Homilies are, if it be poffiWe, ftill more 
explicit, and more cogent. In the Homily 
concerning the Salvation of Mankind, we read 
the following Words ; — " TheApoftle toucheth 
" three Things, which muft go together in our 
** Juftification. On GOD's Part, his great 
^' Mercy and Grace. On CHR/STs Part, the 
^' Satisfadion of GOD's Juftice, or the Price 
** of our Redemption, by the Offering of his 
" Body, and Shedding of his Blood, with 
" Fulfilling of the Law perfe6lly. On our 
** Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits of 
" JESUS CHRIST, which yet is not ours, 
** but by GOD'S working in Us." — You fee, 
accordmg to the Judgment of our venerable 
Reformers, not only the Offering of CHRISTs 
Body, and Shedding of CHRISTs Blood, but 
alfo his perfeS Fulfilling of the Law, are the 
adequate Price of our Redemption. All thefe 
aft conjointly, they fweetly harmonize, in the 
great and glorious Work. To fuppofe then: 
Difunion, is a doSlrinal Miftake, fomewhat 
like that praSlical Error of the Papifh, in fe- 
vering the facramental Wine from the facra- 
mental Bread ; adminiftering to the Laiety tlie 
A a 3 Syra- 
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Symbols of the flaughtercd Body,' but with-^ 
holding the Symbols of the ftreaming Bloods 

There are other Claufes in the fame Homily, 
which fet the Seal of the Church to our Sen-* 
timents. I fliall content myfelf with tran- 
fcribing one from the Conclufion, — ^' CfJRIST^ 
« fays that Form of found Words, is the Righ«- 
« teoufiiefs of all them, that do truly believe* 
<' He for them paid their Ranfom by his Death, 
^' He for tliem fulfilled the Law in his Life^ 
«* So that now, in HIM, and by HIM, every 
** true cbrifiian Man. may be called a Fulfiller 
** of the Lawi forafmuch as that which their 
" Infirmity lacked, CHRIS Ts Righteoufnefs 
" hath fupplied,"^ — This Authority is as dear, 
as the Dqftrine authorized i^ comfortable. 
May the former fway our Judgment! May 
the latter chear our Hearts ! 

The Homily on CHRJSTs Nativity inform* 
the Reader, that the Pefign of our LORD'S 
Incarnation was — " To give Light unto the 
" World, and call Sinners to Repentance i to 
^^ fulfil the Law for Us^ and become the Pror» 
^' pitiation.for our Sins \ to eafl put the Frince 
^' of this World, ^d defbroy the Works of 
" the Devil,"-r — ^We have all broke the Lawj 
We are all unable to keep the Law j therefore, 

the bleffed JESUS fulfilled the Law ^fulfilled 

it in each and every of its Demands ^fulfilled 

it, in the higheft Degree of Perfeftion----«id> 

what 
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what is of all Confiderations moft delightful, 
fulfilled It for Usj and in our Stead. That the 
Merit of his Obedience might redound to Us; 
might be placed to our Account ; and juftify 
Us in the Sight of GOD. 

Upon the whole If there be any Wor- 

thincfs in our LORD'S moft holy Nature ; any 
Merit in his Exercife of the fublimeft Virtues a 
completed by his Submiflion to the moft ig- 
nominious Sufferings, and tormenting Death 1 
then, according to this Standard-Syftem of or-* 
thodox Divinity, thefe are the Ground oi a Sin- 
ner's Juftifkatign. — And, according to the Dic- 
tates of the moft unhiaffed Reafon, they are th^ 
beft^ th^fureji Ground, that can cither be wifhed 
or imagined. 

Does it not, from the preceding Quotations, 
appear; That the Doftrine of Juftification 
through the imputed Righteoufriefs of our 
bleffed REDEEMER, is far from being dif- 
claimed by the eftablijhed Church ? — I am foriy, 
but conftrained to own, that We rarely find 
any confiderable Striclures of this great evan^ 
gelical Peculiarity, in our modern theological 
Difcourfes. Yet there have been Preachers of 
the higheft Repute for Learning, for Judg- 
ment, and for Piety, who profeliedly main- 
tained this grand Truth of the Gofpel. 

A a 4 The 
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The devout Bifhop BeveridgCy in his Private 
Thoughts, has left upon Record the following 
very remarkable Acknowledgment. Which, 
if it fuited bis State of eminent Holinefs, can- 
not be too humbling, my dear Tierm^ for your 
Lips and for mine. " I do not remember, 
" neither do I believe, that I ever prayed, in 
*^ all my Life-time, with that Reverence, or 
*^ heard with that Attention, or received the 
^* Sacrament with that Faith, or did any Work 
** with that pure Heart, and fingle Eye, as I 
" ought to have done. Infomuch, that I look 
" upon all my Righteoufiiefs, but as filthy 
** Rags ; and it is in the Robes only of the 
^' Righteoufnefs of the SON of GOD, that 
" I dare appear before the MAJESTY of 
y Heaven." 

The fervent and afFediionate Bifhop H^kins * 
{peaks in perfedl Confonance with his Brother 
of St. Afaph. — ** The Law was given Us, not 
^' that We ftiould feek Juffification by the Ob- 
^* fervance of it, but finding it impoffible to 
** be juftified by fulfilling it, We ftiould thereby 
" be driven to CHRISES Righteoufiiefs ; who 
^* hath both fulfilled it m Himfelf, and fatis- 
^* fied for our tranfgrefllng of it^ and there^ 
^* fore faith the Apoftle, I'he Law was a School- 
^' niajler, to bring Us unto CHRIST; that We 
y might ffe juftified by Faith. To this End it 

!' wa§ 

• Sc? his Scnnon on John vii. 19, 
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^^ was promulgcd, that feeing the Stridlnefs of 
*' its Precepts, the Rigour of its Threatenings, 
" and withal being convinced of our Impo* 
*^ tence to fulfil its Commands, We might be 
" urged by its Terrors to fly to CHRIST, and 
" find that Righteoufhefs in Him which may 
^^ anfwer all the Demands of the Law." 

Bifhop Reynolds *, flyled by his Cotempora- 
ries, and not without Reafon, ji walking Li-- 
Braryy bears his Teflimony in the following 
Words ; — " CHRIST as our Surety paid our 
^^ Debt, underwent the Curfe due to our Sins, 
" and bare them all in his own Body on the 
" Tree : became fubjedl to the Law for Us, 
" and reprefentatively in our Stead fulfilled all 
^* the Righteoufhefs the Law required, aftive 
** and paffive. For Sin being once committed, 
^* there mufl be a double Aft to Juftification ; 
« the Suffering pf the Curfe, and the Fulfill- 
«? ing of Righteoufnefs anew. The one, a Sa- 
" tisfaftion for the Injury We have done to 
« GOD, as our JUDGE): the other, the Per^ 
** formance of a Service which We owe unto 
*'Him, as our MAKER." 

To this illuftrious Triumvirate, let me join 
Bifhop Daverfanf. Whp, for his great Abili- 
ties, 

♦ Sec his Trcatifc intitlcd The Life of CHRIST.— Which^ 
as well as all his other Works, abound with ftriking Senti- 
ments ; have much Elegance of Didtion, a copious Variety 
of Learning, and a lively animating Spirit of evangelical 
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ties, and unqucftionable Integrity, was ap- 
pointed one of our religious Plenipotentiaries, 
at the renowned Synod of Dort. In his very 
valuable Expofition of the Epiftle to the Gt- 
bffians^ He writes to this EfFeft: " Tt arec^m^ 
'' pkte in CHRIST. Ye are fumi/hed, in that 
^' all-fufficient REDEEMER, with whatever 
" is requifite to everlafting Salvation. With 
'' Wifdom ; fmce it is the Confummation of this 
" noble Endowment, to know CHKIST wA 
" Hira crucified. With Wgbteoufnefi ; becaufe 
" He has perfeftly fatisfied the Law *, and 
^* thoroughly expiated our Guilt. With Sanc^ 
^^ tification ; becaufc his Spirit dwelling in our 
" Hearts, mortifies our corrupt Afl^ftions^ 
^* and renews the Soul after the Image of its 
"CREATOR." 

Let me bring up the Rear with a Tcftimonyj 
which, for Clearnefs, Solidity, and 4 fiiU Re* 

prefenta* 

* In this Refped principally (fays our Author; inlaigin^ 
ppon the Text) are Beh'evers complete \ becauie, thoi^ de<p 
ftitute of any Riditeoufneis, that may properly be called 
their own^ CHRIST has gracioufly enriched thcni with A/f, 
Fid. Davenant. in Epiji. ad Colojf. 

Let me beg Leave to intimate. That diis Expoiitipn of 

the Epiftle to the Cohjftans for Perfpicuity of S^le, aaA 

Accuracy of Method ^for Judgment in difcermng, and 

fidelity in reprefenting, the Apoftle's Meining for 

Strength of Argument in refuting Errors, and Felicity of 
Invention in deducing pradical Do&rines, tendii^ bodi to 
the Eftahliihment of Faith, and the Cultivation of Holino6 
——Is, I think, inferior to no Wridne of the Kind ; ami 
richly de&rves to be rwij^t to ^ fitUH^ tQ b^ Um^ti, t^ 
o|ir young Diyines, 
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pfefentation of the evangelical Doftrine, might 
very juftly have claimed a Place in the Van^ 
It is taken from an Author, whom the gene- 
ral Confent of our Nation has diftinguiftied 
with the Title of Judicious. The judicious 
Hooker^ in a Treatife on Juftification, faysj 
-^" It is a childifh Cavil our Adverfaries do 
^' fb greatly pleafe themfelves with, exclaiming. 
" that We tread all Chrijiian Virtues under our 
** Feet ; becaufe We teach. That Faith alone 
" juftifieth. Wherea«, by this Speech, We ne^ 
" ver meant to exclude either Hope or Charity 
^^ from being always joined as infeparahle 
'* Mates with Faith, in the Man that is jut- 
" tified ; or Works from being added, as ne* 
" ceflary Duties, required of fsvery juflifiedf 
•^ Man : but to ihew, that Faith is the only 
*' Hand, which putteth on CHRIST to Jufti- 
*^ fication ; and CHRIST the only Garment, 
^' which beii^ fo put on, covereth the Shame 
^' of our defiled Natures, hideth the Imper- 
*' feftion of our Works, and preferveth Us 
^* blamelefsinthe Sight of GOD; before whom, 
** otherwife, the Weaknefs of our Faith were 
♦* Caufe fufficieiitto make Us culpable, yea, to 
^* fhut Us out of the Kingdom of Heaven, where 
y nothing that is not abfolute can enter." 

You will allow the fagacious Biftiop Sander^ 
Jon * to fum up the Evideiice j or rather to 

make 

♦ Sec his Sermon upoo ffaiab lii. 3. 
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brace it; intirely rely on it; and adore the 
Goodnefs, the tranfcendent and unutterable 
Goodnefs of GOD, in providing it. 

I think, in one of our Conferences, I un- 
dertook to produce my Vouchers from the an- 
tient Fathers. Let me now fubjoin two or 
three Atteftations of this Kind. — ^From one of 
which You will perceive, that thofe early Wri- 
ters had a confiderable Degree of Clearnefs 
upon the Point. From the other You will fee, 
that, far from rejefting the Do6bine, they em- 
brace it with Delight and Rapture. And if 
You will admit of the lofty You cannot be 
ftartled at any Thing, that I fhall advance 
upon the Subjeft. — ^Let me only premife in 
general, that, if thofe Authors are not fo co- 
pious and explicit, with regard to the Impu- 
tation of aSHve Righteoufnefs ; they abound 
in Paflages, which evince the Subftitution of 
CHRIST in our Stead. Paflages, which dif- 
claim all Dependence on any Duties of our 
own, and fix the Hopes of a Believer wholly 
upon the Merits of his SAVIOUR. When 
this is the Cafe, I am very little folicitous about 
any particular Forms of Expreflion ^ and not 
at all angry, even though the Words, which 
I think moft fignificant, are not retained 

Ckmens an intimate Acquaintance of St. 

PauFsy and whofe Name was in the Boot of 

Life 
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nefs of JESUS CHRIST? By what poffibk 
Means could Wty unrighteous and unholy Creatures^ 
hejnfiijkdy hut only by the Interpofition of the 
SON of GOD in our Behalf?— Having, in 
this Claufe, made a Profeflion of his Faith; 
the good Man^ on the Contemplation of fuch 
a Privilege, breaks out into a kind of holy 
I'ranfport. O fweet and delightful Exchange ! 
A DiJ^nfation unfearchabfy wife and gracious ! 
Benefits^ quite unexpeSledy and rich beyond all our 
Hopes I That the Sin of Many Jhould be hid by 
one righteous Per/on ; and that the Righteoufnefs 
. vf Oney Jhould ju^iff many Tranfgrejfors. 

The fallowing Words are remarkably ftrong, 
and the Sentiments peailiarly bold. But they 
ix)me from the Pen of the fineft Writer in Ec- 
clefiaftical Antiquity. They have the great 
Name, and venerable Charafter of St. Chry-- 
fijiomy for their recommendatory Prefiace *. — 
Fear noty fays He, on Account of any oftbypaji 
Tranfgrejfkns of the LaWy when once Thou hafi 
fed by Faith to JESUS CHRIST. The mojl 
enormous and the moft deJiruSlive Violation of the 
LaWy isy To be with-held, by the Confcioufnefs of 
any Guilt whatever y from believing on CHRIST. 

men 

* Mu roivuv ^o?9i09)c, «f TOP POjtAov trapaCajvwv, cwn^an 
cvv9)v cAo^Cf^ HoxnU. XVU, in X ad Rom« 
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^he Penalty to tby I'ranfgre^m due ] 

And due to theirs ^ which out oft/jine will grow. 

So ONLY can high Jujlice rejl appaid *. 

Here then is the exprefs Determination of 
our HomiKes — fupported by the Authority of 
bur Articles — eftablifhed by the Concurrence 
of. our laiturgy — ^ftill farther ratified by the 
unanimous Atteftation of feveral celebrated D/- 
vines ; whofe Lives were the brightcft Orna- 
ment to our Church, and whofe Writings are 
the moft unexceptionable Interpretation of hei* 
Meaning* — As a Capital^ to crown and com-" 
plete this grand Column^ fupervenes the Dc- 
dacation of the antient Fathers \ thofe who 
flourifhed, and with the higheft Renown, in 
the firft and pureft Ages of Chriftianity. — ^60 
that, if great Authorities carry any Weight j 
if ilhiftrious Names challenge any Regard ; 
this Tenet comes attended and dignified with 
very confiderable Credentials. 

Yet I will venture to affirm, that all thefe, 
confiderable as they appear, are the leajl of 
thofe Teftimonials, which recommend the Doc- 
trine to my Therons Acceptance, and which 
have gained it Admittance into the Heart of 

His moji affeSlionate 

A s P A s I o» 

^ Muton, B. XIL 393* 

Vol, II. Bb LET- 
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eftimable Texts ; fuch as may be of fovereign 
Efficacy, to afuage the Anguijh of a guilty Con- 
fcience, and impart faving Health to the dis- 
tempered SouL — Suppofe, We open the Mines 
of divine Infpiration, and enrich Ourfelves, 
not with the Gold of Opbiry but with the un- 
fearchabk treafures oi CHRIST; or with that 
perfeft Righteoufnefs of our REDEEMER, 
which is incomparably more precious, than 
the Revenues of a County, or the Plroduce of 
Peru. 

In pleading for imputed Righteoufnefs, We 
have already urged the Authority of our efta- 
blifhed Church, and the Suffrage of her moft 
eminent Divines. — The Opinion of excellent 
Writers, which has been the Refult of much 
Learning, great Att:ention, and eameft Prayer, 
is no contemptible Evidence. Yet We muft 
always refer ve the cajling Voice, for thofe in- 
fallible Umpires, the Prophets and Apoftlcs. 
If we receive^ with a deferential Regard, the 
Witnefs of Men 3 the Witnefs of GOD is greater *^ 
and challenges the moft implicit Submiffion, — 
Which Remark naturally leads me to the in- 
tended Subjeft of this Epiftle 5 or rather calls 
upon me to fulfil my late Engagement, and 
(hew — That the above-mentioned Doctrine is 
copioufly reveaIcd,through the Scriptures of tlie 
OU and New Teftament. 

B b 2 Be 

♦ I John V. 9. 
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from, any Conformity of our Praftice to the 
divine Law : being complete, abfolutely com- 
plete in itfelf, and altogether fufficient to pro- 
cure the Reconciliation and Acceptance of Sin- 
ners. — ^This Righteoufnefs is witnejjfd by the 
Law and the Prophets 3 receives an uniform At- 
teftation from the feveral Writings of the Old 
Teftament. To inveftigate which Atteftation, 
to examine its Pertinency, and confider its 
Sufficiency, is our prefent pleafing Bufinefs. 

We may begin with that gracious Declara- 
tion, made to the firft Tranfgreflbrs : I'be Seed 
of the Woman Jhall bruife the Serpent's Head* ; 
fliall deftroy the Works of the Devil, and re- 
trieve whatever was loft by his malicious Ar- 
tifices •f. How could this be efFefted, but by 
rcftoring that Righteoufnefs, which, for a 
while, our firft Parents poffefled s which they 
ought always to have held faft ; but from which 
they fo foon and fo unhappily fwerved ? — Take 
the Pofition in the right Senfe, and Chrifiia^ 
nity isy if. not intirely, yet very nearly as old as 
the Creation. It was comprehended in this 
bleffed Promife, as the Stamina of the largeft 

Plants. 

* Gen. ill. 15. 
f In fome fuch Scnfe, I think, the Promife muft have been 
•ndcrftood by our firft Parents. Otherwife, it could have 
yielded them no effectual Relief, under the diitreifing Scnfe 
of their own Milery, and the difinal Apprchcnfion of their 
Pofterity's Ruin. # 

Bb 3 
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Confufion prevented. — M'hon, it is certain, 
Ipeaking of this memorable Tranfadion, con- 
iiders it in the fame fpiritual Senfe : 

Nor HE their outward only with the Sk ns 
OfBeaJiSy ^y/ inward Nakednefs (much more 
Opprobrious //with his Robe of Righteoufnefe 
Arraying, covered from his Fathers Sight. 

In thy Seed, fays the great JEHOVAH to 
his Servant Abraham, jhall all the Nations of 
the Earth be blejfed *. That the Seed here men- 
tioned is CHRIS'Ty the Apoille f places be- 
yond all Doubt. Both Saipture and Reafon 
declare, That true Blejfednefs muft neceffarily 
include — ^the Pardon of Sins, and the Favour 
of GOD — the San£lification of our Souls, and 
the Inheritance of Life eternal. None of which 
are to be acquired by any human Performances ; 
but all are to be fought, and all may be found, 
in the Root and Offspring of Abraham, JE^ 
SUS CHRIST. Who is therefore moft perti- 
nently ftyled. The Desire of all Nations:};: 
The affual Defire of every inlightened Nation ; 
and the implicit Defire of all Nations whatever. 

Becaufe 

* G€n. xxii. 18. 

+ Sec St. PauFs Comment upon this invaluable Promifc, 
Gal. iii. 8, ^c. This Commentator, We all allow, was 
guided by the SPIRIT, and knew the Mind of GOD. Ac- 
cording to his Expofition of the Text, it is pregnant with 
the Do6h-inc of Juftification by Faith, and contains an 
Abridgment of the Gofpel. 

J ffag. ii. 7. B b 4 
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In the Book of "Job^ We have fevcral Hints 
of this Truth, and one Paffage very exprefs 
to our Purpofe. — Elihu dcfcribes an uncon- 
verted Perfon, under the chaftifmg Hand of 
Providence. Whofe Life^ through the Extre- 
mity of his Difeafe, drew near to the Grave j 
and bis Soul, through the Multitude of his Ini- 
quities, was ready to become a Prey to the De* 
Jiroyers, the tremendous Executioners of Ven-^ 
geance. In this deplorable Condition, if there 
be prefent with Him, the MESSENGER ♦ of 
the Covenant of Peace; that great INTER-^ 
PRETER * of the divine Cbunfels, who, for 
his fuper-excellent Wifdom, is jufHy deemed 
One among a thoufand, or rather the chiefeft 
among ten thoufand. If He, by his inlighten« 
ing SPIRIT, vouchfafe tojhewmto theaffli^d 
Man bis ovra perfeft Righteoufncfs ; that moft 
meritorious Uprigbtnefs, on which alone a Sin-* • 
ner may depend, both for temporal and eter^ 
nal Salvation. T'ben the poor diftreflfed Crea- 
ture, 

* * See Job xxxiii. 22, (s^c— CHRIST is called y^^ 
The Angel of the divine Prefencej Ifai. Ixiii. 9. The Mi}* 
fenger of the Covenant. MW. iii. 1.— ; — He is alfo, in the 
moft unlimited Senfe of the Phrafe, yt^Q The Interpreter of 
the divine Counfels : He, to whom the FATHER hath givea 
the Tongue of the Learned, and by whom He makes known 

the otherwife iinfearchd>le Myfteries of the Gofpel. 

Should any Doubt remain, concerning the Propriety of ap* 
dying this Paffiige to oar £0 -RD JES US CHRIST^ th« 
Header, I hope, will give himfelf the Pleafure of peruiing 
the polite ffltfius^ Oecon. Lib, IV. Cap, iii. § xxxi. and Dr« 
Grej% valuable Notes vpoQ (be FUcC) in bis Uber JgbU 
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Notes *, on the laft Words of David. The 
judicious Author proving, that this Song re- 
lates to CHRIST', that it difpjays the Dignity 
of our REDEEMER, under the Charafter of 
TleKINGy sxiArhe JUST ONE, idds, as an 
Explication of the laft amiable and glorious 
Title—" Our LORD JESUS CHRIST is fo 
** called, not fo hiuch for having fulfilled all 
" Righteoufnefs in his own Perfouy and per- 
" formed an unfinning Obedience to the Will 
** of G O D, as becaufe by his Righteoufhefi 
" imputed to Us, We alfo upon the Terms •[• 
" of the Cofpel, are juftified, or accounted 
" righteous before G O D." • 

I think We may evidently difcem the fame 
Vein of evangelical Dodtrine, running through 
many of the P/2r/wi.— flJ? Jhall receive J, fays 
our royal Author, the BleJJing of plenary Re- 
VKiSiQXifrom the LORD, and Righteoufnefs alfo 
from the GOD of his Salvation : even that per- 
feft Righteoufnefs, which is not performed by 

Man, 

♦ By Dr. Gny. 

+ That is,' freely ; or, as the Prophet fpeaks, without 
Money and without Price. For nothing is reauifite, in order 
to a Participation of CHRIST and his Benefits, but a Con- 
vidlion of our extreme Need, and an humble Defu-e to re- 
ceive them ; receive them as Gifts of pure Grace, to the 
moft undefervixig Creature*.— This Point, which is fo in- 
timately connected with our Comfort and Hope, the Reader 
may fee more fully ftated in Dialogue XV. 

X The Words of the PfalmiJI are oarallel to the Language 
of the Apoftle ; T\\i^'i KB^ « Xotfxigntuv tuv iwfiav risf ^4- 
Xff^ofvvr};. Pfal, xxiv. 5* Rom. v. 17. 
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walk J O LORDy in the Light of thy Countenance. 
In thy Name pall they rejoice all the Day : and 
in thy Righteoujhefs Jhall they be exalted *. — They 
are truly, blefled, they alone are happy, who 
know the joyful Sound of the Go^l ; not only 
receive it with their Ears, but admit it into 
their very Hearts : fo as to partake of the fa- 
cred Peace, and fpiritual Liberty, which it 
proclaims. — ^ey Jhall walk in the Light of thy 
Countenance 'y they (hall enjoy fuch Communi- 
cations of thy Grace, and fuch Manifeftations 
of thy Love, as will conftitute the Serenity 
and Simfhine of their Souls. — In thy Name^ 
O LORD JESUS CHRISTy JbaU they rejoice ; 
in thy glorious Perfon, and thy infinite Me* 
rits. And not occafionally, but habitually; 
not barely at forae diftinguifhed Intervals, but 
all the Day. Their Joy fhall be ds lading, as 
it is fubftantial. — And in thy Righteoufnefs Jhall 
they be exalted \ fet above the tantalizing Power 
of the World ; placed beyond the flavifh Fear 
of Death ; and raifed, at the laft, to a State 
of endlefs Glory, and confummate Blifi. 

How thoroughly evangelical is this fweet iand 
feraphif Writer ! He has Joy, He has Blefled* 
nefs, and ,He looks for everlafting Exaltation, 
Yet not from his Faith, hrs Repentance, and 
his own fincere Obedience. According to this, 
which is the modern Scheme, Faith, inftead 

of 

* P/al, Ixxx!x. I5> 16. 
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only, biit by Rigbteoufnefs alfo ; by the perfeft 
and moft meritorious Righteoufriefs of the fame 
divinely excellent Perfon *. 

Our facred Author bears his Teftimony^ with 
warmer Zeal and brighter Evidence, as he pro- 
ceeds in his incomparable Difcourfes. Surely^ 
/hall one fay (or, as it may be rendered, on^) 
in the LORD have 1 Rigbteoufnefs and Strength -f-. 
Pleafe to obferve, theron. It is not faid, in 
my own Works, in my own Repentance, no, 
nor in my own Faith, but in tbe LORD JE^ 
SUS have I Rigbteoufnefs. — Rigbteoufnefs for 
Juftification, and Strength for San6lification. 
An imputed Rigbteoufnefs, to procure my Ac- 
ceptance; an imparted Strength, to produce 
my Holinefs. The firft, conftituting my Title 
to the everlafting Inheritance 5 the laft, form- 
ing my perfonal Preparation for its Enjoyment. 
— Surely, which expreffes a firm Perfuafion, 
and an unfhaken Affiance. Only, which de- 
notes an utter Renunciation of all other Con- 
fidence, and excludes every other Ground of 
Hope. — Rigbteoufnefs J, the Original is in the 
plural Number. Which feems to be ufed, not 

without 

• Hane Ridemptionem docet SPIRITUS SANCTUS habert 
Nos in Obedientia fcf Sanguine JESU CHRISTI. Ifai. i. 27. 
Vitringa in Loc. 

t Ifai. xlv. 24. 

X nipny parallel to which, both in ConftruSion and Sig* 
nification, is the Phrafe ufed by St. ^a^;?, Aixaiw^ola, Rev« ' 
xix. 8. Tbe fine Linen is tbe Rigbteoufnefs (properly, the Righ* 
tegufoeflb J of thi Saints. 
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paiifon realized. Chrijiians^ endued with fuch 
a Spirit, as breathes in this animated Text, are 
like a Colledtion of thofe gallant and majeflic 
Steeds j not deftined to low Drudgery, but apw 
pointed to run in the royal Chariot; all Life; 
full of Fire; champing the Bit, and eager for 
the Chafe. Nothing can more beautifully de- 
fcribe a State of Exultation and Ardour, than 
the preceding Similitude, or the following 

^ Words, 1 will rejoice ; / noill greatly rejoice ; 

n^ very Souly and all that is within me, JhaU 
be joyful in my GOD. Wherefore ? Becaufe He 
has clothed me^ undone Sinner as I am, with tie 
Garments of Salvation : becaufe He bath covered 
me^ defeftivc as all my Services are, ivitb the 
Robe of Righteoufnefs. A Robe, that hides every 
Sin, which in Thought, Word, or Deed, 1 have 
committed. A Robe, which fcreens from 
the Sword of Juftice, the Curfe of the Law, 
and all the Vengeance which my Iniquities 
have deferved. A Robe, which adorns and dig* 
nifies my Soul ; renders it fair as the Moon, 
clear as the Sun, and meet for the Inheritance 
of Saints in Light. 

Having rcprefented this Righteoufhefs, in a 

Variety of grand and charming Views the 

Prophet farther charafterizes it, as the unalter^ 
cUe and never failing Origin of our Juftifica- 
tion and Happineft. This he difplays by a 
TMuq of Images, bold and fublime to the laft 
Degrfee. Lift up your Eyes to the Heavem^ and 

Vol. IL C c look 
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next, the bluftiing Mom ; then, the clear Shin- 
ing s till all is heightened into the Blaze and 
Glow of Noon.— — ^When Spring revifits our 
ivintry Clime, She alfo advances by gentle Z)^- 
grees. Firft, fwells the Bud, and protrudes 
the Gem I then, expands the Leaf, and un- 
folds the BloiR)m : the Face of Things ij 
continually changing for the better; and Na- 
ture fhjcws herfelf, almoft every Hour, in fome 
new and more engaging Drefs. — ^This leifurely 
Procefs, renders the firong Effulgence of the 
celeftial Orb, more fupportable ; and the lovely 
Expanfions of the vegetable Creation, more 
obfervable. 

So progrefSve and increafing are the DIA 
plays of JE SUSCHR IS r, exhibited in the 
Scriptures. Whofe Appearance is unfpeakably 
more delightful to the Soul, than the Emana- 
tions of orient Light are to the Eye, or the 
Graces of the vernal Seafon to our other Senfes. 
The Gloom of fallen Adam was allevi- 
ated by a Ray from this Sun of Righteoufnefs. 
-'—Abraham and the Patriarchs faw afar off the 
blefled JESUS, as the Morning fpread upon the 
Mountains *. — The Pfalmijl and the Prophets, 
beheld his nearer Approaches, like the Sun 
upon the point of Rifmg. — To the Apoftles 
and Evangelifts He arofe, in perfcft Luftre, 
and complete Beauty. The Blcffings and Pri-. 

vileges, 
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lifhing its condemning Power — Should make Re^ 
€oncilUti(m for Iniquity ; by fuftaining the Ven- 
geance due to Sinners, and fully fatisfying the 

divine Juftice for all their Offences Should 

not barely publiih, but accompliflx and kring 
in a Rigbteoufneji ♦ j that it may be prefented 
both to GOD and Mans to GOD, for the 
Reparation of his violated Law ; to Man, for 

the Juftification of his obnoxious Perfon 

That this Righteoufnefs fliould be everlafling\ 
not fuch as may be compared to the Morning 
Cloudy which pafleth away ; or to the early Dew^ 
which is foon dried up; but fuch as will out- 
laft the Hillsy on which the latter (hines ; and 
outlaft the Sises^ through which the former 
iails. A Righteoufnefs, whofc Merits extend 
to every Period and every Action of our Lives ; 
and when once made ours by Imputation, re- 
mains and will remain our unalienable Pro- 
perty.— To this all the Saints, who, in antient 
Generations, pleafed GOD, owe their Accept- 
ance ; on this, all the Children of Men, who, 
in future Ages, hope for his Mercy, muft re- 
ly 5 by this the whole Affembly of the Blefied, 
ihall be invariably and eternally precious in his 

Sight. 

* M*^*f? I think, muft fignify more than to puHiJb or 
preach. Had this been all .that the Angel was commiffioned 
to declare, 1^27 or TJlTi^ would probably have been ufed. 
—The Word implies fuch a bringing in (the Original is the 
fame) as when AUl brought his Sacrifice to the Altar, for 
die divine Acceptance ; and E/ak brought his Venifbn into 
the Chamber, for his Father's Ufe. Gen, W. 4. xxvii. 31. 

C c 3 
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Sight. — ^Exalted Chara6ler ! Can it be appli- 
cable to any Thing lefs, than the Righteouf- 
nefs of the incarnate GOD? Surely, None 
can imagine, that Daniel v/ovld fpeak in fuch 
a magnificent Strain of any human R\ghteouC- 
nefs ; fince, in this very Chapter, he profef- 
fedly depreciates Himfelf, his Fellow-faints, 
and all human Performances. 

I forgot, in the proper Place, to confult the 
Prophet Jeremiah. Let Us now refer Ourfelves 
to his Determination. Celebrating the SAVI- 
OUR of Judab and Ifrael, He fays 5 "Phis is his 
Name, whereby He jhall be called, TtHELORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. A Determination, 
fo clear and fatisfa£tory, as not to leave, One 
would almoft conclude, any Room for Appeal. 
— Should the Sienfc of the Paflage be qudlion- 
ed, I think, there cannot be a more authentic 
Explication, than the preceding EJrtrafts from 
Ifaiah and Daniel. And having the unani^ 
mous Atteftation of two infpired Penmen, We 
may venture to abide by fuch Authority, even 
in Oppofition to fome refpeftable Names. — In 
the Verfe immediately foregoing, the ejffential 
Holinefs of the REDEEMER was difplayed, 
junder the Charaaer of the R I G H T E O U S 
BR ANCH.— The SanBity, which He fhould 
confer on his Subjeds, was intimated by hi$ 
executing Judgment and Jujiice in the Earth. — 
In the Claufe, We have quoted, his imputed 

Righ. 
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Righteoufhefs is foretold and promifed. — Thus 
the feveral Sentences are diftinfl: ; the Defcrip- 
tion of the SAVIOUR is complete; and He 
appears perfeftly fuited to the Exigencies of a 
wretched World; in their worft Elftate, in- 
flaved to Satan, and in their beft, falling fhort 
of the Glory of GOD. — ^This therefore I take 
to be the grand and extenfive Meaning of the 
Prophet; not barely, The righteous LORD; 
not barely. The LORD who infufes Righte- 
oufnefs into finful Souls; but the incarnate 
JEHOVAH *, whofe mediatorial Righteoufnefs 
is, by an Aft of gracious Imputation, ours--^ 
to all the Intents of Juftification and Salva- 
tion, ours as much ours for thefe blefled 

Purpofes, as if We had wrought it out, each 
in his own Perfon. 

Forefeeing and contemplating thefe Bleffings, 
the inraptured Zechariab cries out; Rejoice 
greatly y O Daughter of Sion ; Jhout^ O Daugh- 
ter of Jerufalem ; behold, thy King cometb unto 
Thee : He is juji^ and having Salvation, lowly 
and riding upon an Afs, and upon a Colt the Foal 

♦ Jerem. xxiii. 5, 6. In thefe golden, infinitely better 
than golden Verfes, is characterized the divine and the hu^ 
man Nature of CHRIST, together with his mediatorial Of- 
fice, The divine Nature ; in that He enjoys the Honours of 
the GODHEAD, and poiTeires the incommunicable Name 
JEHOVAH. — The human Nature ; in that He was to be 
raited up unto Davidy and fpring as a Branch from his Root. 
— ^The mediatorial Office ; in that He is the RighteoufnefsQi 
bis Pcpple> and ihe Salvation of Sinners.^ 

C c 4 
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what is ftill more defpicable, on a rude undif- 
ciplined Colt^ the wayward Foal of an Afs *. 

And 

• Becaufe fomc profane Scoffers have prefumcd to ridi* 
cule this very remancable Incident of our LOR D^s lAft^ 
fome Interpreters of Note have endeavoured to refcue it from 
their abufiut Attempts, by obferving, — ** That the Eaftem 
*< Ailes are much larger and more graceful dian ours. That 
^< Patriarchs and Judges thought it no Difgrace to ride upon 
•« them.'' 

This Obfervation has, I fear, more offalfe Delicacy^ thaii 
tX nal Truth, or chrijlian Simplicity. In the Patriarchal 
Ages, I adcnowledge, Perfons of Hi^ Diftindtion thought 
it noDifhonour, in their Journles and Proceffions, to appear 
on diis Animal. But I very much queftion, whether the fame 
Faihion fubfifted, or the fitrne Wav of Thinking prevailed, 
in the Reign of Tiberius Cxfar. oee Jam. iii. 3. — Nay, I 
am ftronglv inclined to fufped, that this plain primitive Cu- 
ftom was luperfeded, even in die lizjt of Zedkariab. For, 
lone before this Time 1 find, that SoUm$n had four tboufond 
otaUt of Horftsfor his Chariots^ and twelve thoufand Horfemen ; 
and thzt HorAs wore brought to Him out ^ Egypt ; and divers 
atker Countrsos. i Kings iv. 26. x* a8, 29. ^rom this Pe^ 
riod, it is probable, none but die poor and inferior Sort of 
People rode upon AJIes. — ^When Ifaiah prophefied. The Land 
was full of Horfes. Ifai. ii. 7. Under the Porfian Monarchy, 
when Ziciariah flouriflied, Horfes were in mil higher Re- 
pute. Well therefore mip;ht the Prophet fay, with Wonder 
^d Delight — lowfy and riding upon an Afs! 

Was it a mean Attitude ? Bxttf^ngbf mean ? Mean even to 
Contempt f I make no fcruple to grant i| ; nay,I make my Boaft 
of it ! It b for tipe Honour of my LORD'S Condefcenfion; 
it is for the utter Confuiton of all wildly Pomp and Gran- 
deur : and it is for the unfpeakable Comfort of my finful Soul« 
—Mod charming Humility ! Moft Indearing Gentlenels ! 
H£) who rideth upon the Heavens as it were upon an Horfe^ 
omd makoib the Clouds k's Chariot^ to atone for my Pride, and 
to encourage my Hope, di£lained not, in die Days of hia 
Flefb, to ride upon an Afi. 

The^«rho would digni^ dits AAion, any otherwife than 
frpm its ev^r tp bf admurd AMeiKl|t» fcm to hav^ for^ 

gotten 
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This, to ufe the delicate Language, and 
amiable Images of Ifaiab — This Doftrine, em- 
braced by a realizing Faith, is the only Pillow 
of Rejl^ wherewith Te may caufe the weary and 
heavy-laden Soul to find Repofe \ and this is the 
fovereign Cordial, prepared by infinite Mercy, 
for the Refrejhment of anxious and defpondin^ 
Tranfgrefifors. O ! Let Us not be in the Num- 
ber of thofe proud and refraftory Creatures, 
who, though they infinitely needed, yet wmU 
not hear * the gracious News, nor receive the 
iinfpeakable Benefit, — In this Refpeft, and in 
this moft eminently, is that other Saying of 
the fame fublime Teacher, true; The LORD 
ofHofisJhall he for a Crown of Glory ^ and for a 
Diadem of Beauty y to the Refidue of his People^. 
Shall we tear from our Temples, or rejeft with 
Difdain, this unfading and heavenly Orna- 
ment ; in order to fubfHtute a mean and taw- 
dry Chaplet of our own ? 

Let me add a pertinent Paflage from one of 
our admired dramatic Writers. Which, if 
proper in bis Senfe, wDl be incomparably more 
fo, according to our Manner of Application. 

> I t were contemning^ 

With impious felf-fufficient Arrogance ^ 
^is Bounty of our GO Z>, not to accept^ 
With every Mark of Honour^ fuch a Gift. 



f IJau xxviii, 12. f ^''- xxviii. 5. 
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Much in the fame Manner, a true Faitfi 
in CHRIST znd his Righteoufnefs arifes — 
from what ? From the Ruins of Self-fuffici- 
ency, and the Death of perfonal Excellency. 
Let me therefore intreat my Tberon^ ftill to 
take the Diary for his Counfellor ; ftill to 
keep an Eye on the Depravity of his Nature 
and the Mifcarriages of his Life. The more 
clearly We fee, the more deeply We feel, 
our Guilt and our Mifery, the more highly 
(hall We value the Obedience of our blefled 
SURETY.— In fuch a Heart, Faith will 
fiourifh as a Rofe, and lift up its Head as a 
Cedar in Lebanon. To llich a Soul, the great 
REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs will be wel- 
come, as Waters to the thirfty Soil, or as 
Rivers in the fandy Defart. 

L E T T E R V. 

AsPASio to Theron. 

I>ear Theron, 

GIVE me leave to relate an uncommon 
Accident 5 which happened a little while 
ago, in this Neighbourhood; and of which I 
myfelf was a Spcftator.^— The Day was the 

* Sab- 
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the Confternation became general. The Men 
flood like Statues, in filent Amazement, and 
unavailing Perplexity. The Women fhrieked 
aloud 5 fell into Fits; funk to the Ground in 
a Swoon. All was Trepidation and tumultuous 
Clamour. — Drowned was the Preacher's Voice, 
and quite diiregai*ded his Meffage. Had He 
ipoke in Thunder, He would fcarce have been 
heard. To have gone on with his Work, 
amidft fuch a prodigious Ferment, would have 
been like arguing with a Whirl- wind, or talk- 
ing to a Tempeft. 

This, brought to my Mind that great tre^ 
mendous Day^ when the Heavens will pais 
away J when the Earth will be diflblved; and 
all its Inhabitants receive their final Doom. — 
If, at fuch Incidents of very inferior Dread, 
our Hearts are ready to fail; what unknown 
and inconceivable Aflonifhment muft feize the 
guilty Confcience, when the Hand of the AL- 
MIGHTY fhall open thofe unparalleled Scenes 
of Wonder; Defblation, and Horror ! — ^When 
th^Trumpet fhall found — ^The Dead arife — 

The World be in Flames ^The JUDGE on 

the Throne — and all Mankind at the Bar ! 

^e Trumpet Jhall found *, fays the pro- 
phetic Teacher. And how ftartling, how 
ftupendous the Summons ! Nothing equal to 
it, nothing like it, was ever heard through 

aU 
• I C^r. XV. 52; 
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an irrefiftible Sweep, over-run Empire^ ; here 
they all appear, and here they all are loft* Loft^ 
like the fmall Drop of a Bucket, when plunged 
into the unfathomable and boundlefs Ocean. 
— O! the Multitudes! The Multitudes ! which 
thefe Eyes (hall furvey, when GOD calleth the 
Heavens from above ^ and the Earth that He may 
judge his People. What Shame muft fluih the 
guilty Cheek ! What Anguifti wouncl the poU 
luted Breaft ! To have all their /% Pra6tices, 
and infamous Tempers, expofed before this in- 
numerable Croud of Witneffes ! — ^Fly, my 7)&^- 
ron ; and fly, my Soul ; inftantly let Us fly, 
eameftly let Us fly, to the purifying Blood of 
JESUS. That all our Sins may be blotted 
out J that We may be found unblameable and 
unreproveable^ in the Prefence of the aflembled 
World; and, what is infinitely more to be 
revered, in the Sight of the omnipotent GOD. 

When the Swarm ifllies, the Hive will burm 
There is no more Need of this habitable Globe* 
The Ele6t have fought the good Fight, and 
finiftied their Courfc. The Wicked have been 
tried, and found incorrigible. The important 
Drama is ended : every Aftor has performed 
his Part : now therefore the Scenes are taken 
down, and the Stage is demolilhed* — JFoe 
be to the Earth, and to the Works thereof/ It« 
Streams are turned into Pitch, its Duft into 
Brimftone ; and the Breath of the ALMIGH- 

VoL. IL Dd TV, 
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unto Him.— **Behold ESm, ye faithful Follow-^ 
ers of the LAMB ; and wonder and love. This 
is HE, who bore all your Iniquities on the ig- 
nominious Crois. This is H £, who fulfilled 
all Righteoufnefs for the Juftification of your 
Perfbns*— ^Behold Him, ye Defpifers of his 
Grace j and wonder and perifti. This is HE, 
whofe merciful Overtures you have contemned^ 
and on whofe precious Blood You have tram* 
pled. 

The great nnhite Throne ♦, beyond Defcrip* 
tion auguft and formidable, is erefled. The 
ICING of Heaven, the LORD of Glory, takes 
his Seat on the dreadful Tribunal. Mercy ^ on 
his Right-hand, difplays the Olive^Branch of 
Peace^ and holds forth the Crown of Righte- 
oufnefs. Jujitcey on his Left, poiies the im- 
partial Scale, and unfheaths the Sword of 
Vengeance. While Wifdwn and Holinefs^ brigh- 
ter than ten thoufand Suns, beam in his di- 
vine Afpeft.— What are all the preceding 
Events, to this new Scene of Dignity and Awe ? 
Peals of united Thunder, founding in the 
Arch-angeFs Trumpet j the Blaze of a burn- 
ing World, and the firong Convuliions of cxt 
piring Nature j the unnumbered Myriads of 
human Creatures, ftarting into inftantaneous 
Exigence, and thronging the aftonifhed Skies $ 
all thefe feem familiar Incidents, compared 

D d 2 with 
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compared with that Indignation and Wrath, 
which are hanging over their guilty Heads — 
which are even now falling on all the Sons of 
Rebellion — which will plunge them deep in 
aggravated and endlefs Deftruftion. 

And is there a lajl Day ? and muji there come 
Afurey afocedy irrevocable Doom ? 

Surely then, to ufe the Words of a pious 
Prelate *, it (hould be " the main Care of our 
" Lives and Deaths, what fhall give Us Peaca 
" and Acceptation before the dreadful Tri- 
« bunal of GOD. What but Righteoufnefs ? 
" What Righteoufnefs or whofe ? Ours or 
" CHRISTs ? Ours, in the inherent Graces 
" wrought in Us, in the holy Works wrought 
« by Us ? Or CHRISTs, in his moft perfeft 
" Obedience and meritorious Satisfaftion, 
" wrought for Us, and applied to Us ? The 
" Popijh Faftion is for the former. We Pro^ 
" tejiants are for the latter. GOD is as direft 
" on our Side, as his Word can make Him ; 
« every where blazoning the Defefts of our 
" own Righteoufnefs, every where extolling the 
" perfeft Obedience of our REDEEMER'S.'* 

Behold! fays the everlafting KING, I lay in 
Sion, for a Foundation^ a Stone-, a tried Stone i 
a precious Comer-ftone ; afure Foundation : He 

THAT BELIEVETH,SHALL NOT MAKE HASTE -f** 
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Goodne& ! He is, for this Purpofe, not a Stone 
only, but 

A tried Stone. Tried, in the Days of his 
Humanity, by all the Vehemence of Tempta- 
tions, and all the Weight of Affliftions : yet, 
like Gold from the Furnace, rendered more 
fhining and illuftrious by the fieiy Scrutiny. — 
Tried, under the Capacity of a SAVIOUR, 
by Millions and Milfions of depraved, wretched; 
ruined Creatures ; who have always found Him 
perfeStly able^ and as perfeSIy nvillingy to expi- 
ate the moft enormous Guilt — to deliver from 
the moft inveterate Corruptions— and fave, to 
the very uttermoft, all th^t come unto GOD 
through Him. 

ACorner-ftone. That not only fuftains, but 
unites the Edifice : incorporating both Jev^s 
and Gentiles^ Believers of various Languages, 
and manifold Denominations — here, in one 
harmonious Bond of brotherly Love — there- 
after, in one common Participation of etemal 
Joy. 

A precious Stone. More precious than Rubies j 
the Pearl of great Price ; and the Defire of all 
Nations. Precious, with regard to the divine 
Dignity of his Perfon, and the unequalled Ex- 
cellency of his mediatorial Offices. In thefe, 
and in all refpefts, greater than Jonah — wifer 
than Solomon-^fdktr than the Children of Men 
— chiefeft among ten thoufand — and, to the' 
D d 4 awakened 
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fix their whole Hopes, on this immoveable Ba- 
lis. — Or, as the Words may be rendered, A 
Foundation^ ! A Foundation I There is a fine 
Spirit of Vehemency in the Sentence, thus un* 
derftood. It fpeaks the Language of Exulta- 
tion, and exprefles an important Difcovery, 
That which Mankind infinitely want; that 
which Multitudes feek, and find not j it is here ! 
it is here ! This, this is the Foundation for their 
Pardon, their Peace, their eternal Felicity. 

IVhofoever belien)etby though prefled with Ad- 
verfities, or furrounded by Dangers, Jhall not 
make bafte -j-. But, free from tumultuous and 
perplexing Thoughts, prefeiJV^d from rafti and 
precipitate Steps, He ihall poffefs his Soul \\\ 

Pa. 

•iDionDp 

+ Shall not maki bq/ti^ ^\if ^ This metaphorical Ex- 
preffion, though it might be very intelligible to an Hebrew^ 
IS to an Englifl) Reader, like fome fine Pidure placed in ^ 
difadvantagidus Light. We may poffibly illuftrate the Pro- 
phet's Meaning, and exemplify his Aflertion, if We com- 
pare the Conduct: of Mofes^ with that of the Ifraelitesj on 
viewing the fatal Cataftrophe of Dathan and Ahiram. — When 
the Earth trembled under their Feet ; when the Ground 
opened its horrid Jaws \ when the prefumptuous Sinners went 
down alive into the Pit ; when the tremendous Chafm clofed 
upon the fcreaming Wretches ; the Children of Ifrael, it is 
written, JUd at the Cry of thitn. Fled, in wild and hafty 
Confufion ; for they faid^ Left the Earth fwallow up Us alfo. 
. — But Mofes^ who denounced the dreadful Doom ; Mofes^ 
who was furc of the divine Protedion j Mofes made na 
fuch precipitate or diforderly hafte. He flood calm ^d 
compofed : faw the whole alarming Tranfadlion, with- 
put any uneafy Emotions of Fear, or any unneceflary At- 
tempts to efcape. So that his Behaviour ieems to be a very 
^od Comment on IJaiah*% Phraje. See Nun^. xvi, 
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and our furcft Guides in fettling their Senfe. 
— ^Do tbey patronize our Interpretation of the 
Prophets ? Do tbey fet their Seal to the Au- 
thenticity of our Doftrine ? 

St. Luke, in his ecclefiaftical Hiftory, has pre- 
fcrved this weighty Declaration of the Apoftles ; 
fFe believe^ tbat^ througb tbe Grace of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, fFeJhall befaved, even as 
tbey *. Here the Thing is implied. — St. Peter^ 
in the Introduftion to one of his Theological 
Epiftks, thus addreffes his happy Corrcfpon- 
dents : T*o tbem tbat bave obtained like precious 
Faitb, in tbe Rigbteoufnefs -f- of our GOD and 
SAFIOUR JESUS CHRIST. Here the Point 
is cxprcfly aflerted. — ^With equal Cleamels is 
the Doftrine delivered by Mattbew the Evan- 
gclift; Seek ye frfi tbe Kingdom of GOD and bis 
Rigbteoufnefs X- What can the Kingdom of 
GOD m€Bn ? An Experience of the Power, 
and an Enjoyment of the Privileges of the 
Gofpel. What are we to underftand by bit 
Rigbteoufnefs ? Surely, the Rigbteoufnefs which 

is 

• A/fs XV. II. 
t 2 Pet. i. I. TTic Phrafc is win* « ^ixaiod-uvu. If Wo 
retain the common Tranflation, it proves another very mo* 
mentous Truth : that thi Rigbteoufnefs of our GOD^ even of 
our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST^ is the one meritorious pro* 
curing Caufe of all Spiritual Bleffings ; of Faith, as well as 
nf Fniitioa 3 of Grace, as well as of Glory. 
X M^tt. vi. 33, 
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that the moft probable. Means of fecuring the 
divine Favour^ was a iincere Reformation of 
Life. 

The Jews^ it is well known, placed a mighty 
Dependence on their Affinity to Abraham^ and 
the Covenant made with their Fathers; on 
their Adherence to the Letter of the moral 
Law, and their fcrupulous Performance of ce- 
remonial Inftitutions. — Gentiles andy^fwj agree- 
ing in this Miftake, that they looked for the 
Pardon of Guilt, and the Attainment of Hap- 
pinefs, from fome Services done, or fome Qua- 
lities acquired by I'hemfehes. 

Againft thefe Errors the zealous Apoftle 
draws his Pen. He enters the Lifts like a true 
Champion of CHRIST^ in the moft fpirited 

and 

is extant In which the moft important Controverfies are 
fairly ftated, accurately difcufled, and judicioufly determined ; 
with a Perfpicuity of oenfe, and a Solidity of Reafoning, that 
are exceeded by nothine, but the remarkable Conciferufsy and 
the ftill more remarkable Candour of the Sentiments. 

The Oeconomia Fosderum^ written by the fame Hand, is a 

Body of Divinity j in its Method fo well £ge/ied in its 

Do^nes fo truly evangelical and (what is not very ufua^ 

with our fyftematic Writers) in its Language fo refined and 

ilegant in its Manner fo affe^ionate and animating 

that I would venture to recommend it, to every young Stu* 
dent in Divinity : I would not fcruplc to rlfk all my Reputa- 
tion upon the Merits of this Performance : and I cannot but 
lament it, as one of my greateft Lofles, that I was no fooner 

acquainted with this molt excellent Author. All whofs 

Works, have fuch a DeHcacy of Compofilion, and fuch a 
fweet Savour of Holinefs^ that I know not any Comp.iri fon 
more proper to rcprefent their true Character, than the trf.iJcri 

Pot which had Manna 'y and was outwardly, brigh v;\(ti 

burnilhcd Gold-~i^inwardly, rich with heavenly Food, 
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But why was it requifite, that fuch a Righ- 
teoufnels fhould be provided by GOD« and 
revealed in the Gofpel ? — ^Becaufe, neither the 
Gentiles nor the Jews had, or could attain any 
Righteouihefs of their own s and this Righte- 
oufiiefs, though fo abfolutely neceflary for their 
fallen State, was infinitely remote from all hu- 
man Apprehenfions. The latter Aflertion is 
felf-*evident« The former is particularly de- 
monftrated. — ^Firft, with regard to the Gentiles ^ 
the Generality of whom, were abandoned to 
the moft fcandalous Excefles ; and they who 
had efcaped the grofler Pollutions, fell fliort 
in the Duties of natural Religion. — Next, with 
regard to the Jews 5 Many of whom lived in 
open Violation of the external Commands 
ment ; and not One of them a£led up to the 
internal Purity, required by the Mofaic Pre- 
cepts. — ^From which Premifes, this Conclufion 
is deduced \ that each of them had tranfgrefled 
even their own Rule of Aflion ; that all of 
them were, on this Account, utterly inexcul^ 
able ; therefore by the Works of the Law^ whe- 
ther dictated byReafon, or delivered by Mofes^ 
no Flejh can bejujlified^. 

Left any fhould imagine, that Righteouf* 
nefs may be obtained, if not by a Conformity 
to the Law of Nature, or the Law of Mofes^ 
yet by an Obfcrvation of Evangelical Ordi- 
nances, 

* Rom. iii. 20. 
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and hinder it from attaining the due End, ei- 
ther of Obedience or Condemnation. — No; 
but We eftablifti the Law, by believing in that 
great MEDIATOR, who has obeyed its every 
Precept; fuftained its whole Penalty 5 and fa- 
tisfied all its Requirements, in their utmoft 
Extent. 

Farther to corroborate his Scheme, He proves 
it from the renovraed Examples of Abraham 
and David. — ^The Inftance of Abraham \% fo 
clear, that it wants no Comment. Any Pa* 
raphrafe would rather obfcure, than illuftratc 
it.-— The other, derived from the Teftimony 
of the Pfalmtfty may admit the Commentator's 
Tool. Yet not to hammer it into a new Form./ 
but only to clear away the Rubbifli ; to refciie 
it from^ifreprefentation ; and place it in a 
true Light. Even as David defcribetb the Blef^ 
ednefs of the Man, to whom GOD imputeth Righ^ 
teoufnefs without JVorks^ faying ; Bleffed are Tbey^ 
whofe JJnrighteoufnefs is forgiven^ and whofe Sins 
are covered : Blejed is the Man^ to whom the 
LORD will not impute Sin*. — Here is Impu^ 
fation afferted — The Imputation of Righteouf 
nefs — Of Righteoufnefs without Works ; without 
any Refpeft to, or any Co-operation from, 
any Kind of human Works. It is a Blefling 
youchfafed to the Ungodly ; not founded on a 

Freedom 

♦ Rom. iv. 6, 7. 

Vol. II. E c 
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Sinners; promifed to Sinners; beftowed on 
Sinners. Who have nothing, nothing of their 
'Own, either to boaft, or to plead. 

In the fifth Chapter, from Verfe the twelfth 
to the. End, the facred Penman points out the 
Caufe, and explains the Method of Juftification. 
Of which this is the Sum. — That CHRIST, 
in purfuance of the Covenant of Grace, ful- 
filled all Righteoufnefs in the Stead of his Peo- 
ple — ^That this Righteoufnefs, being perform- 
ed for them, is imputed to them — That, by 
virtue of this gracious Imputation, they are 
abfolved from Guilt, and intitled to Blifs ; a$ 
thoroughly abfolved, and as fully intitled, as 
if in their own Perfons they had undergone 
the expiatory Sufferings, and paid the merito- 
rious Obedience.-^— Left it fhould feem ftrange, 
in the Opinion of a Jew or a Gentile, to hear 
of being juftified by the Righteoufnefs bf ^- 
otber, He urges a parallel Cafe ; recorded in 
the Jewi/h Revelation, but ratified by univer-^ 
yZr/* Experience; namely, Our being condemn- 
ed for the Unrighteoufnefs of Another. — -la 
this Refpedt, He obferves, Adam was a Type 
of our LORD; or, a Figure of^ HIM thai 
was to come -f . The Relations the fame, but 

the 

♦ By the Pains and Death which Infants^ in ever)* Na- 
tion, endure. Which are unqueilionably Punilhments, and 
to which they are doomed by the righteous Judgnicnc vi* 
GOD. 

t Rom. V. 14, 

E e a 
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ready to think, the ihfpired Writer puts a 
Difference between the two grand Bleffings 
purchafed bylMMANUEL, Remiflion and 
Righteoufnefs *. For, who are the Perfons, 
which receive Abundance of Grace f They, I 
apprehend, that, having finned much, have 
much forgiven.— Who are the Pcrfons, which 
receive Abundance of the Gift of Right eoufnefs ? 
They, that having in their own Condudl 
wrought out none, which will bear the Tefi: 
of GOD's impartial Scrutiny, have one placed 
to their Account, which the all-feeing Eye of 
Heaven approves. — ^However, whether the Di- 
ftinftion I have ventured to propofe, be fan- 
fiful or fubflantial, of this I am pcrfuadedj 
that the Gift of Righteoufnefs -f*! mvifl fignify 

a 

* Nm tanttm Picctaafublata^ fed Jujiitia prajiiu. 

. t I cannot but wonder at the Afleition of a late Writer* 
who roundly declares, ** That there is not one Word in 
** this whole Chapter, relating to the antecedent Obedience 
" of CHRIST'S Life, but cxprefRng only his paflive Obe- 
** dience." — Muft then thh Grotip of Expreffions— ^txAw- 
€\jvn — iiKxiufxx — vuxxon — be confined barely to the Suffer" 
ings of ouf LORD ? To put fuch a Senfe upon the Words 
of the Apoflle, is, I think, not to hear his Voice, but to 
gogg his Mouth ; not to acquiefce in the facred Oracles, but 
to make them (peak our own Meaning. — Be%aj who perhaps 
is inferior to no Critic, with regard to a mafterly Skijl in 
the Greek Language, thus explains i^xaMfji^x ; JuJUficaiionis 
eft Materia^ ncmpe CHRISTI Obedientia ; cujus Imputatio ms 
jujiosfacit. — Miniert, in his accurate and copious Lexicon 
fiwr die Greek Teftament, gives this Interpretation of ^ix«»«- 
€wn i Opera CHRISTO a Poire prafiripia hoc Nomine veni-' 
imt I nimirum omnia qua ab ipfo prajiemda erant, tarn aU Le- 

E e 3 gU 
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his Reafoning, We muft allow, that the Obe^ 
dience of One^ is the Obedience of CHRIST; 
his adlual and complete Performance of the 
whole Law. Hereby, Many are made Righ^ 
teous ; righteous, in fuch a Senfe, as to be re- 
leafed from Condemnation, and vefted with a 

Title to Life eternal. How obvious is this 

Meaning ! How regular this Argumentation. 
What Subtilty of Evafion muft be ufed, to 
give a different Turn to the inftruftive Text ! 

This is the moft confiftent Senfe, in which I 
can underftand Rom.\\\i. 5. I'hat theRighteoup 
nefs of the Law might be fulfilled in Us, who walk 
not after the Fkjh^ but after the SPIRIT. That 
the Righteoufnefs required by the holy but 
broken Law, might be thoroughly accomplilh* 
ed. Accomplifhed by our public Reprcfenta- 
tive, and in our human Nature. So as to be 
deemed, in point of legal Eftimation, fulfil- 
led y^r Us and by Us *. This, I fay, is moft 
confiftent with the Tenour of St. PauFs Argu- 
ing, and with the exaft Import of his Lan- 
guage. — With the Tenour of his Arguing : for^ 
He undertakes to demonftrate the Impojfibility 
of our Juftification, by any perfonal Confor- 
mity to the Law. Whereas, if We could fa- 
tisfy its Penalty, and obey its Precepts 5 or, in 

other 

♦ It is remarked by a judicious Critic, and very valuable 
Expbfitor, that the Prepofition vj fometimes fignifics hy or 
far ; and is (b traoflated. Matt. v. 34. Heb. i. i. Sec Dr. 
Gulf^% Expoiition of the New TejUmtnt. 

E e 4 
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fication of true Believers. — Let Us now obfcrv^ 
the fame iagacious Judge of Men and Things, 
difcovcring the Danger of thofe Self-jufticiaries^ 
who rejcft the REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs- 
He is filled with the darkeft Apprehenfions, 
concerning his Brethien the Jems. He is im- 
preflfed with melancholy Prefages, relating to 
their eternal State. And what was the Cauie of 
this tender Solicitude ? Had they caft o£F all Re- 
ligion, and given themfelves over to grofi Im- 
moralities ? On the contrary, they were Wor* 
ftiipers of the true GOD; and had, in their 
\yay, not only a Regardy but a Zeal for his Ho- 
nour. Wherefore then does this compaffionate 
Father in ^raelieAxht fame trembling Uneaii- ' 
neisy &r his Kinfinen according to the Fleih, as 
Eli fdt for the indangtred Ark ? Himielf aA 
figns the Reafbn. Bec^uk, tbey ieing ignorant pf 
GOD's Rigbteou/kefsy and going about to ejiablijb 
their awn Rigbteoufnefsj have mtfubnntted tbem^ 
felves to the Rigbteoufnefs of GOD *. Not know- 
ing that immaculate Holinefs, which the perfefl 
Nature^ and equally perfieft Law of the moft 
High GOD, require — being wilfully ignorant 
of that confummate Obedience, which an in- 
carnate GOD vouchfafed to perform, for the 
Juftification of his People— they feduloufly^ 
tot foolifhly endeavoured, to eflablilh their 
evm Righteouihefs; to make it, fcanty and 

decrepit 
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nefs *. Strange Affertion ! How is this poC- 

fible ? Doubtlefs, the Righteoufnefs which they 
attained, could not be any perfonal Righte- 
oufnefs. Of this they were totally deftitute. 
Inftead of praflifmg moral Virtues, or reli- 
gious Duties, they were immerfed in Senfua- 
lity, and abandoned to Idolatiy. It muft there- 
fore be the evangelical, the imputed Righte- 
oufnefs, even that ivbicb was wrought by 
CHRISl'y and is received iy Faith f . 

Ifraely in the mean time, the nominal Ifraelf 
whoy with great Pretenfions to Sanftity, and 
many coftly Oblations, followed after the Law 
of Righteoufnefs y hath not attained to the Law of 
Righteoufnefs. Attained ! They have done no- 
thing lefs. They are fallen vaftly fhort of it ; 
they are pronounced guilty by it 5 they ftand 

con- 

* Surely, this muft fignify more^than ** attaining to the 
** Profiffion of a Religion, whereby they may be juftined and 
<< faved." To this Multitudes attain, who continue, as the 
Prophet fpeaks, Jiouubearted and far from Righteoufnefs* 
Who derive no real Benefit from their rrofeffion ; but are 
rendered utterly inexcufable, and liable to more aggravated 
Condemnation. 

t Surely, the Righteoufnefs which is by Faith^ cannot con- 
fift " in humbly committing the Soul to CHR IST^ in the 
** Way that he hath appointed." According to this Notion, 
the juftifying Righteoufnefs would fpring from Ourfclves ; 
would be conftituted by an A £1 of our own, and not by the 
perfefl Obedience of our LORD. 

I am forry to fee this, and the preceding Interpretation, iix 
the Works of an Expofitor^ Whofe Learning I admire, whofe 
Piety I reverence, and whofe Memory I honour. Yet I muft 
fay, on this Occafion, with one of the antient Philofophers \ 
jImcHs Plato^ amicus Socrates^ fed maps arnica Veritas. 
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gives Us a fine dcfcriptivc View of the Cbri^i- 
ans complete Happinefs. He opens (if I may 
continue the Metaphor) a free and ample Port 
for perifhing Souls. Not formed by a Neck of 
Land> or a Ridge of Mountains, but by a 
magnificent Chain of fpirit^l Bieflings. AU 
proceeding from, all terminating in, that pre- 
cious Corner-ftone JESUS CHRIST. Who of 
GOD is made unto Us JVifdom, and Rigbteoufnefs^ 
and SanSHJication^ and Redemption ♦. Wifdom^ 
to inlighten our ignorant Minds. Righteouf- 
nefs -f-, to juftify our guilty Perfons. Sanili-^ 
^cation +, to renew our depraved Natures. 
Redemption^ to refcue Us from all Evil ; and 
render Vsy both in Body and Soul, peffeflly 
and eternally happy. — Let it be remarked, how 
carefully our infpired Writer fets afide all Suf- 
fciency^ as well as all Merit in Man. He re- 

• prefents 

* I dr. i. 30. 

tt Rigtti9ufnefs and SanSfificatim ; the former imputidy 
the latter inhertni. This prefervcf a DiJiinSfion between the 
noble Articles, and affigns to each a grand Share in the 
Oeconomy of Salvation. — To fay, that, if one of the Bleff- 
ings is communicated by way of Impuution, the other (houM 
be communicated in the fame Mamiery feems to be cavilling , 
rather than arguing. Becaufe, the Subjefls are of a diffe- 
rent Nature ; and therefore muft be enjoyed in a different 
Way.~The Cocoa Tree is, to the Jmtricanj Food and 
Clothing, a Habitation and domeftic Utenfils. But muft 
We fuppofe it, adminiftering to all thefe Ufes in one and the 
fame unvaried Method I Becaufe, in one RefpeS it is eaten 
or drank, muft it be thus applied in all ? I believe, the '\\\\\ 
terate Savage, who enjoys the feveral Gifts, need not be 
taught the Abfurdity of fuch a Suppofttion. 
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Blood and meritorious Righteoufnefs. By the 
SPIRIT of our GOD j through the Efficacy of 
his Operation, revealing CHRIST, and work- 
ing Faith in the Heart. 

Some Gentlemen have talked of a new re- 
medialLBW; whereas, the Apoftle declares, that 
CHRIST is the End of the old, the unalterable, 
the Mofaic Law, for Righteoufnefs to every One 
that believetb *. — ^Follow the Courfe of a River; 
it will conftantly lead You to the Ocean. Trace 
the Veins of the Body ; they invariably unite 
in the Heart. Mark likewife the Tendency of 
the Law ; it no lefs conftantly and invariably 
condufts You to CHRIST, as the Center of 
its Views, and the Confummation of its De- 
mands. — The moral Law aims, at difcovering 
our Guilt, and demonftrating our inexpreffible 
Need of a SAVIOUR. The ceremonial points 
Him out, as fufFering in our Stead j making 
Reconciliation for Iniquity ; and purging away 
every Defilement with his Blood. — They both 
diredt the wretched Tranfgreflbr, to renounce 
Himfelf, and fly to the REDEEMER. Who 
alone has paid that perfect Obedience, and 
brought in that everlafting Righteoufnefs, 
which the Sinner wants, and the Law exa6ls. 
Who is, therefore, the only proper Accomplifh^ 
ment of the one, and the only fuitable Supply for 
the other. 

What 
♦ Rom, X. 4. 
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nefsj and of Judgment. Of Shy becaufe they be^ 
It eve not in me : of Rigbteoujnefsy becaufe I go to 
my FjftHERy and ye fee me no more : ofjudg-^ 
menty becaufe the Prince of this World is judged* 4 
—Is it poffible for Words to be more weighty 
and comprehenfiue ? Here is a Summary of Chri- 
ftian Faith, and Chriftian Holinefs. Not that 
fuperfcial Holinefs, which is patched up of de- 
votional Forms, and external Performances : 
but that which is vital, and fprings from the 
Heart; confifts in Power, not in mere Profef- 
fion; whofe Praife, if not of Men, who are 
fmitten with pompous Outfides, is fure to be 
of G O D, who diftinguifhes the Things that 
are excellent. 

Hejhall convince the World of Sin ; of origi- 
nal and adtual Sin. The Sin of their Nature, 
as well as the Sin of their Life; the Sin of 
their beft Deeds, no lefs than of their criminal 
Comraiffions, and blameable Omiflions. Above 
all, of their fmning againft the fovereign, the- 
only Remedy, by Unbelief; becaufe they believe 
not on me. — He fhall convince^ Righteoufnefs ^ 
of the divine REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs, 
which the foregoing Conviftion muft render 
peculiarly welcome. Convince them, that it 
was wrought out in behalf of difobedient and 
defeftive Mortals ; that it is abfolutely perfect 
and fufficient to juftify even the moft Ungodly. 
Of all which an inconteftable Proof is given, 

. by 

♦ 7«&/i xyU 8, 9, 10, 11^ 
Vol. II. F f 
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order to conftitute> at leaft, Jbme Part of their 
juftifying Righteoufnefs. Againft which Er- 
ror, the vigilant and indefatigable Affertor of 
the "truth as it is in JESUS, remonftrates — - 
IFe who are jews ly Nature, and not Sinners of 
the Gentiles, knowing that a Man is notjujlified 
by the Works of the Law, but by the Faith ofJE-- 
SUS CHRIST, even We have believed in JESUS 
CHRIST' I that We might be jujiified by the Faith 
of CHRIST, and not by the Works of the Law, for, 
by the Works of theLawJhall no FleJIj be jujiified *. 
We, who are Jews by Nature, tlie Defcen- 
dants of Abraham, and GOD s peculiar People ; 
have the Tables of his Law, and tlie Ordinan- 
ces of his Worlhip : We who, in pdint of Pri- 
vileges, are greatly fuperior to the Gentile Na-- 
tions, and have all poflible Advantages for 
cftabliihing (if fuch a Thing were prafticable) 
a Righteoufiiefs of our own ; What have We 
done }^We have believed on JESUS CHRIST' i 
We have difclaimed our. own, and depended on 
tis Obedience. — For what End ? Tliat by this 
Faith in CHRIST, and by his imputed Me- 
rits, 

• Gal. ii. 15, 16. Obfervable, very obfervablc is the 
Zc9\ of the Apoftle, in this noble Stand, made againft the 
mo/i fpecious^ and therefore the moft dangerous, Encroach- 
ments of Error. To exprcfs his ardent Concern for th^ 
Truth and Purity of the GoTpel, the Works of the Law are 
mentioned no lefs than three Times, and as often excluded 
from the Aftair of Juftificarion. The Faith of CHRIST likc^ 
wife is thrice inculcated, and as often afTerted to be the onfy 
Method of becommg righteous before G O D. 

F f 2 
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irLHim *. In this Text, the double Imputation 
of our Sin to CHRIST, and of CHRTSr$ 
Righteoufnefs to Us, is moft emphatically 
taught, and moft charmingly contrafted.— 
Moft emphatically taught. For, We are faid 
not barely to be righteous, but to be made 
Righteoufnefs itfelf ; and not Righteoufnefs 
only, but (which is the utmoft that Language 
can reach) the Righteoufnefs of GOD. — Moft 
charmingly contrajled. For, One cannot but alk. 
In what Manner, CHRIST was made Sin ? In 
the very fame Manner, We are made Righte- 
oufnefs. CHRIS T knew no a£fual Sin ; yet, 
upon his mediatorial Interpofition on our Be- 
half, He was treated by divine JUSTICE, as 
a finfiil Perfon. We likewife are deftitute of 
all legal Righteoufnefs ; Yet, upon our receiv- 
ing CHRIST, and believing in his Name, 
We are regarded by the Divine MAJE STY, 
as righteous Creatures. This therefore can- 
not, in either Cafe, be intrinfically s but muft 
be, in both Inftances, imputatively. Graci- 
ous, divinely gracious Exchange \ ! pregnant 
with amazing Goodnefs, and rich with in- 

eftimable 

♦ 2 Cor. y. 21. 

t Ita fcilicet mirabili Permutatione Mala mjlrain fe r^- 
eetit, ut Bonafua nobis largiretur\ recepit Miferiam, ut lar^* 
giretur Mifericordiam ; recepit Maledi&ionem, ut Benedi^ionii 
Jua compotes nos facer et ; recepit Mortem^ ut Vitam conferret \ 
recepit Peccatunty ut Ju/litiam impertiretur. Thus writes the 
judicious Turretin. To which, in Concurrence with the ac* 
curate Witftus^ I fubfchbc both with Hand and Heart. 

Ff3 
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^* caufe He was a Sacrifice for Sin, We con- 
" fefs : but therefore was He a Sacrifice for 
" Sin, becaufe our Sin was imputed to Him, 

and punifhed in Him/'— The poor Delin- 
quents under the Mofaic Difpenfation, who 
brought their Sin-offering to the Altar of the 
LORD, were dire^Sled to lay their Hand on 
the devoted Beafl i fignifying, by this Ufage, 
the transferring of Guilt from the Offerer to 
the Sacrifice. Conformably to the Import of 
this Ceremony, CHRIST afTumed our Deme- 
rit J like a true piacular Viftim, fuffered the 
Punifhment, which We had deferved \ and 
which, without fuch a Commutation, We muft 
have undergone. So that our LORD's beiAg 
made a Sin-oflfering for Us, does by no means 
invalidate, but very much confirm our Doc- 
trine. It ncceffarily implies the Tranflation 
of our Guilt to his Perfon ; and on the Prin- 
ciples of Analogy, muft infer the Imputation 
of his Righteoufnefs to our Souls* 

One Paflagc more permit me to tranfcribe 
into my Paper ^ and, at the fame Time, to 
wifh, that it may be written on both our Hearts. 
Written^ not with Ink and Pen, no, nor with 
the Point of a Diamond, but with the Finger 
of the living GOD. Tea doubtlefsy and I count 
all Things but Lofsy for the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my LORD ; for 
whom I have fuffered the Lofs of all Things ^ and 
do count them, but Dungy that I may ivin CHRIST ^ 
Ff 4. ' and 
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fixed: — On a Foundation, exte^i as the 
Obedknoeof the REDEEMER'S Life and 
Death, impMium as the IXgnky of his eternal 
Power and GODHEAD. They axe fixed on 
/.v Rsibteutfiufi wbitb it §f GOD ; die Rigih- 
tcouiheis which GOD the FATHER, in un- 
fcarchable VMidom, provided ; and which GOD 
the SON, in unutterable GoodneG, wrongfaf. 
— ^Dd Vou inquire. Ham: He came to be in- 
veiled with this R^hteoufiie6? The Anfwet 
is ready and fatisfactory. It was by the Ap- 
plication of the divine SPIRIT, and the In- 
Ih-umentality oiFaitb. — ^Left Any fliould ima- 
gine. That this Faith might be fiiUtitoted, 
inftcad of his own Obedience to the Law ; He 
puts an apparent Difference b e tw ee n the Righ- 
teoufneis which juAifies, and the Faith by 
which it is received : not the Righteofifiie^ 
which con/ijls triy but is through the Faith of 
CHRIST. — ^To (hew the great Importance of 
tliis DiilincHon j how eamefUy He infifted 
upon it, as a Preacher; how much it tended 
to his Confolation, as a Cbriftian j He repeats 
the .Sentiment, He reinculcatcs the Doftrinc, 
•f*^ Rtghtevufnefs -which is of GOD by Faith. 

^\ iWrou now, rberon,. or ihaU /, poor un- 
f'^'^^*'^^^^ Creatures, prefome to rdy on any 
tV. tvumances or any Accomplifhments of our 
....« \V hen that diffinguifhcd Saim— a per- 

"^1^'^^^^"^^^^> of Graces, andotzTal 
^*^ uj Labours, unconqucna>le by 

AfSic- 
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Affli6tion8, and of whofc Ulcfulnefs there is 
neither Meafure nor End— When He denies 
Himfelf in every View 5 depreciates all ; dif- 
avows all; and makes mention of nothing, 
but the incomparable Righteoufnefs of his obe-' 
dient, dying, interceding SAVIOUR. 

What (hall I fay more ? Shall I attempt to 
play the Rhetorician, and borrow the infinuat- 
ing Arts of Pcrfuafion ? This, after all the co-- 
gent Te/iimonies produced, and all the great Au^ 
tboritiei urged, would be a ncedlefs Parade. 
When our Pen is a Sunbeam, there is but 
little Occafion to dip it in Oil. 

Inftead of fuch an Attempt, give me Leave 
to make a frank and honeil Confeflion. I 
would conceal nothing from my Friend. He 
ihould have a Safh to my Breaft s throw it up 
at his Pleafure j and fee all that paflcs within. 
—Though I never had any Temptation to 
that pernicious Set of Errors, which pafles un- 
der the Charafter of Socinianifm ; yet I had 
many Searchings of Heart, and much folicit* 
ous Inquiry, How far We are indebted to 
CHRISTs adiive Righteoufrtefs. Thoroughly 
perfaaded, that Other Foundation can no Man 
lay^ fave that which is laid^ even JEStlS 
CHRIST ^ s and that there is no otberName given 
under liiaven^ whereby Men can befaved ^ j yet, 
whether We were not to confine our believing 

Regards 

♦• t Ctr. iii. II. t ^fif »v. 12. 



Let. 5* AsPAsio /e? Theron. 459 

Affli6tion8, and of whofc Ulcfulnefs there is 
neither Meafure nor End — ^When He denies 
Himfelf in every View ; depreciates all ; dif- 
avows alls and makes mention of nothing, 
but the incomparable Righteoufnefs of his obe-' 
dient^ dying, interceding SAVIOUR. 

What (hall I fay more ? Shall I attempt to 
play the Rhetorician, and bon^ow the infinuat- 
ing Arts of Pcrfuafion ? This, after all the co^ 
gent Tejiimonies produced, and all t\i^ great Au* 
tboritiei urged, would be a ncedlefs Parade. 
When our Pen is a Sunbeam, there is but 
little Occafion to dip it in Oil. 
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" KING appears, who have refufed to accept 
" it? Whereas, fhould it not prove ^3 abfolutely • 
" neceflary, yet fuch a Dependence can never 
^* obftruft our Salvation, It can never be 
** charged upon Us, as an Article of Contu- 
" macy or Perverfenefs, that We thought too 
^* meanly of our own, too magnificently of our 
" LORD'S Obedience. So that let the Die 
" turn either Way, We are expofed to no Ha- 
«' zard.— This Scheme takes in all, that the 
" other Syftems comprehend, and abundantly 
" more. In this I find no Defe6t, no Flaw, 
** no Shadow of Infufficiency. It is fomewhat 
" like the perfe£l Cuie^ which, where-ever it 
" may be thrown, or however it may fall, is 
" fure to fettle upon its Bafe. — Suppofing, 
" therefore, the important Beam fliould hang 
" in Equilibrio, with refpeft to Argument ;, 
" thefe Circumftanccs, caft into the Scale, 
" may very juftly be allowed to turn the Ba- 
y lance/' 

Upon a more attentive Examination of the 
Subjeft, I perceived — That this is the Doc- 
trine of our national Church ; is inforced by 
the Atteftation of ouf ableft Divines; and has 
been, in all Ages, the Confolation of the moft 
eminent Saints; — That it is the genuine Senfe 
of Scripture ; and not fome inferior or fubor- 
dinate Point, incidentally touched upon by 
the infpired Writers, but the Sum and Sub^ 

fiance 



hex. S^ AsPAsio to Thbrom. 463 

the Door J adtually come : the great aW terrible 
Day, which is hafting forward *, really com- 
menced.— Hark! The Trumpet founds the 
univerikl Summons. The Living arc ftruck 
with a dcath-Uke Aftonifliment ; the Dead ftart 
from their filcnt Abodes.'-^--^c ! The whole 
Earth takes Fire ; the Sun is turned into Dark- 
nefs ; and the Stars fall from their Spheres.*— 
Behold \i:ht LORD JESUS comes, with 
Myriads of iiis Angels. The Judgment is let, 
and the Books are opened. 

Obfcrvc thofc exemplary Cbriftiam, whofei 
Sentiments I have been collefting. "they re- . 
nounce themfelves, and rdy on their glorious 
SURETY. Methinks, I hear them fay, Each 
as they quit their Beds of Duft ; / will go forth 
from the Grave in thy Strength, O bleffcd JE^ 
SUS ; and, at the decifive Tribunal, will make 
mention of thy Righteoufnefs (?«^*— — At the fame 

time, 

• The facred Writers, I ob(crve, often remind their Rea* 
4er$ of this grand Event ; ofteiidifplay Ais diligbtful, dreads 

ful Scene. Their Manner of Speaking fhews, that they 

themfelves lived under the habitual and joyful Expe£lation of 
it : as Perfons, that were looking for ^ and hajiing tOy the Com- 
ing of the Day of GOD* — —They reprcfent it, not only as 
fure, but near ; yea, very near, and upon the Poijit to take 
place. The LORD is at Hand. The JUI^G E is at the 
Door. Yet a little while^ and HE that Jhall conu^ will come 

and will not tarry. The laft Paflage is the moft fpirited 

and emphatical of them all ; but has loft much of its Em- 
phafis, by the EugUJh Verfion. It is in the Original jUjKpck 
«o"o» ocrov. A beautiful Pleonafm ; by which the Steptuagmty 
though too often inaccurate in traoflatii>gthe/r^/ii#/fV l>xt, 
have very happily exprefled Ifaiah*s yT\ DVDD Which may, 
I think, be rendered in our Language, yet a v^ry^ jcry Uttlt 
while. Heb. x. 37. I(ai. xxvi. 20, 



